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Psalms - Commentaries by Unknown Author

Christian Truth: Volume 29, Why Should We Not Trust Him? (9:10)

"They that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee" (Psalm 9:10).

As to His care: He feeds the fowls, clothes the lilies, thinks of every individual sparrow, and has numbered the hairs of our heads.
As to His love: He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.

As to His purpose: He will have us to be conformed to the image of His Son in glory.

As to His wisdom: He has pledged Himself to make all things work together for good to those who love Him, and who are called according to
His purpose.

Why should we not trust Him? Has He not done everything to win and retain the confidence of our hearts?

Christian Truth: Volume 31, Consolation in Christ (94:19)

"In the multitude of my thoughts within me Thy comforts delight my soul." Psalm 94:19.

This is uttered in view of abounding iniquity which broke in pieces Jehovah's people and afflicted His heritage. The cry comes forth, How long
is this to go on? Then comforting thoughts assure the heart. The Lord hears, He sees, He chastens, He corrects, He teaches man knowledge,
for He knows. Happy indeed is the man whom the Lord chastens and teaches, in whom the discipline of the Word is effectual as he passes
through the varied exercises in and by which he learns to have his senses exercised to discern good and evil. He learns that evil is in man, in
himself, but that good is in God alone. "Thou art good, and doest good." Thus God is known and trusted as "the rock of my refuge" (v. 22).

"Shall there be evil in a city?" the prophet inquires, "and the LORD hath not done it?" (Amos 3:6). When we own this it humbles us under the
mighty hand of God; yet it is in such moments that the multitude of thoughts are prone to cause a tumult within. It was so in the psalmist.
Why was judgment to return to righteousness? It cannot be that the throne of iniquity has fellowship with Jehovah, and yet iniquity prevails. O
Lord, how long? These questionings are hushed as the Word is applied to us. As to myself, it teaches me my own nothingness—"I said, This is
my infirmity" (Psalm 77:10); then it teaches me to remember who that blessed God is whose way is in the sanctuary, and therefore according
to the holiness of His own dwelling place. "l will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High." Thus our will is subjected, and the
God of patience comforts us.

"Thy comforts"! Who would not have the exercises to possess the comforts? So Paul wrote, "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so
our consolation also aboundeth by Christ." 2 Cor. 1:5. As to the Corinthians also his hope was steadfast, "knowing, that as ye are partakers of
the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation," and this consolation comes from the Father of mercies and God of all comfort. In the
epistle to the Romans also, what had been written of Christ aforetime, Paul records that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope. Here is the comfort, that Christ pleased not Himself, but became the subject of reproaches because of His zeal for the
house of God. It is a comfort when in any measure what is of Christ fills the heart to the exclusion of our own thoughts. In His zeal for the
house of God, how perfectly did He take into His own soul its state and condition. He wept and made sackcloth His garment. To have Christ's
thoughts about that which belongs to God, is indeed a comfort, while fully desiring to own, according to the Spirit of Christ, our own share in
that which causes its present condition—"0 God, Thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from Thee." Psalm 69:5. It was grace
in Him to take this place of confession of our sins; it becomes us.

It is blessed to think that we may in our measure taste the comforts which Jesus knew in the midst of sorrows; but it becomes us here to
tread with reverence, for it is holy ground. See Him at the last supper. "One of you," He had to say of His loved disciples, "shall betray Me";
and has not the Lord to say to us sometimes,

"One of you," as we do this or that. Again, was it not a sorrow that He had to say, "All ye shall be offended because of Me this night." There
was the added sorrow also because of the self-confidence of one who protested that he would never be offended, a self-confidence which
made necessary the sifting of Satan, allowed by his faithful Lord. But was there no comfort of God as He sat with them and spoke of that day
when He would drink with them of a new cup in the kingdom of God, and then sang with them a hymn, a blessed anticipation of His leading
their praises in the midst of the assembly. Again, as the same hour of rejection and sorrow drew on, there were anticipations given Him,
testimonies of what awaited Him in coming ages. Thus He "drank of the brook in the way." At Bethany (John 12) they made Him a supper. He
had entered deeply into the sorrows of death when they passed upon that family, and now they were gathering round Himself. Resurrection
will indeed seat His own beyond the power of death at the table with Himself, but in order to do this He must taste death. It is at this moment
that the house is filled with the savor of the devoted love of one whose affections He had won. He alone knew and could expound the value of
Mary's act.

On the next day He is met by much people, who cry, "Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord." It is the
anticipation of His glory in the midst of His beloved Israel, while as a present thing the enemy and avenger is stilled by praise from the mouth
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of babes and sucklings (Matt. 21:16; Psalm 8:2). Then the Gentiles utter their desire—"We would see Jesus," and the full glory of the Son of
man passes before His soul. Are there not also these anticipations for us, and they become to us God's comforts which delight our souls? Is it
nothing to think of the blessed Lord being satisfied when He sees in each saint of the travail of His soul? We think of the saints as they are in
the eye of the Lord, as they will be when He who has loved them and washed them will present them to Himself, when the body of each saint
will be a living ray of His glory. Oh, how differently do we regard them when Christ's thoughts about them, in however feeble a measure,
possess our hearts. We are then a little—but oh, how little—able to make their sorrows our sorrows, and the joys of Christ in them, become
our joys. We think of the day of His joy when He will be able to have full communion with His own, while it is a present comfort that there is
still an answer to the enemy and avenger, as a feeble company rehearse the praises of His whose glory is set above the heavens.

The blessed Lord in John 13 was contemplating the moment of His departure out of this world to the Father. His own were still in the world,
and He loved them. He knew full well all that was present among them as well as around them; the defiling world without, the treachery
within—the outcome of a heart that went out from the light of the company of Jesus into the darkness of the night without, an awful and
eternal night. Then there was the ardent and self-confident Peter on the one side, and the disciple who lay on His bosom on the other. All was
present to the mind of Jesus, as He washed their feet and said, "l have given you an example, that ye should do as | have done to you.... If ye
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." We shall find happiness if we cultivate these affections of Christ to His own. It was at the
moment when He was leaving them, so that no longer would He care for them in personal presence, that He gave them the new
commandment, "That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another." It is as if that love, so perfect toward us in
Himself, was now to be carried out by the love, His love in us, of all toward all. How the manifestation of Christ in us would thus be secured!
There is no leader here, no attempt in this of one to be greater than another. It is the more excellent way, the manifestation of Christ in each.

When the Lord was thus showing what should be our conduct during His absence, we see how easily a little self-importance can take the
place of lowly listening to such an injunction. "Why cannot | follow Thee now?" said Peter, "I will lay down my life for Thy sake." What | will do
may thus prevent our hearing and heeding the new commandment. As we listen, so do we hear the voice of the good Shepherd. "As | have
loved you" utters in our souls a tenderness of love which can only be His Voice, and as we heed it, so is it the comfort of our hearts to think of
all who belong to Him with the same tenderness of love. Love cannot rejoice in iniquity, but it grieves over any that go astray, and would seek
to make known the accents of the Shepherd's voice. His love is unchanging, and when we turn to the right hand or to the left He recalls us.
The voice may then come from behind us, but it is His voice saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Only let us take care that these affections
of Christ have their place in our souls. The "l am right and you are wrong" principle of either speaking or acting will find no acceptance with
us then, though we shall all the more desire to discern and be assured that there is the Lord's side on which we earnestly seek to be found
with our brethren. A multitude of thoughts may indeed press into our souls, but our consolation will abound by Christ.

Fear Today: October 2022, Thy Testimonies Are Very Sure (93:5)

In Psalm 93:5, we read these words, “They testimonies are very sure.” In connection with this truth, nearly 2000 years ago, our Lord Jesus
Christ (surveying with the all-seeing eye of omniscient God just what the conditions would be on earth prior to His coming back to this world
with power and glory) defined most clearly the state of things in these words:

“... upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity [that is, having no way out, no solution]; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken”
(Luke 21:25-26).

In all things our Lord Jesus is to have the preeminence; already the prophets of this “present evil world” are paying unwitting tribute to Him.
Some years ago, one of its own prophets wrote a book entitled, “The Outline of History,” a book that ignored what God has had to say in His
Word as to man’s origin and destiny, a book that exalted the creature and forgot the Creator. This same man, H. G. Wells (after surveying the
swiftly moving course of events in later years), reversed himself in statements that startled even his own admirers. We quote him:

“This world is at the end of its tether.
“The end of everything we call life is close at hand and cannot be evaded....

“People are discovering a frightful queerness has come into life. Even unobservant people are betraying, by fits and starts, a certain wonder,
a shrinking, fugitive sense that something is happening so that life will never quite be the same....

“... Writers are convinced there is no way out, around or through the impasse. It's the end....

“Hitherto, events have been held together by a certain logical consistency as the heavenly bodies, as we know them, have been held
together by the pull of the golden cord of gravitation.

“Now it is as if the cord has vanished and everything is driving anyhow to anywhere at a steadily increasing velocity.
“The limits of the orderly, secular development of life... has been reached and passed into hitherto incredible chaos....”

[H. G. Wells was a secular, non-Christian writer, historian, and journalist whose life covered the latter half of the nineteenth century and the
first half of the twentieth — 1866-1946.]

Let us hear once more the voice of Scripture: “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star [the hope of the Lord’s coming for His own as a realized thing in the
soul] arise in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19).



Christian Truth, Vol. 28

Going Home: May 2012, Fruit in Old Age (92:14)

Psalm 92:14 reminds us that the righteous “shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing.”

In Mark’s Gospel there is the account of Jesus’ choosing twelve men to be His disciples. The Bible says, “He ordained twelve, that they should
be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach” (Mark 3:14). Notice that Jesus chose them that they might first be with Him, and
then He sent them forth to preach. To be with Him was fellowship; being sent to preach was service. From this we see that fellowship with
God is more important than service, because God desires fellowship before service. This may surprise us, but it is God's order. Fellowship
with God is even more important than service for God.

The Christian who is crippled with arthritis to the extent that even the slightest move brings a stabbing pain is obviously very limited in what
he can do for the Lord. But what about fellowship? Not only can such a person enjoy fellowship with God, but he can also have even richer
fellowship now that he is not pressed for time.

A lady in a nursing home recently said, “Years ago | was so busy raising my family, | hardly had time to sit down and read my Bible as | really
ought to have read it. Oh, yes, | often read it with my family. We studied it together; we meditated on it in a rather casual way, but we really
did not take time to commune with God as we read the Word of God. We failed in really meditating. But since | have been retired and have
time on my hands, | enjoy meditating on the Word of God, and now | have wonderful fellowship with God.” That dear lady is now bringing
greater pleasure to the Lord than she was earlier when her time with God was so limited.

Why does God have this special interest in older people? God wants fellowship with Christians, and many people just do not take the time to
meditate and fellowship with Him. But older people, many with time on their hands, can enjoy delightful fellowship with the Lord. God enjoys
this fellowship with senior citizens who know the Saviour, and this is some of the spiritual fruit that God has been looking and waiting for.

Christian Truth

Christian Friend: Volume 13, Under His Wings in Lovingkindness (91:4)

“He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.”—Psalms 91:4.

Much blessedness is evidently implied in this threefold! assurance of protection. Our desire is to trace the bearings of the central figure
alluded to, being not only striking in itself, but used so frequently as to become familiar to us all. It occurs many times throughout the Psalms
in one form or another, and in various connections, and even in the New Testament Thus the Lord, addressing Jerusalem, says, “How often
would | have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings.” But He has to reproach them with their
self-destroying in—difference, if not willful rejection of His grace. Before proceeding we trust this is not the case with our readers. We
earnestly long that all would appreciate and yield to the entreating grace of Jesus.

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us”—manifesting Himself as capable in every way of meeting, and satisfying every element of
our need; more than satisfying it, blessed be His name, and as He alone could justly estimate it. This He did in no respect more truly than in
awakening us from the stupor in which the need was unfelt, unrealized by ourselves. He would make us, sensible of it, whether in heart or
conscience; indeed, in both; for it was only thus that we could ever know, ever be drawn to Him—the living Center of God’'s moral universe.
But, refused and rejected, His love told itself out in tears of pity over the despisers of His grace, as in Luke 19, when He contemplates the
condition of those who did not, “would not,” recognize Him, and the consequences which should follow their refusal of Him. Man, in his lost
state is an anomaly in God’s creation, possessing a will which impels him from his divinely-appointed Center; but the day is coming when all
shall own the earth—rejected Son of God. To Him “every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things under the earth;
and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” What wisdom then it is to avail oneself of the shelter
of His outstretched wings—now, in this “day of salvation,” before the day of judgment flashes upon heedless thousands, and places them
beyond hope!

Returning to the Old Testament, we find in Ruth a striking illustration of the wisdom just referred to. Though doubtless uninstructed as to the
immensity of blessing treasured up in God’s promises to Abraham concerning his seed her faith discerned sufficient in Naomi’s circumstances
to form a link between her soul and him. Little hopeful that in poor Naomi’s path lay any fair immediate prospect—nay, distinctly warned as
to the futility of cherishing such a prospect—who can doubt that Ruth’s earnest soul clung to her mother-in-law as to one representing divine
things—the only measure of them her intelligence had as yet attained to, as she says, “ Entreat me not to leave thee, whither thou goest, |
will go, thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God?” We have here the most perfect expression of attachment one can well
conceive, and (may we not add?) the basis of that attachment. God uses this providentially to lead her on; and are not souls often thus linked
with divine things, unconsciously perhaps, in a measure of intelligence, at least, scarcely discernible? How blessed also to be in any measure,
as was Naomi, an exponent of God’'s wonderful purposes, blessings, and grace! It is beautiful to notice how distinctly Ruth thus enters on the
ideal pilgrim path, leaving country, kindred, and father’s house (Genesis 12:1; Psalms 45:10); and how thoroughly she has learned the
essential lesson for true pilgrimage, that of self-abasement! (Ruth 13) Self-renunciation and devotedness area twin virtues, and more; for
they are born together, and are, mutually dependent. From Boaz, Ruth learns she may reckon on the favor of the Lord God of Israel, “under
whose wings” she has come to trust.



Thus, blessed is it to trace the path which leads into the protection expressed in the figure before us, and, the consciousness of that
protection. It is more than entertaining, thank God, as indeed the revelation of His mind about things must be to us. For example, is it not
sustaining to observe the zeal with which our God indicates the way—marks for our guidance and encouragement? And is it not by a similar
path we’ have all reached the same goal?

The thought of protection involved in the expression “beneath His wings” sufficiently accounts for the frequency of reference to it in the
Psalms. The godly are there seen, in God'’s dispensational ways; to be subjected to the oppression of enemies, in the midst of whom they are
providentially preserved (Psalms 124), and from whom they are ultimately delivered. These are His means of dealing with His favored earthly
people, for their chastisement, exercise of soul, and restoration, as we read, “Deliver my soul from the wicked, thy sword: from men which
are thy hand, O Lord, from men of the world.” (Psalms 17:13,14) The effect of these dealings is presented in the foregoing verses (7-9).
Deadly enemies compass the godly one about, and he is thus induced to seek the covert of Jehovah’s wings. In that secure retreat the heart
is free to rejoice, doubtless in God, known through the efficiency of the protection He affords. Thus, “Because thou hast been my help,
therefore under the shadow of thy wings will | rejoice.” (Psalms 63:7)

There is an expression of great beauty also frequently found in the English version of the Psalms, and occasionally accompanying that now
under review; viz., lovingkindness,1 which, being an associated thought, indicates the spirit, the grace, in which our God accords His
protection. The expressions are directly connected in Psalms 36:7: “How excellent is thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the children of
men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.” The tenderness of divine affection is involved in His care for us. Comfort is ministered
with the protection. Such favor meets us not only under circumstances of oppression from without, as in Psalms 17, but in trial experienced
within, should this even be the agony felt by those newly awakened (as Israel in the Psalms) to a sense of guilt under a broken law. Refuge is
needed for an overwhelmed heart, as well as from the persecution of enemies. Both needs are linked together in Psalms 61:2-4; just as the
means of comfort and protection are connected in Psalms 36 above noticed. In the great penitential Psalm (51), resource; and we may take
him here to be representative of those truly exercised as to guilt before God. It is worthy of observation, that what leads us to trust Him
resignedly, when subjected to outward trials, is the knowledge of His lovingkindness learned through deep-soul exercise. This primary,
though unquestionably outward trial, is helpful and often necessary in, preparing a soul for the ministration of grace (Job 33:14-33; and
outward and inward trials simultaneously descending on Israel by-and-by, will be the furnace by which Jehovah will purge away its dross, and
teach it to value the mercy which it now despises. How sweetly then will they who come forth purified sing of the mercy that “endureth
forever,” as in, the words of Psalms 107 and 118.

God as Father is not revealed in the Psalms. Hence love in this relationship is not in view here. The love of God, as such moreover, may be
contemplated in its blessed essence by those consciously reconciled, apart from the thought of mercy; though it was in mercy towards us,
when guilty and dead in sins, that we first tasted His love. This is the fountain whence His mercy flows. And the two thoughts run side by side
in Ephesians 2:3-7. His lovingkindness (mercy) known through experienced need, however, is what is chiefly dwelt upon in the Psalms.

Psalm 107:43 directly teaches this: “Whoso is wise, and will observe these things” (i.e. men delivered, as set forth in the Psalms, through
crying to God when brought to “their wit's end” in trouble), “even they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord.” The psalmist
himself is full, of this precious theme, and appeals to men to praise the Lord for it.2 Psalms 106 illustrates the absolute need for mercy; and if
the subject were doctrinally treated here, as in Ephesians 2, this Psalm would form the natural preliminary counterpart of evil. But the former
completes book 4, and has its fitting place, while 107 is the beautiful introduction to book 5, which reviews God’s dealings with Israel, its
history, and attitude towards Him when restored.

