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Matthew 9:27-31

Healing of the blind was a marked work of the divine Messiah. So Isaiah predicted in his earlier announcement (chap. 35:5): “Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened"; nor was it otherwise in his yet more personal anticipation later (chap. 42:7; 61:1). So in the synagogue of
Nazareth the Messiah applied the last scripture to His own service. “To-day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Without doubt we are
justified in giving the largest scope to the language employed; but the figurative in no way supersedes the literal.

Nor was there any act more characteristic of Messiah than giving the blind to see; as the testimony to His Sonship was rendered by His
raising dead men (Rom. 1:4), most of all in raising Himself from the grave, after the Jews crucified and slew Him by hand of lawless men.
Many a wonder had been wrought in days of old by Moses and Joshua, by Elijah and Elisha, and others; but never do we read of eyes given to
a single blind man before His advent; so that the Jews justly regarded it as a special sign of the Anointed of Jehovah.

The present miracle is also peculiar to the first Gospel. There are two blind men specified: a fact which made it very suitable to him who was
inspired to testify of Jehovah-Messiah to the circumcision. For it was a well-established maxim of the law for them to look for at least two
witnesses. Hence the mention of the two demoniacs in Matthew's account of the last fact in chap. 8; whereas for Mark and Luke it sufficed to
dwell on the more striking of the two (Mark 5, Luke 8). A similar principle applies also to the two blind whom Matthew shows healed at Jericho
(chap. 20:29-34: compare Mark 10 and Luke 18).

As the Lord then was quitting the scene of raising up the Jewish ruler's daughter, two blind men followed him, crying aloud and saying, Have
mercy on us, Son of David. Even Mark and Luke record the like appeal in their account of a similar miracle at the close. In all cases it
strikingly attests that He was owned as the Messiah, pre-eminently that Son of David Who alone could avail those so afflicted. Thus they
could with assurance appeal to Him on the ground of plain and positive warrant of scripture— “Have mercy on us, Son of David.”

Even the Jewish leper of chap. 8 made no such appeal; still less the centurion, as recorded next. Nor do we find it in the general account of
the healed, any more than the particular case of Peter's mother-in-law in the same chapter. The call of those imperiled in the boat during the
tempest on the lake was, “Lord, save us: we perish.” When the demoniacs cried out, it was “What have we to do with thee, Son of God? It
was not the paralytic that cried to the Lord (chap. 9), but Jesus (seeing their faith) said to him, Child, be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven.
Even Jairus did not so address Him on Whom he counted for his dying daughter; nor of course did the woman who only approached behind
and touched the fringe of His garment.

On the other hand in Matt. 15:22-28 we have the converse, so full of instruction in the ways of God. The Canaanitish woman, real as her faith
was, failed to receive the answer she sought or indeed any at all because at first she called amiss. The grace of the Son of David to the
distressed of His beloved people is a clear and blessed encouragement for a Jew; but what had a Canaanite to expect from Him? When He
brings in the power of His kingdom by-and-by, it will not be as it was in the day of His humiliation, and as it had been ever since the entrance
of Abram. “The Canaanite was then in the land” (Gen. 12:6); “the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land” (Gen. 13:7). Even
Judah in the days of Joshua failed to purge his portion of that accursed race: those of the hill country were driven out, but not those of the
valley. And so it was for others yet less. But the sad issue to their ruin was that the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites,” etc.
(Judges 3:5).

When the kingdom by-and-by is in Messiah's hand, “there shall be no more a Canaanite in the house of Jehovah of hosts” (Zech. 14:21). Was
it then hopeless for the woman of Canaan? By no means; but He answered her not a word, when she cried substantially as the blind men, On
that ground judgment for the Canaanite is predicted rather than mercy; and the disciples had nothing better to say than “Send her away, for
she crieth out after us.” This the gracious Lord did answer with a word that cheered her tried spirit. “I was not sent (said He) but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” Therefore there was an answer to the blind who so cried out, and none for her as yet; for she was not only a
Gentile but of a race specially cursed (Gen. 9:25). She drops accordingly a claim of relationship valid for the most wretched of Israel, but
wholly void for her, and paid homage, saying, Lord, help me. Then He answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread and cast
it to the dogs. The truth fully burst on her, and she submitted to it. Her faith, already real, threw off its hindrance and became great. She
abandons claim, for she had none; she confesses sovereign grace, and receives the blessing at once. She said, Yea, Lord; for even the dogs
eat of the crumbs that fall from their master's table. Then the Lord answered her, O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou
wilt.

This helps to give the emphasis of the miracle in our chapter. And when the Lord came into the house, the blind came to Him, and He said,
Believe ye that | am able to do this? and they say in reply, Yea, Lord, So it was in that day, and so it will be for the people by-and-by. Jehovah
will bring the blind with a deeper blindness by a way that they know not. In paths that they know not will He lead them, when He will make
darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. In the day that is coming the blind will look to Jehovah-Jesus that they may see; as
we see a little earnest of it in the two who followed into the house, and confessed their faith. How graciously Messiah touched their eyes,
saying, According to your faith be it to you! And their eyes were opened.
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Has this no echo of comfort and blessing for you, my reader? Granted that you have eyes to see naturally; but your lack is of the deepest.
You see not Jesus for your soul, nor believe in Him. If you too are Gentiles, the gospel is expressly sent to you to open your eyes, and turn you
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. This is much more and better even than the boon the Messiah gave the blind
Israelites. It is the fruit of yet richer grace and of His own unfathomable sufferings. It is what the love of God sends to the poorest of sinners
through the redemption that is in Christ. How blessed to see the Son and to believe in Him, and have eternal redemption! May it be your
portion now through faith | For this cause is it of faith that it may be according to grace. It is not your righteousness, for then it were of works;
it is God's righteousness founded on the redemption of Christ, unto all, and upon all that believe.
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Matthew 9, Mark 5, Luke 8

A great request was now laid at the feet of Jesus. The petitioner was Jairus ruler of the synagogue. His daughter, a maiden of twelve years,
was dying. “But come” said her father, “lay Thy hand upon her and she shall live.” Nor did our meek Master turn a deaf ear, but arose and
followed him.

The dying maiden was a striking type of the daughter of Zion, for whose sake Messiah was here. And the Jewish ruler expressed his faith in
engaging His gracious presence and power to restore his daughter at the last gasp.

On the way the woman with a bloody flux for twelve years touched His garment and was healed. And the Lord not only yielded to her deed,
but drew her out from her hiding, and sealed her faith and confession with His open approval to her better blessing. It is not otherwise with
the Lord now, as we have proved who have gone to Him in our depth of need in this interval, since He came as Messiah to be sought by
Israel, and before He reaches the daughter of His people, not sick only but dead. Grace has met us to the uttermost, not merely immediate
healing for such as have touched Him on His way, but clearance away of all fear and doubt that we might taste how gracious He is and rest in
peace through His word.

Yet this created a delay which must have tried most severely the importunate Jairus. And while the Lord was yet speaking to the healed
woman, one comes from the ruler's house saying, Thy daughter is dead: trouble not the teacher. But an answer was given to nourish his
drooping faith, Fear not; only believe, and she shall be made well.

So it will be in the day that hastens. Unbelief will do its deadly work among the mass of the Jews. But the desperate condition of the chosen
people will draw down the action of grace; and faith will, according to God's word, look to Him that loves to heal, and to Him that smote to
bind up; and He will in due time raise them up and cause them to live before Him. Whether it be the long and desperately tried woman or the
maid of Israel, faith alone enjoys the blessing. And justly so; for faith renounces all dependence on self and honors God and His Son, giving
credit for love as great as the power, and Christ's word as unfailing as either. Faith therefore purifies the heart, as well as relieves and
assures it.

Here the Lord, when come to the house, suffered none to enter save chosen witnesses, Peter, James, and John, with the father and mother of
the maiden. As for all the rest who were weeping and bewailing, He put them out when they derided His saying, “Weep not: she is not dead
but sleepeth.” They believed their senses, not His word; and the scornful shall not see the blessing. But He took hold of her hand and called,
saying, Maiden, arise. Then her spirit returned (for it was gone), and she rose up immediately; and He directed food to be given her. So in due
time will the same Lord raise up the people from the valley of dry bones, as the prophets assure us, no matter how many say, Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost: we are clean cut off. As Jehovah hath spoken, He will perform; and in that day shall it be known through all the
earth.

Quickening was no strain on the Lord of glory. It belonged to the Son as to the Father; and now that the Son was here a man to do His will,
the Father gave Him to have life in Himself, showing Him all things that Himself doeth. Of these none was more characteristic than awakening
the dead and quickening them. His dignified calm is remarkable here as on all such occasions. He took the dead child by the hand, and
called; and she arose immediately. He graciously thought of her bodily need, which at such a moment even parents might not unnaturally
overlook. Truly “He hath done all things well,” and as none other; though many another did like works or even greater in His name, which
exalts Him as much or more than if He had done them all Himself.

And has this tale of the Holy Spirit no bearing on you who read these lines—dead to God while you live? Nay, it was written that you might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you might have life in His name (John 20:31). How many have heard His
voice, since He was here, in the written word! For the hour now is (John 5:25), as the Lord so solemnly avers, that souls hearing Him may not
come into judgment but pass out of death into life.

Leave not such an issue uncertain. You might well despair if it turned on you, as men fancy in the pride and impenitence of their hearts. But
the life you need is wholly and solely in the Son of God; and God is calling you to believe that Jesus is He, and that He gives eternal life to
every believer on Him through His word.

It is “the dead” who are now called to hear; and they that hear, the Savior assures us, shall live. Clearly they are not dead physically, but in
trespasses and sins; and they are called to hear Him and live. For life is not in the first man whether profane or religious; it is in the Second;
and faith by grace receives it. For such a boon, morality is as vain as ordinances. Those that live do live to God, and honor His institutions; but
believers guided by God's word and Spirit testify to Christ as their life, and reject every other dependence as a destructive error and a cheat.
He is the way, the truth, and the life, as He Himself declared; and so it is in John 5 with His “verily, verily.” Woe is his who despises Him or
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sets up a rival in His stead. “Whosoever denieth the Son hath not the Father; he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” And this is
the promise that He hath promised us, even eternal life! It is far better than to be raised to natural life as Jairus' daughter was, though He
Who raised her is the same Who quickens those who believe now, and Israel from the dust of death by-and by. Fear not; only believe.
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Matt. 9, Mark 5, Luke 8

Here we have a living picture of a soul smitten incurably for man, every effort fruitless, all medicine and physicians in vain, her resources
spent, herself nothing bettered but rather grown worse.

But faith cometh by hearing; and, having heard of Jesus, she carne in the crowd behind, and touched His garment, or, as Matthew and Luke
say, its hem. Faith is always sure of the Savior; it may have as feeble knowledge of itself as of Him, but it does not doubt in Whom the virtue
lies. Much remains to be learned and corrected, but it goes straight to its object. For she said, If | but touch His clothes, | shall be made whole.
And faith does not fail to receive its answer through grace. Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she knew in her body
that she was healed of the scourge.

But the Lord knew the whole case better still, and meant for her no half blessing. She did not question His power; she seems to have
connected it in her mind with His person and surroundings physically. She must learn that His soul acted with it, that His mind and heart were
engaged in the blessing. It was not a charm, as heathenism made it in thought; nor was it even dependent on His bodily presence, as Jews
were apt to conclude. He Who had deigned to become the Servant of divine love, in a world where sin reigned and had wrought fell ruin,
would show her the kindness of God.

Touching the hem of His garment stealthily, she would, if the case had been left there, have ever felt that it was underhand and surreptitious.
She did not as yet know God, though availing herself of Messiah's healing energy. The Lord could not in his grace consent to so partial a
mercy. He is entitled, and He loves, to bless fully all whom He blesses at all; and “him that cometh to Me,” said He elsewhere, “I will in no
wise cast out.” So fully did He come as a servant, that He was here only to do the Father's will, not His own. Whosoever came, He received.
And the full blessing He gave from first to last; He would lose nothing, but raise up at the last day.

So even at this day He not only forgives transgression, and covers sin, and imputes no iniquity, but takes guile from the spirit. This the healed
woman needed; this the Lord gave. So immediately perceiving in Himself the power from Himself gone forth, He turned round in the crowd
and said, Who touched my clothes? The disciples, as so commonly, misunderstood; and Peter, with the rest, talked of the crowds hemming
Him with their pressure. But the Lord alone knew in the highest way, that a certain one did touch Him; and He looked about to see who had
done this. It was not that He could not have named her, but to give her opportunity to confess the truth. How little she knew the grace that
filled Him! For frightened and trembling, conscious of what had been done upon her, she came, and fell down before Him, and told Him all the
truth. How little she knew that such was the condition of her better blessing! And He said to her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole:
go away in peace, and be well of thy scourge. How transporting to her as yet confused and anxious spirit! What solid abiding comfort for her
to be thus in His presence, and to have all out before Him, and to know Him more than confirming all she had got, with a message of peace
unfailing for all chat is to come!

Such is the Lord to every need that is brought to Hine; such is He roost of all to that deepest need, which demanded not power only but
propitiation in His suffering to the uttermost, the death of the cross. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever. As He does
not change, among human shiftings and men's various and strange doctrines, so neither dues His power, nor His love. But to be blessed fully
we must meet Him face to face, and know from His own lips grace given to us. It was an immense mercy to have the mischief stayed, the
living death arrested; but how touch more to hear His voice banishing all fear and sending her forth in peace, as we pass through a world of
strife, and spite of a fallen nature which ever tends to pleasures that war in our members

There may he crowds around the Lord. He is not occupied with them, but passing through. The touch of faith, however uninformed or feeble,
arrests Him at once. But a blessing, though immediate and rich, is not enough to satisfy him. The Blesser will be known, that faith may have a
blessing, good measure, pressed down, shaken up, and running over: so does God give, not man. If it is for His glory that all be clear and
confessed, it is also the condition of peace by faith. When silence is kept, the bones wax old through roaring all the day long, and the Lord's
hand is heavy night as well as day, so that moisture is changed into summer's drought. But peace is known, when one's sin is acknowledged
to Him; this cannot be while one's iniquity is hid. “I said, | will confess my transgressions to the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin.” So it was, so it is, so it must be, as long as grace brings sinners to God. Nature is all wrong in fearing that the Lord begrudges blessing,
and the fullest, and forever. It is no question of our merits who have but sins and death and wrath as we are naturally. It is His grace that
saves; and His grace would have us to know that He makes salvation assured with all His heart.
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Matt. 9, Mark 2, Luke 5
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THE new and precious feature which betrays itself at the point in this narrative of Matthew is the growing opposition and hatred of the
religious leaders toward the Lord. It is not, as in chap. 8., a certain scribe ignorant of himself and self-confident who proposes to follow Him
whithersoever He may go. In chap. 9. the scribes begin with saying within themselves, This man blasphemeth; and the Pharisees end with
their own blasphemy—that it was in virtue of the prince of the demons He was casting out the demons. Through the darkening unbelief the
Lord gives His blessed and blessing testimony.

The first incident recorded is the cure of the paralytic as He was speaking the word to a crowd at home in His own city—Capernaum. This
malady aptly sets forth the effect of sin in destroying power; as leprosy in its unclean taint before God or man. The occasion was the house
filled even beyond the door, as Mark tells us; which accounts for the difficulty the four bearers had of getting near. Eastern buildings,
however, furnished easy access to the roof; and this they uncovered, and let down the sick man on his pallet through the tiles, as Luke tells
us. The Lord saw their faith and says to the paralytic “son” (or “child” rather), “Thy sins be forgiven.”

It was indeed a startling word; and so it was meant to be. The Lord laid bare the root of the evil, and dealt with it at once fundamentally. He
alone could thus speak. Not even an apostle approaches its force. It was proper to Him Who was alike Jehovah and Son of Man. The men
learned in the law were shocked. They unbelievingly reasoned in their hearts to His dishonor; but He, the ordained Judge of quick and dead,
read their hearts as He does, those of all, and answered their unuttered and evil reasoning by the question— “Which is easier, to say, Thy
sins are forgiven; or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power (or, authority) on earth to forgive sins
(He saith to the paralytic), Arise, and take up thy bed, and go to thy house.” And so the man did immediately before them all. And the crowds
at least were filled with fear and said, We have seen strange things to-day.

Let me plead with you who have sins and cannot avoid foreboding of judgment. Why should not you take hold of such words of divine grace?
They are for every soul of man that believes. They were not limited to that age or race or land. They are written in the imperishable word of
God, for guilty men wherever they be who hear, that they may believe and be saved. Therefore did He come not yet to judge, but to say still,
Thy sins are forgiven. Miracles may cease; but the love never fails which forgives sins to every needy sinner that believes. And if Jews reject,
it but gives the opportunity to open the door freely to the Gentile, far and wide. Is God of Jews only? Is He not of Gentiles also? Yea, writes the
inspired Hebrew of Hebrews, of Gentiles also. Fear not then, but believe.

“The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” This the scribes learned in the law did not believe; for they knew not Him, nor the God
Who sent Him They would not have disputed that God forgive sins. They rebelled against the Lord's exercise of any such authority. He
claimed it as Son of man, exercised it on behalf of the paralytic, and gave Him immediate powers to rise take up his couch, and walk, before
their eyes, as His disproof of their evil doubts, His witness outwardly of that precious boon. He had overcome Satan for this life and was
dividing his spoils.

But more: Christ has accomplished redemption since. He took His seat on the right hand of the Majesty on high when He had made
purification of sins. Risen from the dead, He has told us that all power (or authority) has been given to Him in heaven and on earth. He has
vanquished finally; He has borne God's judgment of sin on the cross; He has borne our sins in His own body on the tree. Is there not all the
more urgent ground for you to believe, and all the deeper encouragement for you to confide? He has sent out His servants expressly into all
the world, and told them to preach the gospel or glad tidings to the whole creation. But He solemnly warns that he that disbelieves shall be
condemned (or damned).

Oh, deceive not your soul, nor slight the Savior Who is the Lord of glory. If He humbled Himself to become not only man but a sacrifice to God
for sin, is there not the best of all grounds for you to bow, and bless and worship Him, even as the Father Who gave Him? And how many,
once unbelievers, have become the most devoted of His servants like Saul of Tarsus, afterward the great apostle? Be not like the proud
scribes or bitter Pharisees, who trusted themselves, rejected Him, and perished everlastingly.

Power to walk aright and glorify God is inseparable from knowing your sins forgiven. Till you believe the gospel, you are as powerless as the
paralytic was on his couch. When you have redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of your offenses, you can enjoy God's love
in Christ, His counsels and His ways; and the Holy Spirit will strengthen you to walk worthily of Him, and of the calling wherewith you were
called. Ability to walk as a Christian follows faith in Christ and His grace in forgiveness. They reverse God's way and Christ's word whose effort
is so to walk as to be forgiven. It is all vain, because it is self and unbelief: a flame of their own kindling.

And this shall they have of God's hand: they shall lie down in sorrow.

