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Joshua - Commentaries by Hugh Henry Snell

Streams of Refreshing From the Fountain of Life, Crossing the Jordan (3:9-17)

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither and hear the words of the LORD your God. And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know
that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and
the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth
over before you into Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. And it shall come to pass,
as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that
the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap. And it came to pass,
when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people; and as
they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan
overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) that the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from
the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and
the people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the
midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan (Josh. 3:9-17).

The scene here described was Israel’s last trial in the wilderness. For forty years they had journeyed through the desert; but their last
experience, like the first, only proved their own helplessness and entire inability to enter the land by their own works. The green fields and
luxuriant hills of the

land flowing with milk and honey (Ex. 3:8, 17; 13:5)

were now in sight, but they could not enter in. The overflowing Jordan rolled before them, and threatened to swallow up with death any who
ventured in nature’s strength to cross it. But the point was so conclusive, that we are not told that any one even proposed it; but Joshua and
all the hosts of Israel are presented to us as standing on the wilderness side of Jordan’s overflowing banks in conscious helplessness, and
without hope, so far as their own resources were concerned. They again had to find that the law could not bring them into the land, and this
lesson they had often bitterly to prove in their experience, though, like ourselves, they were very slow to learn it. It is remarkable how
prominently this is brought out at the close of their wilderness course. Only about a year before the scene we are contemplating, those who
had so willingly placed themselves under the law, the terms of which were,

This do, and thou shalt live (Luke 10:28),

were dying in all directions from the fiery serpent’s bite, which not only shows us that they had not kept the law, but that they were so
disobedient as to bring upon themselves the special judgment of God; so that, instead of having life as the fruit of obedience, deliverance
from death could only come to them in the way of grace — the free gift of God. Just before this, the venerable lawgiver, notwithstanding all
his previous meekness and faithfulness, so grievously dishonored the Lord, that he could not be allowed to bring the congregation of Israel
into the land. (See Num. 20 and 21) Thus we see that the law could neither give them life nor righteousness, but was the ministration of
condemnation and death, and that in its working it served to prove the New Testament doctrines,

By the law is the knowledge of sin,

and,

By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight (Rom. 3:20).

And how blessed it is to contemplate that all these failures of man were only occasions for bringing out, in types and shadows, the resources
of God’s abounding grace, as the realities were afterwards so wondrously manifested in the sufferings, death, and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ! How important, also, it is to notice, in the history of those under the law, that whatever blessing they had, it came to them, not
as the fruit of their own worthiness, but only in the way of Divine mercy! If you see them in Egyptian bondage, or exposed to the destroying
angel’s sword, it is God that shelters and delivers them through the blood of the lamb. When Pharaoh and his host hotly pursued them to the
borders of the Red Sea, it was God that wrought deliverance for them, by dividing the waves and heaping them up in a liquid wall, thus
bringing them through as on dry land, and cutting off their enemies in judgment. See them again with parched lips murmuring beside
Marah’s waters; and it was God who directed them to that mystic tree which could make the bitterest water sweet. See them, also, hungry in
the barren wilderness, or burning with thirst in a land of drought; and it was God that rained down daily bread from heaven to feed them, and
caused the flinty rock to pour forth rivers of water to refresh them. It was God who led them by the right way; it was God who brought the
pillar of cloud over them to screen them from the sun’s burning rays, and caused the pillar of fire to light up the darkness of the night
watches. See them again suffering the due reward of their sins from the fiery serpent’s bite; and it was God that brought life to them through
the serpent of brass lifted up. See their leader deservedly cut off through transgression; and it was God who raised up Joshua to successfully
lead them through every obstacle; and lead them into their promised inheritance. Lastly, see them on Jordan’s bank, afresh learning the
lesson of being

without strength (Rom. 5:6);
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and it is God, the living God, against whom they had so often sinned, that in sovereign grace made a way for them through the river of
judgment, and brought them into their long-desired land. All these facts read to us, as they should have to Israel, the happy lessons, that we
are saved and blessed solely on the ground of mercy, and

not by works of righteousness which we have done (Titus 3:5).

In order to get a clear understanding of the instruction of Israel’s crossing the Jordan, we must endeavour to divest ourselves of the
commonly received idea, that it is a type of the Christian’s experience in the article of death. The mistake has most likely arisen from not
seeing that the gospel brings to us a present salvation, and that each believer is spoken of in the Scriptures as one who

HATH everlasting life,

and

is passed from death unto life (John 5:24).

From not seeing this, some think of death as before them instead of behind them, and that which they have

passed from.

Hence some speak of daily “dipping their foot in Jordan,” that is, being daily exercised about death. A friend of mine once visited a sick
Christian, who was much distressed about how she could “cross the Jordan”; and we have heard of others who commonly speak of death as
“crossing the Jordan.” The fact is, that we who believe are in Christ delivered from death, and made partakers of a risen life, by the death and
resurrection of Christ; the blood of Jesus has removed the sting of death, and though we may fall asleep in Jesus, it is not death, strictly
speaking; for Jesus said,

It a man keep my saying, he shall never see death (John 8:51).

That Israel crossing the Jordan cannot refer to this is clear, because when they crossed the river they began to fight; whereas, when we

sleep in Jesus (1 Thess. 4:14),

all our fighting is over; we put off our battle garments for ever; we exchange an helmet for a crown, and our conflict for rest.