The place God has given Psalms 106 is to be seen thus: 106 celebrates God’s “honor,” “majesty,” “riches,” and “glory” in creation; Psalms
105 records His dealings in grace, to the glory of “His holy name;” and, lastly, the dark history of man’s utter failure in “the best possible
circumstances is set forth in Psalms 106. What fits one for the contemplation of this, as well as the glories of God set forth in the preceding
psalms, is the knowledge of God’s mercy—His lovingkindness. And this is found in a deeper way in 103 than it could be learned even through
the exercises of 107. It would be disastrous to limit our apprehension of God’s mercy or of our need to that measure of it which is realized
through afflictions. At the cross it is that man’s need and God’s love in meeting that need, according to the inexpressible exigencies of His
own glory, are fully told out. Christ’s death is in view in Psalm 102; not as sin-offering or burnt-offering in atonement certainly, but His cutting
off, whose personal glory gave even the burnt-offering its inestimable value. In lowly association with Jehovah’s servants (compare,

Matthew 3:15) the Messiah takes pleasure in the ruins of Zion, and looks for its restoration. This, not for Zion’s sake alone, but for the
declaration of the name of the Lord therein. Then how about His cutting off? In reply, God reminds Him of the glories of His adorable person,
and finds occasion to pass these glories in review before our souls. (See Hebrews 1) Though cut off in the midst of His years, He is the same
whose “years are throughout all generations,” who “of old laid the foundations of the earth,” whose hands made the heavens. What an
astonishment is the death, of, such an one Is it any marvel, considering the love that brought Him to this, that Psalms 103 opens with, “Bless
the Lord, O my soul!” Thus, are also “benefits” to be recounted, forgiveness, healing, satisfaction, renewal and crowning with loving-kindness
and tender mercies, all to be enjoyed as flowing from the cross of Jesus. In view of this also God’s “mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.”
And as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy (lovingkindness) towards them that fear Him. Shall we not in all truth and
earnestness re-echo, “Bless the Lord, O my soul?” J. K.

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, Does Psalm 91:11 Refer to the Lord? (91:11)

Question: Does Psa. 91:11, quoted by Satan, refer at all to the Lord? or are there not three parties implied in it? W.

Answer: The godly one that relies on Jehovah in ver. 2, Who will surely deliver Messiah as in vers. 3-13, and is answered in vers. 14-16 by
Jehovah.

Correspondence, Correspondence: Psalm 91:5 Explained (91:5)



Ques. 84 Please explain: Psa. 91:5. E, G.

Ans. Psa. 91 is divided thus:

Psa. 91:1. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High (the Supreme) shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”

Psa. 91:2. The dependent Man, the Messiah, says, "l will say of Jehovah, He is My refuge and My fortress: My God; in Him will | trust.”
Psa. 91:3-8. The Holy Spirit testifies to the blessing of such a man.

Psa. 91:9-13. Israel's voice also testifies to His protection Psa. 91:14-16. Jehovah answers His faith with promises.

This Psalm is true in principle for every godly man, but is specially applied to the Lord Jesus as Messiah. But notice that the Lord Jesus
suffered in obedience to the Father's will, even to being forsaken of God. We may suffer also, but will never be forsaken. All these blessings
were made good to the Lord in resurrection. But in His life time, He took all from the Father's hand. So may we. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee," Isa. 26:4.

Now we can look at Psa. 91:5, and see how safe he is who is dwelling in the secret place of the Most High God, abiding under the shadow of
the Almighty God. No enemy can shoot him by day, and no unseen enemy by night can get past the Lord to reach him, but only as God wills.

(Continued)

Young Christian: Volume 25, 1935, Answered Prayers (91:15)

“He shall call upon Me, and | will answer him” (Psa. 91:15).

| think we sometimes discourage ourselves by a misconception of the expression “answer,” taking it to mean only “grant.” Now, an answer is
not necessarily an acquiescence. It may be a refusal, an explanation, a promise, a conditional grant. It is, in fact, simply attention to our
request expressed. In this sense before we call He will answer. The answer is often not what we asked or expected. Still, we never seek in
vain. The gift is always better than the one we sought.

Food for the Flock: Volume 8, Present Place and Glory of the Son of Man, The (8:4-6)

| READ these verses from the Psalm itself, though we shall look at several passages of Scripture in connection with them this evening, please
God; but it is really these words that | have it on my heart to speak of a little.

There are three remarkable passages in the New Testament in which they are alluded to: 1 Cor. 15; Eph. 1; and Heb. 2 But we shall find, in
looking at them, that these passages bring out three distinct points in the one great truth that is presented to us.

| suppose | need hardly state what that truth is. We all know that the " Man " alluded to here is the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us mark well those
words: " MAN," and " the SON of man." Of Him it is said: " Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all
things under his feet."

Before looking into these Scriptures in detail, it would be well to say a word as to their general connection with each other, and as to that
which distinguishes each from the other.

Hebrews occupies us with the person of the Son of man in the place of glory at God's right hand-the place in which God has set Him. It is the
fact of this glorious Person being in this place that is presented to us; and a quantity of truths are unfolded as spiritual deductions from this
great fact, revealing the blessings that flow from thence to those whom He is "not ashamed to call brethren."

In Corinthians also we find what results to us from the place of glory in which Christ now is; but here, the Spirit more especially insists on the
particular truth that we shall be AS HE IS: " As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." This
side of the truth is not developed in the Epistle to the Hebrews. That we shall be with Him there is, but how we shall be is not.

In Corinthians, the glory of Christ is connected with the hope that is formed in the hearts of those who are waiting down here for Him-the
hope of His coming. It runs through the whole epistle. In the very first chapter, when the apostle is considering what characterized the saints,
he speaks of them as " waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." Some might complain of the apostle stating that there were matters
about which he ought to give an account; but he says, Well, | have a good conscience, though this is not what justifies me; the Lord is the
One who judges me. "Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the counsels of the heart: and then shall every man have praise of God!" Beautiful words! They show what the heart
of God is set on! The apostle has no thought of being judged for wrong doing; he knew what Christ had suffered; and though he speaks
elsewhere of judging oneself, yet in the consciousness of living for Christ, and walking with a single eye, he could say he knew of nothing
against himself; his heart condemned him not; he had confidence towards God. Yet he turns from this blessing to what is brighter still, and
looks on with unmingled joy to the day of the Lord's coming; then, embracing others too in the full results of Christ's work as seen in the



glory, he says, "Then shall every man have praise of God."

Again, if it is a question of the gathering together of the saints here on earth as members of the one body, with the precious privilege of
showing forth His death, it is "till he come." So too, when speaking of the power of death over the bodies of the saints, and of that
fundamental truth of the gospel, the resurrection, the Spirit establishes our hearts in God's " order "-" Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that
are Christ's at His coming." In whatever way the saints are looked at, whether it is their individual calling and service, their corporate
gathering, or the hope of their hearts as to the future, everything connected with them is stamped with this hope: " till the Lord come." To
that moment is also reserved the judgment of the one who loves not the Lord Jesus Christ: " Let him be anathema maranatha," maranatha
meaning the coming of the Lord; so that it is a curse in and for that day when He shall be manifested. | just mention these things to skew how
they are brought out in connection with the Lord's coming in this epistle, whilst in Ephesians, where we also find the Psalm quoted, the Lord's
coming is not mentioned at all.

In Ephesians, however, we get the highest point. The MAN in glory is always the same, but here the Spirit shews us the heart of the One who
is in that place, and what He is occupied with, so that we may have part with Him, and be occupied with the very things with which He is
occupied.

The opening statement of the epistle is: " Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world." The Spirit, the earnest of
our inheritance, anticipates the moment when we shall be with Christ where He is. We are blessed in Christ Jesus already, in the heavenly
places; and that is where our hearts are to be; there is where we find the door open, so to say, into the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ, that the
saint's heart may be formed after its divine model.

But let us go back to the first Scripture we noticed in connection with the Psalm, the one in Hebrews, where we find the verses | read are
quoted at length. | begin with verse 5, "For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak." It might be
well to remark in passing, that this expression, "world to come," was a term familiar to Jewish ears. There are two or three words used for it in
Scripture, but the general thought is the same everywhere. For the Jews there were two worlds, or ages: the age of the law, and the age of
the Messiah. The "present age " was the one when the law was in force; the other was " the age to come," that is, of the Messiah-the age to
which God looked forward in all the promises that He made to the fathers, and to which all the prophecies converge. Now this " age to come"
is not put into subjection to angels, the other one was; and in it there was no approaching God: " The way into the holiest was not made
manifest." God shrouded Himself in angelic manifestations. Moses and the people of Israel heard His voice at mount Sinai, when the law was
given to them " by the disposition of angels," and the people " entreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more."

But the age to come is not put under the angels at all. Whom is it put under then? The apostle quotes prophecy in answer: " Thou host put all
things in subjection under his feet" Whose feet? Messiah's evidently. But there is something more than this in it, beloved friends; it is as MAN.
We read: " What is man that thou art mindful of him or the son of man that thou visitest him r God has taken up man, and put all things under
him! This " age to come" is put into subjection to man in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. " Thou host put all things in subjection under his
feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him
"-it is not yet the day of the manifestation of His glory-"but we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honor." We see Jesus, as Man, the Son of man, in that place " at the right hand of the Majesty on high." And
the angels are the servants of those who are made heirs of salvation.

Now, before we go on further, | must turn back to say a few words on chapter 1. Before ever the Spirit of God opens out the character and
personal glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the exalted Man, He takes care to shew us who He is. He is the SON OF GOD. And here we are
struck by the fact that there are not merely things stated of Him that are true of a divine person; but that these things are not true of any but
of a divine person. For instance, we often find the Psalm quoted which states that God has said to Him, " Sit thou on my right hand;" but the
way in which it is referred to here is quite remarkable; we read, not that " He is set down," but that " He sat down." Now what would be said
of a person who sat himself down on Queen Victoria's throne? though she might indeed say to the lowest of her subjects, " Sit down there,"
and then he would be in duty bound to obey her. The Lord Jesus Christ seating Himself on the throne of God shows that He is God. He takes
the place in His own right, as He had in His own power laid down His life and accomplished redemption: " When he had by himself purged our
sins," it is said.

Again: " God hath in these last days spoken unto us in [his] Son." It is God that has spoken; but it is God speaking as the Son. Time forbids
our going through the whole chapter now; but | just refer to it to skew that, while there is a real Man in the glory, that real man is God. As in
the opening chapters of John's Gospel we read: "In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God."

Then, further on, " And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth."

Having premised this, we come to the great fact that is set before us in the second chapter, that the One who has all authority in the age to
come is a Man, and that Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is most simple, but you will find that this truth is the turning-point of Christianity. The
Man in whom God is going to head up everything, that MAN is in His own appointed place now; and those who have part with Him, have part
with what God has given to Him now.

Our hearts are slow to lay hold of this. Naturally we understand better what refers to this earth, and enters into the domain of temporal
blessing and deliverances. We are like the disciples who asked the Lord after His resurrection, " Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel?" It was quite natural for them, as Jews, more or less instructed in the prophecies, and having their hopes built upon
promised earthly blessings, to want to know this. But He answered: " It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in his own power; but ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me." Something
better than the restoring of the kingdom to Israel was to be their present portion. The Lord, who had associated them with Himself in His
service on earth, here gives them this blessed title: "My witnesses."1 He was there with them in His body of glory, risen from the dead, on the
point of going up to His Father, whence He would send down the Holy Ghost to unite them to Himself in the glory, and be in them the divine



power of realizing and enjoying the position and relationship of which He was personally the expression-Son of God and Son of man. " |
ascend to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." Every redeemed soul now is divinely linked up with the Person of the Son in
that place. It is the christian position, and as thus expressed, is seen to be wholly heavenly in its nature, as in its final results.

We find there are four reasons given for the Lord having been so humbled as to become a Man upon earth: for, to go up as such, He must
necessarily have come down: as He said to Nicodemus, "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven." " The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." As such He was made "a little lower than the angels."
Why? First, because " it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings." It was what became GOD. The very first word in the Epistle to the Hebrews gives us the key
which opens up the whole subject, and enables us to understand it all: " GOD... has spoken," has spoken in (His) Son. It is not here a question
of what you are wanting, or | am wanting; it is not what meets the need of our souls here, although surely it does meet it infinitely; but it is
what GOD has done for His own glory; it is what God has ever had before Him in connection with His own dear Son. It became HIM " in
bringing many sons unto glory." It was God's purpose to have a family in glory.

What, then, is that family to be? This is the next question. God is far above all heavens; He looks down upon angels, upon creation, upon all
the living beings in this world, and He says: | must have a family in heaven; | want sons. He passes by the angels. He looks down lower, and
sees man under the power of sin and Satan, living in corruption, going on to hell, and He says, | will take my family from among them. They
are all defiled, all in ruin, all living in sin; this is their state. But God promised " eternal life" in Christ Jesus before ever the world was, and the
Lord Jesus says, " Lo, | come to do thy will, O God." He receives the body prepared, so that He may come down to earth, and die to put away
sin, and sanctify those whom God gives to Him. He accomplishes the whole work according to the counsels and glory of God. He gives
Himself, lays down His life, to sanctify to God these wicked sinners, to make them sons of God, and to bring this adopted family up into the
glory that God has prepared for them. It is God's own purpose, and God's own doing. How it sets aside all our thoughts, all our purposes! God
is carrying out His purpose, His thought, and He does it all by His Son! Oh, it is a wonderful revelation He has made to us!

Then we see how He does it: " It became him... in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings." Except these sufferings had been accomplished, He never could have been a Captain of salvation for them. He might have come
down into this world as a passing stranger, and gone up again, in His own perfect holiness and divine right, to that place in the glory. He had
often done it before. But He never could have taken sons up with Him, unless He had gone through death for them. To be the " captain of
their salvation," He must be " perfected through sufferings."

" For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified, are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren." Here we
find the family, the " brethren." And when is this made good? It is after the "sufferings." Before His atoning work was done, He was entirely
alone, as He said: " Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." After His
sufferings unto death, He can say, " Go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father and your Father; and to my God and
your God." He can accomplish the word of Psa. 22 " | will declare thy name unto my brethren; in the midst of the church will | sing praise unto
thee." He carries out God's own purpose with reference to all those whom He has chosen. The Scriptures quoted from the Old Testament in
proof of it are in Psa. 22 Psa. 18; and Isa. 8 They develop the blessed position He has brought us into. | do not go into them now at all, for it
would take us too long, but pass on to verse 14, where we find the second reason for the Lord Jesus having been so humbled as to become a
Man.

" Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood." What children? It is these children in God's purpose. He takes His place in
grace among them, becoming like them, sin apart. " He also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage." He
sees them there under Satan's power, under the power of death, subject to it, and He comes down into the place they were in, to deliver
them out of it, and bring them up to God. This is the second reason. And then we read: " Verily, he taketh not hold of angels, but of the seed
of Abraham he taketh hold." It is not man universally that constitutes this family; it is of faith, that it might be by grace; the " children " are
the seed of " faithful Abraham."

The third reason we find in verse 17, " Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make atonement for the sins of the people." He has come down here, He has humbled
Himself thus, that He might take away the sins of His people. If their sins were not taken away, the family that God was going to have in glory
would have been unholy; that could not be. On the day of atonement the high priest took the blood of the sacrifice, and sprinkled it in the
holy place on and before the mercy-seat, and made atonement for all the congregation of Israel, that they might be " clean from all their sins
before the Lord." In like manner the Lord Jesus Christ has " made atonement for the sins of the people," and thus," having by himself purged
our sins, has sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."

The fourth reason is: "For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted." That is, He is a faithful
High Priest, ministering to His people all along the way, so that there is the fullest provision possible made for their arriving according to
God's thoughts in the place that He has provided for them.

And in chapter 3. the Spirit still keeps before us this same blessed point: " Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to him, that appointed him." GOD is the starting-point of
all the blessing; God, by whom and for whom are all things; God, according to whose will all the work is accomplished; God, who has put all
things under the feet of the Son of man; and God, who appointed Him, and to whom He is faithful.

Now let us look for a moment at the place to which Christ has gone. He is not said to be " in heaven " merely; that is not enough. People have
a careless way of talking of "getting to heaven," as if their highest hopes only attained to creeping in unperceived at the door. The Spirit sets
quite another thought before us. We read in the end of the fourth chapter: " Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God." It is " through," not merely " into." So also in chapter vii.: " made higher than the heavens." He
has gone up " far above all heavens." There, at the right hand of the Majesty on high, He has sat down; that highest place is now filled by a
MAN. And that "Man" is there, the divine expression before God of what the family that God is going to have there is to be. There He sits on



the right hand of God, and makes known to us His glory.

For every believer here in this world, all sin is gone. The Lord Jesus Christ has gone up in spotless divine righteousness; the question of sin
settled forever; and therefore every one who looks to Him gets the sense that sin is gone: " Their sins and iniquities will | remember no
more." But not only this; there is for the believer the divine certainty of going to the glory where Christ is. He who is there, is there as our "
forerunner," as we read in chapter 6. " Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that
within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec." The word "
forerunner " supposes there are those who run after. The fact is plainly stated that the One who is there, is there as the " forerunner." And
therefore we have got this hope as the anchor of the soul; " within the veil," too, the nearest, the most intimate, place in which the presence
of God is known, as shown forth in the tabernacle. In that place Christ is, and He is the anchor of the soul of every believer.

Every captain knows the relief his heart finds on coming into port, when, his voyage over and his care at an end, he drops the anchor, and
can go to sleep in peace. No storm can now endanger his vessel, or drive her out to sea; the anchor is dropped inside the harbor. And where
is our anchor dropped? In the port for which we are bound; dropped and fixed there before ever we have started on our voyage! No earthly
voyage can illustrate this blessing. Christ, having accomplished all the work, has sat down on the throne of God, and the Christian not only
knows he is going there, but he has the certainty of arriving where Christ is. Christ has set him on his way. He, who has passed through the
heavens, is sitting as Man at God's right hand; He who was here as a Man, and who can enter into all our sorrows, all our feelings that are not
sinful, all our trials here; for He went through them all, sin apart; and now is actually in the place to which He is bringing us. So the word says,
" Consider him... who, for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God."