See then that ye look to Him, Who, if He is exalted now, is still the Savior. For God sent not His Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved. If you believe not, you will assuredly be judged by Him and lost forever. So His word declares plainly.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Demoniac Mute
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Matt. 9:32-34

This chapter as a whole shows us not only divine power in goodness displayed in Jesus as in chap. 8; but how it was received by those who
had religious reputation among the Jews. The more He wrought in grace, the less acceptable was the Messiah. Did He forgive the sins of the
paralytic? Scribes within themselves resented it as blasphemy. But He who read their hearts answered their wicked unbelief by bidding the
man arise, take up his couch, and retire to his house.
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So the call of the tax-gatherer to follow Him, and the defense of the disciples to the fault-finding followers of John and the Pharisees,
vindicated God's grace. New wine needs new skins. The condition of God's ancient people was, like that of the ruler's daughter, one of death;
but He Who went to raise her up, and at length did so, was open to the touch of faith which got healing at once. Two blind men that appealed
to His mercy as Son of David received their sight at His hand and word. These were but samples of what He could and would do for Israel, if
there had been faith; but the leaders were increasingly hostile, whatever might be the marvel of the crowds, and His fame spread in all that
land.

There remained a final proof. " But as these were going out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed by a demon. And the demon
having been cast out, the dumb spoke; and the crowds wondered, saying, It was never seen thus in Israel. But the Pharisees said, He casteth
out the demons by [or, in the power of] the prince of the demons " (vers. 32-34).

Nothing slackened the gracious dealing of our Lord, so long as the door was open. The blind who now saw were no sooner going out, than
men brought to him a man not only dumb but a demoniac. Luke 11:14 presents the awful peculiarity of the case yet more precisely: " And he
was casting out a demon, and it was dumb." It was not simply the human infirmity: a dumb demon possessed the man. This made it
altogether beyond ordinary resource. A spirit evil or good has power that man cannot resist. As with the unhappy man, so with the unhappy
people and especially their religious chiefs. At length the people had not a true word to utter of their divine Messiah. His great grace, and
their great need, drew out first from the leaders the imputation of blasphemy. Now it reaches a lower depth still opening to devour them. For
what can be more heinous than to impute to the Holy One the power of the wicked one? Blasphemers themselves they charge blasphemy
against Him, and under Satan's power they impute it to the energy of the prince of demons that He cast out the demons.

Before they were carried to Babylon, Israel had totally failed as Jehovah's servant. Their witness was not to Him but to graven and molten
images, to which they said, Ye are our gods. Who so blind and deaf as they to whom Jehovah had laid bare His mighty arm and from the
heavens made them hear His voice as no other people ever did? And therefore Jehovah gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers. Now
they had Jehovah Messiah present in their midst in the power of beneficent goodness, and in a grace which anticipated the kingdom; and
their alienation became yet more deadly. The same unbelief which sought after strange gods (only not nonentities because they were
demons), rejected and blasphemed their Anointed, Who was in truth Jehovah. Where not thus active, the people were just as the demoniac
mute. Under the power of the enemy they were dumb for Him Whose praise fills the heavens as it will the earth and all the creation.

How is it with you, dear reader? Are you confessing with your mouth the Lord Jesus? Blessed is it, when also the heart believes on Him to
righteousness; for then, and not otherwise, is confession made to salvation. He Who created man is Lord and Redeemer. God calls you to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus shall you be saved—thus only; for there is none other name under heaven to save. Other refuge is vain.
Other means are a snare and a lie. He is the true God, and eternal life. For the sinner, under Satan's power, only He can avail; but He avails at
once and unfailingly. It is true that He is not here, but risen. It is true that the Jews slew Him, hanging Him on a tree; but God exalted Him by
His right hand as Leader and Savior, accepting His death as sacrifice, the only efficacious sacrifice, for sins. The grace now shown exceeds; it
reigns through righteousness unto life eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Do you speak of your subjection to Satan's power? Looking to Jesus, life is given. He also Himself likewise took part in blood and flesh, that
through death He might annul him that hath the might of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who in fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage. In His name, then, resist the devil; and he will flee from you. He is a conquered enemy through Him Who bore
your sins and brings you every spiritual good.

Believing in Him, how immense is the change! As living stones, you are being built up, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood (which Aaron's
sons were only in outward form), to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. What is the worth to God now of
sheep or oxen? of incense, or of first-fruits? All such things had their place before He came Who makes us to see that they are no more than
the beggarly elements of the world, and that the body is of Christ. The Christian is a true worshipper, he only. They all can worship the Father
in spirit and truth in the hour that now is. The multitude keeping holiday, without knowing the Father, without faith in the truth, without
having the Spirit, are spurious and in the dark. The true worshippers the Father seeks at this time, who must worship God in spirit and truth,
for they alone walk in the light as He is in the light. Assuredly they are no longer dumb. Does any among them suffer evil? Let him pray. Is
any cheerful? Let him sing praise. May this be your lot! Grace alone can make it yours, the saving grace of God which appeared in our Lord
Jesus, and blesses through faith in Him.
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Matt. 8, Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8

There are two very different forms in which the enemy of God and man works: one which may be called extraordinary; the other far more
common. It is thus for evil with the spirit that operates in the sons of disobedience, as the Holy Spirit does for good in children of obedience.
The history in which the demoniac plays so conspicuous a part illustrates both. The second Gospel enters into affecting details of the man's
hopeless misery, and of the Savior's gracious power; as the first is more general in the display of a present Jehovah-Messiah, taking notice of
a second victim as is usual throughout (Matt. 8:28; 9:27; 20:30), the least adequate testimony to Israel. Mark and Luke graphically bring
before us the more notable of the demoniacs. When the Savior was here, it would seem that Satan put forth his malignant power beyond all
example. But a stronger than he was here to overcome him, take from him his whole armor wherein he trusted, and divide his spoils.

Immediately, on the Lord's quitting the ship from Capernaum to the other side of the lake, there met Him a man with an unclean spirit who
had his dwelling in the tombs. None could bind him, not even with chains. Often as he had been bound with fetters and chains, the chains
were rent asunder by him and the fetters shattered; and none had strength to subdue him. Continually by night and day in the tombs and in
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the mountains was he crying and cutting himself with stones. What a depth of unspeakably wretched and appalling degradation! Matthew
adds the fierceness and danger to others; Luke, that for a long time he had worn no clothes.

The sight of the Lord Jesus even from afar arrested him, so that he ran and paid Him homage, and with a loud voice cried, What have | to do
with Thee, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | adjure Thee by God, torment me not. For the Lord said, Come forth, unclean spirit, out of the
man. Nor was this all: He asked him, What is thy name? and got the answer, My name is Legion, for we are many. There is a fact outside
human ken, on the evil side of the spiritual world, beyond measure horrible: a man with such a host of evil spirits in him as could justify the
well-known name of a Roman battalion, and a man with a personal consciousness, yet also merging his personality in theirs!—Legion, for we
are many!

But mighty as a spirit is, and especially when in such multitudinous and tyrannical force of evil, demons have no skeptical hardihood. They
believe and shudder (James 2:19). Therefore did they beseech that He would not command them to depart into the abyss; for their sure doom
was before their eyes; and they knew that when He reigns, they will be cast there, which they dreaded even now. Art Thou come hither to
torment us before the time? is the cry in the first Gospel. So, when they begged to enter a great herd of swine feeding on the mountain side,
the Lord gave them leave; and the swine, about two thousand, no sooner received the unclean spirits, than they rushed down the steep and
were choked in the sea. It was the witness, to all that believe scripture, of the Lord's delivering power on the one hand and of Satan's
destructive energy on the other. It is idle here, as everywhere, to confound possession by demons with either lunacy or disease. Either or
both might be also, or neither be, and yet that possession of evil spirits. The reality was thus transparent. The effect on the swine made the
objective fact undeniably plain, and the suggestion of a physical or mental derangement inexcusably false.

Nor does the Lord, to Whom all belongs below as on high, need the apology of man to justify His permission, any more than for the sickness
and death, the plague and the famine, the tempest and the earthquake, which He employs providentially in this fallen world. To what
purposes of grace does He not turn every one of these inflictions for such as hear His word! So doubtless it was then whether Jews or Gentiles
owned the swine.

And here we face the more ordinary working of Satan's power. For when the swine-herds reported all, the whole city came to meet the Savior
and besought Him to depart out of their borders! They saw the possessed that had the legion sitting, clothed, and sensible; and they were
afraid, not of Satan but of the Savior! The witnesses related what explained all as to the demoniac and the swine; but all the people round
about began to beseech Him to depart!

Such is man under Satan's power ever at work, if not so terrific in appearance far more dangerous than the maddening possession in its
intensest form; and none is recorded beyond Legion's. Yet his presence never so acted on their fears, as the proof of the Savior's beneficent
power.

O my readers, are you under the same fatal spell? Do you dread to approach the Lord of all, the Savior for eternity of all who believe? is it
Jesus you dread in your soul? Is it from His grace that you shrink back, lest you should be saved now? Consider your most perilous condition.
You are slaves of Satan, children of wrath, enemies of God. What must follow as you are? Death, and judgment. So it is laid up for men as
they are. Without faith on your part, baptism and the Lord's Supper, blessed as they are to faith, only aggravate your guilt. There is no Savior
but the Lord Jesus, Who, once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to those that wait for Him unto
salvation (in contrast with judgment, as He died a sacrifice for their sins).

Not such was the state of the delivered demoniac, who besought Him that he might be with Him. But becoming as the desire might be, the
Lord had work for him to do, before that first love is gratified as it surely will be in due season: “Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee and showed thee mercy.” And he went his way and began to publish in Decapolis how
great things Jesus did for him. And he did right, though all were wondering.

Alas! wonder is not faith. Let it not be your lot to fall short of the demoniac. Delivered from the oppressive power of Satan, he was to bear
witness of the gracious power of the Lord, even Jesus, shown to himself. But was it not by the hearing to produce faith in souls exposed to
Satan in other ways? May you be delivered from the snare that would bid the Lord Jesus to depart. The day is fast approaching when He as
King shall sit on the throne of His glory, and say to the faithless nations gathered before Him, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire
that is prepared for the devil and his angels.

Bible Treasury: Volume 20, Tempest and Unbelief Rebuked, The
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Matt. 8, Mark 4, Luke 8

HERE is another manifestation of divine power and goodness in the Lord Jesus here. below. Matthew wished to take it out of its historic place,
after the parables of chap. 13. were uttered, for that express purpose; or rather the Spirit Who employed him, if one may so say reverently.

“And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship
was covered with the waves; but he was asleep. And the disciples came to him and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish”
(Matt. 8:23-25).

Thus did the gracious Lord test the faith of His followers, that they might confide in His supremacy over all need, His concern for them in all
dangers and difficulties. Was not He with them Whom God had sent to save? Was not the Reconciler not only of all believers but of all the
universe, in the ship? He, Who was come to lay the basis the new creation and everlasting glory? It He could not perish Who was here to
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rescue from everlasting destruction all that look to Him in faith, how weak and unworthy to wrong His love as if He would leave them to
perish? Yet appearances were allowed to prove their hearts. The sudden violent squall, the sea raging, the little ship or boat on which they
had gone aboard, the waves beating in so that the ship was already filled, the Lord asleep (not on a pillow but the boat-cushion)!

It was assuredly perilous increasingly, with but one ground of confidence: Jesus was there. But this to faith should have been everything; and
it would have been, had they looked away from the wind, sea, and all else, to Him. When they woke him, it was but with the appeal, “Lord,
save us: we perish.” Even on the resurrection day they were yet more sad and despairing, if not blinded by alarm, because He had bowed to
death and suffered on the cross; and He had then to reproach them as senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets spoke.
He, despised and rejected of men, had only to speak the word, and the elements least controllable by man obeyed His voice, Who stooped so
low in love, yet was their Creator. “And He arose and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still; and the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm.” But He said also, “Why are ye so fearful, O ye of little faith”?

Sinner, or saint, what a word of truth to both! No doubt there is a difference immense, between him that believes and the unbeliever, for the
one is in the hand of the Father and the Son; the other lies like the whole world in the wicked one. Yet the unbelief which in the latter resists
the Holy Spirit fatally, so far as it works, dishonors the Lord and injures the believer; and scripture abounds with proofs of both, that each may
respectively be warned. It was certainly fear that prompted the importunate repetition which Luke records (chap. 8:24), “Master, Master, we
perish.” The disciples soon learned the vanity of their alarm when He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water; though they to
the end of the earthly pilgrimage need to look earnestly to Him, as His love values it, and it is due to His glory. And if a rebuke to unbelief,
how strengthening to the heart when we learn afresh His faithful and effectual intervention, whatever the manner of it!

But is this nothing to you, who are perishing in sins and unbelief? The Creator of all things did not become a man save to glorify God and to
bless man, as blessing could only be thus; and by nothing short of death, the death of the cross. His incarnation was not only to manifest Him
in life, solely doing God's will, as it never had been on earth before, but to suffer for sins in the body God prepared for Him, that sins might be
taken away by the all-sufficient sacrifice, and that believers might be sanctified, yea, perfected forever. For this Heb. 10. declares to be the
fruit, of the Savior's work.

And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us. Whatever may be the good things in store for Israel when they repent and look in faith unto their
pierced Messiah, the good tidings are now sent by God to any sinner, Jew or Gentile. Oh, take the place of truth, and own to God your sins
and ruin, that you may not come into judgment. For His judgment (and the Lord Jesus is the Judge) is holy and righteous, and therefore must
be utterly destructive of the guilty. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house (Acts 16:31). He is the object of
faith set before any and all by God, that whosoever believeth may not perish, but nave everlasting life (John 3.).

Listen not to the wiles of the devil, who whispers that you are taking away from God's honor by looking to His Son, the Lord Jesus. Not so; for
“he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also,” and “whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father” (1 John 2). And this is
the reason why “the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son;” that all men might honor Him as the Father
(John 5). Those who believe honor Him now, and have eternal life in Him, and by grace walk accordingly; but all who now dishonor the Son, by
refusing His word and disbelieving. Him Who sent Him, must be raised to a resurrection of judgment which will compel them to honor Him in
the solemn endless day of their everlasting ruin. So He declares Who is the way, and the truth, and the life. Sin no more against God and your
own souls; but believe on Him Who by the grace of God tasted death for every one. “For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, Christ Jesus a man, who gave Himself a ransom for all to be testified in due times “; and so He is to you now, that you may no
longer neglect so great salvation, but believe on Him to the saving of your soul.

Bible Treasury: Volume 20, Gentile Centurion and His Servant, The
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Matt. 8:5-13; Luke 7:2-10.

IN the first Gospel the leper is set immediately before the Centurion, to mark the grace at hand for the Gentile when the defiled people should
reject the Messiah. So the Gospel shows from its beginning to its end. Hence it is that in its account of the Centurion (not in the corresponding
narrative of Luke), the Lord declares that many should come from east and west and share the feast with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob,
whilst the sons of the kingdom, their seed, should be cast forth into the outer darkness with its unspeakable anguish.

In the third Gospel, which has a moral object rather than dispensational, the Holy Spirit led to placing the forgiven paralytic after the healed
leper (Luke 5:13, 14, and 18-25): the two striking pictures of sin as needing divine grace to cleanse, and the known remission of sins for
power to walk and serve aright. Here too, the case of the Centurion is given in its actual place, which equally fell in with the scope of the
Gospel. The Lord had laid down for His disciples in a large way and wholly above human thought or feeling that blessedness which He knew in
its perfection which grace calls to and forms. Hence it is no question here of scribes and Pharisees, or of those of old time, He urges the
principle of God's kingdom in words which leave the Jew out of sight and instruct the man of God where and when ever he may be.

The faith of the Gentile Centurion follows, with a detail of similar propriety. His bondman was dear, yea precious, to him, but sick and about to
die. Yet the Centurion did not present himself to the Lord. He came to Him only, as those are said to do themselves what they do by others.
He was no heathen; he honored the Jew, low as they were, because God chose them and entrusted them with His oracles, the scriptures.
Therefore did he (a rare thing in a Roman officer) love their nation, as he even built them their synagogue. And so he sent to the Lord elders
of that people, who besought Him earnestly on the behalf of one so worthy in their eyes (as rare a thing in a Jewish elder).

But when the Lord was not far from the house, the Centurion sent friends to Him, saying, Lord, trouble not Thyself, for | am not worthy
(adequate or qualified) that Thou shouldst come under my roof. The very grace of the Lord, which offered to come and heal the servant,
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awoke a deeper sense of the Lord and of himself in his heart. This was a morally right feeling in the Centurion toward One Whom he could not
but regard as possessed of divine power and title; as the elders were right in their sense of the Gentile's worth and religious feeling. He was
in truth a believer. This made him humble as well as reverent. He recognized in Jesus what made himself nothing, yet what encouraged him
to lay at His feet his appeal for a dying slave; and this first through Jewish elders, then through friends; for what was he himself to be
accounted of? Whereas He, the Lord, has but to say by a word, and his servant shall be healed. He too, a man set under authority, had
soldiers under him, and says, to one Go, and he goes, to another Come, and he comes, and to his servant Do this, and he does it.

Can we wonder that the gracious Lord wondered? It was faith simple and strong, the fruit of divine grace. The word of God, for this was read
and heard in the synagogue, acquainted the Centurion with God's nature and ways, as none of the Jews learned who listened with no such
sense of need but claiming a monopoly of possession. Not even in Israel, the Lord said, had He found so great faith.

Those who were sent returned and found the sick man in sound health.

How is it with you who read these words? If not born of God, you are in the evil and darkness of the fall, and all the more guilty because you
have heard not the law only, but the gospel from your tenderest years. Yet you have lived as if you were not a lost sinner, as if God were not
a Savior, as if Christ who died for sinners was not ordained Judge of quick and dead, most of all to be dreaded by those who hear but neglect
so great salvation. You are in a worse and more dangerous case than the sick slave of the Centurion. Only the breath of your nostrils severs
you from death, the forerunner of the second death, the lake of fire forever. Oh! weigh the tale written to save—written by the Holy Spirit to
save—a slave of sin. Christ speaks in it to you who read or hear. For Him to speak by a word is ample to save the soul that believes. And He
has said many words to give you confidence notwithstanding your many sins. He gives healing, life, pardon, peace, and power. He gives all
things worthy of God, all needed by man. But beware of doubting, beware of deferring. The “convenient time” never comes. Now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. If you put off, beware lest you perish.

Bible Treasury: Volume 20, Jewish Leper, The
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IN the first of the Gospels this is the earliest miracle given in detail: a suited testimony of Messiah to His people, a testimony that He was
Jehovah in their midst acting in power and grace. Indeed even here the account is brief. The fact is in some respects all the more significant.
The real state spiritually of the chosen people was no better in God's sight. The law had singled out leprosy as the standing sign of
uncleanness and exclusion from His presence. Hence the more manifest was grace toward the Gentile in the action of the prophet of old,
when Israel was sinking down more and more into apostacy.

But now a greater than Elisha was here. Immanuel was on earth, in the land; and this unhappy Jew prostrates himself before Him, and makes
his appeal: “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” The chosen people were morally what he was physically; but they knew it no more
than they bowed to His glory. But it will dawn on the remnant by-and-by, when they shall say, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
Jehovah.” “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for
uncleanness.” Far different was it in the day of Messiah's visitation.

Even the leper, who did pay Him homage then, feebly apprehended the grace that was in Him “Lord, if Thou wilt.” Why question? Why doubt?
Wherefore was He come, and come Himself, the Holy One, to dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips? A man, yet the King, Jehovah of
Hosts! If the eyes of the blind were to be opened, and the ears of the deaf to be unstopped, and the lame to leap as a hart (and prophecy had
bound up this and more with the advent of Messiah) was the leper to be an exception? Was he without the pale of mercy? The leper, abject
as he was, acknowledged His power without hesitation.