There is just one point left, about which a soul might be anxious, and that is as to how the journey is to be accomplished-how we are to get
where Christ is. But we read in chapter 9.: " As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment, so Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation." There are three points
brought before us in this Epistle: in chapter 2. we " see Jesus;" in chapter 9. we " look for Him;" and in chapter 12. we " look to Jesus." Now
these three things sum up the divine power that God gives us to walk through this world in a way worthy of Him. Then courage and patience
are stimulated by the assurance that " Yet a very little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry." The epistle is an epistle of
hope; the hope of getting to the glory where the Lord Jesus Christ is; of getting there through the trials and difficulties which we all have to
meet with on the way. But if we want to know how long they will last, it is "yet a little while;" and we " have need of patience," until what
time? "Until the Lord come." We are going on to glory; that is the way we are looked at all through this epistle; we are going on, like the
Israelites, to the rest; and He is going to shorten the journey on His side, by coming to meet us. And when He comes for us, He will not enter
into the question of sin at all, for He has done that already: " He appeared once in the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself." He " was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him, shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto
salvation." And what, then, is this salvation?2 It is certainly not the salvation of souls, for He did the work that has accomplished that before
He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. But it is God's purpose to have many sons in glory, and having saved them, He is
bringing them through this world of difficulties and trials, until He gets them there. And while we are going through, we have to " look off unto
Jesus, the beginner and finisher of faith," who is now " set down at the right hand of the throne of God." We look to Him who is in that place,
and consequently we have courage to go on until we get to Him.

| turn now to 1 Cor. 15, though | do not desire to enter into it much; but it is well to have before us the general principles found in it, in
connection with our subject.

We begin at verse 20: " Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept." Here we find Christ again presented
as a Man; He is spoken of as the " firstfruits." Let us inquire what this expression means.

The children of Israel in the time of harvest brought the firstfruits to the priest, in the presence of God. This act proclaimed a double truth:
first that there was a harvest, and that it was there ready to be reaped; and secondly, it gave the priest a specimen of what the harvest was.
And so we find it in the Epistle to the Corinthians. The harvest is there, just ready to be reaped in God's thought, " every man in his own
order; Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming." This is the divine order. But the firstfruits has gone up. Is not that
beautiful? When we look at Christ in His own place, up there on the throne of God, we see that a Man in glory is the expression, in the
presence of God, of what every one of His redeemed will be. So that we find in His person up there, not only the divine certainty of our
getting there, because He is the " firstfruits," but also the expression of what we shall be when we get there.

Supposing a man in Israel brought, as his offering of firstfruits, wheat or olives, or figs or bunches of grapes, the priest could say to him: You
have a beautiful harvest of wheat or olives, or figs or grapes. The firstfruits expressed what the harvest was. And so now, Christ is the
firstfruits, He has gone up to God as the divine expression of everything that God is going to take up there in the time of the ingathering: "
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming."

And how long have we got to wait for it? The very expression " firstfruits" precludes the thought of any time at all. When the Israelite brought
them, the harvest was just upon the point of being reaped. And so it is. Christ has gone into that place as the firstfruits, the earnest of the
harvest that is ready; He has become there the anchor of our souls, and He is coming again to fetch His people home. And therefore what
becomes us is surely to be waiting for Him; as it is said in Luke 12 " Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning, and ye yourselves
like unto men that wait for their Lord." The one thing that is needed to put a crown upon the lives of the saints in this world, is that they
should be like unto men who wait for their Lord.

" For he must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." And then we get this passage
quoted again: " For he hath put all things under his feet." | do not enter into all this blessed and beautiful side of the truth; it would carry us
away from our subject now. The point is, as in Hebrews, that everything is subjected to Christ. But we find that He will use His power of
subjecting all things in changing the body of our humiliation into the likeness of His own glorious body (Phil. 3), so that when we shall be with
Him where He is, we shall be like Him. Then in verse 45 we read: " It is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam a
quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is



of the earth, earthy; the second Man, the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such
are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." We shall bear
it. It is God's own purpose which must have its accomplishment.

We are waiting for this; we know that when He comes, He will conform us to His likeness.

Thus we see how inseparably this truth is connected with the coming of the Lord as a formative power in the heart of the believer. You cannot
have a sense of the Lord Jesus being in this place in glory, without your heart being formed into waiting for Him to come to take you to be
with Him there. The coming of the Lord characterizes this Epistle to the Corinthians, as we have already seen.

Just one word more, however, upon the subject before we leave it; | mean as to the way in which the Lord's coming is presented to us. You
will not find it presented as putting an end to all the troubles and trials of this world. You often hear people say: "Things are very bad, and
sorrowful, and trying, hut the Lord will soon come and put an end to it all." This is not the way it is put before us in Scripture. | find, on the
contrary, that the man who is really waiting for the Lord from heaven will say: | accept all the suffering, all the sorrow, all the trial here as
from the Lord; | do not seek to be " unclothed," | do not wish to escape from it, all | want is to be acceptable to Him in it. If | do not get sorrow
here of some kind or other, | am not in the place of a son at all; for we are told that by the suffering we go through here, God is working out
His own purposes for us, and giving us the immense privilege of finding out in practice what was the path in which the Lord Jesus Christ
walked when He was here on earth. | suppose that if there is one thing we shall esteem precious when we see the Lord Jesus in glory, it will
be to have been a little while in the world in which He suffered, and through which He walked as the Man of sorrows. But | need scarcely say
that, to do this, we must walk with Him.

Wonderful indeed is this subject, too extensive for us to go into now; but let us remember that the Spirit is not satisfied with our looking for
Christ from heaven merely as relief; it is not to be only a future thing with us; He would have us, until He has brought us home to the glory
where Christ is, occupied with those things which occupy Christ, and in communion with Him in the place in which He has already set us in
Himself.

For this we turn lastly to the Ephesians, where we find the Spirit putting before us " the mighty power of God which he wrought in Christ,
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might,
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: and hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all." (Eph. 1:19-23.)

What a presentation of the church of God! How wonderful the very way in which it is introduced! We have first Christ, the Man in glory
brought before us, raised from the dead, and set at God's own right hand by the working of His mighty power;-this glorious "Man" set far
above all principality and power, and every name that is named, all things being put under His feet. And then, as established Head over
everything, He is seen as Head of the church, which is " His body; the fullness of him that filleth all in all "! And now He nourishes and
cherishes it, and the day is coming when He will " present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; holy
and without blemish.... For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it even as the Lord the church: for we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones."

Who can tell it, beloved friends? We have here presented to us the activities of Christ's heart as a world of wondrous occupation for the Lord's
people here on earth, so that our hearts may be set upon it, because His heart is set upon it, and so that we may be really walking on in
company with Christ in the path into which the Spirit has brought us.

But it is really impossible for us to grasp this side of the truth until we have taken hold of the other two. Unless | know the Lord Jesus Christ as
the One who, having purged my sins, has sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, and is now for me a merciful and faithful High
Priest to meet every need on the way up to glory; unless | am really looking for Him as the One whose glorious image | am. to bear, | have no
divine capacity for entering into that which is unfolded to us in the Epistle to the Ephesians. For here it is a question of the heart's affections.
It is said, even in ordinary things, that " people cannot command their affections;" and cases are not rare in which we see the affections
stronger than the will. But in spiritual things, blessed be God, the Holy Ghost, who leads the saints, sheds abroad in their hearts the lore of
God. All is divine. If | have Christ in my heart, | must go on to the glories into which the Holy Ghost would lead me, " where Christ sitteth." |
must take hold of this glorious hope that is before me, the hope of soon being with Him in the place where He is, the hope of seeing
redemption completed in glory. We cannot see it now, but the day is coming when every child of God will be like the Lord Jesus Christ; the
day is coming when God will change poor vile man, he who has been the slave of Satan, into the image of His own Son.

And what is Christ doing meanwhile? He is occupied with His church, with gathering it Out of the world, with nourishing it and cherishing it.
Where can we find it? The Lord knows where His members are, and all that is needed for us is to be in the current of His thoughts, that we
may find them out, and enter into His thoughts about them. And we need this more than ever now; for it is a day in which Satan is seeking to
take from us all truth connected with it. He will leave us with what people call " fundamental truth," but nothing more. Surely every true heart
must own as " fundamental " what Christ is, and what is revealed about Him. It is not my salvation, as is generally understood; it is not
anything that is of me; it is what is of GOD, as we see in the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Getting hold of Christ's thoughts as to His church, is the one thing that will keep our souls in order, no matter what comes up. And truth
connected with the church is that which Satan is always trying to take away from the saints; not in a bald way, for they would not stand that,
but by so deceiving them as to what is truth, that the true thing just escapes their grasp.

We need to lay hold really of the place in which the Holy Spirit has set us, in Christ, who is seated in the heavenlies, and to be occupied with
what Christ is there. The Lord will give us the needed courage as we walk through this world, with all its difficulties, and trials, and sorrows.
He assures us that we shall have trouble as we pass through it, but the day is coming which will more than make up for it all. When Christ
shall be manifested in His glory, and in His Father's glory, and the glory of the holy angels, we shall be manifested with Him, and meanwhile
our blessing and our happiness is to be going on with Him in the scene where He was rejected, and had not where to lay His head, keeping
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.



(W.J. L)

Things New and Old: Volume 18, All My Springs Are in Thee (87:7)

Thou source divine of joys that grow,
Eternal spring of endless peace,

And surest hope, whose constant flow
Of highest bliss can never cease.

O who among us all can tell

The unfathomed depths of love divine,
That brought Thee here with man to dwell,
And grace and righteousness combine?
From Thee flows forth the living stream
Whose waters gladden every heart,
Which fills the soul with joy supreme,
And heals its wounds and soothes its smart.
From earthly springs we turn away—
No more a broken cistern hew;

With heavenly drafts our souls we stay,
With living water strength renew.

In Thee are all our freshest springs,
Perennial sources never dry;

We long to spread our gladsome wings
And mount to drink celestial joy.

R. B.

Echoes of Mercy: Volume 14 (1904), Railway Shunter's Conversion, A (86:12-13)

“l will glorify Thy name for evermore. For great is Thy mercy toward me.” — Psalms 86:12, 13.

OF all positions occupied by railway servants, the work of the shunter is the most dangerous, statistics proving that more shunters are killed
at their posts of duty than any other railway employee. The one whose conversion is here recorded, although he has had many very narrow

escapes, glories in the fact that his soul is saved, and realizes through the grace of God, that whether in life or death, all is well. He gives the
following account: —

“My early days were spent in a midland village, and being of lowly parentage and one of seven children, | did not have the advantage of a
good education, being compelled to work hard from my earliest recollections. Boylike, | was often in mischief; in fact, if anything went wrong
in the village, | was usually blamed for it.

“1 shall ever remember with gratitude that | had a praying mother, who always sought to impress upon my young mind the truth that God
beheld all my ways. But like hundreds more, | was very self-willed and endeavored to forget her loving counsel; although now | can add that
her example, her prayers, and her influence have never left me.

“| recall three very anxious times in my experience. When a boy of twelve, | was spoken to by a young man about my sinful state, and | well
remember my brokenness of heart as he told me of the Saviour’s love; but, alas | the impression soon passed away.

“A few years later, | heard an impressive sermon at the Parish Church, which again awakened me to a sense of my danger and caused
distress of soul; my anxiety being at times so great that | often fell upon my knees behind a hedge, and tried to pray for mercy. But again the



word did not profit me, for Satan suggested that | was too bad, and that | must mend my ways, and again attempt that which | had vainly
endeavored to do so many times. As | was ignorant of God’s abounding love to guilty sinners, | became disheartened, and even more careless
than before.

“But God in grace bore with my stubbornness and rebellion, not leaving me alone, but about six years later bringing me under the sound of
these impressive words: ‘But man dieth and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?’ But | again disobeyed the call of
God and sought pleasure in the world. And until | was thirty-two | continued my wild career, without God and without Christ.

“Thus the years passed, until five little children were seated around my table, bringing with them their attendant responsibility and care, and
all thoughts of eternity and eternal things were banished from my mind, until death, that dread visitant, called at our home, taking from our
midst my wife’s mother. This sad event caused me to see the awfulness of a soul passing into eternity without a ray of hope. Six weeks later
my eldest sister passed away, and as we laid her body in the cold grave | felt in utter despair. A fortnight later my youngest boy died, but
instead of these sad occurrences softening my heart, | further rebelled against God and complained of His hard and seemingly unrighteous
dealings. It was whilst standing by the still form of my beloved child that God again caused me to hear His voice, as the thought vividly
presented itself, ‘What had it been you?’ and | was compelled to acknowledge, ‘O God, | should have been in hell.” From that moment for
nearly three months | was in great agony of soul, feeling as never before the great burden of sin, causing me to rise from my bed many times
in the night to pray to God for light. Once when digging in the garden, | was so deeply convicted of sin that | felt | dare not proceed lest |
should open a hole by which | should sink into hell. | immediately went to my room and cried to God for deliverance. Thus God brought me to
own as one before had owned, ‘O wretched man that | am!’

“Some time after the above experiences | went to hear the gospel preached, and although after the service Christian friends sought to point
me to Christ, | was so very blind and unbelieving that the way of salvation seemed too simple. The following night, when on my way home, a
great longing possessed me to be saved, and glancing upward the heavens appeared to open, and what a sight met my enraptured gaze! for
| saw the Lord Jesus dying on Calvary’s cross, and | heard a voice saying, ‘You are refusing salvation through the work of Christ.” My
sin-burdened heart was bowed both with sorrow and gratitude, and | exclaimed, ‘O Lord, | will refuse no longer,’” and there under the broad
canopy of heaven | trusted Christ as my Saviour, and joy and peace in believing flooded my heart. It was not long ere | was on my knees,
thanking God for His abounding grace and mercy to me, a poor hell-deserving sinner.

“Many times after this Satan suggested that | was deceived, and once when going to work, greatly troubled with doubts as to my acceptance
with God, my attention was arrested by a small piece of paper, which was almost covered by sand, lying by the roadside. | picked it up and
found it to be a small leaflet, and in it | read how, in the person and work of Christ, God had made a rich provision, both for the past, the
present, and the future. It was just what | needed, and this led me to further praise my God, who had provided such a perfect salvation. My
fears all vanished, and from that moment, if doubts arise, | have pointed my adversary to the written Word of God; and | can with
thankfulness add that it has been peace and joy all along the way.

“I record the above to magnify the grace of God in saving my soul and sparing my life, whilst numbers of my mates have been cut down both
by disease and accident, many in the prime of life.

“One to whom | had many times spoken about his soul’s salvation, had been run over by an engine. | went to where he lay, and when | saw
his poor mangled body | knew that he could not last many minutes. Lifting to God a silent prayer, | knelt by his side and whispered, ‘George,
look to Jesus; His precious blood will cleanse from all sin.’ | also repeated other scriptures into his dying ear, but, alas! he was too far gone to
make any reply.

“Another case very different to the above was that of another comrade who was a fireman, to whom | had many times spoken about the
realities of eternity. Once, when on night duty, | felt deeply impressed to speak to him about the welfare of his soul. | was unable to leave my
post, so | hastily wrote a passage of Scripture upon a scrap of paper | had by me, and handed it to him as the engine passed. It was some
time before | again saw him, when | asked him as to his soul’s salvation. ‘Thank God, all is right,” he replied. ‘How did it come about?’ | asked.
To which he replied, ‘You remember those words of Scripture you gave me? God used them to open my eyes.’

“Now, dear reader, | would add a warning word to you. Do not trifle with the mercy of God, for He has said, ‘My Spirit shall not always strive
with man.’

“0O unsaved comrade, flee to the outstretched arms of my precious Saviour, for He has suffered the just for the unjust. Hark to His cry at
Calvary, ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’ Why was He forsaken? It was because God could not pass over sin, and as Christ
took the sinner’s place, God poured out His indignation and wrath against sin upon Him.

“Moreover, it pleased the Lord to bruise Him. Why? That He might righteously spare you and me. Therefore | repeat to you the words of the
One who saved me, who will also save every needy sinner who turns to Him by faith: ‘For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Believe this glorious message, and your soul
shall live.”

Things New and Old: Volume 9, Eighty-Fourth Psalm, Meditations on the (84:11-12)

Verses 11, 12. “For the Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace and glory - no good thing will he withhold from them that walk
uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.” We have now come to the close of our beautiful and instructive Psalm.
Precious indeed, and most practical are the many lines of truth which, it has suggested for meditation. The Lord in His mercy grant that they
may neither be overlooked nor forgotten. Under the head of “Tabernacles,” we have dwelt on the usual occupations of a Lord’s Day, and on
the mixed multitudes that throng the various places of worship. The attractions of the world, the dangers of delay in the concerns of the soul,



the full gospel, the blessedness of the saved, and the misery of the lost, have also been before us. Oh! that what has been written may be the
means of blessing to many, but especially to many mere formal, Christ less professors, and to many poor careless sinners. The Lord knows
how much they have both been on the writer’s heart through it all. May all who have read, or who may yet read, these pages, be brought to
Jesus, and blessed with God’s great salvation!

We also pray, that the Lord may bless these meditations abundantly, to many of His dear pilgrim saints who are now passing through the
valley of Baca. Young Christians just entering on their heavenly way have been especially thought of. The Lord in His tender love and care
watch over them, keep them, and bless them. The offense of the cross has not yet ceased. But, the Lord be praised, there are still wells in
Baca, and a glorious Zion in prospect. May the faith, hope, patience, and courage of thy beloved ones, most gracious Lord, be kept strong in
Thyself, until they have passed the vale of tears, and safely reached the Mount Zion of Thy love and glory!