But grace rises over all difficulty and applies the power to the need, however desperate; and here Luke lets us know, suitably to his own
character, that the man was “full of leprosy.” But if faith was small, grace comes forth in its own immensity. “And Jesus put forth His hand,
and touched him.”

It was not always thus that the Lord wrought in cleansing lepers. When the ten met Him, as we hear in Luke 17, they stood afar off, and the
Lord cleansed all, but touched none of them. Here we have the beautiful sign of His mercy toward Israel another day, when He will bless them
with His gracious presence and heal all their diseases, as He will forgive all their iniquities.

Now, present in humiliation, His glory could not be hid. Had He been merely man under the law, there was no license to touch the leper.
Jehovah Messiah was there; and however He might stoop in love, He could not deny Himself. He and He alone could touch the leper, not only
undefiled, but banishing the leprosy. How manifestly it was God in Christ winning the overwhelmed heart, and blending power with grace in a
way beyond all human thought! Mark tells us that He was “moved with compassion “; and indeed the act was exactly suited to express it.

But He added words, recorded in all three Gospels, of the utmost weight— “I will; be thou clean.” None on earth but He was free so to speak.
His Person gave Him the right. He, Who could truly say “l am,” was entitled to say “l will.” In every other born of woman it would have been
not only presumption but sin. He could say these words Who does say in John 8, “Before Abraham was, | am.” “Be thou clean” was
immediately followed with power that could not be disputed. “Immediately” the man's leprosy was cleansed. The Lord Jesus spake, and it was
done; He commanded, and it stood fast.

It was but a sample; and, as the Lord enjoins, “for a testimony unto them.” Therefore Jesus said unto the leper, “See thou tell no man, but go
thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded.” A greater work was needed for man before God. A deeper
want than any created by disease, however fatal, lay upon Israel; but this was “for a testimony unto them.” To show himself to the priest
ought to have raised the question there, if his lips kept knowledge, or if his heart sought it, Who has healed him? It would have drawn out the


https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

answer from faith; Jehovah is here; Jehovah has healed him. For no one knew better than the priest that man is powerless here; and the law
has no provision for healing leprosy, only directions for cleansing ritually him who is already healed.

Alas! like people, like priest; all were unbelieving then, save the little remnant which heard the Good Shepherd's voice and followed Him. How
is it with my reader? The Gentile professor, though christened, if this be all, is no less a leper in God's sight than the Jew; and the outward
bearing of the Lord's name cannot bring to God without living faith. Nay, to possess externally was and is a great danger for the flesh, which
goes asleep under privileges now as Israel did of old.

Oh, listen to His voice, that speaks still from heaven, and assuredly with no less power than to the Jewish leper. Why is the tale recorded so

fully, if it be not a multiplied witness, that you should believe on Him? Your case is no less desperate than the leper's. But the Savior and His
word are the same forever if your faith may be as small, your appeal as hesitating, as his was of whom we read. The grace of the Lord Jesus
meets faith however little and weak, and acts according to God's glory. May you then hear and live!

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: as Having Authority
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From first to last of the word of righteousness on the mountain, the Lord had spoken as none but a divine person was entitled to do.

" And it came to pass, when Jesus concluded these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his doctrine, for he was teaching them as having
authority, and not as their scribes."

The Lord, alone on earth, was qualified to speak with authority peculiar to Himself. Beyond all others He knew what was in man (John 2:25):
He alone here below knew what was in God (John 3:11). On one side He is the Man whom God raised from out of dead men, marked out by
God as judge of living and dead, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and make manifest the counsels of the hearts. On
the other hand no one hath seen God at any time, the Only-begotten Son that is in the bosom of the Father—He declared Him. He is thus in
every way qualified to speak with authority; yet who so lowly?

But the Jews were used, now that the Prophets of Jehovah for four centuries had ceased, to lean on their rabbis. Indeed they had shown the
same unbelief in the days of prophets of the highest character; as Isaiah bears witness (29:13). It was with them in Israel, as afterward in
Christendom, a sea of uncertainty, and a conflict of learned or rash opinions. How could it be otherwise when they were thus cheated to give
up God's word for man's ideas? So our Lord cites this very oracle in His day, " In vain they do worship me, teaching as doctrines men's
precepts."

But not so the Lord Himself as He sat on the mount, and taught the disciples, within the hearing of the crowds. This Matthew was inspired to
present continuously and in orderly relation for permanent use. He began with the characters, the blessed characters, of such as enter the
kingdom of the heavens. Four are righteous, three gracious, each class with its consequent persecution, as being in the age where evil still
runs on (chap. 5:3-12). Their position follows, righteous and gracious, toward those outside (13-16).

Then from ver. 17 to the end of the chapter He proceeds to show that far from coming to make void the law or the prophets, He was here to
give the fullness of God's mind therein, the light of the kingdom before it is established in any for those who bow to Him. The unbelieving and
unsubject shall not enter on the new privileges. Not a tittle should in any way pass from the law till all come to pass. To enter the kingdom a
real and inward righteousness, of which Christ is the perfection, must be, far exceeding that of the scribes and Pharisees.

Next He goes farther, not merely " for verily | say to you " (18) and " for | say to you " (20) but with all the emphasis of superior divine light,
worthy of God's Son, " Ye heard that it was said to the ancients, Thou shalt not kill... But | say to you" (21-26), and "ye heard that it was said,
Thou shalt not commit adultery. But | say to you " (27 -30); and incomparably more searching commandments are applied to the law's
prohibition of violence and corruption only in their extreme forms.

After that the Lord deals with divorce, and oath in ordinary converse (not judicial), putting all in the same highest place of God's light, with no
allowance of human weakness (vers. 31-37). These were matters of righteousness.

In what follows He looks at the higher and deeper claims of grace. Instead of retaliation as in the law of " eye for eye and tooth for tooth," we
hear "But | say to you, not to resist evil," &c. (38-42); and instead of " Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy," He urges "But |
say to you, Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that ye may be sons of your Father that is in the heavens," to the point
of your being perfect (i.e. in grace), as your heavenly Father is to evil and good, just and unjust (43-48).

In chap. 6 He points out the true spirit of the life in alms, prayer, and fasting toward God (their Father that is seen in secret before them)
(1-10); again in calm confidence above the world's anxiety in ordinary things (19-34): righteousness and grace are here also.

Lastly, in chap. 7 He guards against evil thoughts of brethren, and communion with the unclean world; and He counsels confiding
dependence on their Father, acting toward others as they desired from them, and holding to the narrow gate and the straitened way (1-14).
He solemnly warns against false prophets, whose fruits betray them notwithstanding their fair speech (15-20). The vanity of profession
without vital reality is pressed even where service and gift are pleaded. It is finally compared to the folly of building on the sand, instead of on
the rock of genuine obedience to Christ's words (21-27).

To any anxious soul let me say, Do not mistake. The Lord is not here showing how the sinner is to get pardon and peace. He is teaching His
disciples how they are to walk and please their Father. Confusion here denies salvation by grace, is itself mere error, and can only endanger
and ruin souls.
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The Lord here delivers a most salutary warning, to which the new things of the kingdom gave occasion. For while the truth which came
through Him is as precious as it is characteristic, it of necessity left the door open for mental activity and spurious profession in ways which
could not under the law be addressed to Israel. " Now we know that, whatsoever things the law saith, it speaketh to those in (or, under) the
law." The truth, Christ, on His coming into the world which knew Him not, casts His light upon every man, and places all that have it under
deep and direct responsibility. But it is also capable of being abused widely and variously by a false pretension more or less willing, yet ever
inexcusable.

This the Lord meets in these verses with emphatic clearness and solemnity.

" Not every one that saith to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he that doeth the will of my Father that is in the
heavens. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name
do many works of power? And then will | avow to them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that work lawlessness " (Matt. 7:21-23).

The sense of entering into the kingdom of the heavens here is fixed to its glorious estate, not only by " in that day " in the following verse, but
by the Lord's application of it in chap. viii. 11, where its citizens sit in it with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. It is the more important to note;
because His rejection (which soon began to appear) brought in its " mysteries " as in Matt. 13, during which He sits on high upon the Father's
throne, and the kingdom applies to the anomalous state, as in the field or world wherein He sowed wheat and the devil darnel to ruin as a
whole. This is the present mixture of Christendom while the Lord is absent above, during which any one can say " Lord " in vain, and wheat
and darnel grow together till the harvest time, and the glory come by judgment.

The essential thing is doing the will of His Father which Christ was revealing. As He said in John 5:24, where life eternal was in question, "
Verily, verily, | say to you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath life eternal." These are the persons who, having
done the good things as possessed of life now, rise for the resurrection of life (ver. 28). Equally peremptory is the Lord's word here. No
profession without corresponding course of life can avail; nothing less or other than doing His heavenly Father's will. And who so competent
to reveal as the Son, who left (as He tells us in John 16:12, 13) many things, beyond hearing then, for the Holy Spirit to announce when He
came?

It is clear that, as in the entire discourse, not a word is said about the new birth, still less redemption. The Lord is not here preaching to
sinners how they were to be saved; He is teaching His disciples how to walk before the Father that is in the heavens. How does He view that
vague and multitudinous profession, which is a burlesque of Christianity, though now so popular, on the one hand through histrionic
ceremonies and gaudy shows and religious fables, and on the other through appeals to the intellect and to the imagination by oratory or
reasoning. There may be seeming devoutness and profuse earnestness; but without living faith in Christ, neither is God known nor is self
judged. The Lord insists on true obedience.

O my fellow-sinner, how can you obey a far fuller standard than the law, as long as you are dead in your offenses and sins? Are you not by
nature children of wrath (Eph. 2)? For we are saved (nobody else), as the apostle adds, by grace through faith. A rite is wholly unavailing. And
faith is God's gift; it is not of works, as rash men pretend: else man could and would boast. Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). O then repent and believe the gospel.

How overwhelming is the Lord's warning! " Many shall say to Me in that day (and it is at hand), Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by Thy name,
and by Thy name cast out demons, and by Thy name do many works of power? And | will say (not even you once knew Me, but) " | never
knew you." Compare Heb. 6:4-8. No gift of power is a sign of life eternal, not even the edifying gift of prophesying. A man might be an apostle
of Christ, but not a child of God. " Ye must be born anew," begotten by the word of truth; which Judas never was. Outwardly near, he was
really far off, not only a stranger in heart but an enemy. And so we read here of crowds not like Judas, deceived as well as deceivers, " Then
will | avow to them, | never knew you."

So indeed it is and must he, where men enjoy the greatest outward privileges, and remain without faith working through love. But it is faith,
not founded on evidence, nor on tradition, nor dependent on a dying priest or a dead ordinance or a self-asserting church, but given of God's
grace that you may become God's son and Christ's bondman, though just as surely a member of His body. Thus only can you walk in
obedience of the Father's word and will, till Christ comes or you depart to be with Him, waiting with Him as well as for Him till then.

And those who do not so believe, whatever their claims now, whatever their pretension to order, office, Tower or authority, must assuredly
hear in that day the just and irrevocable sentence, " Depart from Me, ye that work lawlessness." May grace work and win now, giving an ear
to hear the voice of Jesus to the saving of the soul, and delivering from the delusion that christening quickens souls, or exempts them from
the condition of being lost and the need of being born anew.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Fruits
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The disciple is here cautioned. It is not only against trusting himself, that he may be dependent on his Father, and earnest in prayer that
looks for an answer of grace. He has to pass through a scene haunted by the subtle emissaries of the unseen enemy; and the greater their
pretension, the more are they to be shunned. The Lord would not have His own deceived and led astray.

" But beware of false prophets, which come unto you in sheep's clothing but within are ravening wolves. By their fruits ye shall them
recognize. Do they gather from thorns a grape bunch or from thistles figs? So every good tree produceth good fruits, but the worthless tree
produceth bad fruits. A good tree cannot produce bad fruits, nor a worthless tree produce good fruits. Every tree that produceth not good
fruit is cut down and cast into the fire. Therefore at least by their fruits ye shall recognize them well "

Every reader of the o. t. may learn the destructive part by the false prophets who followed like a dark shadow the holy men whom the Holy
Spirit inspired, and took up popular cries to oppose the warnings of God as evil became more rampant. There is no less danger now, as Peter
particularly insists under the gospel; not to say that there is so much the more when good men pretend not to inspiration and are no longer
invested with miraculous vouchers, but press only the word. in the Spirit. And so it will be again for the godly remnant in the last days when,
the heavenly ones being caught up, it becomes a question of that land and people.

But the Lord's warning is of living value now also, as we hear in the worst and deceptive form (1 John 2:18-23; 4:1-6 John 7-11). What believer
does not know of the boldest antagonism to the truth? What Christian has not tasted bitter grief in seeing saints of God deluded by the
sheerest clap-trap? Yea, even conniving, for alleged peace, unity, or testimony, at the denial of Christ's Person?

They who love Christ do well to beware of false prophets, who are such as come unto them in the garb of sheep, but within are ravening
wolves. They may cultivate sanctimoniousness and pretend to devotion, but are under the dominion of a mightier foe than themselves, and
filled with the keenest zeal to deprive the Christian of a true Christ, of life eternal possessed, of present standing as God's righteousness in
Christ, of association with Him in and for heavenly glory. Are not such truly ravening wolves? What remains, if the disciple lose all the
treasure distinctive of Christianity?

" By their fruits ye shall recognize them." Do they exalt Him who humbled Himself? Do they confess His incomprehensible being, God and
man in one Person? Do they proclaim His grace and truth? Do they follow Christ in absolute subjection to scripture? Do they own it, as the
invaluable standard, and the sure communication, of God's mind by His Spirit? Is the believer established? Is the sinner won and delivered?
Or are minds filled with ideas which but inflate the spirit, inspire self-complacency, and end in death? For these are practical effects which
test what men teach, and which are legible enough to simple souls little versed in scriptural truth, and still less in human subtleties. And thus
the Lord safeguards the sheep in various ways.

There is another class of false prophets who more openly contradict the Lord, count scripture obsolete, or deny that it was ever more than
Hebrew sages moralizing or romancing according to their genius. Hence they dare to say that the wide gate is all right, and the broad way
safe; that the few are only sour, proud, and narrow, and that the many cannot but be welcome to the universal Father, Jehovah, Jove, or Lord,
too good to be severe to His erring children. Here again for all who receive scripture as the expression of divine revelation and authority there
is no lack of evidence for any one to recognize these false prophets from their fruits. For their love of the world, or indulgence of the flesh, is
as plain as their apology for sin, slight of the Savior, and ignorance of the true God.

Good fruits are produced by neither the religious misbeliever or the profane unbeliever. How could it be? Do people gather a bunch of grapes
from thorns or figs from thistles? Those who utter false oracles are trees which the Father never planted. It is the worthless tree producing
bad fruits: whereas every good tree produces good fruits. Christ is the true vine; and they only who abide in Him are branches that bear good
fruit.

O then, sinner, renounce yourself, and heed none who point to another than Christ. Were He not set forth openly, and did He not welcome
you in perfect grace, your lot would be dismal indeed. But He Himself declares, " |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto myself "
(John 12:32). On earth He, the Messiah, was not sent save to the lost sheep of Israel, though he and she who by grace discerned a higher
glory were blessed according to their faith. But lifted up on the cross He is seen as the Son of man come to seek and save the lost, whoever
and whatever they might be. He is the attractive center to draw all, however dark or distant, who own Him as Savior and themselves as guilty
and ruined sinners. For on the cross He through death annulled him that has the might of death; on the cross He bore the judgment of sin and
effected propitiation; on the cross His blood was shed that brings the defiled one perfectly cleansed nigh to God. O sinner, no longer hold out
against a work thus provided and commended to you just as you are. Christ is the true God, and eternal life; and it is written, that you might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you might have life in His name.

Made a true and living branch of the Vine, you will bear the good fruits of that only good tree. Be humbled, but not in despair, if through
allowance of flesh you bear unworthily. For you have still the flesh in you, but no excuse to let it out. For if you are Christ's, you died to sin,
not to sins merely, but to that source of lust and will, the flesh; and such is the virtue of His death to law too, that even if a Jew you were
made dead to that old husband and free to belong to Another, Who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God. The Holy Spirit
directs your eye and heart to Christ; and He, as He produces nothing but good fruit, never fails him that looks to Himself. He is the way, the
only way of life and holiness; and if you live by faith, it is now yours to say, "not |, but Christ that liveth in me." Then and then only, can you
produce good fruits; as surely as " every tree that produceth not good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire."

Be not deceived then. Look to Christ believingly; and all will be well with your soul now, and evermore. Therefore at least by their fruits ye
shall know those that uphold the ways of the Lord, and those that pervert.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Narrow Gate

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb



https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

The Lord here gives a warning of great practical value. Public opinion weighs much with the natural mind. It may be and often is right in
material things: there men judge fairly well, and are awake to their interests. For the spirit of man that is in him knows the things of man. But
it is not so in the things of God, where the carnal mind does not fail to display its inveterate enmity against Him to man's certain ruin if it
sway. Therefore is it elsewhere written, There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none that understandeth, none that seeketh after God.
All turned aside, together they become unprofitable, there is none doing good, no, not one (Rom. 3:10-12).

Hence the Lord says here, "Enter ye through the narrow gate; because wide [is] the gate, and broad the way that leadeth off unto
destruction, and many are they that enter through it. Because narrow [is] the gate, and straitened the way that leadeth off unto life, and few
are they that find it " (Matt. 7:13, 14).

Reader, how is it with you? Have you entered through the narrow gate of conversion to God? Have you repented toward God and believed on
our Lord Jesus Christ? _Baptism is the divine and admirable sign of salvation; yet it never gave life, but rather represented remission of sins
and death to sin for such as had life: if they had not life in Christ, its true meaning, as far as they were concerned, was their guilty and
wretched inconsistency, to their utter condemnation far worse than if they had not been baptized to that excellent Name. Deceive not your
own soul; be not deceived by others. The great apostle warned that in the last days grievous times should come, and evil men and impostors
wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But this trust in an ordinance is one of the oldest of errors, and revived of late with fresh
audacity and large success, though the same apostle expressly denounced its vanity and danger in early days (1 Corinthians 10:1-11). For "
our fathers," said he, "were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink the
same spiritual drink... Howbeit with most of them God was not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness.... Now all these
things happened to them as types, and were written for our admonition on whom the ends of the ages are come."

O unbeliever, will it assuage the horrors of everlasting fire that you followed the multitude in despising the word of the Lord and neglecting
His great salvation? You cannot deny that what He says here is very plain; your conscience must own that it is true. It is of no avail to talk
about the fate of Thibet sealed up against the light of the gospel, or to inquire what is to become of the heathen millions in darkest Africa, or
in haughtier India and China, or anywhere else. You at any rate have the Bible, and may outwardly profess the Lord's name. You have often
heard and perhaps read these words of Him who will surely judge living and dead; and the time hastens for it. When you stand and are
manifested before Him, will you not be speechless, like him who might be christened but had no wedding garment? The numberless crowds
of the lost will verify His words, but yield not a drop of water to cool your tongue in the torments of that day without an end, or even when
you die impenitent now before it come. Masses and classes alike perish in their unbelief of Him and His word.