Like our former Twenty-third Psalm of sweetest and most cherished remembrance, the Eighty-fourth closes in heavenly brightness. In the

Twenty-third, the believer ends his journey amidst the grateful recollections of the past, the peaceful joys of the present, and the blessed

assurance of a glorious future. The heart overflowing with gladness, and surrounded with mercies, the worn and weary pilgrim leaves the

valley and enters his Father’'s house — the home of never-ending love. “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” Thus winds up what has been often called — the children’s psalm.

In like manner, we may say, concludes the Eighty-fourth. Amidst the light and glory, the strength and beauty, and the unmeasured goodness
of God, the scene closes. And thus, O my soul, observe it well, ends every believer’s earthly days. Death is no longer the master, but the
servant of the believer — a messenger of peace. All may not know the truth alike, or enjoy it alike, but it is alike true to all. Our unbelief
changes not the faithfulness of God, He changeth not, blessed be His name. The Lord God Himself is the pilgrim’s sun and shield. As He said
to Abraham, “Fear not, Abram; | am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” (Gen. 15) What had Abram to fear? we may ask; what could
Abram lack, when behind such a shield, and enjoying such a reward? Meditate, again, | pray thee, O my soul, on these wondrous words. They
are directly applicable to thyself. Thou art, in virtue of thy union with Christ in heaven, a stranger and a pilgrim on the earth.

But the great truth for the heart is, not merely the thought of having “a sun and shield” as our light and protection in this world, but rather,
who the sun and shield is. Not, observe, what, but who, the sun and shield is. The Lord God is thy sun and shield | Blessed truth! It meets the
whole need of the heart. There is no sunshine like the beams of His countenance, and no shelter like the shadow of His wing. Treasure in thy
heart this blessed truth — meditate thereon — make it thine own. And still dwell upon it, until it has become a part of thyself. Bask, as it
were, in the sunshine, and repose behind the shield of thy God and Father. All must be peace, and rest, and light, and joy, and security there.
No harm can ever come to thee there. It is thy Father’s shield. It is well to be always in the shade as to this world, but ever in the sunshine of
thy Father’s face. While here below amidst all the weakness and darkness of this present scene, forget not that the Lord thy God is thy sun
and shield — thy light and guidance in darkness — thy strength and protection in weakness. Thus shalt thou be effectually delivered from all
doubts and fears, and filled with the full assurance of faith.

Experimentally, may | ask, my dear christian leader, dost thou feel thy heart expand, and willingly open out all its folds to the gracious light of
this genial sun? It invites thy fullest confidence. It will warm and enlighten, but not consume. Suffer not a dark corner to remain concealed
from its searching, yet cheering beams. It is fitted and intended to make thee perfectly happy. If one dark spot could remain on thy soul in
heaven, it would be no heaven to thee.

But not one moment of thy history shall be left in the dark when thou art manifested before the judgment-seat of Christ. There, every
moment, and all that belongs to each moment, shall be revealed in the pure light of heaven. Then, thy happiness shall be complete — thy
blessedness un-mingled —thy song of praise on the highest key-note of heaven. All will then be fully out between the Lord and thyself. And all
that has been contrary to Him in thy ways shall perish from thy remembrance and from His; and all that has been done for Him shall be
graciously acknowledged and rewarded. Even a cup of cold water given to one of the least of His disciples in His name shall be remembered
and rewarded forever. No good thing will be withheld from them that walk uprightly. To walk uprightly, is to walk before Him, by Him, and or
Him. It is only the believer’s ways that are examined and estimated before the tribunal of Christ. The believer himself can never come into
judgment, Christ having been judged for him. (John 5:24.) The Lord enable us now to walk in the light as He is in the light, that now we may
be made manifest unto Him. 2 Cor. 5:10-21.

But there are other two words in the verse before us which must be noticed ere we part with our rich and instructive psalm. And words they
are of no mean significance — “Grace and Glory.” All blessing, both for time and eternity, is folded up in these two words. “The Lord will give
grace and glory.” Both come from Him, and both are the fruit, or expression, of His love. Some have spoken of grace as the bud, and glory as
the full-blown beauties of the flower. Others have said, that in David and Solomon we have the illustration of both. Grace was exhibited in
David, and glory in Solomon. It was grace that raised David from his low state to the highest honors; and it was the same grace that restored
him when he wandered — that comforted him when in sorrow — that sustained him when in conflict, and that kept him safe until he reached
his journey’s end.

But when grace had done its work in David, glory shines forth in Solomon. Glory was stamped on everything under his reign. His throne, his
attendants, every detail of his household, even the whole land of Israel reflected his glory (see 2 Chron. 9:1,12), yet grace shone in all the
glory. The two things are inseparable. All the glories of the rose are folded up in the bud. But it is chiefly in this world that grace has to do
with us. This marks the great difference between grace and glory.

Grace has to do with us in our weakness, failure, sorrow; and willingly brings the needed strength, restoration, comfort, and joy. It is the
sweet and needed companion of the days of our humiliation. Oh! what a friend, what a companion, what a portion, grace is for a soul in this
world; and what an unspeakable blessing to know the grace of God in truth! “The Lord will give grace and glory.” Forget not this, O my soul,
reckon on both; on grace now, on glory hereafter. They can never fail. There is no need they cannot meet, and no enemy they cannot
conquer. Like the pilgrim’s guardian angels, “Goodness and Mercy,” in the twenty-third psalm, they surround thee on every side. Encircled
indeed thou art, whether in Baca’s vale, or on Zion’s hill, with a heavenly company. In parting with the companion of many a happy hour,
carry this thought with thee. It may give strength and courage to thy heart in a time of need. What can be more suitable for a pilgrim’s path,
than the precious truths which are at once suggested by the beautiful symbols of a “sun and shield?” or by the plain but all comprehensive



words — “Grace and glory?” And, as if these did not sufficiently express the love and care of thy Lord, it is added, “No good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly.”

Say, then, O say, my soul, is not this enough? He is unwearied in His love, He is all patience in His ministry, He waits on thee in every step of
thy journey. He fills the pools and wells of Baca, to refresh the pilgrim on his way. What truth, oh! what truth for the heart — what light for the

path — what strength for conflict — what assurance of victory, in His boundless grace!

Suffering first, glory follows. Take courage, my soul. “A little while,” and glory will fill the wide, wide regions of thy Lord’s dominions. And
being with Him, thou shalt be at the center of it all. Conflict ceases there. Here, grace has to struggle with our evil in many ways, and
sometimes it may seem doubtful which is to win the day; but the Lord gives more grace, and it always triumphs. But there, no evil can ever
be, either to dispute or divide the scene with glory. Then, the days of evil will be past, and past forever. Then, the Lord of glory will have
everything His own way — He will form and fashion everything after His own mind — He will keep everything under His own hand, and stamp
everything with His own glorious image. It will be glory, glory, GLORY.

Oh! blessed, happy, looked for, longed for day, come quickly! Oh! what a day that will be — a day of, yet unknown, but of unmingled
blessedness — a day of inconceivable joy in rejoining those who have gone before — in seeing thee, O most blessed Lord, face to face, and
those, once known — well known and loved on earth! Oh! day of days, second to none, save that first of all days, when thou didst give thyself
for us — when thou didst lay the foundation in thy death of that day of coming glory.

“Loved ones are gone before, whose pilgrim days are done;

| soon shall greet them on that shore, where partings are unknown.

But more than all, | long His glories to behold,

Whose smile shall fill the radiant throng with ecstasy untold.

That bright, yet tender smile — my sweetest welcome there —

Shall cheer me through the “little while” | tarry for Him here.”

And now, with mingled feelings, waiting and longing for that better day, | close my meditations on our beautiful Psalm. May the Lord bless it
to every reader as He has done to the writer, and more if it be His good will. And may the testimony of the psalmist, in the closing note of his
sacred song, be the assurance of our hearts and the testimony of our lives henceforward and forever. “O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man
that trusteth in thee.”

O Lord of hosts, how lovely in mine eyes

The tents where thou dost dwell!

For thine abode my spirit faints and sighs;

The courts | love so well.

My longing soul is weary

Within thy house to be;

This world is waste and dreary,

A desert land to me.

The sparrow, Lord, hath found a shelter’'d home,

The swallow hath her nest;

She layeth there her young, and though she roam,

Returneth there to rest.

1, to thine altars flying,

Would there forever be;

My heart and flesh are crying,

O living God, for thee!

How blest are they who in thy house abide!

Thee evermore they praise.

How strong the man whom thou alone dost guide,



Whose heart doth keep thy ways.

A pilgrim and a stranger,

He leaneth on thine arm;

And thou, in time of danger,

Dost shield him from alarm.

From strength to strength through Baca’s vale of woe,
They pass along in prayer,

And gushing streams of living water flow,
Dug by their faithful care;

Thy rain is sent from heaven

To fertilize the land,

And wayside grace is given,

Till they in Zion stand.

Lord God of hosts, attend unto my prayer!
O Jacob’s God, give ear!

Behold, O God, our Shield, we through thy care,
Within thy courts appear!

Look thou upon the glory

Of thine Anointed’s face;

In Him we stand before thee,

To witness of thy grace!

One day with thee excelleth o’er and o’er
A thousand days apart;

In thine abode, within thy temple-door,
Would stand my watchful heart.

Men tell me of the treasure

Hid in their tents of sin

I look not there for pleasure,

Nor choose to enter in.

Own thou the Lord to be thy Sun, thy Shield—
No good will He withhold;

He giveth grace, and soon shall be reveal’d
His glory, yet untold.

His mighty name confessing,

Walk thou at peace and free;

O Lord, how rich the blessing

Of him who trusts in thee!

German Choral Altisio.



Things New and Old: Volume 9, Eighty-Fourth Psalm, Meditations on the (84:9-10)

Verse 9: “Behold, O God, our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed” What marvelous words are these! In writing them down they
have touched a chord in the heart, which awakens deep thoughts and feelings. The combination is beautiful and blessed — “our Shield” —
“Thine Anointed.” God and the soul are brought near to each other. Their object, their center, is One — “our” — “thine.” Both are looking to
the same Christ, though from different points of view. He is God’s Anointed, He is thy Shield, O my soul! Dwell on this blessed theme.
Precious Savior! He glorifies God — reconciles the sinner, and unites both in Himself. “I in my Father, and ye in me, and | in you.” (John
14,17.) Blessed union — fruitful in eternal unity and glory!

Never before, O my soul, hast thou so seen or felt the power of this verse; and now, happily, patiently, deeply, meditate thereon, | pray thee;
while the fire buns concentrate thy musings on this great truth. Think on the many blessings which flow from thy privileged place. All favor,
all security, all happiness, both for time and eternity, are found therein.

But especially would | say, Meditate on Him who thus links every believer with God, and the valley of Baca with the courts above. He who is
the Father s delight — the One on whom He ever looks with perfect complacency, is every believer’s hiding place — is thy hiding place. There
thou art sheltered from every storm in this life; and there, too, as behind an invulnerable shield, thou art safe forever. No enemy can ever
break through thy sure defense. They may threaten, but can do no more. Only watch thou, and never wander from thy hiding place. Thy only
security is to keep behind the shield. Thou hast all there.

While many, alas, are satisfied with mere formalities in religion, or with the dry discussion of doctrines, high or low, as they may be called,
see thou and be occupied with Christ Himself. It is the knowledge of His Person that gives strength and joy to the soul. At all times, under all
circumstances, we can say, “Look upon the face of thine Anointed.” We cannot always say, Look on us; but we may always say, Look on Him.
In deepest sorrow through conscious failure, or in trials and difficulties through faithfulness to His name, we can ever plead with God what
Christ is. God is ever well pleased with Him — ever occupied with Him as risen from the dead and exalted to His own right hand in heaven;
and He would have us also to be occupied with Him as the heart’s exclusive object.

True faith can only rest on God’s estimate of Christ, not on inward thoughts and feelings. That which may be called the faith of the formalist,
rests on the ability of his own mind to judge of these matters. He trusts in himself. This is the essential difference between faith in
appearance and faith in reality. The one rests in God’s estimate of Christ, the other in his own. The one trusts in Christ, the other trusts in
himself. But, oh! how wide the difference between the two in God’s sight! and, alas, how wide will be the difference forever, if no change
takes place! As to thyself, dear reader, on what is thy faith — thy hope resting? See, | beseech thee, that the word of the living God is the
solid rock on which all thy expectations are built; and as one lost and ruined under sin, see that thou art looking to Jesus as thy Savior, and
resting on the word of His grace. This is saving faith. It listens only to God.

Take an example — It is on God'’s testimony to the good of Christ that the conscience rests with a perfect rest, in spite of all that it feels
working within; and it is only His testimony to the Person of Christ that keeps the heart peaceful and happy in spite of all circumstances. What
God says must hold good and true independently of all perplexing circumstances without, and of all contrary feelings within. Thus faith
argues, and argues fairly, and walks in fellowship with God. When He proclaims from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased;” the voice of faith from earth responds, “This is my beloved Savior, in whom | am well pleased.” The voices meet and agree in One.
This is communion! Oh! wondrous, gracious, glorious truth! The Lord’s name alone have all the praise!

Yet one look more at this precious ninth verse, before passing on to the tenth. The thoughts love to linger over the many lines of truth which
it suggests. It begets meditation. And still the leading thought is — God looks for the believer to have the same thoughts of Christ as He has
Himself. But this is the work of the Holy Spirit. We only know Christ in the proportion that He is revealed unto us by the Spirit. Hence the
unspeakable importance of understanding the scriptures on this point; and of giving the Holy Spirit His right place both in our hearts and
ways. “For he dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” (John 14:17.) When this leading truth of the present period is either overlooked or
practically displaced, there must be great darkness and feebleness as to the Person of Christ. “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by
the Holy Ghost.” “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.” “Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and
shall show it unto you.” 1 Cor. 12:3; 2:11; John 16:13, 14.

The great object, we believe, of the Holy Spirit’s work in us, is to make good in our hearts the thoughts of God concerning Christ. This is the
basis of the Christian’s walking in the light as God is in the light, and of worshipping Him in Spirit and in truth. Indeed, all hinges, practically,
on this state of soul. Our consistency, spirituality, steadfastness, devotedness, and happiness, are intimately connected with it. When the
heart is right with Christ, both the judgment and the practice will be right. The affections govern the judgment. God's way of delivering souls
from all evil, both inwardly and outwardly, is Christ. Our only strength is in being filled with Him. Light on the path, and strength to walk
therein, flow from this.

Is it not ignorance of Christ that leads the unconverted around us to act so contrary to Him? And on the other hand, is it not the knowledge of
Christ that leads to a life of holiness and practical godliness? And just in proportion as the Christian enjoys Christ, does he live above self and
the world. And farther, it is only in being occupied with Christ, as He is before God, in all His loveliness, that we grow up into His likeness. This
is the principle; If we would love Him more, we must be more occupied with His love to us — if we would serve Him better, we must be more
occupied with His devotedness to us — if we would get rid of our spiritual deformities, we must be more occupied with His loveliness. “But we
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.” 2 Cor. 3:18.



But, alas! how often it happens, that even true, earnest Christians are strangers to this line of truth, this character of exercise, and this
fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. There is a constant tendency in such to be occupied with a sense of inward evil in
place of Christ; consequently, darkness, feebleness, a lack of communion as to Christ, must be the result. Discouraged and cast down from
what takes place within, they are filled with doubts and fears. They think the heart ought to get better, and not have so many bad thoughts
as it once had. Most true, the Christian has to judge himself daily and hourly for everything that is contrary to Christ. But he has also another
lesson of great practical importance to learn, namely, he has to learn what flows from Christ, and what flows from himself. There is no good
thing in nature, and no good thing can ever come from it. “In me,” says the great apostle, “(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.”
Every good thing cometh down from above. But we are slow to learn that there is nothing good towards God in our nature, and that nothing
good in His sight can ever come from it.

We must live Christ if we would please God, and walk in fellowship with Him; but we must first learn Him. He is our lesson. Oh! that we could
impress all our readers and ourselves, more deeply, with the importance of this great truth! “To learn Christ — and to live Christ.” “For me to
live is Christ,” says the apostle, and in writing to the Ephesians he says, “But ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard him
and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus.” This is our lesson, — the wide range of truth as brought out and set in. the light of
heaven, in connection with the lowly Jesus on earth, and the exalted Christ in heaven. This, | repeat, is our lesson! He is the way, the truth,
and the life. The character, the reality, the truth, of everything was tested by His presence on earth. All truth meets in His Person. But most
and best of all, by Him we know God and are happy: and in Him as the risen, exalted, and glorified Christ, we know, and still learn more and
more of our privileges and blessings in the presence of God. “Behold, O God, our shield, and look upon the face of thine Anointed.”

Verse 10. “For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. | had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness” Those who only know the pleasures of the tents of wickedness, can have no proper conception of the true, solid, lasting
pleasures of the courts of the Lord. Those who know both can speak positively of the difference. Who that has spent a day with God in spirit,
and in the varying exercises of meditation and devotion, cannot speak of its blessedness? But the testimony of scripture on the subject is full,
and safer to judge from.

The Spirit of truth, by Solomon, has said, “For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool. This also is vanity.”
(Eccles. 7:6) Noisy, empty, sparkling, it may be, for a moment, and then extinguished forever. Such, alas! is the character of the so-called
pleasure in the tents of wickedness. But what shall we say of the fearful condition of those who are feeling the sharp sting of sin after the
pleasure is gone? Is it not misery — great misery, even in this life? but, oh! what must it be when all its bitterness is felt in the place where
hope never enters. The remembrance of those shallow, short-lived pleasures of earth will afford no relief there.

But we turn to the other and brighter side of the question, and there we read of something very different — may this be the happy portion of
all who read these lines! “In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” (Psalm 16:11.) Which, now,
dear reader, may | ask, do you prefer? Eccles. 7:6 is as true as Psalm 16:11. But the path of life in the latter, and the path of folly in the
former, are as wide apart as heaven and hell. Which, think you, my dear reader, is the nobler, higher, manlier, worthier, wiser path? The
boisterous, hollow, unmeaning mirth of the worldling, or the calm, real, lasting joy of the Christian? Do you hesitate? Need you hesitate? The
Lord enable you to choose the better part — the part that shall never be taken from you. This itself is no small comfort to the believer. “Mary
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:42.) We may not always enjoy or value the good part as we
ought to do, but it shall not be taken away from us. God says it, and that is enough to faith.

Besides, the same blessed truth is plainly taught in our text: “In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore.” What a wonderful place and portion we have here! The Lord’s name be praised. What a field for meditation! Enter it, my soul, |
pray thee; come and meditate with spiritual power on these wonderful words — “Thy right hand” — the place of dignity, power, and special
privilege. “Fullness of joy” — nothing lacking — “all spiritual blessings.” “Pleasures for evermore.” Not only is it the place of honor and joy,
but it is our everlasting place — “for evermore.” “Pleasures for evermore.” No alloy — no fear of these pleasures ever coming to an end —
they are “for evermore.”

Better, surely, better far, be in the humblest condition as to this life, with the knowledge of Jesus, than be the greatest and most exalted
monarch that ever sat upon a throne, without the knowledge of Jesus. From the lowest ranks in this life, faith aspires to the highest
enjoyments in heaven. It is high-born, high-souled, high in its aspirations, and high in its destinies. It affirms that one day — a single day,
spent in the house of God, is better far, than a thousand spent in the tents of wickedness. And if it be so now, O, what must it be hereafter!
Then the faithful in Christ Jesus shall ascend to the house of many mansions, where there is fullness of joy and pleasures for evermore. But,
alas, alas, those who preferred the tents of wickedness to the company of the godly during their earthly days, can have no part or lot with
them, in those abodes of unmingled, never-ending blessedness. May the Lord, in His rich grace, prevent such a fearful end in the ease of all
who read these meditations! And to His hame alone be all the praise and glory.

Things New and Old: Volume 9, Eighty-Fourth Psalm, Meditations on the (84:8)

Ver. 8. “O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.” The weary pilgrim is at length before God in Zion. Blessed
journey that has such an end! And blessed be the God of Jacob, that the pilgrim has now and then, even on the journey, sweet foretastes of
that happy end; but, oh! what will it be when it is fully tasted in glory — in the Father’s house on high! Till then, O my soul, fail not to drink at
the fountain, though traveling through a dry and thirsty land. Faith is as welcome now in those courts above, as thou thyself wilt be at the
journey’s end. Thy title is as good now as it will he then — the name of Christ can never be more welcome than it is today. Oh! then, use thy
title now — let heaven see what great and constant use thou canst make of that blessed name now.

In musing on these words, a solemn thought crosses the mind — Zion, or grace, is the meeting-place of God and His people. Every child of
Adam, sooner or later, must meet God on one of two grounds: — the ground of righteousness or the ground of grace. No one can escape, or
pass unnoticed in a crowd. Each one must individually, and for himself, appear before God. “So then every one of us shall give account of



himself to God.” (Rom. 14:12.) Most solemn thought, surely! But if on the ground of righteousness, all must be lost — forever lost. Who could
answer to God for one of a thousand of his many thousand sins? Hence the psalmist prays, “Enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in
thy sight shall no man living be justified.” (Psalm 143:2.) Human reasoning would not avail there. But no man, even now, ever reasons in the
presence of God. Clearly then, on the ground of righteousness, the soul must be hopelessly lost. God grant, that my dear reader, through
faith in Christ, may pass from death unto life now, and so never come into judgment. John 5:24.

Grace, pure grace, is the only other ground. There is no middle ground in scripture. And he who stands before God on this ground is safe
forever. He is saved with God’s great salvation. What he previously was, is not thought of. He is now a true believer in Christ Jesus. He honors
the Savior with the confidence of his heart; and in God’s sight, there is nothing too good for him. He honors him in the fullest and most public
way. In short, he is blessed according to the riches of divine grace, and the value of the work of Christ. H e fares well; yes, as well as Christ
Himself! As the bride ranks with the bridegroom — as the wife ranks with the husband, so does the Christian rank with Christ in heaven. He is
joined unto the Lord and one spirit with Him. Happy they who are thus done with their own works, and trust only in the finished work of
Christ. But tell me, O my soul, in plain terms, what is the difference today, between a soul that is on the ground of grace, and one that is on
the ground of righteousness? Practically, the one trusts in Christ, the other trusts in himself. This is the great difference, really, between the
saved and the unsaved — the Christian and the worldling. It is connection by faith with the Person of Christ that makes the difference. The
one may be as full of outward religious observances as the other, but unless the heart be connected with the Person of Christ, these go for
nothing. Were a school-boy to cover his slate with ciphers, not one of them could be reckoned, until he had connected them with a figure,
then they would all count. Even so, a cup of cold water given in connection with the name of Christ shall have its eternal reward.

He who has felt his need and helplessness, and trusts in Christ alone, is on the ground of the pure favor of God; but he who is still a stranger
to this state, however full of good works, charities, and religious duties, is on the ground of inflexible righteousness. The tree must first be
made good before the fruit can be good. We must be engrafted into the living Vine, and drink of the fatness of its roots, before we can bear
fruit to God. Christ only can bear fruit to God; but as the tree bears fruit through its branches, so Christ bears fruit to God through His
members.

Awful indeed must be the meeting between God and the sinner on the ground of righteousness. When the plumb-line is laid to a crooked wall,
it does not make it straight, but it shows out all its crookedness. The judgment-seat will prove the sinner’s condition, but it can show him no
favor. The day of grace is past. It is too late to cry for mercy — yes, alas! Too late when the sentence, “Depart from me” is uttered — too late
when the gates of heaven are closed — too late when the gates of hell are opened — too late when Satan whom he has served claims him as
his — too late when enclosed within those fiery walls whence none ever escape! Oh! what an end for an immortal soul! The very thought of it
is overwhelming. The soul shudders in writing it. Oh! what can be done now to prevent it? is the first feeling of the heart. And, yet, what can
we say? The only thing that can prevent it is done already. Redemption is accomplished. Jesus died and rose again. The sure foundation of
grace and glory has been laid in Zion, and whosoever believeth thereon shall never be confounded. “Christ was delivered for our offenses,
and was raised again for our justification.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” are plain words; who can
misunderstand their meaning? The jailor believed on the Lord Jesus Christ — he trusted in Him according to the word of the apostle, and was
saved, and others of his household who believed. The gospel is the same today as it was then; whosoever believeth on the Son of God, hath
everlasting life.

Lord of the harvest, send more laborers into the gospel-field; and grant, Lord, that thy preachers may never lose sight of the solemn results of
their preaching! Surely, if preachers themselves were more alive to the awful future of a Christless soul, they would be more in earnest, and
more would be awakened by their warning voice. The end is near, the time is short, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh; and souls — many
souls — are perishing.

Let thy word, O Lord, be clothed with power from on high, that it may be more effectual in them that hear it; and fill thine evangelists,
blessed Lord, with a burning desire — a consuming passion for the salvation of sinners. With the fearful end of their unawakened hearers in
view, may they speak plainly, pointedly, boldly, earnestly, and affectionately: and may their constant prayer be, ‘Lord, suffer not even one
precious soul to depart unimpressed, unawakened, unsaved.’

“Oh! speak of Jesus — of His grace,
Receiving, pardoning, blessing all;
His holy, spotless life to trace —
His words, His miracles recall.

The words He spoke, the truths He taught,
With life, eternal life, are fraught.
“Oh, speak of Jesus — of His death:
For sinners such as we He died.

Tis finished, with His latest breath,
The Lord, Jehovah Jesus, cried.
That death of shame and agony

Opened the way of life to me.”



While meditating on the happiness of those who had reached Mount Zion, and were before God in His holy temple, the psalmist breaks forth
in fervent prayer and praise. He was longing to enjoy the same privileges himself. “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the
Lord.” How often this has been the experience of the people of God when deprived of the public means of grace so called. There is divine
reality in the fellowship of saints. “l was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” There is spiritual refreshment
and blessing in meeting with those we love in the spirit. Ere long we shall meet in heaven to part no more, and to love each other perfectly.

The mere formalist, of course, knows nothing of these exercises, but the psalmist was the opposite of a formalist. His whole heart was in the
temple-worship of God; and he enters into it, in spirit, though, perhaps, in exile. He praises God, but owing to his position, his praise turns into
prayer. “O Lord of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob.”

There are two distinct thoughts of great practical value to the Christian, in this short prayer. There is the sense of divine majesty, and the
consciousness of divine relationship. As “Lord of hosts,” He is almighty in power; as the “ God of Jacob,” He is infinite in mercy and goodness
to His people. The Jew could depend on the covenant-faithfulness of Jehovah; we, on the name of “Father” in connection with Christ. There
was power to protect in the Valley of Baca; and, sweeter still, grace to bless on the holy hill of Zion. It is there the happy worshipper loses
sight of self, and of all the troubles and trials of the way, and rejoices in the blessed consciousness of his relationship with the living God.

As Christians, we have “received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” We are thus taught and led by the Holy Ghost Himself,
to use the sweet expression of our relationship — Father. This is our happy place now through the riches of sovereign grace. “And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” (Gal. 4:6.) Only yesterday, as it were, we were far
off from God, and seeking happiness apart from Him, but He has had mercy — great mercy, blessed be His name, and brought us to Himself
through faith in Christ Jesus. And now the children’s place and the children’s portion are ours — ours today — ours henceforth and forever.
Only think, O my soul, on that wondrous word, which has gladdened so many hearts, “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if
a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” Meditate, | say, on this great truth — on these very words — “no more” “Thou art no more a
servant, but a son” — and “an heir” — “an heir of God.” Not merely, observe, an heir of heaven, or of glory, but “an heir of God through
Christ.” Oh! wondrous truth! The possessions of God are thine. And mark, too, | pray thee, that the Spirit is not speaking here of what we shall
be, but of what we now are. “Thou art no more a servant, but a son.” Marvelous place — blessed privilege — glorious liberty! We can only
worship and adore; nothing can be added to our possessions. His name alone have all the praise and glory. “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he [Christ] is pure.” 1 John 3:1-3.

Once as prodigals we wandered in our folly far from thee;
But thy grace o’er sin abounding, rescued us from misery:
Thou the prodigal hast pardoned, ‘kissed us’ with a Father’s love:
‘Killed the fatted calf,” and called us e’er to dwell with thee above.

“Clothed in garments of salvation, at thy table is our place;We rejoice, and thou rejoicest, in the riches of thy grace.‘It is meet,” we hear thee
saying, we should merry be and glad,| have found my once lost children, now they live who once were dead.”

Correspondence, Correspondence: "Ye are Gods";Circumcision; 1 Cor. 3:21-22; Psa. 88 and 22 (82:6)

Ques. What is the meaning of, "Ye are gods,' in Psa. 82:6, and John 10:35, 36?7
M. G.

Ans. It means judges or great men. In John 10, they found fault with the Lord for saying He was the Son of God. He silenced them by quoting
that men are called gods in Scripture, which cannot be broken. And why should they say of Him, whom the Father had set apart, and sent into
the world, "Thou blasphemest, because | said, | am the Son of God." Look at My works, they are the Father's, as My words had been the
words of the Father. But they hated Him and tried to take Him. In vain; His hour was not yet come. He escaped out of their hands.

Truly, our hearts by nature, even at their best, are enmity against God. (Rom. 8:7.)
Ques. What does circumcision mean for Christians? D. C.

Ans. Circumcision in the Old Testament was a mark of subjection put upon the flesh of Jehovah's people; it signified death. Its teaching for us
is, that as men in the flesh, we are put to death in the death of Christ (Col. 2:11), "In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ." In His death on the cross as men in the flesh, we have
been put to death before God.

Phil. 3:3 says, "We are the circumcision," that is: those who have owned that there is no good in the flesh; in contrast with the concision, that
is: those who are trying to improve it. We are to bear about in our body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus might be manifested in our
mortal body or flesh. (2 Cor. 4:10,11.)

Christians are not under the law or ordinances, but under grace. (Rom. 6:14.)

Ques. What is meant by 1 Cor. 3:21, 22? How are all things ours? E. C. D.



Ans. The Christians in Corinth were carnal; they followed men (1:12, 13; 3:1-6). The apostle tells them all these teachers were for their
benefit. They are to take all as the Lord's ordering for their good. And so of the world; they had it from God, the Lord. Life was from Him;
death, it was His servant for them; things present were His ordering for them; things to come were just what He would send. All was settled
and sure, for they were Christ's and Christ was God's.

Ques. Are Psa. 88 and 22 similar? Does the 91st follow the 88th, as the 23rd follows the 22nd?
H.C. W.

Ans. Psa. 22 is the experience of the Lord while making atonement for sin. Atonement is completed (Verse 22), and Christ is seen in
resurrection declaring the Father's name to His brethren (John 20:17; Heb. 2:12). In the Psalm, it is Israel and the nations; it is blessing to the
ends of the earth. And the Psalm closes with, "He hath done this.”

Psa. 23. Jehovah is the Shepherd caring for the sheep.

Psa. 24 is His coming in glory into His Kingdom, and the character of the godly who receive the blessing of Jehovah, and righteousness from
the God of his salvation.

Psa. 88 has some expressions of suffering, similar to the Lord's sufferings under the judgment of God, but the soul in Psa. 88 speaks under
the sense of God's wrath lying hard upon him in his lifetime. It is the experience of a godly Israelite under the broken law, without the
knowledge of Christ's redemption. The Psalm closes leaving him in darkness. A dreadful state truly, yet there is faith, for he calls on Jehovah,
God of his salvation. It is Israel in their trouble before deliverance comes.

It was only on the cross, when bearing our sins, that Jesus was forsaken of God. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. All His lifetime
He walked in the sunshine of His Father's approval, though outwardly a man of sorrows. If we apply any language like this to Christ, we must
think of Him on the cross at the time. We need to be careful how we apply the Psalms to Him personally.

Even Psa. 69 is not the atoning sufferings of Christ, but the godly man suffering for righteousness' sake, and for Jehovah's sake, suffering
from his persecutors for his godliness, and while specially applicable to Christ on the cross, it is also true of others who suffer in the same
way. His prayer is unto Jehovah and is accepted (Verse 18), and judgment comes to the persecutors.

Psa. 91 is specially Jesus as the Messiah, but also takes in others as far as they walk in His steps.

Verse 1, as is usual in the Psalms, gives the theme. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty." "Most High" is (absolute supremacy) God's Millennial title (Gen. 14:18-22). "Almighty" (complete power), He was this to Abraham
(Gen. 17:1).

Verse 2. (Jesus) Messiah claims this, "l will say of Jehovah, He is My refuge and My fortress: My God; in Him will | trust.”
Verses 3-8 is the Holy Spirit's voice speaking to the Messiah.

Verses 9-13 is Israel's voice also speaking to Him in the same way.

Verses 14-16 are Jehovah's words to that faithful and true One.

The Lord Jesus was perfect in all His ways. He needed no chastening. All we believers need it. In applying this Psalm to ourselves, we must
mark the difference, and submit to needed chastening.

The Lord, in grace, resigned this place of exemption from suffering, to walk in a lowly, suffering path, rejected and despised of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, but all His sufferings were in fellowship with God, and only on the cross He suffered for sin, our sins. We,
too, suffer now with Christ in a world whose ruler is Satan.

Young Christian: Volume 15, 1925, Open Thy Mouth Wide, and | Will Fill It (81:10)

In the garden of the house where we lived recently, was a raw of tall trees. In one of these, some birds, like crows, built a nest, and in due
time hatched out a little family.

It was a great interest to us all to watch them, though the chief thing, we could see was a cluster of little heads, with big, wide-opened
mouths. Soon the mother bird, or father bird, would come with some choice morsel and then what excitement ensued, as it was dispensed to
the hungry family!

There was never any question as to whether they wanted it or not. They seemed to be always ready with their mouths opened wide—that
was their part. The parent birds did the rest, and dropped the food into the open mouths of those tiny, helpless creatures.

Is it not somewhat the same with us and the Lord? He is ever faithful to provide us with food in due season, and yet how many Christians
seem to be half-starved, and why? Is it not because they have not learned to open their mouths wide to receive the food? There was an
earnest, eager desire with the birds, and is it not that which we lack too often? The Lord says, “As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of
the Word, that ye may grow thereby.”



The food is ready and waiting. There is no other way to grow, and yet how slow we are to desire it; so slow to open our mouths wide, and let
the Lord fill them.

| was hearing recently of some of the Lord’s dear people who had come together to feed on the Word of God—(or perhaps | should say, to be
fed with His Word), and they were greatly discouraged and disappointed because some of those whom they were accustomed to have
dispense it to them—(their “nurses,” shall | say?) were not with them, and they felt it hardly worthwhile to open their mouths. And yet when
they did, they found the Lord as faithful as ever, and they came away filled.

Is it not ever so, dear fellow-believer, whether alone or together, if we approach that Holy Word with wide open mouths, we will ever come
away with them full? The difficulty so often is that we are so “full” already with other things, that there is no room for the Lord to fill us. Most
of us have to own it with shame. How little in spiritual things is our “progress” “manifest to all.” (1 Tim. 4:15, New Trans.).

But there was one other thing we noticed about the birds. They were always at work early. Very early in the morning those older birds might
be seen walking across our lawn, gathering worms. | could not but think of our old proverb, “The early bird gets the worm,” and perhaps this
may be spiritually applied.

May we each one be found, like Israel of old, out gathering that “Manna” before the sun is up, and it is melted!
“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” (Col. 3:16).

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, "Why" in Psalms 78:67-68 (78:67-68)

Question: Psa. 78:67, 68. Please explain the “why.” W. H. G.

Answer: God is sovereign, or He abdicates Godhead. One of the twelve tribes must of necessity take precedence; and He chose Judah. If any
creature is entitled to ask “why,” surely it is a very plain answer that His Son deigned to be born of that tribe. But it is well to be content with
God'’s wise, good, and holy will, if we could give no reason.