In fact it will only add unspeakably to your bitter self-reproach that the Lord gave you so distinct a signal of danger for time and eternity. You
refused the narrow gate, because it admitted neither self-will, nor fleshly lust. You loved the wide gate and the broad way, because you set
your heart on what you called liberty, seeking and doing what you liked in defiance of God's will. You stifled the conviction of your moral folly
and incredulous madness by the abundance of your company high and low. The narrow gate was repulsive to you, because it compelled you
to stoop to God, which your pride and your passions alike resented. You had in entering through it to meet God singly, and to face Him alone
about your sins. Had you been in earnest, you would have seen that He is our Savior God, who desires that all men should be saved and
come to acknowledgment of truth. And this is solely in Christ Who is the one Mediator of God and men, and gave Himself a ransom for all.

Therefore are you without excuse. And you are lost and must be condemned forever, above all your sins for this crowning sin that you reject
Christ Who died for you, losing the ransom so precious to God and efficacious for man. 0 bethink yourself: believe the words of Him Who
cannot lie, and in love uttered this warning that you might hear and live. For both gates are clearly set before you, and both ways, one unto
life and the other unto perdition. Many are they that enter through the wide gate and tread the broad way. O beware; for | too was once your
fellow-sinner, as infatuated as any other. But the Shepherd's voice reached my ear, my soul. May it pierce yours, that you may turn off from
the broad way, as from a serpent, yea the old Serpent the Devil, and enter the narrow gate of Christ, the straitened way that leads off unto
life. Few are they that find it. May you know this happiness now and evermore in the Savior.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Confidence in Our Father's Giving
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Our Lord here encourages His disciples to count on the goodness of their Father for every want consistent with His will.

" Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For every one that asketh receiveth, and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, who, if his son shall ask of him for a loaf, will give
him a stone; and if he ask for a fish, will give him a serpent? If therefore ye, being wicked, know to give good gifts to your children, how much
rather shall your Father that is in the heavens give good things to those that ask him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye desire that men
should do to you, thus do ye also to them; for this is the law and the prophets " (Matt. 7:7-12).

It is not a shiner needing life and forgiveness of his sins, but saints directed to appeal to God and assured of their Father's answer of love,
whatever their wants be. The Lord had already taught them to pray in chap. 6 as with alms and fasting, parts of saintly righteousness and
due to His name and glory. Here He enforces it as the way in which all they need from above is to be given them. Hence perseverance and
earnestness are incumbent. Asking will ensure receiving, yea to every one that asks; seeking will not be fruitless but shall find; and to the still
more importunate the door will be opened, which is but shut to exercise faith. For there may be a matter of importance for the applicant to
learn before the request can be granted, as with the Syrophenician woman, so earnest in supplicating the Lord to have pity on her, whose
daughter was grievously possessed by a demon. Yet at first the Lord answered her not a word. She pleaded like a lost sheep of Israel's house;
whereas she was a Greek, and had no right of promise with the Messiah; indeed she was a Canaanite, and thus under the curse. But when
she drops His title as Son of David, and gathered from His answer to the disciples wherein her mistake lay, she did Him homage, saying, Lord,
help me. On this He speaks out, It is not good to take the bread of the children, and cast it to the whelps. This did help her soul, for it led her
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to the secret of sovereign grace on which she at once threw herself, saying, Yea, Lord; for even the whelps eat of the crumbs which fall from
the table of their masters. Then Jesus answering said to her, O woman, great is thy faith; be it done to thee as thou wilt. The door opened to
her knock. She was deepened and cleared in her faith, as her daughter was healed from that hour.

The Lord also encourages His disciples through the affection which is implanted in a parent's heart. If their Father makes His sun rise on evil
and good, and sends rain on just and unjust, how does He feel toward His sons? His love surely goes out to them in every request that is for
their good, and withholds only what their foolishness asked that must do them harm. Hence He says, Or what man of you, whom his son shall
ask for a loaf, will he give him a stone? and if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? Who would not repudiate such mockery of a. son's
hunger? Thence He draws the conclusive words for their hearts, If ye then, being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more shall your Father that is in the heavens give good things to those that ask Him?

The last verse goes into that which becomes the disciple with men, and lays down the simple but evidently sound principle, to do to others as
we would have others do to us; and this too on no ground of human rights or natural benevolence, but of consistency with God's revealed
will. "All things therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, thus also do ye to them; for this is the law and the prophets."

Now let me ask you, dear reader, if you have not by faith the Son of God as your Savior, are you not conscious that these words are
altogether beyond you? What is your state then now, and what must the end be? | call on you in the Lord's name that you perish not in your
sins. The same Lord, who thus cheers His disciples and bids them ask freely, warns you that he who disbelieves (who is unsubject to) the Son,
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. Go to God as you are, a poor sinner, in the Savior's name, and own your ruin and His
grace, that you may be saved, and know it to your exceeding and everlasting joy; and then serve Him as your Lord, awaiting Him from
heaven, for He is coming.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Judge Not That Ye Be Not Judged
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There ought to be no question of the Lord's meaning here. No fault was more prevalent then or now. Censoriousness is not only the habitual
bane of religious professors, but the snare to which true disciples are too prone. Gracious men who set their face in general against
detraction are often bitter against what they themselves dislike, and thus slip into judging motives wrongly like others. He who is Judge of
quick and dead discerns every heart, and enjoins what is comely and just on His followers. For this sin tends to hypocrisy; and what saint
would regard such a thing lightly?

"Judge not that ye be not judged; for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye measure, it shall be
measured to you. And why lookest thou on the mote that [is] in the eye of thy brother, but observest not the beam in thine eye? Or how wilt
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote from thine eye; and, behold, the beam [is] in thine eye? Hypocrite, pull out first the beam
out of thine eye, and then wilt thou see clearly to pull out the mote out of the eye of thy brother."

The indulgence in a hasty, severe, and suspicious spirit provokes reprisals, and such as wantonly impute evil to others in ignorance or
unkindness do not fail to bring on themselves unsparing imputation. For here the Lord turns from the lack of confiding in our Father's care
and love, and warns of our danger from many an unkind impression and expression. To surmise wrong motives is itself a wrong. It is natural
for such as live in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another; and such once were we ourselves. But since the kindness and love to man of
our Savior God appeared (no premium for our deserts), but according to His own mercy He saved us through washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, which He poured on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, are we not bound by the family character, the new
life relationship as children of God, sons of such a Father? Since redemption and the gift of the Spirit, more can be added now to what the
Lord uttered then.

But He reminds us of what we easily forget. If others are a trial to us, are not we a trial to them? Are we not, unless walking according to the
light, as dull to see our own faults as we are sharp to notice, and even imagine, wrongs in our brethren? How pungently the Lord puts the
case that we may loathe ourselves! " And why lookest thou on the mote in the eye of thy brother, but observest not the beam in thine eye?
Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote from thine eye, and, behold, the beam is in thine eye?" The Shepherd and
Bishop of our souls thus holily strips us of the mask which failure in self-judgment puts on. For if before God we discern not our own grievous
shortcomings and sins, we do not know our brethren with anything like the same certainty and clearness. Love therefore and the fear of God
call us each to deem others better than ourselves, judging ourselves for what we do know instead of others for what we know not and ought
not to think. " Hypocrite," says the Lord with severe reproof, " pull out first the beam out of thine eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to pull
out the mote out of thy brother's eye."

Yet it is well to beware of the too common misuse of our Lord's warning. How often pious persons thereby deprecate any censure of their own
position and any care against false doctrine, or evil associations, or responsibility for such discipline as scripture requires 1 But this is to fail in
godliness; which assuredly covers not only personal conduct, but also public walk as members of Christ. The Corinthians were careless in this
way and others, which grace has turned to the profit, not only of them, but of " all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both theirs and ours." The apostle allows no excuse for carelessness congregationally any more than individually. There is no call to
exercise discipline on the evildoers of the world; but Christians have the obligation of dealing with offenders in God's assembly. Paul, though
absent, could not but judge that the wicked person should be excluded. It was due to Christ and His sacrifice. God must be vindicated Whose
is the assembly. The saints were bound to clear themselves in the matter, taking up the offender's sin as their own; yet even here his
ultimate good was sought, " that the spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." "Do not ye judge those that are within? But those
without God judgeth. Put away the wicked [man] from among yourselves " (1 Cor. 5:3-13). Here we are commanded to judge.
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The selfsame principle expressly applies to sins far less gross. Our thoughts and reasonings are to be discarded on the one hand; and on the
other God's authority to be recognized and conclusive. Scripture too is plain, that, important as is right judgment of moral evil, the truth is yet
more momentous; and this both because to slight and oppose it offends against the Giver, and it ruins those who thus err, whilst they have a
fair appearance, instead of shocking men like immorality or unrighteousness.

Express injunction is also laid down, when the evil is of a more general and public character, as in 2 Tim. 2 " Howbeit the firm foundation of
God standeth, having this seal, The Lord knoweth those that are his; and, Let everyone that nameth the Lord's name depart from
unrighteousness. Now in a great house are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some for honor and some
for dishonor. If one therefore purge himself out from these, he shall be a vessel for honor, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for
every good work." There is thus no license to join in what God disapproves and demands us to judge. Conscience, a purged conscience, is
exercised, and the heart all the more free to love fervently according to God.

But how is it with you, dear reader? If you are of the world and only bear the outward badge of Christianity, take the place of truth for your
soul in God's sight. Jesus is the all-sufficient Savior of sinners, and He, the Lord of all, is rich and near to all that call upon Him. For whosoever
shall call on the Lord's name shall be saved. Righteousness and salvation are the portion assured by God to each that believes and confesses
Him. If you received Christ, say not that you cannot tell who are His. How then can you love God's children, as Christ charged you to do? Even
the unconverted know in a general way who are His, and who are not; how much more does every sober believer? He owns that, till born
anew and brought to God by Christ's work, he was as evil as anyone; and, without pretending to judge the heart, he accepts those who
confess the Lord and follow Him, as he himself does. Such is the judgment of true charity, not the indifference of unbelief which is of Satan.

The verse that follows itself shows whom we ought to judge. For we are to prove all things, holding fast the right. " Dogs " and "Swine" we are
bound to discern and disown. " Give not the holy thing to the dogs, nor cast your pearls before the swine leste they trample them with their
feet, and turn and rend you." Nabal's family is not extinct, sons of Belial with whom a disciple cannot speak with impunity. Shamelessness
and filth plainly tell what they are, and the folly of treating them as sheep of God's pasture. No doubt the grace of God can save such: but in
all this discourse is not a word about redemption or saving sinners. ' All throughout consists of the characters which suit God, and must really
be for His Kingdom. This is its design: and it is worthy of Christ, as the gospel is where this was the question.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Narrow and Wide Ways
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The Lord sets before those who heard Him the energy requisite for entering the kingdom.

When man was unfallen, he had only to abide where Jehovah Elohim set him. A single restriction was laid on him as a test of the obedience
that was due. He might freely eat of every other tree in paradise, pleasant to the sight and good for food; but the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil was forbidden on pain of death. The divine Creator was also the moral Governor; and man, to abide blessed, must bow to His
word in grateful subjection, assured that His will was good no less than wise. That He forbade was enough. To disobey Him was sin and death.
And so man learned to his sorrow, shame, and ruin, when following the woman deceived by the serpent, he violated the plain commandment
and fell.

Since then the race broke more and more into sin. Lawlessness prevailed; till at length Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The end of all flesh came before God; for it was
not only that all flesh had corrupted its way here below, but that the earth was filled with violence. Nor was it only Noah finding grace in
Jehovah's eyes through faith, but a deliverance from the deluge was granted to him and his house, and a preservation of enough of the
creatures in the ark to renew the post-diluvian earth. There the dispensed ways of God were to be displayed, man fully convicted after the
most patient trial, and Himself revealed in His Son, but first on the ground of responsibility, till sovereign grace displace all evil, and
righteousness reign to His glory; finally, when the kingdom closes, dwelling in holy power and peace and goodness when God is all in all.

Meanwhile, as the course of the world has ever been and is now more than ever man doing his own will and pleasing himself, the path of faith
is ever in separation to God and His word. Christ is the One revealed by God and revealing Him in order to make this knowledge good in all
who believe. All saints since sin came into the world looked to Him, and were lightened, and their faces shall never be confounded.

Since the Word became flesh and wrought redemption, grace abounds more exceedingly. Nor is it grace only, but this reigning through
righteousness unto life eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord. Remission of sins, yea, peace made through the blood of His cross, is preached
to every creature; that whosoever believes may know himself made nigh in virtue of Christ's blood, God's workmanship created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God before prepared that we should walk in them.

Still there are difficulties, dangers, and enemies which each soul that heeds the call of God must face. He who is quickened is sanctified unto
the obedience of Jesus Christ (1 Peter). The mind of the flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can it
be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please God. Such is man's moral bent in his very nature fallen as it is. Nor is this by any means all;
for the friendship of the world (and what man has not sought it?) is enmity with God; and this so surely that whosoever would be a friend of
the world makes himself an enemy of God. Then the power of Satan, the liar and murderer, is the most directly destructive of all. Who is
sufficient for these things? It is, and must only be, of God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ.

But every natural influence here below is in Satan's hands, and as hostile to man as to God. Therefore the Lord says, " Come in through the
narrow gate; because wide [is] the gate and broad the way that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that come in through it; because
narrow [is] the gate and straitened the way, that leadeth to life, and few are they that find it " (Matt. 7:13, 14).
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Follow the multitude, as it follows the wise according to the flesh, the mighty, and the noble, and you are lost. Public opinion may be well
enough for things of this life; but it is never founded on God's word. This sets forth Christ and Him crucified, which to the perishing is
foolishness, but to those that are saved the power of God, and His wisdom. So faith receives, and enjoys now, and is blessed forever. It hears
Christ's word and believes God that sent Him. It distrusts and turns away from the world which cast Him out and crucified Him. It seeks not
ease or pleasure for the flesh, but follows Him who was despised by the vain, and abhorred by the self-righteous, and loathed by such as
sought their carnal desires. Hence it is and must be the narrow gate and the straitened way that leads unto life, and few there be that find it.

Those who trust self and the world naturally prefer the wide gate and the broad way. But beware, poor soul! Such is the way that leads to
destruction. It may look fair now, yet what solace will it be then that many come in through that wide but fatal gate? The proud and the
mean, the haughty and the servile, the highest and the lowest, the dissolute and the violent, the superstitious and the skeptical, the
self-satisfied and the hypocritical enter through it into the broad road whose end is perdition. 0 my, fellow-sinners, hear Him who is Himself
the way, ay the sole and sure way to the Father. Never did He refuse one that cast himself as a lost one on His grace and truth; never does
He fail to guide aright each that calls on His name. He is the Savior of all that believe. His sheep hear His voice, and as He knows them, they
follow Him; and He gives them life eternal, and they shall never perish, nor shall any one seize them out of His hand (John 10:27, 28).

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Prudent Builder and the Foolish

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

" Other foundation can no one lay than what is laid, which is Jesus Christ," says the apostle (1 Cor. 3:11). Have you Him as your foundation,
dear reader? If it be of faith, you will not doubt of His sufficiency. " He is the Rock; His work is perfect; for all His ways are righteousness." So
an Israelite could say of Jehovah; and Jesus is Jehovah. But He is more, and now more is revealed, especially since He the Word became flesh,
and tabernacled among us, full of grace and truth. Nor this only: " Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world."

He is the One for your soul, for your guilt, for your sins. If the Son of God became the Lamb of God, and you believe on Him, surely you need
not, you cannot rightly, question that He avails perfectly for you. Yea, you are bound, if you believe Who He is, to receive without hesitation
what God's word declares He undertook and has done. The atoning work is done; it is not future for you; nor is it a-doing either, but is done;
and its efficacy is perfect for every soul that believes God about Jesus, His Son. His blood cleanseth from all sin. You who say that you believe
do God wrong, if you receive not His word and rest not with confidence on the foundation that is laid. There is none other: Jesus is the one
foundation for lost sinners.

God commends His love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ died for us. Do we ask more? We being still without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. We had nothing but sins: He gives all the good we want, having suffered for all the bad that was in us. Such is the
Savior of sinners. None that is pretended even resembles Him. The Virgin mother needed Him for her soul, as did every other saint. All men
need grace to save them through faith; for all are sinners. Neither angels nor the archangel can avail in any degree; they are but upheld by
the word of His power. Nor will God save a sinner but through faith in His Son Who humbled Himself unto death, even the death of the cross,
to glorify God and to suffer for sins, Just for unjust. Whoever denieth the Son hath not the Father either; he that acknowledgeth the Son hath
the Father also (1 John 2).

But in our text, which closes the sermon on the Mount, it is another truth: not redemption (which was not there the object) but the absolute
necessity of obedience in all who call Jesus Lord. To say Lord, Lord, without doing His Father's will, is worthless. Many shall say in the future
day of account, Have we not prophesied through Thy name, and through Thy name cast out demons, and through Thy name done many
works of power? But He will answer, | never knew you: depart from Me, workers of lawlessness. It was hollow profession, whatever the works
of power, which only aggravated the guilt and will add to the endless remorse. There was no life possessed in Christ, and consequently no
obedience, to which every believer is sanctified (1 Peter 1:2). Without holiness none shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14). The point is here that
obedience is indispensable from each one that bears His name.

Hence the Lord concludes, " Whoever therefore heareth these my words and doeth them, | will liken him to a prudent man which built his
house upon the rock; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew and fell upon that house, and it fell not; for it had
been founded upon the rock. And every one that heareth these my words, and doeth them not, shall be likened to a foolish man which built
his house upon the sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew and fell upon that house, and it fell, and its fall
was great " (Matt. 7:24-27).

It is not redemption only that sinful man needs, but life eternal. In Jesus only are both found, and the believer receives both. Many there are
who profess His name, and boast of redemption in Him, the forgiveness of offenses, but never think of present life in Him. Alas they deceive
themselves. To the defiled and unbelieving, whatever they profess, nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.
They profess to know God, but in works deny Him. They say, Lord, Lord; but they are false to His name. Had they believed, they would have
had life in His game, and brought forth fruit of righteousness. But not having Christ as their life, they had no fruit unto holiness, and never
grew because they had no true knowledge of God. Life, life eternal, as a present ground for serving God in obedience, is as essential as
redemption. Woe is to such as have neither. Still more bitter is the woe of such as deny either: they are enemies of the truth.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: 101. Your Heavenly Father Knoweth

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb
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Matt. 6:31, 32
How wholesome, direct, and complete is the Lord’s rebuke of earthly care!

“Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we eat, or What shall we drink, or With what should we be clad? For after all these things do the
Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things” (vers. 31, 32).

As the Lord began, so He closed, His charge to the saints against anxiety in the earthly life. He purposely presents the homely commonplace
of daily fare and clothing. The birds of the sky He adduces as the witness of bounteous provision without solicitude, and the unequaled
splendor of the lilies of the field, as a rebuke to troubled efforts after vain show. The sentiment and the phrase of vers. 26 and 31 are
substantially alike; but in the latter He exchanges “ye” and “your” into the more tender and family expression “we.” Each is as it should be,
and both make His word only the more touching as well as complete.

The poor as to the world are habitually burdened and distressed on both accounts in their daily and domestic life. But the noblest and the
richest spend much time and thought on their food and attire; and the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, have
their mortifications among the highest. And if, as things are, the majority of Christians are too much like others, it only confirms the wisdom
and goodness of the Lord in deigning to say so much to elevate the motives and form the ways of His own according to the mind of God.