Three Looks and Their Results, Three Looks and Their Results: A Look Within - Depressed (77:4-9)

In Psalm 77:4-9, the soul looks within, and reasons on what it finds there: all is darkness and depression; it always is if we commune with own
our hearts, and the conclusion is: "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?"

Christian Treasury: Volume 3, Two-Fold Way of God, The (77:13-19)

Psa. 77:13, 19.PSA 77:13-19

His way is "in the sanctuary," and His way is "in the sea," but there is a great difference between these two things. First of all, God's way is in
the sanctuary where all is light and clear. There is no mistake there. There is nothing in the least degree that is a harassment to the spirit. On
the contrary, it is when the poor troubled one enters into the sanctuary and views things there in the light of God, that he sees the end of all
else—everything that appears to be entangled, the end of which he cannot find on the earth.

We have the same thing in Psa. 73:16, 17. "When | thought to know this, it was too painful for me; until | went into the sanctuary of God; then
understood | their end." That is, in the sanctuary of God, everything is understood, no matter how difficult, trying or painful in regard to
ourselves or others. When we once enter there, we are in the place of God's light and God's love. Then whatever the difficulty may be, we
understand all about it.

Not only is God's way in the sanctuary where all is bright and happy, but God's way is in the sea also. He walks where we cannot always trace
His footsteps. God moves mysteriously at times, as we all know. There are ways of God which are purposely to try us. | need not say that it is
not at all as if God had pleasure in our perplexities. Nor is it as if we had no sanctuary to draw near to where we can rise above them. But
still, there is a great deal in the ways of God that must be left entirely in His own hands.

The way of God is thus not only in the sanctuary, but also in the sea. And yet, what we find even in connection with His footsteps being in the
sea is, "Thou leddest Thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron." That was through the sea; afterward it was through the
wilderness. But it had been through the sea. The beginnings of the ways of God with His people were there, because from first to last, God
must be the confidence of the saint. It may be an early lesson of his soul, but it never ceases to be the thing to learn. How happy to know that
while the sanctuary is open to us, yet God Himself is nearer still, and to Him we are brought now. As it is said, "Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." 1 Peter 3:18.

This is a most precious thing, because there we are in the sanctuary and brought to God Himself. Even heaven itself would not satisfy our
hearts if we were not brought to God there. It is better than any freedom from trial—better than any blessing to be in the presence of the One
to whom we belong, who is Himself the source of all blessing and joy. That we are brought to Him now is infinitely precious. There we are in
the sanctuary brought to God.



There are other ways of God outside the sanctuary—the sea. And there we often find ourselves at a loss. If we are occupied with the sea itself
and with trying to scan God's footsteps there, we become perplexed. But confidence in God Himself is always the strength of faith. May the
Lord grant us increasing simplicity and quietness in the midst of all that we pass through for His name's sake.

Christian Truth: Volume 18, Final Word, The (76:10)

"Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee: the remainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain." Psalm 76:10.

God makes the wrath of man to praise Him. He turns everything to His own glory and purpose, and then stops all the rest. Where faith is in
exercise, it counts on God through all, sure that God will have the last and final word in the matter.

Edification: Volume 8, "Surely the Wrath of Man Shall Praise Thee." (76:10)

(Psa. 76:10.)

WE can trace the truth of the above statement in the Scriptures, as well as in the happenings of the present happenings time, in so far as
they are in the line of the fulfillment of Scripture.

For instance, take the Scriptural case of Joseph. As a lad of seventeen he twice had remarkable, God-given dreams, foreshadowing a
wonderful future. His brethren were envious. “Jealousy [envy] is cruel as the grave” (Song of Sol. 8:6).

And so it turned out. Joseph’s brethren, threw him into a pit to die. They took his coat of many colors, dipped it in the blood of a goat, to
deceive the old father at home that his loved son had been torn to pieces by a wild beast. God however, preserved his life, and he was sold
into Egypt as a slave.

Years rolled by. Joseph, now about thirty years of age, is making himself known to his brethren. We all know the story leading up to this point.
Joseph was flung into an Egyptian prison because he refused to yield to the seductions of a temptress. Then by a strange combination of
circumstances he is brought before Pharaoh, interprets that monarch’s remarkable dreams, and in the course of a few hours exchanges the
languishment, of the prison for a place of power, rule and organization, second only to Pharaoh himself.

The biting famine comes. Joseph'’s brethren are driven to Egypt for supplies of food. Joseph makes himself known to them in the memorable
words, “Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with, yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life
(Gen. 45:5).

Their wrath had sold Joseph into Egypt. God used their sin to utilize Joseph as the: super-organizer of the day to the saving of countless lives.
There could be no condoning of the terrible sin of Joseph’s brethren against their brother, but it must have been very consoling to their
accusing hearts to find that God had used the wrath of man to praise Him.

Take the most wonderful example of all. The greatest crime this world has seen, or can see, is the murder of the Son of God. One, Who only
displayed love, whose life was spent in undoing the works of the devil, was done to death by the insensate hate of the religious leaders of the
nation. But God has used man’s blackest sin as an occasion for showing His great love to man. The cross was the occasion of man’s sin, the
cross was the very place where atonement was made, which enables God in perfect righteousness to forgive sin. This is the instance above
all others where God has made the wrath of men to praise Him.

Take two instances from modern times. We know how the fulfillment of prophecy centers round the Jew. As it has often been said; the Jew is
the barometer of the world. We also know how the Scripture prophesies that the Jews will return to their own land in unbelief, pass through
the great tribulation, and a remnant acknowledge the Lord as their Saviour and Messiah.

God anticipates events. Things that happened many years ago may in the light of present day happenings be found to be divinely ordered
with a foreknowledge that is startling to us. For instance, the Jews are largely congregated in the heart of Europe as the following table
shows:

France has only 165,000 Jews; Great Britain, 300:000; Italy, 46:000; Japan 500.

Yet the United States has 3,800,000, and New York city alone contains 1,750,000 Jews, one to, every, three or four of the population. How is
this? We think it is a prominent illustration of our text that God makes the wrath of man to praise Him.

In 1880, that is over half a century ago, Russia passed some cruel laws, called the May Laws, which forced hundreds of thousands of Jews out
of the country. Multitudes of them sought asylum in the United States. There they have taken root, and have become captains of commerce,
and have made themselves wealthy. Today they are in a position to help their poorer countrymen to settle in Palestine. Surely God foresaw
all this, and has made the wrath of man to praise Him.

Take a second case at the present time. The repeopling of Palestine by the Jews was proceeding at a comparatively slow rate. About 5,000 a
year were admitted. One morning the civilized world was startled by the news of the stringent laws passed by Hitler against the Jews. A wave
of intense anti-Semitism swept over Germany. The Jews, who were able, quickly fled from the country. The trains running to Holland and
other parts, the ferry boats running to Denmark and Sweden were filled day after day with fleeing Jews. Many committed suicide.



It was their very prosperity that was their ruin. Numbering only three per cent of the population in Germany, yet the Jews accounted for about
eight per cent of the legal, medical and other professions, bides their share in the manufacturing and commercial life of the country.

The whole of Jewry felt very insecure. In 1931 The immigrants to Palestine numbered 5,000. In the first half of 1932 The number had risen to
15,000, and it was expected the second half of 1932 would witness a further 25,000 to 30,000 finding a home in Palestine. It is stated that
three times as many Jews went to Palestine from Poland in 1932 as in 1931. Moscow contains 250,000 Jews. By a new passport decree
150,000 of these are threatened with expulsion. It is said on good authority that 3,000,000 Jews are eager to settle in Palestine. No wonder!
They feel how insecure they are in the lands they have long dwelt in. Palestine is the only land they can lay claim to. If they leave Germany or
Russia or Poland, other countries will refuse them asylum. So Palestine is the spot they are seeking refuge in. Verily God makes the wrath of
man to praise Him.

Finally God has been preparing for all this. The Dead Sea, 46 miles long by 8 to 10 miles wide, super-salted, has for centuries been a scene of
desolation. No fishes can live in its waters, no bird can fly over its dreary wastes, no herbage grows round its shores.

But in these later years a change has taken place. We cull the following extract,
“THE DEAD SEA ALIVE AGAIN.

This is the description given of the new activities in the region of the Dead Sea. From its bitter and imprisoned waters mineral salts are being
withdrawn. The lorries containing them are every day carrying them from the Dead Sea to Jerusalem. There they join the railway, from there
are carried by sea to Europe, and more especially to England. For thousands of years the Dead Sea and its valley have been an abomination
of desolation. Under the stimulus of modern British enterprise its potash helps to make other desert places blossom like the rose. Other
mineral salts besides potash are in the recesses of the dark waters, and the men of this century can make use of them for medicines and for
a dozen industries. The Dead Sea, fifty miles long, ten broad, is at some places 1,300 feet deep.”

Dr. Thos. H., Norton, Editor of Chemicals computes the value of chemical deposits in the Dead Sea at 253 billion pounds. The contents are
computed as follows: —

Potassium Chloride 2,000,000,000 metric tons.
Sodium Chloride 11,000,000,000 metric tons.
Magnesium Chloride 22,000,000,000 metric tons.
Magnesium Bromide 980,000,000 metric tons.
Calcium Chloride 6,000,000,000 metric tons.

How is it that all this fabulous wealth has lain unknown for centuries and has now startled the world by its late discovery? We believe this has
been allowed of God, so that when money is needed in vast sums to finance the ever-increasing rush of population into the country it is
forthcoming.

In the light of all these happenings can we not see events shaping as the fulfilment of Scripture? Do not our hearts thrill as all this tells us that
the coming of the. Lord draweth nigh? God makes the wrath of man to praise Him.

A. J. Pollock.

The Remembrancer: 1894, "Whom Have | in Heaven but Thee?" (73:25)

JESUS! 'tis Thou Thyself | need,

At every time, at every hour;

Oh! wilt Thou guide my feet, and lead
And keep me by Thy Spirit's power,
That from Thee | may never stray,
But still press on the narrow way.
Close to Thy side | fain would cling,
And learn the mysteries of Thy love,
Into Thy presence entering

With boldness through the precious blood;
Oh! Jesu's love is vaster far

Than all our poor conceptions are.



It is this love my soul would know,
Would learn it in its heights and depths,
Would mark it in that hour of woe,
When on the cross He tasted death-
Would ponder all His wondrous ways,
And never cease His name to praise.
That precious name, it cheers the heart
When burden'd, or with care opprest,
Then to that blessed One | turn,

And always find a place of rest,
There on His bosom calmly stay,

And then-all else may pass away.
Yes-everything may pass away;

In Him my all in all I've found,

And having Him, sure | can say

Now | have all things and abound;
My precious Lord-to Thee | bow,

And own no other Lord but Thou.

It was the power of Jesu's cross,

That turn'd my darkness into light,
Now for His sake I'd count but loss,
All that might dim this precious sight;
Full well He knows the flesh how frail,
Yet in His strength | shall prevail.

Still 'tis Thyself, O Lord, | need

A sense of Jesus always near;

His love, the joy on which | feed,.

His presence, all | need to cheer.
With this I'll sweetly journey on,

And wait till He, my Lord, shall come.

Christian Truth: Volume 34, Psalm 73:2-17 (73:2-17)

It is indeed a trial of faith to find ourselves in the midst of evil which we have been taught to abhor. Nothing could be easier for God than to
set everything right at once by His power, to put an end to all that disturbs our peace and gives us grief. But He does not do this, because He
has something better in store for us. And faith has to learn to endure, in humiliation accepting the grievous situation, though it cause the
utter crushing of what is dear to the heart. "In Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."

Psalm 16:11.

Three Looks and Their Results, Look Around - Distracted, A (73:1-22)



In Psalm 73:1-22, the soul looks around, and becomes envious of the foolish and the prosperity of the wicked, and then becomes distracted;
until it finds itself in the sanctuary, then to discover not only the end of the wicked, but also its own folly, ignorance and unworthiness.

The Evangelist: Volume 2 (1868), Scripture Queries and Answers. (72:15)

WILL you kindly tell me, at your leisure, what you think the meaning of the words are, “Prayer also shall be made for Him continually; and
daily shall He be praised”? (Psalm 72:15.) —S.

The difficulty in the mind of the enquirer we judge is, how, if we regard the psalm to be a description of the reign of Christ, that “prayer”
could be made for Him who is God over all. We should, however, remember that our Lord Jesus will reign over the earth still as in subjection
to His God and Father, though sitting on His own throne, and reigning before His ancients gloriously. Jehovah says of Him, in the second
psalm, “Yet have | set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.” We understand the force of the prayer in question to be this, that at the time when
every knee is bowing to Christ, and all know the Lord, from the least to the greatest, there will be adoring worship to Him, and a constant
desire animating the heart for His exaltation and honor. Regarding Him—as they will do—as the fruit of David's loins, that Jehovah promised
should sit upon David’s throne, when they are really beholding the King in His beauty, He will not only be the object of constant praise, but of
desire also, that His name be continually exalted.

In Isaiah 53:4 we read, “Yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” Does this apply to the cross? —S.

When the Jews crucified the Lord of glory, they thought they were carrying out the law of Moses in thus disposing of Him as a blasphemer.
They said, “He hath spoken blasphemy;” and when Pilate hesitated to pass sentence, they said, “We have a law, and by our law He ought to
die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” So now, in their present state of ignorance and unbelief, the Jews regard Him as thus having
been stricken and smitten of God for His own evil. But by-and-by, when the Spirit of God removes the scales from their eyes, and they repent,
they will utter this very touching language of the prophet, “He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace (or the chastisement which purchased our peace) was upon Him, and with His stripes
we ARE HEALED.”

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, Then | Restored What | Took Not Away"?, What Is the Meaning of " (69:4)

Question: Psa. 69:4 (5). What means “Then | restored what | took not away”? I. H.

Answer: Our Lord pleads that He was not guilty of the wrong, but yet it was His to make good the right. His causeless enemies were
innumerable; they were as strong as they were false; and where He was unrighteously charged, He walked in grace, seeking at all cost
nothing but Jehovah'’s glory.

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, Then | Restored What | Took Not Away in Psalm 69:4 (69:4)

Question: Psalm 69:4 (5). What is the meaning of “Then | restored what | took not away”?
R.M.

Answer: As this query has already been put and answered in Vol. 20 (December, 1894), of this magazine, we give again what there
appeared— “Our Lord pleads that He was not guilty of the wrong, but yet it was His to make good the right. His causeless enemies were
innumerable; they were as strong as they were false, and where He was unrighteously charged, He walked in grace, seeking at all cost
nothing but Jehovah’s glory.”

Scripture Queries and Answers, Scripture Queries and Answers: Then | Restored ... ; He that Hath Suffered in the Flesh (69:4)

Q.-Psalm 69:4 (5). What is the meaning of " Then | restored what | took not away "?
R.M.

A.-As this query has already been put and answered in Vol. 20 (December, 1894), of this magazine, we give again what there
appeared:—"Our Lord pleads that He was not guilty of the wrong, but yet it was His to make good the right. His causeless enemies were
innumerable; they were as strong as they were false, and where He was unrighteously charged, He walked in grace, seeking at all cost
nothing but Jehovah's glory."



Q.-1 Peter 4:1, 2. "For he that hath suffered in the flesh," &c. To whom does the "he" refer in these two verses? R.M.

A.-To the believer-who, refusing to yield to the solicitations of sin, suffers thereby instead of gratifying the flesh. As Christ once suffered for
sins not His own-Himself the ever sinless One-but ours, so are we called to let this suffice, as well as " the time past of our life," and if now we
suffer from without it should be not for sins but for righteousness (3:14), or as a Christian (4:14-16). Arming ourselves " with the same mind "
we refuse the evil at whatever cost, that we may live to the will of God.

Scripture Queries and Answers, Scripture Queries and Answers: When do O. T. Saints Rise; Church Left Behind?; PSA 69:4 (69:4)

Q.—When do the O.T saints rise? A.C.W.
A.—" They that are Christ's at His coming ": not the church only, but the O.T saints also, being Christ's (1 Cor. 15:23).
Q.—Are any of the church left behind to go through the final tribulation, or to miss the millennial reign in Christ? A. C. W.

A.—-Not a single scripture intimates either. That which is written forms and strengthens the hope that every member of Christ's body will
enjoy all so clearly and fully pledged in John 14, 17., and elsewhere. The bride of Christ is no mutilated body, as the error imagines. Again,
those that go through the great tribulation are demonstrably (as in Rev. 7, 14. &c.) either Israelitish saints or Gentile ones, while the symbol
of the glorified company is seen only on high. So far is it from being true that any real Christians miss the millennial reign with Christ,

Rev. 20:4 is explicit that such of the Jewish or Gentile saints as follow after our translation to heaven, and are put to death under the earlier
persecution of Rev. 6 &c., or under the Beast's violence later (Rev. 13 &c.), are to be raised from the dead and share that reign, though only
called after the Lord comes and takes us to heaven. Those who survive are kept to form the nucleus of the Jews and Gentiles blessed on the
earth under His reign.

Q.—Psa. 69:4 (5). What means " Then | restored what | took not away "? I. H.

A.-Our Lord pleads that He was not guilty of the wrong, but yet it was His to make good the right. His causeless enemies were innumerable;
they were as strong as they were false; and where He was unrighteously charged, He walked in grace, seeking at all cost nothing but
Jehovah's glory.

Young Christian: Volume 23, 1933, Daily Mercies (68:19)

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation.
Psa. 68:19.

The Gospel Messenger: Volume 19, Twenty Five Years Ago. (66:16)

“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and | will declare what he hath done for my soul.”—Psalms 66:16.

IT is twenty-five years since He did it, and it will never be forgotten. “Did what?” asks the reader. Saved the man who pens these lines. “But
why make so much fuss about it?” Not fuss, dear friend. What God did then was so tremendously real, and had such glorious results, that it
were impossible to forget it.

See that man! He is drowning; twice he has sunk, and for the last time he rises, when a strong swimmer plunges in and rescues him. He
never forgets it, and he never tires speaking of the man who did it.