Yet there are a few here and there all over the earth who hear His words in this discourse as elsewhere, and seek to do them from the heart.
Nor do they fail to find their blessed account in pleasing Him, apart from the world and its things, with happy deliverance from all its anxieties
and selfishness. Is not this what the Lord here enjoins on all that bear His name? Do these lay His will to heart when temptation arises to
settle down in earthly comfort if not luxury and show? Is this consistent with being pilgrims and strangers on the earth awaiting glory on high
with Him?

No doubt it is what men of the world do, who mock at faithful stewardship as fanaticism, and ignore being not their own but bought with a
price to glorify Him with their bodies. If not their lips, their life says, Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die; yet their constant study is to
spin out their mortal life, with no real heart for the resurrection, no habitual joy nor practical value for Christ as their life. Is it not to “mind
earthly things,” and to forget day by day that “our commonwealth is in the heavens, whence also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior,
who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to His body of glory according to the working of power which He hath even to
subdue all things to Himself?” “For” as He says, “after all these things the Gentiles seek:” the contrast He seeks in His disciples. O let us too
seek it in our ways for the little while, and thus help to impress it on such as wish to make the best of both worlds, a shameless motive and
character for those who are Christ’s.

Are we then left without consolation or resource? Far from it. The Lord winds up with blessed cheer to such as seek to be faithful; “For your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” And is it not the Father’s pleasure to consider every need of every child?
Who can pretend that He does not abound in all good things? or that He would not have us to confide in Him, not in ourselves? Be it yours to
abjure self, and “cast all your care upon Him, for He careth about you.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Morrow
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There is another fear that is apt to cause trouble, forecasting the trials of the morrow. How fertile is the heart, in creating difficulties, and
forgetting our Father as a real and constant resource!

" Be not anxious therefore for the morrow; for the morrow will be anxious about itself: sufficient for the day [is] its evil."

The morrow is in God's hands, not in ours. And He gives us the place of sons, as well as of children, on a firmer ground than could be even
when the Lord here addressed His disciples. As He said to the Father before His suffering, " | made known to them thy name and will make it
known "; so too He did in the fullest way in His message through the Magdalene, " Go to my brethren, and say to them, | ascend to my Father
and your Father, and my God and your God." The relationship rested now on the definite ground of His death and resurrection, wherein their
sins were blotted out, and themselves in the same nearness to His Father and God, as well as to Himself, the Firstborn of many brethren.

The one awful difficulty, sin, was not only removed by His cross for the believer, but made in His death the occasion of glorifying God as He
never was before and never needs to be again. His love and man's hatred met there for the triumph of good over evil to faith, as it shall be to
sight when Christ takes His great power and reigns before every eye. There Satan was vanquished to faith, where he seemed to the natural
eye absolute victor. There not only the outward, but yet more the religious, world disclosed to faith its hateful unrighteousness and its utter
infamy. There the very disciples prove their worse than nothingness. There the righteous One suffered to the utmost that God might be just
and justify all that believe, and that grace might send out the glad tidings even to all that do not believe. For God thereby clothes with the
best robe the guilty, bankrupt, ragged prodigal who turns to Him in the faith of the Name, the name of Jesus.

Thus the work of Christ, and the present indwelling of the Holy Spirit consequent on it, set the new relationship in the clearest light and on
the most solid footing which even God in Christ could give it. O what dependence on Him becomes such as know themselves thus blessed!
What confidence in His love to us to-day and forever | Why then allow the least worry about to-morrow?

That men of the world should be troubled is natural. They know not God. Still less do they cry, Abba, Father. Their satisfaction is in their
substance, their position, their pleasure. Their uneasiness is because all in this life hangs on a trembling balance, between their fellows whom
they cannot trust, a life as uncertain as the wind, and a God whom they dread as their Judge, and with too good reason as they are.
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But the child of God, why should he give way to anxiety about the morrow? He is entitled to happy boldness on his own part and assured love
on His Father's to do His will today, whatever the trial. God is equally above tomorrow's anxiety, which he can cast on Him, if it come.
Sufficient for the day is its evil. Christ is our burden-bearer. Through Him we more than conquer. If God be for us, who against us?

Some who read these words may be still in their sins, and not reconciled to God. If you cannot be contemplated in a warning to believers, you
have an especial danger in putting off to the morrow the call of the gospel which God makes to you to-day. "Behold, now is an acceptable
season, behold, now is a day of salvation." Delay will only increase your sins, and harden your heart to resist the Spirit to your imminent
danger. Be not like the naughty and foolish child, so quick to say, | will never do it again; | will be good tomorrow. Be honest with God to-day,
and own the sin, and yourself a life-long sinner, and confess the Lord Jesus the only Savior, counting on God's grace to save you in His name.
How many have put off to a morrow that never came So perilous is it not to own the sins to-day to Him who waits to be gracious, and can
keep as truly as He forgives.

STEPHEN THE CHRISTIAN PROTO-MARTYR: APPEAL TO CONSCIENCE. Acts 7:61-53.

We can see from the use made of the prophet Isaiah respecting the temple, what an advance was made by Stephen, beyond the Twelve even
as the spiritual precursor of the apostle Paul (dead in sins as he was then, and the avowed antagonist of Stephen). But how he speaks directly
to the conscience of the Jews, exasperated by his trenchant application of the O. T.

"Stiffneckcd and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers, ye too. Which of the prophets did not
your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand concerning the coming of the Righteous One; of whom ye now
became betrayers and murderers, being such as received the law at angels' ordinances (or, injunctions), and kept [it] not " (vers. 51-53).

Loving and devoted even to death that his Jewish brethren might judge their sins and receive the grace of God in Christ, he thus delivered the
most scathing summary of the people's sins from first to last. Yet he did not go beyond what all in whom God spoke, from Moses to Malachi,
had testified here and there in their pleadings with them for the glory of Jehovah. With all their self-complacency they were " stiff-necked " in
heart and ears. The outward sign in the flesh only made their total lack of its spiritual meaning more glaring. The flesh was strong instead of
being judged as evil.

It was themselves who were resisting the Holy Spirit, " ye " pre-eminently. Without doubt, as already proved from Holy Writ, their fathers had
so done: this ought to have been a warning to them. Alas! they also followed the same baneful course; and they did so " always." They had
no just sense of God's grace in calling out Abram. They were like their ancestors who opposed Joseph and Moses. They broke the law, before
it was deposited. They resembled the generation which had the tent of the testimony in the wilderness, but did homage to false gods. They
boasted of the temple of Solomon, but rebelled against the Most High who is far above all that the hand makes. They killed the prophets who
announced the Messiah; and in their own day they did worse than all before them by delivering up and murdering the Righteous One Himself.

It was no exceptional outbreak, but their habit. And so the Lord had told them in Matt. 12:31, 32. " Every sin and injurious speaking shall be

forgiven to men; but speaking injuriously of the Spirit shall not be forgiven to men. And whosoever shall have spoken a word against the Son
of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this age nor in that
which is to come." The evil and adulterous generation only waxed worse, after Christ's atoning work; so that when they spurned the gospel,

nothing but judgment could be their portion; partially when the Romans under Titus took away both their place and their nation; fully under

Antichrist, when the mass perish, and a believing remnant becomes a strong nation, the generation to come.

God's faithful grace had raised up true prophets in face of the many false, and those were persecuted by their fathers as faithless as
themselves. Could they mention one who escaped that lot? And if any were more than usually gifted and privileged to announce beforehand
the coming of the Righteous One, they were killed by their unrighteous ancestors who could not endure His coming to destroy them and their
idols, with the corruptions in their train. Their rebellion against Jehovah and His anointed had only very recently culminated in their becoming,
not those who say, Blessed be He that cometh in the name of Jehovah, but Crucify, Crucify Him, "of whom ye now became betrayers and
murderers." Yet He was the Holy One who, as He drew near and saw the city just before, wept over it, saying, " If thou hadst known in this
day, even thou, the things which belong to thy peace! but now they are shut out from thine eyes. For days shall come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall make a palisaded mound round about thee, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy
children in thee, and shall not leave in thee a stone upon a stone, because thou knewest not the season of thy visitation."

And what was their glorying in the law but a vain and empty boast? They received it no doubt with the most solemn inauguration at Sinai. He
shone forth from Paran, and He came from the holy myriads: from His right hand went forth a fiery law to them; or as Stephen said of their
characteristic position, ye "received the law at angels' ordinances, and kept it not." A law that is not kept must only condemn the guilty. What
blindness to brag of a law which they did not obey! But so it ever is, where man without faith in the Savior pretends to honor God.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Lilies of the Field
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From the birds of the sky in vers. 26, 27, the Lord turns to the lilies of the field in vers. 28-30: a lesson against anxiety, the former in eating
and drinking; the latter in raiment. Notoriously they comprise the two branches of ordinary living which so test the masses, not of mankind
only, but of disciples, to whom He addressed Himself throughout His teaching on the mount. His disciples ought not to forget or distrust their
heavenly Father by such doubts of His loving care over their daily wants.

" And why be anxious about a garment? Consider the lilies of the field how they grow: they toil not nor spin; but | say to you that not even
Solomon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. But if God so clothe the herbage of the field, that is to-day, and to-morrow is cast into an
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oven, [shall he] not much more [clothe] you, O little of faith? "

Here as He points, not to birds but to the flowers, He does not speak of sowing or reaping or storage, but of toiling and spinning: God cares
for the birds without the one, and for the lilies without the other. Were not His children far more to their heavenly Father than either? Not only
were they God's offspring as mankind universally are, but His children by grace through faith. It is not that sowing or reaping, toiling or
spinning, might not be a duty, if they had to provide for themselves and their household, and could earn their supplies by these labors more
readily than otherwise. Even in an unfallen world, Jehovah put Adam whom He had formed into the garden of Eden to till it and to guard it,
when there was none to hire for the needful work, and he himself might happily employ his own hands.

Sin brought in sad change, not only for man's soul and body, but for the very ground on which he trod, as scripture plainly tells us. It was no
longer easy and delightful work, but in toil or sorrow he must eat of it all the days of his life. And no wonder; since thorns also and thistles it
should yield to him, only to be overcome by the sweat of his face in order to eat bread. If self will kick against the goad, it only aggravates the
case; if the yoke (and it is not here grievous) be accepted, it is all the better for murmuring men. There is no deliverance from guilt and sin
but through faith in Christ, to whom the Holy Spirit bears witness, and by whom He gives power to the believer. But for children as yet
unconverted as well as adults in the same state, occupation is a merciful help, against the dangers of idleness and indulgence of lust and
passion. Even for the faithful it is good, as declining to work where the person is without means is bad: so much so, that the apostle curtly
lays it down, that if a man likes not to work, neither let him eat. This prescription, if duly administered, would in general prove a salutary
medicine, and without fail.

Such idlers, apt to be busy-bodies too, are comparatively rare; but not so those who trouble themselves about their clothes. What after being
born of God, and now having redemption as well as life everlasting, and the Holy Spirit to take up our every need and difficulty, not only the
Lord interceding for us, but the Father blessing who sent His only begotten Son to and for us when we had nothing but sins? And do souls so
favored distress themselves perhaps about clothes, and possibly fine clothes, beyond what becomes a Christian man, woman, or child?

What a rebuke from the herbage of the field, as our Lord interprets it Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these lilies which,
the more they are inspected and by the most powerful means, only the more eclipse the splendor of Israel's richest king. Yet that lavish
beauty of form and color was but a carpet spread for the feet of the poorest Israelite on one day, and on another was fuel for an oven. And
this end of its glory was far from being an offense to the Lord. He, who was above all jealous for His Father's honor in His work uses the
double fact to judge nature's anxiety about earthly things (were they as the lilies ever so beautiful to the eye, yet utterly evanescent too), to
banish doubts and distress and unworthy desires, and to establish the heart in confidence of His Father's present, perfect, and loving care.

It was not the least in His mind to occupy the disciples with the birds of the sky or the lilies of the field as objects of their care, though not a
few may abuse His allusions. Nor did He mean by His calling their attention to them, that they should treat cynically what evinces His interest
in all the works of God's hand and the creatures of His will. His aim is that the disciples, under His holy notice of the incomparable goodness
of God toward that which is so little in His eyes, should rise up to the Father above them all, and be assured of the considerate and constant
love He bears to His own. Are they not peculiar objects of His counsels before a world was founded, now of infinite grace in Himself who for
them died and rose, and at His crowning of glory, above not only the mightiest potentates of earth but also the highest principalities in the
heavens? Are we to share the anxiety of those who know not God? He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not also with Him freely give us all things? No one was such a sufferer as Christ here below; yet who ever heard a complaint? and who can
forget that, when rejected more and more where His mighty acts of goodness and His words of grace and truth still more wondrous were alike
despised, and even He had to say, Woe, woe, at that season our Lord Jesus answering said, " | thank thee, Father,"... and " even so, Father;
for so it seemed good in thy sight"? So the prophetic Psa. 16 attributes to Him the confession, " The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places;
yea | have a goodly heritage." And so the apostle, who had the fellowship of His sufferings, and knew afflictions, persecutions, and want of all
things beyond any other, is the very one who rises superior to all circumstances, and declares that God affords us all things richly for
enjoyment. May we follow, though alas! how distantly, in like faith!

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Birds of the Sky
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The Lord appeals to the disciples, in view of the creature subjected to man, against personal anxiety. It is humbling but wholesome for them
to draw lessons of dependence thence. And first, He points to the winged class, familiar everywhere to human eyes, as objects of divine care
and dependent on His beneficent provision. How much more are not His own in their incomparably higher and nearer relationship to Him and
how powerless too is their anxiety to effect relief!

" Look at the birds of the heavens, that they sow not, nor reap, nor gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye of
much more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his stature? " (vers. 26, 27.)

The birds are of a large class and of immense variety; so much so that the famous Cuvier had to confess his dissent from all the scientific
systems he had seen. Can any competent naturalist since deny that an adequately true arrangement still awaits its discoverer? He in his "
Régne Animal " proposed six orders with far more numerous genera; Temminck, sixteen orders; Latreille, seven, with 252 genera. Though
some few excellent observers as Willughby and Ray preceded and have followed since these distinguished French writers, there is no end as
yet to that controversy.

But our Lord drew His invaluable lessons, not from the recondite secrets, still less from the uncertainties of the science, but from the patent
and undeniable facts of God's creation and providence, which none but the perverse can cavil at even in this age when the whole creation
groans together, but not without hope that deliverance shall come from on high. All disciples can therefore understand and feel what He
meant, and they need. The birds neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your (not their) heavenly Father feeds them. They may share
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the consequences of a fallen world, as other animals, and man more than any, as being their head, a moral creature, and deeply to blame
directly and indirectly. Nevertheless without means and without the least carking care, our heavenly Father feeds the birds, as the plain and
beautiful and instructive rule.

Hence of old the Psalmist (104) celebrated Him that sent forth springs into the valleys, that run among the mountains, and not for man only,
or for every beast of the field, and the wildest of them, but for the birds that utter their voices among the branches where a dead silence
prevails, broken now and then by loud shrieks of anguish so different from their cheerful strains. The stately spreading cedars were planted
not for man's use only, not for taste or pride, but for the birds also to make their nests, unless the taller firs suit some better still. Nor are the
creatures of the sea great and wide overlooked. These all look unto Thee, that Thou mayest give them their food in its season: that Thou
givest they gather. Thou openest Thy hand: they are filled with good. Thou hidest Thy face: they are troubled. Thou takest away their breath:
they expire and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit: they are created; and Thou renewest the face of the earth.

But here the Lord guards His own from anxious thoughts in their daily life. Sparrows, as He taught later, are cheap enough; yet as not one of
them shall fall to the ground without our Father, so He preserves them and other birds great or small without foresight of their own.

If such creatures, the unclean as surely as the clean, are the habitual recipients of His beneficence, how much must His sons be?' It is an
argument from the comparatively mean and distant to those whom grace deigns to bring into the nearest relationship with Himself. And the
Lord's aim is to impress on His disciples, so favored, the obligation of confiding in the love of their Father without a doubt or a fear. Why
should they not, instead of yielding to the anxiety natural to such as either know not God at all like Gentiles, or own Him in an altogether
lower way like the Jews?

It seems almost needless to say that the words afford not the least ground for those who alleged a discrepancy with Prov. 6:6-8. For the latter
impresses the common duty of industry, and therefore reproves the sluggard from the text of the laborious ant. The former calls the believer
to cherish faith's reliance on the Father's care, without an anxious thought. The one is as true as the other; but the latter goes deeper and
rises higher because of the revelation of the Father's name to those who believe on the Son.

Then again a strange set of fanatics, both in rather early and in later days of Christendom, made abstinence from labor a counsel of
perfection. They claimed to be in a peculiar degree men of prayer, and were called Euchites by those who condemned them. Their boast was
neither to sow nor reap; but they could not escape the reproach that they liked the barn and to have it well filled. The germ of this selfishness
showed itself among the Thessalonian saints. But it did not fail to receive immediate discouragement and a heavy blow from the apostle, who
could appeal to his own work with his hands where it made for the Lord's glory. But he also ruled such a claim as unworthy of Him, and a
dishonor to such as were ensnared in cheat. " Now we enjoin you, brethren, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw from every
brother [not rising to superior spirituality but] walking disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us. For yourselves
know that ye ought to imitate us, because we were not disorderly among you, nor did we eat bread of any one for naught, but with labor and
toil working night and day, that we might not burden any of you. Not because we have not authority, but that we might give ourselves an
example to you, that ye should imitate us. For even when we were with you, this we enjoined you that, if any one will not work, neither let
him eat. For we hear of some walking among you disorderly, working not at all, but busy-bodies. Now such as those we enjoin and exhort in
the Lord Jesus Christ that working quietly they eat their own bread" (2 Thess. 3:6-12).

The question in ver. 27 exposes impressively the impotence of anxiety to add to our stature the familiar unit of measure. Yet many moderns
incline to length of life, instead of " stature." But this is hardly the place to discuss such a question. The general sense at all events is clear to
the simplest.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Birds of the Sky
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How beyond measure sad is the state which our Lord here describes! How solemn the contrast with the eye being single, and the whole body
full of light!

" But if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be dark. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!"

We perceive that the Lord, as throughout all His words on the Mount, is not here occupied in any way with redemption, but with the need of a
new nature and its proper internal effect on the one hand, or on the other with the moral evil, where one is not born of God. There is no
possible apprehension of God's mind or will; where there is only the natural man. Such a one does not receive the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are folly to him; and he cannot know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But the spiritual one discerns all things, and he is
discerned by no one. Mental capacity and learning avail nothing save to conceal the awful void from oneself or from others who are carnal.

The " eye " is the index of the nature, not outwardly alone but inwardly. " But if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be dark," This is
man's condition unless renewed by grace. In this all important respect the Jew, judged by the light in our Lord Jesus, was no better off than
the Gentile. They loved not the disciples whom they saw, still less the God whom they saw not. Had they really loved Him that begot, they
had also loved him that was begotten by Him. The Lord made this certain and manifest; for in Him was no sin, yet they reviled Him. Grace
and truth came through Him, yet they east Him out as an eater and wine-bibber, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners, instead of recognizing
the Son of man come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Hence said He to His disciples when nearing the end of His earthly course, " If the world hate you, ye know that it hath hated me before you.
If ye were of the world, the world would love its own; but because ye are not of the world, and | chose you out of the world, on this account
the world hath hated you. Remember the word that | said to you, A bondman is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will
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also persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep your's also. But they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because
they know not him that sent me. If | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. He
that hateth me, hateth my Father also. If | had not done among them the works which no other did, they had not had sin; but now they have
both seen and hated both me and my Father. But that the word written in their law might be glorified. They hated me without a cause "

(John 15:18-25).