Reader! | was sinking; God in His infinite mercy opened my eyes to the fact, and rescued me. A servant of the Lord was preaching from the
solemn story of the flood. He spoke of man’s wickedness and God’s righteousness; he told us of the love that provided the ark, a way of
escape from the coming judgment. He then told us of “judgment to come,” presented Jesus as the only Saviour, and pleaded with us to trust
Him. That night a beloved and godly mother’s prayers were answered, and | rejoiced in the knowledge of God’s salvation.

Perhaps someone says, “There is nothing remarkable in that; we have read and heard far more thrilling tales.” That may be, friend; but you
never heard a more thrilling story than that of the love that saved me. Every conversion is remarkable. What could be more remarkable than
that those who are steeped in sin, in the bondage of Satan, and traveling at express speed to hell, should be saved, and that by the very God
against whom they had sinned?

In the twenty-second Psalm we read—prophetically—of the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus Christ; we get a wonderful view of Calvary;
we learn what it meant for Jesus to take the sinner’s place, when He was forsaken of God. Reader, He suffered in the distance and the
darkness, that you and | might see the light and taste the nearness and joy of the Father’s presence and the Father’s love.

At the close of the Psalm we get a picture of Christ in resurrection; there is a ring of triumph, and it is said, “They shall come, and shall
declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be borra, that He hath done this” (Psa. 22:31). Friend | it is our unspeakable privilege to tell
you what He has done. He has died for sinners. He has shed His precious blood to redeem them. He has met every claim of God, He has laid



the oasis whereby God can be “just, yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26).

The one who has benefited by His death delights, in the words of our text, to say to others, “Come and hear what He hath done for my soul.”
My sins are forgiven, my conscience is purged, my soul is saved, my heart is supremely happy. All the blessing that God has to bestow is
ours, and He has done it. His grace has preserved us these five-and-twenty years; crooked may have been our ways, unchanging have His
been; feeble our love, unbounded His. We give Him glory now, we shall praise Him forever and ever.

In Ecclesiastes we read, “I know that whatsoever God doeth it shall be forever” (Eccl. 3:14). The work accomplished at Calvary will stand to all
eternity. What He has done for our soul will endure to the ages of ages.

Reader! are you saved? If so, Hallelujah! you are saved forever. Live for Jesus now, and soon it will be yours in actuality to live with Him
where He is. If you are not saved, you are lost: death is ahead of you, eternity looms near; hell must be your awful portion. Oh, dear reader!
wake up wake up!! WAKE UP!!! Just as you are, in your sins, your ruin, your need—come to Jesus just right away. “The Son of man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31).

W. B. D.

Christian Truth: Volume 29, Christ | Love Thee: Psalm 63:8 (63:8)

"My soul followeth hard after Thee" (Ps. 63:8).

May we have hearts that seek and desire nothing above the Lord; hearts which do not make a show before the world of their feelings, or of
their consecration to God, but which say to Christ in the silence of His own presence, and in accents which His ear alone can hear, | love Thee
because Thou hast first loved me.

Christian Truth: Volume 20, Trust in Him at All Times (62:8)

Psalm 62:8

God always desires us to trust in Him, and He is at all times worthy of our trust. Let us trust Him, and we shall conquer our fears; patiently
endure our trials; successfully pursue our work; rise above our cares, and overcome our foes.

That we may trust Him, He has revealed His character, pledged His word, told us that He will not be wroth with us, and assured us that He is
unchangeable.

The Christian Shepherd: 2004, Fragment: Trusting God (62:8)

“Trust in Him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before Him: God is a refuge for us. Selah” (Psa. 62:8).

God always desires us to trust in Him, and He is at all times worthy of our trust. Let us trust Him, and we shall conquer our fears, patiently
endure our trials, successfully pursue our work, rise above our cares, and overcome our foes.

That we may trust Him, He has revealed His character, pledged His word, told us that He will not be wroth with us, and assured us that He is
unchangeable.

“l am the Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6).
Christian Truth (Vol. 20; 1967)

Young Christian: Volume 27, 1937, Trust in Him at All Times (62:8)

Psalms 62:8

He always warrants us to trust in Him, and He is at all times worthy of our trust. Let us trust Him and we shall conquer our fears; patiently
endure our trials; successfully pursue our work; rise above our cares, and overcome our foes.

That we may trust Him, He has revealed His character, pledged His Word, sworn that He will not be wrath with us, and assured us that He is
unchangeable.

Echoes of Grace: 1955, Afraid? (56:3)



"What time | am afraid, | will trust in Thee." Psa. 56:3.

Very few really brave men would not be willing to admit that they have known what it is to be desperately afraid. Many incidents occurring
during the American Civil War and related afterward have manifested the fact that even the stoutest heart must often rely on a power outside
himself in times of danger. It is indeed blessed when that heart is in God's keeping and its refuge is under His wings.

A few years after this bloody conflict ended, a former Federal officer was on board an ocean liner. On a Sunday afternoon he was feeling
especially alone and burdened, and he longed with all his soul for a sense of peace and rest. Although he had realized his ambitions and had
gained high position in the world, he was still a stranger to Him who "satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.”

As he restlessly paced the deck, he heard voices singing. He went below and found a man seated at a piano with a few of the passengers
gathered around him. This man's voice, hauntingly sweet, soared heavenward as they sang:

"Jesus, Lover of my soul,Let me to Thy bosom fly,While the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is high!Hide me, O my Savior, hide,Till
the storm of life is past,Safe into the haven guide;O receive my soul at last.”

Ah, those lovely words! But the voice—that man's grand voice—where had he heard it before?

"Other refuge have | none,Hangs my helpless soul on Thee!Leave, ah! leave me not alone,Still support and comfort me!All my trust on Thee is
stayed,All my help from Thee | bring;Cover my defenseless headWith the shadow of Thy wing.”

The last two lines brought back the memory. Waiting till the hymn was finished, the listener approached the singer. "Pardon me, sir; but were
you on sentry duty during the war?" He mentioned a time and place.

"Yes," was the answer.

Then the questioner stated that he too had been there, but on the other side. On the night mentioned he had led a detail of men on a
scouting expedition. In the darkness he and his men had come suddenly near a sentry, and had even seen his figure outlined against the sky.

"We watched you," he said, "and just as we were about to fire, we heard singing. You sang the first verse of 'Jesus, Lover of my soul.' The
order to 'fire' was withheld while we listened. Then came clear and sweet on the air the second verse; but when you came to 'Cover my
defenseless head,' | could stand it no longer. 'Guns down, boys,' | ordered. 'Back to camp!' Do you remember that night?”

"Yes." And now it was the turn of the astonished singer to relate his side of the story: "On that evening | experienced a sudden dread of the
darkness, and horror overwhelmed me at the thought of what might overtake me. | felt utterly helpless. But | remembered the One who had
died for me. He had borne all my sins on Calvary's tree, and His own lips had promised to go with me 'all the way.' Why should | be afraid? |
cried in spirit to God, and | prayed in the words of the hymn you heard. | had no thought that anyone heard me but God. But after | had sung
that hymn | shall never forget the blessed assurance | had that | was safe under the shadow of His wings.”

What a testimony to the keeping power of the Almighty! During the rest of the voyage the two men were much together. The Christian singer
soon sensed the unhappy state of his companion and seized every opportunity to bring Christ before him. Ere they disembarked God
graciously rewarded his efforts, and the weary heart found peace and rest in the Savior's love.

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found,Grace to cover all my sin;Let the healing streams abound,Make and keep me pure within.Thou of life the
fountain art:Freely let me take of Thee;Spring Thou up within my heart,Rise to all eternity.”

Christian Treasury: Volume 2, Trust Him Fully (55:22)

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved." Psa. 55:22.

Are you at this moment in any pressure, trial, need, or difficulty? If so, look simply and solely to the living God. Turn away your eyes
completely from the creature. "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils." Isa. 2:22. Let your faith take hold now on the strength of
God Himself. Put your whole case in His omnipotent hand. Cast your burden, whatever it is, upon Him. Let there be no reserve. He is as
willing as He is able, and as able as He is willing to bear all. Trust Him fully. He loves to be trusted— loves to meet our needs.

Echoes of Grace: 1979, Whiter Than Snow (51:7)

One winter day in Canada some children were amusing themselves during the noon hour at a country school by asking riddles. They had
some good ones, but their stock soon ran out. Just as they got stuck for a new riddle, one of their school mates came back from her dinner
and there was a general cry: "Mary, ask us a riddle! Ask us a riddle!"

Mary thought a moment and then asked, "What is whiter than snow?"

"My handkerchief!" cried one boy, but when he compared it to the snow, it looked quite yellow.



"Fresh whitewash!" guessed another boy, but all agreed he was wrong.

"My best dress!" ventured a small girl, but she was wrong.

"I don't believe there is anything whiter than snow!" said one of the older children indignantly.

"Yes, there is," said Mary. "There is just one thing in all the world that is whiter than snow, only one thing."
At last they all cried, "We give up. Tell us!" "A sinner washed in the blood of Jesus!"

Yes, Mary was right. There is one, and only one, thing in all the world that is whiter than snow. Think of a black-hearted sinner, a swearing,
drinking, useless waster. That same man can be washed whiter than snow. All the past can be blotted out, so that God Himself says, "Their
sins and iniquities will | remember no more."

As the year draws to a close, stop and take stock of how you have spent it. What has there been for God in the year that has gone? How
about those deep, dark sins of the past year? How can you do better than to end this year by coming to the Savior? By trusting in His
precious blood you can start the New Year with a clean sheet, all the old blotted out. Then even in the sight of God you will be whiter than
snow.

"Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow." Psa. 51:7.
"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John 1:7.

Bible Treasury: Volume N9, Scripture Queries and Answers. (49:15)

Q.-What is the teaching of Holy Scripture as to Sheol or Hades?

1. Does the “three days the Son of man was in the heart of the earth,” and our Lord's descent “into the lower parts of the earth,” refer to
anything more than, in the former the grave; and in the latter the dust of death and the grave?

2. Would it be according to scripture to say that Sheol or Hades (including Abraham's bosom, and Paradise) were below the earth? and that
the Lord Jesus went there and emptied one compartment of it taking them on high? Or was Paradise or Abraham's bosom always in heaven,
and never below the earth even in Old Testament times?

3. If so what is the force of such expressions as going down into Sheol?

4. Is the “bottomless pit” distinct from Hades?

5. Could the word Sheol or Hades be applied to heaven in that it also was part of the unseen?
J. C. B.

A.-The Old Testament word “Sheol” occurs sixty-five times and is translated in our Authorized Version thirty-one times by “grave,” three
times by “pit,” and thirty-one times by “hell"; so that our excellent translators of 1611 did not consider the word of uniform signification.

It is represented in the Greek Version sixty-one times by Hades (&6n¢); twice (2 Samuel 22:6; Proverbs 23:14) by “death” (B&vatog); whilst in
two passages (Job 24:19; Ezekiel 32:21) no exact counterpart of the Hebrew clauses is reproduced in the Septuagint, and so the rendering of
the word in these instances does not appear.

Now in the following passages (to give no more), Genesis 37:35; 42:38; 44:29, 31; Numbers 16:30, 33; 1 Kings 2:6, 9; Psalm 49:15 his; 141:7,
Sheol cannot well mean anything but “the grave,” and is so rendered in our Authorized Version (excepting Num. 16, where they say “pit");
whilst elsewhere for the most part its general reference is to the place of departed spirits. The grave receives the inanimate body. Thus in the
Old Testament Sheol is used for both receptacles.

When, however, we turn to the New Testament this indefiniteness disappears. For life and incorruptibility are now brought to light through
the gospel. Hades, the general representative of the word Sheol, is in the New Testament restricted to the unseen world of separate spirits,
as “death,” or the grave, applies (Rev. 20) only to the body, and not to soul nor to spirit. It is the body that dies; whilst the spirit returns to
God who gave it. The spirit and soul never cease to exist, whether for weal or for woe. Further, Hades receives only the wicked; the believer,
if called to die, goes not to Hades, but to paradise.

Yet it has been supposed that to Hades both good and bad alike go, at death, with the two classes nevertheless separated there by a great
gulf; but scripture nowhere speaks of the good being in Hades, but rather as “afar off” from those there. Certainly, if Psalm 16:10 (twice
quoted in the Acts, chap. 2) be considered as teaching that our Lord on dying did go to Sheol, or Hades, His soul being not left there then—as
we know He went to paradise (a garden of delight, not of darkness), where also the dying robber was received—there must in that case have
been two parts for good and bad respectively. But this mistake arises from a faulty translation of the Psalm in our 1611 version. What the
verse does say is, Thou wilt not leave (abandon, or, relegate) my soul to (not in) Sheol (see R.V.), and this rendering is confirmed also by the
corrected text of Acts 2:27 (accepted by the Critical Editors Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, Westcott and Hort, and the Revisers.1

Again, Hades is never spoken of in the New Testament in a good sense. If there was a good part of Hades, as well as a bad part, why should
we read of its allotment to the wicked invariably, whilst no hint is given of the good being there also?



By “the heart,” or “lower parts,” of the earth, we understand the grave. Our Lord not only died, but “was buried” and “rose again the third
day.” Of this Jonah was a sign. Psalm 139:15 may serve to guard us from a too literal interpretation of the words which would seem to
indicate that by the lowest parts of the earth is meant what is plainly out of sight— “in secret.” The sepulcher was made sure and the stone
sealed (Matthew 27:66). Thus no human eye should peer into that holy domain where lay the body of Jesus.

Before the Savior came Abraham's bosom represented the acme of bliss to the pious Jew, seeing that Abraham was called the friend of God!
To be “with Christ” is the Christian's blissful prospect as now revealed. This is in the paradise of God, above. Paradise is not Hades, nor was
Abraham in Hades, but seen “afar off” by the tormented soul that was in Hades. It is a dream of man that our Lord went to Hades and
delivered any there from. Not to Hades but to paradise the Lord went. Nor does scripture give any hint of deliverance from Hades.

Judges 5:12; Psalm 68:18; Ephesians 4:8 speak not of the liberating of prisoners, but of the leading captive the oppressive powers of evil,
here called “captivity.” Christ has spoiled the [wicked] principalities and the powers and made a show of them openly, in His triumph over
them (Col. 2:15). He led captivity captive; not a word as to setting free hell's captives, as some would make out.

“Going down” to Sheol—the grave or the pit being ocularly beneath us.

The bottomless pit (Revelation 20) is not where man is but where Satan will be bound for a thousand years, preliminary to his being cast into
the lake of fire for eternity; whereas Hades receives the spirits of those who have died—the wicked dead whose spirits once inhabited a
mortal body. The soul and spirit go to Hades, whilst the body made of dust has meanwhile its part in “the grave” (whether it be sea or land),
awaiting its resurrection to judgment. When “man” is raised, the earth and heavens being no more, he is cast—not into Hades (which finds
place no longer), but into the lake of fire prepared (not for man but) for the devil and his angels. The believer, if put to sleep, is raised, not for
judgment, but for glory (Philippians 3:20, 21).

Sheol or Hades cannot be applied to heaven, but is in contrast with heaven, as it is its opposite.

Correspondence, Correspondence: Scarlet-Crimson, Snow-Wool; Psa. 49:8 (49:8)

Ques. Can you tell me the difference between "scarlet," and "red like crimson," and "white as snow," and "wool," in Isa. 1:18?

Ans. "Crimson" is a deeper dye than "scarlet." We are informed that it is obtained by a more intense process. So, scarlet in this verse would
represent one whose sins were glaringly bad, sins that every one could see that had eyes, to see. But "crimson" would show how those sins
and evil ways had been long enslaving the soul. Yet there is power in the grace of God through the blood of Christ to deliver the one who is
most deeply enslaved. "White as snow" expresses how clean the scarlet sinner, who believes on the Lord, is washed. "As wool" tells how
every difficulty is overcome..The hopeless, helpless sinner who comes to the Savior, is not (July cleansed, every whit made clean, but is also
set free from the slavery of sin and Satan's power. (Luke 8:35.)

Ques. What does Psa. 49:8, "The redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth forever," mean? A. B. S.

Ans. This parenthetical verse is put in where men are seeking after riches and trusting in them. (Read Matt. 16:26; Mark 8:36, 37;
Luke 12:20, 21.) How precious the redemption of the soul is compared with the obtaining' of the perishing things of earth. "What shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" "What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"

"And it ceaseth forever." When the narrow boundary line of this life is passed, eternity to the soul has begun, and no change can come. The
die is cast, the soul is lost or saved, there is no redemption beyond death. "After this the judgment." How solemn.

"Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 2 Cor. 6:2. Beyond death there is a great gulf fixed between the saved and the
unsaved. (Heb. 9:27; Luke 16:26.)

Questions and Answers on Scripture: From the Bible Treasury, Reigning Over, Not on, the Earth? (46:8)

Question: Rev. 5:10. It is alleged that the Sept. Psa. 46:8, and Matt. 6:10, render doubtful the view that the text in the Revelation means
reigning over, rather than on, the earth. Is it really so?

S.

Answer: The accusative is used for the object where activity was to be expressed. The propriety of this as to the nations is plain. The dative
(among other senses) is employed for fixed relationship where it is not condition, occasion, or circumstance. The genitive expresses rather
the simple fact. But there is another element in the text, which distinguishes it from Matt. 6:10, the usage of the preposition with verbs of

governing; and the Septuagint abounds with proofs that, as év is used for the locality where the king lived, ént is for the sphere of his reign.

Young Christian: Volume 24, 1934, Worship Thou Him (45:10-11)

“Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house;



So shall the King greatly desire thy beauty: for He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him.” (Psa. 45:10-11).

Dorothy Conference: 1997, Psalm 40:1-3 (40:1-3)

Reading
Oregon. They're going to change our alarms, et cetera. | think so. | want to play. In our life. Oh, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no.