What comment could be more direct and simple on the wicked eye, and the whole body dark It is the awful and unremoved evil of the natural
man; the mind of the flesh, which is not only death morally, but enmity against God, whose grace is unintelligible to it, no less than His
righteousness by virtue of Christ's atoning death to justify the ungodly, if he believe on Him. The natural man's faith, if faith it is to be called,
is to believe in himself, utterly blind to his iniquity and lawlessness and his total ruin before God.

The very fact that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not reckoning to them their offenses, adds, as the words of the Lord
Himself prove, immeasurably to man's guilt.

Who so pitiful to failure, who so ready to forgive sins, if they be felt and confessed to Him? But the demonstration of the world's irremediable
evil lies in the undeniable truth that, when God was in Christ reconciling it, it refused all reconciliation; when God rose above all offenses, it
scorned the boon, buffeted the one who proffered and pressed it on their acceptance, spit a His face and crucified Him.

It was no use to make overtures to man. Who could conceive any so great as God had made in Christ. Man was irretrievably ruined. If the Jew
boasted that he only was a light of those in darkness, could he deny that he was leader of the blind against the true light, and did his utmost
to extinguish what condemned himself no less than the despised Gentile? If therefore the light that was in Israel was thus proved to be
darkness, "how great the darkness "!

The only hope for lost man lay in the rejected and crucified Christ; and such was the unfailing grace of God, that His best came out when man
did his worst. For Him who knew no sin He made sin for us (who believe), that we might become God's righteousness in Him. It is solely a
question of the second man, the last Adam, who once for all—it was enough—suffered for sins, just for unjust, that He might bring us to God,
cleansed from every sin by the blood of Jesus Christ His Son. It is God that justifies the believer, as He made Christ sin for us, that we might
become His righteousness. What grace! what a salvation!

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Treasure and the Heart

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

The moral principle here laid down by our Lord calls for our deep and constant heed; and the more, because the flesh ever deceives, and
struggles against it, to indulge itself under fair disguise and for reasons seemingly strong and excellent. But we walk by faith, not by sight,
and only so rightly.

" For where thy treasure is, there thy heart will also be."

Where faith is not, a present object engages the heart, and becomes the treasure. It is self in one shape or another, whereby Satan is the
master, and not God: what then must be the end for eternity? The most prevalent is what our Lord calls " filthy lucre "; for money is the
readiest means of gain for gratifying carnal lusts. It may be the heart abandoned to the pleasures of sin for a season. Power again is the
ambition of some, as fame is of others. Also it may take a religious direction as readily and more dangerously than a literary one, or for
worldly honor. In such ways men perish, even where no grossness appears, but the nicest refinement.

Christ alone delivers and preserves from all such snares. He is given and sent by God to win the heart by His ineffable grace, adapting itself
to our guilt and misery and worthlessness through sin, to save the vilest from his evil, to reconcile unto God, to be life as well as
righteousness to him who had neither, to associate with heaven, and thus separate from the world not only in all that is evidently bad but in
all that claims to be good or its best, that we should no longer live to ourselves, but to Him who for our sakes died and rose again. And as this
is for the Father's glory, so is it by the Spirit's power who is here, sent forth now from heaven on and since Pentecost, to glorify Him who
never sought His own will but at all cost that of God.

Christ is therefore the true treasure, and in and by Him the riches of God's grace, yea and far beyond all question of need, to the praise of the
glory of His grace which will make us like Himself before Him, not only in nature but in relationship as far as this can be. But we have this
treasure meanwhile in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves. " Wherefore we
faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day. For our momentary light affliction worketh for
us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."

Hence our Lord urges our not laying up for ourselves treasures upon the earth where moth and rust spoil, and where thieves dig through and
steal; but to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust spoils, and where thieves do not dig through nor steal. " For
where thy treasure is, there thy heart also will be " | The heart follows necessarily the object of its affection; and Christ, the treasure of the
Christian, was not of the earth but comes from above, from heaven, and above all. " What He hath seen and heard, this He testifieth; and
none receiveth His testimony. He that received His testimony set to his seal that God is true. For He whom God sent speaketh the words of
God; for He giveth not the Spirit by measure. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things [to be] in His hand. He that believeth on the
Son hath life eternal, but he that obeyeth not (or, is not subject to) the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him "

(John 3:32-36).
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It is not only then what the treasure is, but where that the Lord presses on our heed. And this truth of the treasure in heaven derives great
accession and force from our Lord's ascending where He was before (John 6:62), no longer Son of God only as He came down, but Son of man
as He is now also in heavenly glory. For this is the proper and full way in which the Christian knows Him. Wherefore we henceforth know no
one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [Him] no longer. So if any one [be] in Christ, [it
is] a new creation.

To Christ glorified is the Christian united by the Spirit, now that he rests on redemption accomplished. He that is joined to the Lord is one
spirit. Only then and there could it be. Hence having died with Christ and being raised together with Him, we are exhorted to seek the things
that are above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God, to set our mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon
the earth. For we died, and our life is hid with Christ in God. And we wait that, when Christ our life shall be manifested, we too shall then be
manifested with Him in glory.

We may notice that in Luke 12 the connection of this truth expressed more broadly (" For where your treasure is, there your heart also will be
"), is not only with the warning of the precariousness of all save a treasure in the heavens, but with the Lord's coming as a proximate hope. "
Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps burning; and ye like men waiting for their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that
when he cometh and knocketh they may open to him immediately." It would be scarce possible to conceive words more clearly indicating the
call to be constantly looking out for Him.

Altogether the aim is unmistakable if we are walking in the Spirit. We are now " heavenly " in title (1 Cor. 15:48, 49), and we expect on the
surest authority to realize it even for our bodies at His coming. Let us see to it meanwhile to live, serve, walk, and worship, consistently with
our faith and our hope. Nothing short of this is the Christianity of the N.T. when the many things were known which the disciples could not
bear till they had redemption through His blood and the gift of the Spirit. When the Spirit was come from Him on high, He did not fail to guide
them into all the truth.

Reader, beware of being deceived. If you are not a disciple of Christ, if not born of the Spirit, the Lord's exhortations are inapplicable to you:
you are not yet one of His. Own your evil and guilty state before God. Own Him the only efficacious Savior, the Son of man come to seek and
to save the lost. Then indeed such words as His to the disciples will be precious and blessed by grace to your soul. But you must be born
anew, born of God, to receive and understand them. Beware of those who deify ordinances to Christ's disparagement, and their own vain
pride of a baseless office.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: A Forgiving Spirit
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The Lord was not content with this impressive call for practical grace in the prayer prescribed to His disciples: " Forgive us our debts, as we
also forgave our debtors." He immediately after follows it up with emphasis.

" For if ye forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you [yours]; but if ye forgive not men their offenses, neither will
your Father forgive your offenses."

There is such confusion in Christendom as to the forgiveness of sins that the true force of the Lord's solemn words is lost for the most part.
The vast majority have so hazy a view of eternal redemption that they fear to believe in the full and abiding efficacy of Christ's work. The glad
news, or the gospel, of God is thus for them shorn of its power. They are no better off than a Jew who brought his offering, confessed his sin,
and went away with the comfort that it was forgiven. As he had to offer often, so the ill-taught Christian talks of his need to be resprinkled
again and again with that blood, though expressly said to be shed once for all.

What blindness, if we adduce nothing else, to the testimony of Heb. 10:1 The perfect sacrifice has caused the imperfect to cease. The
worshippers once purged have no more conscience of sins; in plain contrast with the Levitical sacrifices, wherein is made year by year
remembrance, as the Christian is entitled to remission of sins. Christ came to take away the temporary, and to establish the everlasting.
Therefore, when He offered one sacrifice for sins, He forever [in continuity] sat down on God's right hand. He had done all perfectly to blot out
the guilt of His friends (once His foes); and took His seat as its triumphant proof, from henceforth waiting till His enemies who reject Him and
His work be set as footstool of His feet. Then He will come forth and tread them down in their open rebellion at the consummation of the age.
But to the Christian the Holy Spirit testifies that their sins and their lawlessnesses God remembers no more. Now where remission of these is,
there is no longer an offering for sin: everything of the kind is superseded and more than fulfilled in that of Christ.

But here faith fails, because God's word is not received in its own divine and conclusive authority; and thus are souls defrauded of peace and
joy in believing; and entire devotedness to God is curtailed, bought as we are with a price so incalculable. This unbelief is helped on by
confounding things that differ, like our text with that complete redemption which rests solely on Christ's cross. Still more when such blessed
institutions of Christianity as baptism and the Lord's supper were made saving ordinances, not figuratively but intrinsically; and a clerical
class was made necessary and of divine right to apply them with due effect to the laity: a figment which outdid the highest claims of Jewish
priesthood, and in principle denies the gospel.

But while the Lord does not, here or in any part of His teaching on the Mount, refer to that redemption which He was to accomplish, He has a
weighty lesson to enforce on His disciples in cultivating a spirit of grace. If the Jew in general could not rise above the law in its distance from
God, the fear which made the very mediator full of trembling, and the readiness to denounce and curse which it engendered, grace is the
atmosphere in which the Christian lives and flourishes. No doubt it is through righteousness; but withal it is grace reigning.
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What was it that drew to the Lord Jesus even from John the Baptist? What was it that in spite of a legal environment at length blossomed and
bore fruit so sweet in Peter and John and James and a noble army of martyrs and confessors? What was it that melted Paul's heart of steel
and made him the most ardent and suffering witness to the world of Jesus Christ and Him crucified? What else could begin with the proudest,
most self-satisfied, stiffnecked, and rebellious race, and transform them into the poor in spirit, the mourning, the meek, the hungering and
thirsting after righteousness, yea the merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-makers, persecuted for righteousness' sake, and even for His
sake, for whom the nation and its high priest judged crucifixion only His due, and so fulfilled the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets?

As it was the grace and truth which gave the disciples life, and would give it abundantly in the power of Christ's resurrection, so would follow
that full and abiding remission which only His blood secures, and this uninterruptedly. But sin indulged does interrupt communion with our
God and Father, and needs the advocacy of Christ to cleanse the feet thus defiled, by the washing of water by word. His blood retains intact
its atoning virtue; but the word is applied by the Spirit in answer to Christ on high, and he that sinned repents in dust and ashes. For this is He
that came through water and blood. We need and have both, and cannot do without the water from first to last, as we have had the blood
once for all. Whoever ignores, or (still worse) denies, the twofold provision of grace, undermines redemption and muddles the truth of God.

Now the Lord specifies an unforgiving spirit as intolerable to our Father in His daily government of His sons. And no wonder. It is to go back
from grace to law, from Christ to wretched self. Hence, as in the prayer, He urges grace toward those who may offend us ever so painfully,
and love which He commends to our loyal and tender warning of its lack practically as hateful in His eyes. " For if ye forgive men their
offenses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your offenses."

O you who keep up your resentment, and brood over the offenses (often exaggerated if not imaginary) of others, beware. You, a Christian, if
so, are in utter default of this characteristic duty, as unlike Christ as you can be. Need one say that you are as unhappy as you are hard? Is it
nothing to your high spirit, degrading as this is to a Christian, that " your heavenly Father will not forgive you your offenses " Trifle not with so
bad and proud a state, and no longer grieve the Holy Spirit of God who sealed you. Let not the sun set upon your wrath, nor give room for the
devil.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Fasting
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It remains for us to weigh our Lord's words on fasting, as the third part of His teaching on " righteousness " (not " alms ") in the first verse of
the chapter. Prayer holds the intermediate place between alms and fasting, the pious and holy basis to guard the other two, binding them up
with faith against formality.

" And when ye fast, be not gloomy-faced as the hypocrites; for they disguise their faces, so that they may appear to men fasting. Verily, | say
to you, They have their reward. But thou while fasting anoint thy head, and wash thy face, so that thou mayest not appear to men fasting,
but to thy Father that [is] in secret; and thy Father that seeth in secret will recompense thee."

The Lord does not so much enjoin fasting as bring it like prayer under the Christian principle of having to do with our Father in secret. It falls
under the individual life of faith. Yet He undoubtedly sanctions and approves of it when so practiced; and this independently of the more open
and united aim, such as we find in Acts 13:2, 3; 14:23. He also intimates its value for spiritual power. Pious men have ever felt and must feel
its appropriateness in chastening the soul before God, where public or private need called for humiliation. But even in Mark 9:29 it is well to
note that the two most ancient copies ignore " and fasting," as they with other authorities also the entire verse 21 of Matt. 17, nor is there a
word corresponding in Luke 9 The apostle however who more than others was given to stand for liberty in Christ speaks (in 2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27)
simply and piously of " fastings " and " fastings often " in his service, to the rebuke of that levity which the Corinthian assembly betrayed, and
which characterizes modern Christianity, save where superstition and self-righteousness give it an artificial moment in very different eyes.

In Matt. 9:14, etc. the Lord shows its true place and time in answer to the disciples of John saying, " Why do we and the Pharisees often fast,
but Thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said to them, Can the sons of the bride-chamber mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them; but days
shall come when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then will they fast." Neither those who were only disciples of John had
any real appreciation of the Bridegroom's presence, nor still less the Pharisees filled with forms and self-righteousness. It was joy to the
believing disciples of Jesus. Feeble as they were, they had left their all for Him, and they tasted a divine bliss in Him wholly unknown to the
others, who were wholly unprepared for the awful purport to them and the Jews of His being taken away, little as the true disciples as yet
comprehended that solemn approaching fact with its immense consequence. The joy of Messiah's presence made fasting altogether
inappropriate. Those who tasted none of it were blind to Him whom God's grace had given and sent. Greater still would be their darkness,
when the Bridegroom should be taken away. Then would those that believed and loved Him fast, both spiritually and literally.

It might not be like Jews accompanied by rending of garments or with sackcloth and ashes, but deeper communion with God's mind than
could be known before the Holy Spirit came to make it good. And fasting among Christians is all the more striking because of the peace, joy,
and boundless delight they have in the love of Christ, and fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. Still if loyal to Christ we
cannot but have the constant sense of His rejection, and of the judgment ever impending and certain to fall on the guilty world, and all the
more because it pays Him the hollowest of lip homage. Yes, days are come when the Bridegroom thus ignominiously taken away is still
absent, and fasting lends itself to mourners, whatever their even enhanced joy in being united to Him as members of His body, a privilege
never dreamed of before, and the joy of grace in the revelation and active working of a Savior God to lost sinners, Gentile no less than Jew.

But Christendom perverted fasting, through vain philosophy, into a reflection on the creative glory of God. And abstinence from meats, which
He created for thanksgiving, was early turned into human merit, and the lie of inherent evil in matter. Grace and truth through Jesus Christ
were thus denied; and days of fasting were imposed, as ecclesiastical history records, first by custom, and afterward by legal sanction. In the
second century, if not in the first, the fatal error also drawn from philosophy was in full swing not for their life and complete cleansing by His
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blood, but of a twofold rule, the one for the despised flock of God, the other for the spiritual superior; the one the Precepts for all sorts, the
other the Counsels of Perfection for those who aspired to a higher life, which issued in asceticism and grew into monasticism. Who can
wonder that God poured contempt on these unbelieving efforts to improve the first man, by letting the flesh with all this inflation break out
into the grossest immorality on one side, and legendary falsehood against God on the other? But this too was just what was found with older
Platonists and Pythagoreans, who taught that it was not only lawful but commendable to deceive and lie, for the sake of truth and piety.
Hence, even in those early days the large harvest of forgeries which are coming to light in our days, the witness of the rapid departure from
the Christianity taught by the inspired apostles, long before the papal system systematized it and enforced it on pain of death.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Vain Repetitions in Prayer
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Having laid on the individual secrecy in prayer to the Father, the Lord widens here His injunction, and warns His disciples against a habit
unworthy of Him, and of them too in so blessed a relationship, though it had to be still more deepened and elevated on His resurrection day,
and in view of His ascension to heaven. It might be, as it was, a natural feeling which thus wrought even in heathen. The Lord looks for and
inculcates what is supernatural.

" But when praying use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles; for they think that they shall be heard by their much speaking. Be not therefore
likened to them; for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye beg of him." It is not a warning against a hypocritical spirit.
Of this He spoke first, as they were Jews, a people responsible to observe God's law, but faithless for the most part, and the orthodox among
them prone to high pretensions, moral as well as ceremonial, with a heart far from Him. Therefore He inculcated the value and duty of prayer
to the Father in secret, as the contrast with the hollowness of prayer to be seen of men.

Notwithstanding His words, the evil grew till in the fifth century it reached its height of folly in Simeon a Syrian who at the last erected a pillar
on which he might stand, elevated at first six cubits and at last forty. On the top was a space three feet in diameter, surrounded with a
balustrade, and here he stood day and night in all weathers. During the night and till 9 a.m. he was supposed to be constantly in prayer, after
stretching out his hands, and bowing so low as to touch his toes with his forehead. Someone who attempted to reckon these prostrations
counted up no less than 1244. At nine he began to address the superstitious crowd below; for, strange to say, this religious mountebank not
only heard and answered to such as were present, and wrote to the absent, but took on him the care of the churches and corresponded with
the highest dignities in both church and state. As evening approached, he dropped these activities and resumed his repeated prayers as
before. It is recorded that he partook of food but once a week, and never slept, thus spending with a coat and cap of sheepskin some seven
and thirty years, and dying in the attitude of prayer in his sixty-ninth year. His scholar and chronicler Antony tells us that he went up after
three days and that his dead body gave forth a sweet odor. So naturally allied is deceit to these quasi-spiritual shows.

But here our Lord reprehends a far more prevalent snare. " When praying use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles." The words occur no
where else in the New Testament, nor did the Seventy employ them in the Greek version of the O.T. Nor is par. found in any writing
independently of ver. 7 till 500 years after Christ. There is therefore divergence of views as to its precise meaning. This is not the occasion for
such a discussion; and though it has been sought to derive what is peculiar from the Hebrew for " unadvisedly " or " rashly babbling," the
context tends to support the Authorized Version.

It is quite unworthy of the Father, and even of His children thus to trifle in prayer. There are no doubt occasions for long persistence, as well
as earnest repetition, in prayer. Our Lord Himself is the example of thus spending the night through, and of praying over and over again the
same words. Neither of these special supplications could be reprehended in others where they are seasonable and requisite. But there is
scarce any habit more common, even among believers, than lengthy utterances which are not prayers at all. For they express the individual's
views sometimes of the discourse preceding, his own or some other's, sometimes of all he can muster of the varied circumstances of the
church, or at least his own party, and of all the world outside. Occasionally if not often the one in the attitude and form of prayer forgets that
he is speaking to his Father, and slips unwittingly into what sounds like teaching Him the doctrines which delight himself.

These things ought surely not to be. What reverence becomes one by grace entitled to say, Abba, Father | What deep sense of His majesty
and holiness who has shown infinite mercy to such as deserved everlasting judgment! How often do we not fail, however favored we may be,
in judging self and grieving the Holy Spirit! The royal preacher could say of old, " Be not rash with thy mouth, and set not thy heart to utter
anything before God; for God is in the heavens, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through a multitude
of business, and a fool's voice through a multitude of words." How much deeper should be our humility whom, notwithstanding a far fuller
sense of our evil and of His grace, He calls His children 1 How sad the inconsistency, if kept from Pharisaic hypocrisy, to drop into the
inconsiderate foolish verbiage of Gentiles!