Psalm 40. To the chief musician of Psalm of David. | waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined us, and he had heard my cry. He brought
me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my going. And here for a new storm in my
mouth, even praise unto our God, Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust,
and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies many. O Lord, my God, are thy wonderful words, which thou hast done, and thy
thoughts which are to us were they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee. If | would declare and speak of them, they are more than can
be numbered. Sacrifice and offering out it's not desire. Mine ears hast thou open burnt offering and sin offering? Hast thou not required? Then
should | law? | come in the volume of the book it is written of me. | delight to do thy will. Oh my God, yeah, thy law is within my heart. | have
preached righteousness in the great congregation law. | have not refrained my lips. O Lord, thou knowest. | have not hid thy righteousness
within my heart. | have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation. | have not concealed Thy loving kindness and Thy truth from the great
congregation. Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me. O Lord, let thy loving kindness and thy truth continually preserve me. For
innumerable evils have compassed me about mine. Iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that | am not able to look up. They are more than
the hairs of mine head. Therefore my heart faileth me. Be pleased, oh Lord, to deliver me, oh Lord, make haste to help me. Let them be
ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it. Let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil.
Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame. That said to me, Aha, aha. Let all those that seek thee rejoice, and be glad in thee. Let such
as love thy salvation, say continually. The Lord be magnified, but | am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me. Thou art my help, and
my deliverer make no terrain, Oh my God. Just consider these words in verse eight. | delight to do thy will. Oh my God. We think of the one
who could utter these words in the past eternity. And say his delights were with the sons of men. Oh, we look at this glorious person. The
delight of the Father's heart and the heavens were opened. And he said, This is my beloved Son, in whom all is my delight. He can be filled
with praise as we think of the things that. Are presented to us in this song. Joy it is to think of the one who has brought us up, and we're
surely waiting. To be taken up. So.

We think of the last words of verse 16. The Lord be magnified, the Lord be magnified. May that be our desire. We were singing the opening of
this meeting, but going through the veil of sorrow, and | couldn't help but think that we have great joy in being here. There's a veil of sorrow.
We've been praying for many that are going through trials, and yet we have joy. And it's in this one who is to be magnified and the one who
lifted us up out of the horrible pit. And the one who was willing to come down here on our behalf? The. Take our sins upon him and carry
them away. Fear the punishment of them, so we do have joy, don't we even in the veil of sorrow beautiful to be able to look up beyond the
sorrows and enjoy the person? Before we get too quiet. | understand that all the psalms are set to metric, that is so that they could be some.
And. There was indeed these that had. A rule in this line of things, | like to think that the chief musician. There's only one chief musician that
can bring melody to our hearts. We know who that is, and a Psalm of David would of course be a personal experience. We can relate to that
in a personal way. There's also a line in one hymn. Excuse me. That speaks of the name bringing Swedish music to God's heart, and so that
precious name of Jesus. And to him he is precious, and to us is this precious is made good. David is really the one that established the
courses. That is, he had the singers and the porters. Connected with the temple. And the singers. Are important. We need our hearts touched
and moved. But we don't want to forget the importance of the porters to those that are exercised in a watchful way in the Assembly. So those
two things are brought out before us. | believe it's in. Chronicles, isn't it? First Chronicles. 26 time Which one quarters is the 26th? 26, yeah. |
think they're mentioned together somewhere. Is that 26? Anyway. They are mentioned as being established of David in the temple worship.
Particularly a thought as to why it was David and not Solomon. Do you, Neil? Would you repeat then, Neil, | didn't hear. | think it's a nice thing
that you pointed out the establishment of the quarters and the singers was the establishment of David, not Saul. Rejection that these things
were established supporters for the temple and the singers. On earth, the song begins in having more sweet and loud, and it's here we're
learning those two things, Faithfulness that's connected with the porters and the singing, which is connected with our joy.

Connection with David and his authority and his rejection. | don't know if it's the one John was looking for, but in First Chronicles 23 Five, it
says. Moreover, 4000 reporters and 4000 praise the Lord with instruments which | made that David appraised with, there were an equal
number of quarters and singers, praisers. We know that David really had it upon his heart to build the temple. His motive was right and pure
and. The Lord turned that around and said, now David, I'm going to build up your house. And David was astounded by that and overwhelmed
with the grace of God that would single out his house in that way. And David fully recognized the failure of his house. But. David, it seems
from that point on, that is from that expressed desire to build the temple. And when he was told that he couldn't build it, he'd been a man of
blood. But we see that from that point on, David did everything he could towards the construction of that temple and towards the temple
service. He it's as though he was getting everything in preparation for that millennial day. It's beautiful to see the exercise of heart. | think he
amassed something like about $26 billion in gold alone just for the temple, as well as making preparation for so many things. So we see that
David through all the hard experiences he had. He could relate to these things, and we see how many Psalms of David we have, and in this
first book of the Psalms he certainly voices the the experiences and the troubles of the godly ones that they will experience in the coming
day. But. The thought of the evenness in the porters and singers. Is good exercise for our hearts. And it's nice to to join together in
Deuteronomy or in numbers, for | think it is. It speaks there about the the service, the burden of service. But the Levites laid down their
burdens. But in First Corinthians, the First Chronicles 631, | think it is. It speaks of David appointing them. In service of song. And it's lovely to
realize that. We have work to do here, and it's a service, but it should lead on into the service of song. And if our hearts are fixed upon Christ,
out of our hearts will come that service of song now to the Lord. Isn't it very precious to see that? All the things written before time, which
we're reading here in the in the Psalms were written for our learning and we have something we can learn here as we read this portion. | just,
I'm not going to read the | just, | want to don't pass up verses but | just want to drop down to verse four. Blessed is the man that maketh the
Lord His trust. David had just been saying, | waited patiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and he heard my cry. And he goes on and



tells where he was, where he was brought up out of the miry clay. And it isn't that the path of each one of us. And as we have these examples
brought before us, God, there's a purpose in all this. We have a divine record here of what has been done, And God sends the message to us
in this present day for us to see blessed or happy. Is the man that maketh the Lord is trust. Am | making the Lord my trust, as David did at
this point? That's the point here, isn't it? To see this, to apply it practically in our lives. Because if we read it just as to its historical era, we
can be confused at many times on that. But when we see the example that God has given us to point to each one as | read it, he's looking at
me and he's saying you are It should be exercised, as David was.

So | think there's something very precious in all this. The Lord Jesus is the example as a dependent man trusting in God and. Taste this
scripture. The righteous trusted even in the you know, it's beautiful to see that that was not only characteristic throughout all of his life, even
when he was on the cross, you know he turns to God and none but God. Although he could not receive any answer, when under the
punishment of God, God did answer him. Thou hast hurt me from the horns of the unicorns. It should encourage us that when we go through
difficult circumstances that we continue to cleave to him with confidence and trust, and while his life of obedience was. No doubt a great
delight to the heart of God, don't you think? It was a great delight to him when he turns to him, even when under the punishment of God. And
| think we can learn from that blessed Lord he perfectly trusted. We see in Job a beautiful picture of it too, in difficult circumstances. Well,
there are things in this Psalm that we would not apply to the Lord Himself personally, would we? But there are things that we cannot but
understand when we apply it to the Lord Jesus. And Speaking of having been heard from the horns of the Unicorn, | believe it would suggest
to our minds that he cried with a loud voice. It is finished. The horn of the Unicorn would indicate all the wrath and judgment that was due,
our sins, having been expended against that blessed man, having endured the cross, having waited patiently until every stroke of judgment
had been laid on him. Then he said, it's finished. He cried with a loud voice. He was in the full vigor of the intelligence of his faculty, and then
having expressed its. Finish. In absolute confidence, he says, Father, into thy hands | commend my spirit, waiting upon the Lord to give an
answer. And he did. In the resurrection of that Blessed One. Just think of God's patience. For 4000 years waiting till his son would come and to
lay down his life in the cross of Calvary. And then we think of his patience and waiting nearly 2000 more years. And we read in the second
Thessalonians of the patience of Christ waiting to come and claim his bride. And he's waited in long-suffering, because he's not willing that
any should perish. And I'm glad he waited for me. I'm sure you are too. He's waiting for some still to come in, but we've been called home by
now. One of the hardest things for us to do is to wait, isn't it? There are many young people here, and you know what characterizes the
young? Impatience. They want to move quickly and when they do, generally make a mistake. Or fail. But | just thought of this little opening
verse here. | waited patiently for the Lord. And he inclined unto me. It indicates to me that there was time given. He waited patiently for the
Lord. He might have waited for quite a while. But | you you can talk to some of the young and some of them are here that. We we've got to
do it now. We've got to do it right. This is the now generation. And | believe really what we need is to wait patiently, for the Lord doesn't
move. As quickly as we do, because he has a design in view, He has something in view for us. We move because we want to. But God has a
purpose, and his purpose is to bless us even while we're here. And the end is eternal glory. So | think it's lovely to just just meditating a little
on this. For | waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto me. There was time given He. He listened. He waited, and and he said, He
inclined unto me. He listened.

You wanted to hear? And he heard my cry. Well, that's a that's a little answer to it, isn't it? If we wait patiently on the Lord, he's going to, he's
going to hear it. But we don't he he doesn't want us to jump into these things and do them in a in a quick way or a half haphazard way. So |
think that in a practical way as | look at this verse, | think. Of how beautiful it is to just to wait and be patient. Patience is a virtue that very,
very few of us possess. So | think it's a good thing to know that not only the younger ones, we as older ones have that problem.
Unfortunately, many times the story goes that this older brother said to his brethren, pray for me, | need patience. And the brethren prayed
for him. But you know what they prayed. Sent his brother Tribulation. The brother said. | didn't ask for that. They said you forget that
tribulation workers patient, you know, and that's the way it works in our lives, beloved brother. We need that because some of us by nature
are more impetuous and have more of a problem with it. But the Lord knows what to bring into our lives to teach us that lesson, perhaps over
and over again. He said that Brother Heinz, because | was about to ask Brother Charles if he would allow a brother that's not a young brother
to confess that | have a problem with that and I'm thankful you. You mentioned that I'm apparently not the only one. It's a verse in Isaiah
number chapter 40. | like to read it. He giveth power to the faint verse. 29 And to them that have no mighty increases strength. Even the
youth shall faint and be weary. And the young men shall utterly fail, but they that wait upon the Lord might renew their strength. That | said,
right? They that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength. It's the positive. And this is a wonderful thing, brother, that when we wait on the
Lord and we pray, the Lord comes in and he answers our prayers, and we bring the Lord into the circumstances, and then we see the way the
Lord works it out. But this, | think, is one of those keys. And so the next verse has got the wonderful result it says. But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as Eagles. How high does an eagle mount up? | had a friend of mine, he was
flying a glider up at about 20,000 feet, and the southwest neglected us to make a noise like an airplane. And all of a sudden on the wing
comes this big eagle flying right along with him in the thermals, those thermal updrafts that the eagle uses. You know you can't see a
thermal updraft, but you can sure feel it when you're in an airplane. These bigger planes that go up high, they bump up every once in a while.
You hit a thermal at a high speed and it goes like a bump. But when you're in a glider, you circle around in the glider, rises on the thermals.
They found that out years ago, these glider pilots. Well, what do you think about the Eagle? What do you think? He flies on the same updrafts
that menus with gliders. And this friend of mine told me that Eagle came over by my wing, and he looked at me as much as to say hello.
What are you doing up here? You know the wonderful thing about it? He says. And that Eagle flew along with me for a while, and finally he
said that all of a sudden it went higher. | had to go down, but he had the intelligence to go a little further higher. He had a longer glide ratio
than | did. Who gave the eagle the glide ratio that was longer? You know who gives you and me the glide ratio? If | could bring it into that
analogy to go how high? Oh, you know, if | stand up into the heavens out there. That's what that 139th Psalm tells us. So look what it says
here. They shall mount up as Eagles with wings. They shall run and not be worried. They shall walk and not be faint. This is that Pilgrim path
that we've been singing about, the path that the Saints are treading, and the secret of them is with the Lord. And that's where we have that
heavenly, heavenly fellowship with the man that was here once in this world, rejected now in the glory and our hearts and our desires, the
Spirit of God, would you want you and me to be in communion with that blessed man?

Like to point something out in connection with your comment and Brother Littles comment vocation. And in Ezekiel there where you have the
four faces of the beast which show the character of God and how the government wheels of God's government move slowly and patiently,
you have four creatures and if you could just look at it because there's a difference there between. Ezekiel and the Book of Revelation. See till
chapter one. In verse 10. And for the likeness of their faces, they forehead the face of a man and the face of a lion on the right side and they
4/4 had the face of an ox on the left side and they four also had the face of an eagle. | understand an eagle from a very high height can see a



mouse or and just come right down on a very small object. He doesn't miss anything. What would particularly arrested my comment. My
thoughts about this in connection with Brother Little's comment was that here we have an ox, but in Revelation we have a calf. And so in
Revelation, it's the restless energy of a calf. But here now it's to place patient plotting of an ox. We've all seen an ox, and there's patience
and slowness, so to speak, in deliberateness if you've ever seen an ox turning the millstone. But today is going to come when we're going to
see it as the restless energy of a calf. | think of this horrible pit. And | believe we can all look back in our lives and realize. We were an enemy
of God. We hated God. Without a cause. We were without God, but we hated God. We didn't want the knowledge of God. God in his wondrous
grace. Has brought us up under this horrible pit. He thought of the Lord Jesus. And then in his sins and he said, let's kill him. The Darling. The
heart of God. We hated him that much. That he will crucify him on that cross. We hated it. We don't realize how deep the pit we were in.
Having to answer to God. But the Psalmist could say he brought me up. And with God, it's all up, isn't it? He brought us up. He established our
goings. He's keeping us up. And we're looking to the day when he will take us out. My path is to take me away from God, in myself. And go
my own way. But God loves me so much that | have one that's there for me as God is for me and He's. Taking me along a road that would fill
me with praise to God and to Thanksgiving. What a path this is a service of praise to God. And how he delights in that which he exalts his
beloved son. The Marie Clay. And the horrible pit showed to you and me the extent to which the Lord Jesus Christ took your place in mind. He
went down underneath. However, deep sin may have plunged me, and there is where he dealt with God as to the entire question of sin and
my guilt. And so when he has come out, we got him in the six feet Psalm. That he would not be left in that place, the place that he took in
love from my soul and yours. In love to the Father, and going down underneath the load of sins and guilt. And so he is in that 16th song
shown the way of life and burnt up out of the horrible pit. And he says at thy right hand, that's the extent to which he is exalted. Given a
place, a name that is above every name, that is name every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that he is the Christ to the glory of
God the Father. He is the Lord. So here we have the complete cycle of the Lord Jesus going down underneath the weight and load of all of our
sins and guilt and being brought up out of that pit.

God found us in the pit of our sins, unprofitable altogether. There we have it. And so the Lord went into that place and answered to God paid
the full price of your redemption in mine. Now he's brought up, and his going has been established. He's at the right hand of God forever
more. It's a good comparison with the. Ephesians chapter one, where we have the richest. Revelation of of the Father, Son, the Holy Spirit.
And when they come to the second chapter, it's like the second verse here it's a backward look and it's a good thing for us, each one of us, to
remember where we have come from. So when you read the second of Ephesians, think of the second verse and that tells us, reminds us
constantly of where we have been lifted up from. You should read the verse to his brother. Read that verse to Ephesians 2. Well, the whole
the whole chapter of Ephesians 2 is. You happy quickened, Who were what In trespasses and in sin? Yes, That's the thought that Yes. Yes.
Sometimes we go over these precious truths. Remember, one said to me well. We know all that. Do we know it? Ask yourself the question.
How much do you know of the grace of God? How much do | know of the Precious Savior? Am | really acquainted with him? | believe that the
more we go over these precious things. They're simple. They're what they call elementary, aren't they? Because it's that which God has
already done for us, just noticing here. Verses two and three he brought me up. Out of a miry play, horrible pit in a miracle, he set my feet.
I'm going to put the word he in there upon a rock. He established my goings. He has put a new song in my mouth. Even praise to our God. Do
we respond when | think of that blessed one And what he endured for me on the cross bowed his holy head in death. It isn't just for this, for
one hour on Lord's Day morning, that we should be praising him. We should praise him every moment of the day, every day of our lives. And
that day isn't far off. When every eye is going to praise me, every voice is going to praise him, every eye will see him. But now while we wait.
But I just thought how, how precious it is. He is the one who accomplished it all for me. What is my response? | just asked myself, he has put
a new song in my mouth. He. Praise unto our God, Do we sing that song, we just sing the words or does the song mean something for us? |
really believe that what he's saying here, he has put a new song in my mouth and. I'd like to think of it in my heart, too. Someone was
recently telling me the man who had lived a very wicked life and he was hearing the gospel and he said, well, | just be satisfied to be
forgiven. And | was thinking of the words of Mrs. Bevins, him trembling. We had hoped for mercy, some lone placed within his door. But the
crown, the throne, the mansion, all were ready long before. It might have suited that man just to be forgiven, but it wouldn't be suitable for
God. God has higher thoughts for us, and so he has the the establishing of our goings, and a song in our mouth, not just to be forgiven, but a
song in our mouth even praised. For our God. So he's given us many more things to rejoice in and give him praise for and simply to be
forgiven. That's that's important. That's number one. But he piles a lot more on top of that. Although The Blessings of Ephesians one, for
example. You're thinking of the Lord Jesus said that he could. As the stones, the worst of him. But that isn't what he wanted. God wanted
worshippers.

And so he has chosen us. And surely as we think of that, we think of. What he is to us as our Father and what the Lord Jesus is as our Savior.
We think of the reality of this that. These hymns that we have and those who have. These hymns for us. And the Spirit of God. It caused us to
be worshippers to be able to. Come into the presence of God to present that sacrifice to God. The fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name,
presenting Christ to God. And | believe it's only when I. Condone. Through this glorious person is. The | am the one from eternity. The one
who is the same yesterday, tod