We are brought to God at an infinite cost. We are taught our utter vileness as well as our shameful sins. When we draw near to pray, ought
we not to have the hallowing solemnizing effect in weighing our words, whatever the love that invites us into His presence? Then we may be
without anxiety as to anything, but in everything make our requests known to Him by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. He loves
that we should confide in dependence on Him. Let us never forget that " our Father knoweth what things we have need of, before we beg of
Him." To think that we shall gain a hearing by our much speaking is a dishonor to Him and even to us.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Prayer
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It is the same principle with prayer as with alms. The disciple of Christ has nothing in common with the hypocrites, whatever they say or do,
or do not. The Son has made known the Father's name to us, and made it known still more intimately and deeply, in association with Himself,
on and since He rose from the dead. It was not only the wondrous message through Mary of Magdala, " | ascend unto my Father and your
Father, and my God and your God; " but that resurrection day at evening the Lord came and stood in the midst, and said to the disciples,
Peace to you, showing them His hands and His side. Again He said " Peace to you: as the Father sent me forth, | also send you," and having
said this He says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit; whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whosesoever sins ye retain, they
are retained.

Such is the added Christian privilege, even before the Pentecostal gift was conferred, and the special gift the apostles had as such, like
prophets, teachers, &c. in their place. O what responsibility, not only to rejoice but to pray unceasingly, flows from such a relationship! and
how apt are we to relax or forger! But if we are thus blessed and have in our measure and way such a mission, we have no place to covet; for
we have Christ's. And we as His epistles know that we are called to walk in the faith of His grace that we may not shame Him before men.
Having received His word, it is our constant call to pray, that, living in the Spirit, we may walk in the Spirit. And the Lord, alone perfect here
and everywhere, impresses His principles on His own followers. He is their life in order that there might be an inward living relationship.

" But when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites; for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that
they may appear to men. Verily | say to you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut
thy door pray to thy Father that is in secret, and thy Father that seeth in secret will recompense thee."

This secrecy is still easier, and no less essential in prayer, the most constant of all relative duties. Many saints find a great incentive with
others in supplication; and this has its suited and weighty place, as the Lord elsewhere urges. But here as the habitual privilege and claim of
relationship to our Father, how careful He is in bidding saints like us to " enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door pray to thy Father
that is in secret, and thy Father that seeth in secret will requite thee." How delightfully simple, yet how deep and wise! It is just between the
soul and God, and now His Father and our Father, as Christ knew Him and declared Him to us. Solemn and holy it is to meet our Father alone
and expressly, as to everything of need, sorrow, or joy.

What a contrast with the arrangements that have prevailed in Christendom, which press formal prayers in a public building once, twice, or
oftener in the day! When the Lord enjoined the united petitions as giving ground for an answer from above, it was a specific need as the
context in Matt. 18 makes plain. But nothing superseded the normal habit of individual secrecy in prayer to our Father. And it will be the
comforting resource of the godly remnant in days to come, as we may trust, when things arrive at such a pass that joint public prayer is
impracticable. But now, when the world's feeling is too indifferent to punish or hinder open prayer, can anything give more weight when we
come together in assembly than the cherishing of individual prayer in the shut chamber to our Father that sees in secret, as He will surely
requite?

Now what can you say to this, dear friend as yet not born of God, but only God's offspring like the heathen Athenians or men of the world
generally? Will you not own frankly that it sounds the most irksome bondage to you, and that you in no way pretend thus to live to God? Till
you are sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus, knowing your sins blotted out by His blood, and yourselves brought nigh to God, you cannot
freely cry, Abba Father. For mere profession, however requisite in the renewed soul, is offensive to God in those dead in sins, as we all were
till we found life in Christ by faith. Then such prayer as this suits both our need and our blessing. For, though redeemed in soul, we as to our
bodies await redemption at His coming, and meanwhile have to do with an evil world and a subtle foe on the watch to ensnare and defile us.
Therefore do we need so to pray without ceasing.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Alms

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

The Lord takes for granted that His disciples would walk righteously before God in alms, prayer, and fasting. He is not satisfied with bidding
such give to him that asks, as in the preceding chapter (42), and from him that would borrow not to turn away. It is by the grace of Christ in
contrast with legal narrowness. Here we have the single motive of pleasing our Father that is in the heavens. Thus would their light shine in
Christ as believed and confessed by them, not their righteousness be done before men to be seen of them, which is the object expressly
forbidden. As in alms we have the needy and distressed of mankind directly brought before us, we have this followed up by prayer to our
Father in the closet, fasting subjoined to set aside self-indulgence for the body and leave room for humiliation before Him: thus dealing with
man, apostles, self and God, in ways suited to the Father revealed by the Son.

" When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they
may be glorified by men. Verily | say to you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth; so that thine alms may be secret, and thy Father that seeth in secret will repay thee."

It is not the habit of giving or lending in liberality of heart, unstintedly and unselfishly, but that merciful consideration of the wretched and
suffering, which becomes those who serve God in a fallen world (James 1:27). Each duty has its place. Both adorn the teaching that is of our
Savior God, as we are called to do in all things. Prudence may question, common sense hesitate; but faith acts on His word, and without faith
it is impossible to please Him. It is no question of doing another's will, but of Christ's will.

In all cases the snare is ostentatious, doing our righteousness before men to be seen of them. Otherwise, says our Lord, ye have no reward of
your Father that is in the heavens. He lays the utmost stress on the manner and the motive with which the act is done. Display in the doing of
alms He compares to sounding a trumpet before the doer, and denounces it as what the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
within and without where people meet and pass. Can anything be conceived baser than a son of God playing a part to win the notice and
approbation of men? How solemnly He adds, Verily | say to you, They have got their reward!
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How elevating it is for the soul, in having to do with the relief of distress among men, to act in secret, and in the sight of the Father that seeth
in secret as the One to repay! It is not enough to exclude other men. To bring Him in and in secret is essential to the purity of the case. It is
He who is above all, and through all, and in us all; and the least of His gifts to us is what enables us to help the suffering and the needy. To
leave Him out is the essence of unbelief. To bring Him in is what we as His children owe Him in love and honor, the witness of our
dependence, of our gratitude, and of our loyal service.

We have only to look at the ways of men in Christendom, in order to learn where neglect of the Savior's teaching leads His disciples, and the
influence of self, not only on the world but on the godly swayed by the spirit of the age. What notoriety! What emulation! What boasting or
pride, and even ambition! What a contrast with Him who being rich for our sake became poor, that we by His poverty might be enriched And
how striking that not in rich Corinth but in the poor churches of Macedonia, scripture tells us of the grace of God bestowed in this way; how in
a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded to the riches of their free-hearted liberality It was not
even according as the apostle hoped, but beyond; and the secret of it was, that they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to us by God's
will. Thus is genuineness of love proved.

But there is another invaluable word of the Lord as to this which calls for our heed. " But thou when thou dost alms, let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth; so that thine alms may be in secret, and thy Father that seeth in secret will repay thee." It is not only from others

but from ourselves 'that such doings should be hidden. Self is a subtler evil than men. The action of grace is defiled and becomes a poison to

me and a dishonor to God when | think of it with complacency. If rightly done, it was passed to our Father for His remembrance, not ours.

Here lay Job's failure, which no inflictions of Satan, nor unsympathy, nor yet suspicion, of friends even touched. He was a most gracious man,
but he thought of it, and not of God only who wrought in Him. To this he must be and was brought: to boast only in God, judge himself, and
submit with all his heart. Part of the lesson was that his left hand should not know what his right hand did. This on the contrary, up to the end
of his appeal (Job 31), he knew only too well. But all was changed when, instead of looking at fruits of grace in himself, he saw God in very
faithfulness withering up all self-satisfaction. " | had heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee: wherefore | abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes " (Job 42:6).

Thus we hear that even in alms the Father in secret must be the motive in order to make it acceptable to Him. The Lord insists on inward
truth. O my fellow-sinner, how can this be while you are dead in trespasses and sins? "Ye must be born anew;" and life, this new life, is in
Christ only. But He is the object of faith set for this purpose by God. "He that believeth hath life eternal;" and as Christ is the source, so is He
the strength of that life. " | live; no longer |, but Christ liveth in me."

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Kingdom of God

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

The kingdom of the heavens is an expression derived apparently from Dan. 4:26. Its inauguration also is foreshewn in Dan. 7:13, 14; in 22 not
only the Heir of all but the heavenly joint-heirs, and in 27 the " people " under the whole heaven to whom the chief dominion is given. Such
will be the manifested kingdom when the Son of man comes with power and glory; and there will be earthly things and heavenly (John 3:12).
But He came first as the great moral test in humiliation; and His rejection and cross brought out higher than earth through redemption
therein accomplished. This too, refused by the unbelieving people, left the door open for the mystery of that kingdom and its mysteries while
the rejected King is on high, and the gospel of indiscriminate grace, till the church is complete. Then all Israel shall be saved on their
repentance, and the blessing of all the nations as such shall fully come.

Plainly, " the kingdom of the heavens " is a dispensational phrase peculiar to the first Gospel, as in contrast with the incredulity of the Jews
who looked only for an earthly one. Mark and Luke use " the kingdom of God " for it, and in a general sense; John exclusively for what is real.
But Matthew, for that very reason, when he does say " the kingdom of God," does not mean the dispensational view, either in future
manifestation or in present mystery, but the power of God ruling in Christ when here, or now in the Spirit's action morally in those that are
His. Hence the same term which is so comprehensive elsewhere has here this force all the more marked because of Matthew's general
employment of the dispensational phrase.

Here occurs the first instance; the others are 12:28, 19:24, 21:31, 43, of which this is not the place to speak more particularly.

" But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Be not careful (or, anxious) for the
morrow for the morrow will be careful about itself: sufficient for the day is the evil thereof."

Throughout the discourses on the Mount the Lord is not preaching the glad tidings to the lost but instructing His disciples who already
believed. Earthly care is a great bane and unworthy of faith. " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness." Where could they find
that kingdom and righteousness most truly, plainly, and fully set out before their souls? Surely nowhere as in Himself. It was even more
wondrously by God's Spirit in His moral power than by His casting out demons. " Lo, | am come to do thy will, O God," was far beyond all the
miracles together that ever had been wrought. Who but He was the "man that lived by every word of God " unswervingly?

Nor is it too much to ask of such as were born of God. Indeed the principle was always true. Jehovah's people were to be holy because He is
holy. And this applies all the more strongly now that we have the relationship of sons, with redemption through Christ's blood, and the gift of
the Spirit. For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking; nor yet abstinence from flesh or wine; but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit.

Making God's kingdom and righteousness our first concern, we are entitled to expect that all the things needful and good will be added to us.
For our God and Father never overlooks our wants. If faithful in the greatest and deepest things, He loves that we should confide in Him as to
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our least things. Do we believe the Lord, that " all these things [about which unbelief worries] shall be added unto us?" Let us not forget the
condition: " seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness." What can be more due to God, or more comely for us as His sons? The
Lord's yoke is easy, and His burden is light.

It is unbelief, accompanied by loving the world or the things in the world, which produces anxiety, darkness, and doubt, as in the Gentiles
who knew not God. If we know Him, and the blessedness of His kingdom, and the perfection of His righteousness, why be careful for the
morrow? For the morrow, says the Lord, shall be careful for itself. Has He failed us to-day, or in the past? What evil has He ever done us, what
good thing withheld from us? Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. Even if the hardest trials come, do we not know that all things work
together for good to those that love God, to those called according to purpose?

Do you, my reader, say that you love Him not, but dread Him because of your sins? Then why do you not flee for refuge to Him that stretches
out to you His strong and gracious arms? Come unto Me, He cries, all ye that labor and are burdened, and | will give you rest. " Him that
cometh to Me | will in no wise cast out." He is full of grace and truth. Is not this the only Savior for a sinner? What does " grace " mean but
unmerited favor? You are justly condemned if you refuse to come at God's word.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Be Not Anxious

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

As the Lord charges His own to lay up for themselves treasures, not on earth, but in heaven, so does He forbid anxiety about their life here
below, as His servant did about anything. He lifts our eyes above the seen present to the things unseen and eternal, whence He came and
whither He was going, as He is coming to take us shortly. Here He deals with the believer's heart, and the snare of seeking to serve God and
mammon which He pronounces morally impossible.

"For this reason | say to you, Be not anxious for your life what ye should eat and what ye should drink, nor yet for your body what ye should
put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the body more than the raiment? Look at the birds of the heavens, that they sow not, nor reap,
nor gather into barns, and your heavenly Father nourisheth them. Are ye not more excellent than they? And which of you by anxiety can add
to his stature one cubit? And why are ye anxious about raiment? Consider the lilies of the field how they grow: they toil not, nor yet spin; yet |
say to you, that not even Solomon in all his glory put on like one of these. But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field, being to-day and
tomorrow cast into the oven, how much more you, O ye of little faith? Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or what shall we
drink? or what shall we put on? For all these things the Gentiles seek after; for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things " (vi. 25-32).

Anxiety as to the things which the present life needs is natural. All these things the nations of the earth seek after. In God they have no faith,
as the Jews professed loudly, but in works denied. But the disciples had the heavenly Father's name now set before them as the One who is
perfect in grace, making His sun shine on evil and good, and sending rain on just and unjust. How true this is | Yet who had affirmed it as a
living principle but the Lord on earth, who also set it forth as a model for His own practically, that they might be sons indeed: an astonishing
doctrine, especially for those, as they were, trained up in the legal ideas of the Jews. So their righteousness was to be, whether alms, prayer,
and fasting, not before men but to their Father that sees in secret.

The name of their Father made anxiety about earthly and bodily wants a painful incongruity, and in particular about what kind the supply
should be. From Himself the birds read them one lesson, and the lilies another. He nourishes each fleeting creature, He gives the passing
flower its beauty. How much more did He care for His children 2 It was a touching appeal and carrying with it to every believer the conviction
of irresistible truth. They were, they are, called to believe in His sustaining goodness. He never fails in His love: they ought not to fail in
resting and counting on it day by day. If tried as to it, let them not doubt that it is for their good. It is impossible for God to lie. Are they to
doubt His love Whom the Lord reveals as their Father? He who embraces the least objects of His care will act worthily of His love to the
nearest.

Nor does the Lord spare them the humbling proof how little the anxiety of man avails. " Which of you by anxiety can add to his stature one
cubit? " It was a very small thing if some would count it a very great addition. Yet even for this how powerless is man! Why then be anxious
about a garment? The herbage of the field rebukes the vanity of a child of God; for as the Lord called their attention to the lilies, he pointed
the moral by the plain fact that God clothed even these transient creatures, lower in the scale than the birds, with a beauty far beyond
Solomon's array in all his glory.

Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or what shall we put on? Here the Lord urges two considerations
which we do well to heed. One is to guard us against sharing the unbelief of those who do not even know God, How compromising to share
the thoughts and feelings of the Gentiles 1 " For all these things the nations seek after." The other is to assure the doubting heart. " For your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things." Not one sparrow falls to the ground without Him: but of you even the hairs of
the head are all numbered " (Matt. 10:29, 30).

Now are you, who read these words, a child of God by grace? Believe not such as say that all mankind are so. They deny the fall; they ignore
sin; they oppose the solemn testimony of scripture, that, however favored by privileges, we are by nature children of wrath, even as others
(Eph. 2:3). Believe not others who say that baptism quickens those dead in trespasses and sins. Christ quickens by faith of His word and the
working of the Spirit. He is the Life, as He is the Way and the Truth. You have His words, not merely to instruct His own, but to show how the
dead may live, yea have eternal life; for this it is He gives to those who believe. " Verily, verily, | say to you, He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life " (John 6:47). Why wonder? Is He not the Son, the | am? " He that believeth on the Son hath life eternal (or, everlasting): and
he that is unsubject to the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him " (John 3:36). O sinner, beware lest this be your portion,
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Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Lamp of the Body Is the Eye

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

That Christ is the Light, and the True Light, is a truth dear to every Christian. He coming into the world manifests every man. Rich or poor,
simple or sage, false or faithful, not one escapes His all-searching light. Nor is there the least circumstance in the course of every day, any
more than in what pertains to God, and truth, and morals, not for this life only but for eternity, that He does not set in the light of God. Only
through Him do we see fully what God is, Satan, mail, the sinner, the saint, heaven, hell, everything.

The disciples, as the Lord told them in Matt. 5:14, are the light of the world, as they are also the salt of the earth (13). They could be neither
apart from Christ. It is He who thus assimilates them to Himself; the latter in His character of righteousness, the former in the quality of His
grace, as already explained in Series xi. 4. In receiving Him by faith they receive a new nature, being born of God; hence there is both
righteousness and love in their ways.

But here there is a further though connected truth of great value.

" The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light; but if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will
be dark. If therefore the light that is in thee is darkness, how great the darkness "

It is a question not of the light, which is perfect but of " the eye." Spiritual condition has an immense deal to do with the disciples seeing
aright. Our recipiency and discernment, our actual judgment and our practice, depend on the state of our affections. The Lord presents the
ready and effectual test. " If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light; but if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be
dark."

Christ truly the object before one gives singleness of eye; and where He is simply and exclusively the " one thing " before the soul, the whole
body is light. Difficulties vanish. The will of God becomes quite clear. | am surprised and ashamed to have had doubts here and uncertainty
there. | recognize to my humiliation that | had been asleep in my ways and had to rise up from among the dead, and then only have Christ
shining upon me. -

Prayer alone does not ensure singleness of eye, nor yet suffices searching the word accompanied by prayer. There may be a fleshly film that
dims the eye. We are too apt to think ourselves of importance for God when it is all of grace that He uses us in this way or that. We fail to
appreciate our Lord's waiting on His Father, without taking a single step till He gets the word. Yet it is to His obedience that we are sanctified
by the Spirit.

We are not like Jews with every point great or small religiously and in ordinary life, in peace or in war, personal, domestic, or social, all ruled
by the statutes and ordinances, prohibitions and injunctions of law. Christ brought in the fuller and deeper obedience of a Son, and makes it
by grace the believer's by the gift of life eternal and eternal redemption, with the Holy Spirit indwelling as power and personally also in us.
But though thus blessed, there are still the three great enemies, the flesh, the world, and the devil, in the face of which we are responsible to
please God as His children. We need therefore to pray, as the apostle did for the Colossians, to be filled with the right knowledge of His will, in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by
the right knowledge of God (Col. 1:9, 10).

For this we need the eye single and the whole body light. How is this to be? The Lord tells us in John 15:7: " If ye abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done to you." Habitual dependence on Him with confidence in His love is to abide in
Him: without this all else is vain. But where we abide by grace, His words are needed to direct: for who is sufficient otherwise? and His Spirit
is given to guide us thus. Only thus are we sure that we have His mind; for thus the eye is single and the whole body light. Then when we ask,
we have our petition. 0 that so it may be and that we may be content with nothing less!

What is the issue, where other objects are allowed? The alternative is, " If thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be dark." How solemn the
sentence, and how true 1" If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!" O look to God that it be not so with you,
a disciple of the Lord |

See too the impossibility of the Light yours, of the eye single, save by genuine repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus. Doubt
yourself, not God; and receive Him who in His grace came to receive you by faith, if you have not already done so.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Thy Father in Secret

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

Here is a Christian principle, which our Lord puts in contrast with acting so as to be seen. What so suited to exercise and strengthen faith day
by day, or to guard from that hypocrisy to which man is prone?

He first lays down the general principle, it would seem, in verse 1, and then applies it to alms in 2-4; to prayer in 5-15; and lastly to fasting in
16-18. Some ancients and moderns have been disposed to regard " righteousness " in verse 1, as equivalent to " alms," as Rabbis and others
were prone to do. But the better text and sense point to retaining the inclusive term " righteousness " in verse 1, under which fall the three
duties that follow. For if 'applied there to " alms," it is hard to conceive why the proper term for " alms" should be given in 2, 3, and 4. The
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different word in verse 1 points to the more comprehensive sense of " righteousness" or consistency in practice with our relationship. This is
then shown to embrace three varied forms in which the disciple is called to do the Father's will in the pious course of life here below.
Dan. 4:27 distinguishes mercy to the poor from righteousness; and | am not aware of any confusion of the two in scripture.

Verse 1 calls the disciple to righteousness surpassing that of the scribes and Pharisees, without which none can enter into the Kingdom of the
heavens. " Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men to be seen of them; otherwise ye have no reward with your Father that is
in the heavens." Here is the large principle for Christian practice. Knowing Him as Christ has revealed Him to us, all acceptable service refers
to Him. He is a living and true God whom we serve, and He refuses to share His glory with others. We walk by faith, not by sight. Can
anything be more opposite to the ways of Christendom?

1. " When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may be glorified by men: Verily | say to you, They do get their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right
doeth, that thine alms may be in secret, and thy Father that seeth in secret will repay to thee " (2-4). If men walk in a vain show religiously
quite as much as in the world, the Lord calls His own to shun publicity, and not merely this, but in His vigorous figure, that our own left hand
may not know what the right does. The simple and essential aim is to do what we do to Him and His glory.

2. So it is with the prayer here enjoined. " And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites; for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they should appear to men. Verily | say to you,

They do get their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father that is in secret,
and thy Father that seeth in secret will repay to thee. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions as those of the nations; for they think they
shall be heard through their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like them; for your Father knoweth of what things ye have need before ye
beg of him.... For if ye forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you [yours]; but if ye forgive not men their offenses,
neither will your Father forgive your offenses " (5-15).

Here the same show before men in prayer is reprehended; nor this only, but the heathen folly of vain repetitions, and of much speaking.
Lastly the Lord warns that an unforgiving spirit cannot hope to have its own offenses forgiven.

3. "And when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, downcast in countenance; for they disfigure their faces that they may appear fasting to men.
Verily | say to you, They do get their reward. But thou, when fasting, anoint thy head and wash thy face, that thou mayest not appear fasting
to men, but to thy Father that is in secret; and <thy Father that seeth in secret shalt repay thee " (16-18).

In fasting there is even more sedulous care to guard from any display of that self-humiliation before God which forms so great a part of it. The
Lord would form in His own a spirit of living faith in having to do with their Father. Fasting is for His eyes, just like their prayer and their alms.
Faith in Him that is in secret is thus in each way exercised. What a contrast with all that hitherto characterized a Jew 1

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Treasures on Earth or in Heaven?

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

Christ beyond all others knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man, for He Himself knew what was in man. He seeks
treasures on the earth. It may not be gold or property. It may be pleasure or power or position. Some set their heart on fame in letters or
learning, in science or art. Some court poetry, oratory, or philosophy. The bar and the bench, the army or the navy, civil government or
politics, philanthropy or even the pulpit ordinarily, fire the ambition of others. These objects and all akin which attract the heart of man are
treasures on the earth, and beneath the faith to which the Christian is called-faith in God unseen and eternal. " Love not the world," wrote His
inspired servant," nor the things that are in the world. If any one loveth the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vain-glory of life, is not of the Father but is of the world, And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever " (1 John 2:15-17). Listen to the Savior's words on the more
prevailing snare " Lay not up for you treasures on the earth where moth and rust consume, and where thieves dig through and steal; but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust corrupteth, and where thieves dig not through nor steal. For where thy
treasure is, there will be thy heart also." The treasures in heaven are the things that are above, where Christ is seated on the right hand of
God. On these things we are to set our mind, not on things that are on the earth. For we died with Christ from its best things, the rudiments of
the world which Israel had as their religion; and our life is hid with Christ in God. His cross closed all such shadows and ordinances; and
therefore is the world crucified to the Christian, and he to the world. If he is truly Christ's, he is heavenly as united to Christ, though he is still
on earth, and bears the image of Adam the earthy till He comes. Be not moved by the unbelieving sneers of those who try to lower as
other-worldliness your true objects. These are far above the world, or the habitable earth to come, blessed as it will be when Christ and His
saints reign over it. Our proper portion is in heaven and with Christ there. Be not cheated out of that which is revealed to you by the Holy
Spirit sent forth from heaven, on which the Epistles enlarge beyond what the disciples could bear when their Master was here, as. He Himself
tells us (John 16:12). The wisest of mankind is no judge of what God wills for His children now. The New Testament is as clear as possible that
He would have His own not of the world; indeed our Lord declares that they are not, even as He is not. And as it is written, Things which eye
saw not, and ear heard not, and which entered not into the heart of man, whatever things God prepared for those that love Him: them God
revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. These are treasures which the Lord calls us to lay
up for us in heaven. And nothing can harm them, like earthly treasures by corruption or violence. Do not say that such an aim is beyond the
believer. It would be assuredly, if there were not the grace of God to enable. But we have Christ as Head above, from Whom all the body,
ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. His grace suffices one in the most crushing
circumstances. And if we have such an Advocate on high, we have One no less divine to work in us here below that we may be strengthened
in the inner man. Thus could one of old boast of weaknesses, never of sins, that the power of Christ might tabernacle upon him.


https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

If you urge that you have doubts about your soul, how can you pass this day without settling that question before God? He sent His Son for
you, that you might live through Him, and that He, the Lord Jesus, might die for you-yea, for your sins. Let it be your need, your guilt, your
ruin, looking to God in the name of the crucified Savior. Jesus never said Nay to one that, feeling his sins, appealed to Him. God the Father
would have you thus honor the Son, who declares solemnly: Verily, Verily, | say to you, He that heareth My word, and believeth Him that sent
Me, hath life eternal, and cometh not into judgment, but is passed out of death into life. Verily, verily, | say to you, The hour is coming and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that heard shall live." Be not faithless then, but believing; trust His
grace that all else you lack, as you surely do, will be given in the like love. It is His joy to bless the believer.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Prayer of the Disciples

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

Are you a disciple of the Lord Jesus? Are you born of the Spirit? Are you a child of God entitled to say Abba, Father? Such were they, and no
others, whom the Lord taught to pray thus: Our Father that art in the heavens, Sanctified be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
as in heaven also on the earth, Give us to-day our sufficient bread, and forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors, and bring us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. If you are a disciple as they were, you too can pray thus, even if like them you could not say that
you have in Christ redemption, the forgiveness of your trespasses (Eph. 1:7). Such too was necessarily their state then, for Christ had not yet
suffered for sins. But it ought not to be yours now; for the atoning work is done. If then you believe on the Lord Jesus, be it known to you, that
through Him is (not promised, but) proclaimed to you remission of sins, and in Him is every believer justified from all things (Acts 13:38, 39).
You have not appreciated the alphabet of the gospel, if you know not that once purged you have no more conscience of sins.

While in this unformed condition, born of the Spirit but not resting on redemption known as yours (and therefore not yet having the Spirit of
adoption, Gal. 4:4-6, Eph. 1:13), you do well to pray as the Lord taught His disciples waiting for the Spirit (Luke 11:1-3). When the Paraclete
was given, they entered into peace and liberty, far beyond their then state (Rom. 5:2, 1-11 Cor. 17, 18); and so may you prove when thus
subject and obedient to God (Acts 5:32). Nevertheless, though the standing of a Christian will lead you to pray in the Spirit according to the
new relationships, how blessed ever is that which the Lord here taught! Do you really know what He meant? Many fail in this. Let us weigh His
words.

It is in the First Gospel we hear of the Father who is in the heavens. The aim was to raise the eyes on high of Jews who were used to wait for
God to display His glorious power on earth (Isa. 25:9; 31:4; 35:4. &c.), as He did in measure since the day of redemption from the old house
of bondage. Now He is made known as the One who makes His sun rise on evil and good, and sends rain on just and unjust, yet with special
favor to His sons.

The petitions are seven, and divide into two classes; the first three are of righteousness, as the last four are of grace. This is an order
intrinsically due to God, and proper for saints. If lost sinners as such were contemplated, all must begin with sovereign grace. But of this we
hear not in the so-called sermon on the Mount, but such grace shines appropriately elsewhere.

1. And how right, even our hearts feel, is the opening petition, Sanctified be thy name! It is the foremost desire of the renewed, however
young in faith. Without this made good, there can be nothing good.

2. Thy (not My) Kingdom come, the Father's Kingdom (Matt. 13:43) where the heavenly saints shine forth as the sun in risen glory, the
dearest object of His love here as Father, Who will have them there with and as Christ, through Whom alone it could be.

3. Thy will be done as in heaven also on the earth. This is at the same time the Son of man's Kingdom, Who will send His angels to gather out
of it all offenses and all that work lawlessness (Matt. 13:41). It is the earthly things of God's Kingdom, as the other the heavenly (John 3:12),
Christ being Head of the church and over all things (Eph. 1:10, 22).

Then come the petitions of grace.

4. Give us to-day our sufficient (or, necessary) bread. Thus are they taught to begin with confessing dependence for ordinary wants, as the
apostle called us to be content with food and raiment.

5. And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. For indeed all saints are bound to judge self and confess sins; as an antecedent
spirit of forgiveness is imperative. See Matt. 18:35, Luke 17:3, 4.

6. And bring us not into temptation. So the Lord impresses on the disciples; for He ever knew their weakness as none else did yet.
Luke 22:46. To " endure " temptation is as blessed, as " entering into " it is full of danger.

7. But deliver us from evil in general, if not from the evil one in particular. This was not the sifting, or temptation, deprecated in the clause
before, which grace may put us through for good, as we see in Peter; but the power of the enemy in drawing into sin against God. The proper
desire was to be kept from the evil, or, if one fell, to be restored from it. Grace in no case fails, if a disciple alas! did. Deliver us from evil.

The doxology is an ecclesiastical accretion and therefore uninspired. Luke was led by the Holy Spirit to omit the special title (2), the earthly
Kingdom (3), and the final clause (7), as not so much called for in the case of Gentiles.

Reader, can your state admit of your adopting the prayer for a disciple of Jesus? How sad to use it lightly and untruly?

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: Two Masters
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When man fell, he abandoned God as Master; he gained by sin another master, even Satan, the great rebel against the true God. The race
followed the fallen parents. " Through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that
all sinned " (Rom. 5:12). Such is the moral history of man, recorded in Genesis, there summarized, here reasoned on by the apostle. So vain,
so blind, is every man, that he is apt to go no higher than himself in accounting for sin. But it is not so: neither Jew nor Gentile originated sin.
It began with the head of the race, long before those distinctions. It was an innocent man too, though Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being quite deceived was involved in transgression (1 Tim. 2:14). Sin became the state of all, while each added his own sins also.
Satan thus became master in fact of the race; and from the first the guilty pair hid away from God's presence, before " He drove out the
man."

Henceforth all for good turned on another, the Second man, the Last Adam. Sinful man can neither atone for sins nor get rid of sin. And from
the fall Jehovah Elohim clearly intimated the great truth that deliverance can come only from the woman's Seed, who, Himself bruised, should
bruise the Serpent's head, that is, destroy the mysterious enemy. Jesus, the Son of God, born of the virgin, alone answers to this earliest
oracle, and to every other in scripture. How many besides His incarnation converge in Him and can apply to no other, in His life, death,
resurrection, and ascension Above all He was to suffer once for sins, Just for unjust, that He might bring us who believe to God. For no
external rite could adequately meet the dire need. It was not purifying only, but atonement there must be by One who, being God and man in
one person, suited and alone could suit God and man, the Holy One whom God made sin for us, that we might become His righteousness in
Christ. Hence repentance toward God, and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ, must be in man.

There is thus faith-obedience, the root of all other obedience in practice. It is not mere outward separateness by circumcision or anything
akin. The sanctification of the Spirit is thereby secured in a new life imparted to the believer for Christ's obedience as well as His
blood-sprinkling. We thenceforth obey as He did, not as slaves under law like Israel with the solemn sanction of the victim's blood on them
and on the book of the law, threatening death on disobedience; we obey as sons, on whom grace rests, and as we are begotten of God, so
have we Christ's blood that cleanseth from every sin. As we were in baptism buried with Christ unto His death (for nothing short could suffice
even as a starting-point), so we also, as He was raised from the dead, should walk in newness of life. What then? Shall we sin because, even if
once Jews, we are no longer under law but under grace? Away with it. Know we not that to whom we yield ourselves bondmen for obedience,
we are bondmen to him whom we obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? Through Christ and His work set free
from sin, and become bondmen to God, we have our fruit unto holiness and the end life eternal.

Thus it is that sin shall not have dominion over us. Not law but grace gives power; and grace and truth came through Jesus, as John 1
expressly declares in contrast with law, which however good in itself could only slay one in whom sin was and worked. For sinful man
salvation hangs on Him. Without His blood is no remission; in virtue of it He washed us from our sins, and in newness of life (His life as risen
from among the dead), we are fitted to walk worthily and please God.

But Satan ever seeks to mislead. And no one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to the
one and despise the other. " Ye cannot," said our Lord, " serve God and mammon." This tests those who bear His name. Never was mammon
more widely sought in Christendom than now. How is it with your own soul? Are you, a professing Christian, a slave to mammon? A divided
heart is a disloyal one. No one can serve two masters. Think of the young ruler who in sorrow turned away from following Christ, because he
loved his possessions. Think of the apostle who for a paltry sum sold his Master. How true it is that, hating the one, we love the other, or
holding to the one, we despise the other! Mammon commands the world; and if we love the world, or the things in the world, we serve
mammon. But what does a man profit if he should gain the whole world, and lose his soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
Ye cannot serve two masters, God and mammon.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Light of the World
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Here the character of the position for the disciples goes beyond " the salt of the earth." For this was expressive of righteousness; a
righteousness not outward like that of the scribes and Pharisees (which sought reputation of man, and was little beyond the pride of a Stoic),
but lowly and real as in God's sight. Whereas " the light of the world " is the shining forth of grace, and inseparable from the confession of
Christ in that respect. Salt preserves, but does not make everything manifest as the light does.

"Ye are the light of the world: a city set upon a hill-top cannot be hid. Nor do they light a lamp, and put it under the dry measure but on the
lamp-stand, and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Thus let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father that is in the heavens (vers. 14-16).

" The world " had no such special dealing of God as " the earth." There moral darkness had reigned, which the light was to dispel as far as He
gave it scope and power. Redemption, Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension, would give the light a penetrating energy unknown before.
For such was the deadly pall which overhung the favored land during our Lord's earthly sojourn that, contrary to nature, the darkness resisted
the light, and " comprehended not " even the True Light in His person. But when He rose victorious over all the power of the wicked one, the
old commandment became the new, and was true not in Him only but in us, Christians, because the darkness is quite passing and the true
light already shines.


https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb
https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

This is confirmed by the figure which follows and carries the truth out farther. " A city set, or situated, upon a hill-top cannot be hid." The
sphere is no longer the circumscribed area of the earth or land, but, as for another aspect we read, " the field is the world." The God and
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ would make Himself known at least in testimony, before power effectuates His will far and wide. As perfect
love He came down in Christ to man; but the world knew Him not, and His own people received Him not, yea insisted that He should be
crucified. Now He sets Christ in the heavenlies above every principality and authority and power and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that to come, and put all things under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church which is His body, the
fullness of Him that fills all in all. And they, His disciples, are the light of the world: a city set upon a hill-top cannot be hid. Once darkness,
they are now light in the Lord, and responsible to walk as children of light, corporately as well as individually. For the fruit of light is in all
goodness, and righteousness, and truth. They are to prove what is agreeable to the Lord, and to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness but rather to reprove them.

Men treat their light more fairly than Christendom does the light of which our Lord spoke. Men shrink from natural darkness, its
inconveniences, and its dangers; and when they light a lamp, they do not put it under the dry measure (which of course would quite hide it)
but on the lampstand, and it shines to all that are in the house. But Christendom fears the light that exposes its neglect of scripture, and of
the Holy Spirit's guidance, and of Christ who is and ought to be the all. Therefore, Christianity and the church being sadly misrepresented, all
the privileges and duties suffer in the same proportion; as the Lord and the apostles prepare us to expect. But the faithful are bound with
humility yet in courage of faith to let the light shine; for it is not of self, but the confession of Christ in everything going forth as God has
taught them, whether men hear or forbear. It is meant by our Lord to shine to all that are in the house, and beyond too.

Do we want to make known God as He is? Christ is His image and alone perfectly represents Him. Would we show Him as Father? He the Son
declares Him and is the way to Him. Would we see man as he ought to be? It is not on the first man we must look but on the Second. Would
we measure the true wickedness of Satan? It is in his direct, constant, personal hatred of and antagonism to Jesus the Son of God. Do you
crave the sight of life eternal in the midst of this evil and guilty world? There it is in word and deed fully revealed in the same Lord Jesus.
Would you consider death in all its solemn nature? It is He who manifests it. Would you look at life in risen power? Jesus alone and perfectly
discloses it. Do you wish a true sight of the highest heaven? It is where the Father received Him with the fullest love and glory. Would we
warn of hell? It is the everlasting fire, in which all that despise, hate and reject Him must have their portion with the devil and his angels.
Christ is the light that makes everything and one manifest.

So it might be shown in the whole 'range of privilege and duty and from the least thing to the greatest. He is the measure of love and
holiness, of service and worship, of devotedness, of suffering, and of communion. He is the standard of sin and of judgment no less than of
righteousness. And as the Father is only known through and in Him, so the Spirit acts to make all good in the believer, that we might be
delivered from all our thoughts and imaginations, and be led into all truth and kept.

" Thus let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good (or, comely, KaX«) works, and glorify your Father that is in the
heavens." This is practical Christianity in its outgoing, as the salt is the preservative power of purity which we always need to have in
ourselves. It is to confess and live Christ, not only in secret which is essential and so pressed elsewhere before Him who sees there, but also
truly and unflinchingly before men. Benevolent works are no test, and are not what Christ looked for and here expresses. He spoke of works
excellent in the sense of what suits the Father and the Son, and of which the Holy Spirit is the sole power in us. It is not His mind to let our
good works shine before men, but our light, or confession of Himself in word and deed.

Nor can anything other or short of this secure the end He proposes. For | might dole out all my goods in what men call charity, or deliver up
my body to be burned without confessing Christ, and therefore without in any way glorifying the Father. There is neither light nor love without
the faith and the confession of Christ; and self might thereby be honored, but not the Father. Whereas let the light of Christ shine in your
confession; and when men see right works in accordance with the will of God, they glorify not you but the Father who is the spring and aim of
what you do.

Gospel Words, Gospel Words: the Salt of the Earth
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The Lord had laid down in vers. 5-9 the distinctive moral