But what does this scene at Jordan mean? It means that deliverance from death, and that spiritual resurrection which we have now, through
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Our state by nature is that of being dead in trespasses and sins — children of wrath — exposed to death and
judgment. But God, in marvelous grace, quickens or makes alive dead ones, and those who are so quickened are made nigh to God, delivered
from death, and the wrath to come; they have been quickened together, raised up together, and made sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus. Israel’s crossing the Jordan, therefore, sets before us the blessed doctrine, that God’s children have died with Christ, have been
buried with Christ, are risen with Christ, and made sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Thus we are, as to position, in heavenly
places, while actually we are walking in an evil world. But let us now look more particularly at the Scripture before us.

1. ISRAEL’S STATE, as we have before noticed, was one of helplessness. Moreover, the fear of death filled their minds; for Jordan with
overflowing banks was between them and the promised land. They could not see how they could enter into their much-desired inheritance.
And is not this exactly what all feel whose consciences are roused to consider their eternal state? They cannot think of heaven, and glory, and
fullness of joy, without feeling that they are exposed to death; and they seem to view glory afar off, and know not how to reach it. Their
consciences accuse them of sin against God, and they fear death as the consequence —

The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).

They recoil from death, and tremble at its expectation. A death- bed scene makes them quiver, because they dread it for themselves. No one
can write or speak on such a solemn subject without the greatest seriousness; yet if the truth of God assures me that Christ has abolished
death, and delivered me from it, ought I not to be at peace? Death abases man’s pride, it prostrates in the dust earth’s most honored sons, it
brings down man’s loftiest thoughts, and hurls into oblivion all his vain pretensions. Man’s inventions and appliances are made to meet
almost every other requirement; but in regard to “the king of terrors,” as he calls death, he is obliged to content himself with perfuming or
smoothing a dying pillow, and garnishing the grave; but death he must bow to — death Christ only has overcome. It is death and judgment
that men dread, because conscience accuses; therefore they are without God, and have no hope in the world. Of course, Satan seeks to fill
the eye and heart of men with

the pleasures of sin (Heb. 11:25);

but a Divinely-convicted soul cannot rest until he is delivered from the fear of death, and enabled to sing —

2. Now look at GOD’S WAY OF DELIVERANCE. God showed by this that He could bring His people through death and into resurrection. It is the
voice of Jesus in Old Testament times that here says,

I am the resurrection, and the life (John 11:25).

Joshua said unto the children of Israel,

Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your God. . .

. . Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among, you.



. . . . Behold, the ark of the covenant of the God of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out
of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. And it shall come to pass, that as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests . . . shall rest in
the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand up upon an
heap (Josh. 3:9-13).

Thus we see that the waters of judgment fled before the ark of the covenant,

a new and living way (Heb. 10:20)

was made for the people, and they were delivered from death and its terrors, and at once enabled to enter the land. It was all of God — His
wisdom, His power, His grace; and is a vivid illustration of the well known text,

By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 2:8, 9).

On referring to the construction of the ark in Ex. 25, and its use as recorded in Num. 10:33, we cannot fail to recognize that Christ is
prefigured by it. As the ark of the covenant

going before into Jordan, and resting in the waters of Jordan (see Josh. 3:11, 13),

made the way for Israel to enter the land, so it is by Jesus going into death that

He destroyed death,1and him that had the power of death, that is, the devil, and delivered them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage (see Heb. 2:14, 15).

Does not this clearly show that we have deliverance from death only by the death of Christ? Does it not magnify the work of the cross, and
plainly point us to Christ crucified as

the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)?

Does it not tell us that there is

none other name under heaven whereby we can be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ (see Acts 4:10, 12)?

Does not the Holy Ghost here teach us that we have died with Christ, by His having died for us? And do not our souls cry out while
contemplating the cross of Christ, and His triumphant resurrection,

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:55, 56).

Oh, how blessed is the remembrance of the fact, that the holy and spotless Jesus went into the cold waters of death for us, the just for the
unjust, to bring us to God. It is the death of Christ alone that removes the sting of death from us, and enables us to find access with
confidence into God’s presence. We know that, when Christ died; the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, to show
us that through His death every hindrance was removed to the believer’s coming into the presence of God.

3. CROSSING THE JORDAN we may look upon as the action of faith on God’s way of deliverance. Believing that the living God had made this
way, this living way, into the land, they

all passed clean over (see Josh. 3:17).

Their eyes rested on the ark in the river for them, and the wondrous power of that ordinance in delivering from the waters of death, and
opening the way into the land. They beheld the liquid wall on the one hand, that the waters failed on the other,

the ark of the covenant (Josh. 3:17)

being in the midst, and a straight path made for them to pass over dry shod. Thus they were inspired with confidence, all fear and doubt were
removed, and onward they went according to the word of the Lord, and quickly planted their feet upon their promised inheritance, the land
flowing with milk and honey. And so it is now. It is a believing view of the death of Christ, the knowledge of His having died for us — of the
curse, and wrath, and death, which we deserved, having fallen on Him instead of us — that He was delivered for our offences, and raised
again for our justification — thus seeing the wondrous love of God in providing such a Savior, and accomplishing such a work for us, that fills
us with confidence, delivers us from guilt and fear, and enables us to find rest and peace in the holiest of all, in the presence of God Himself.
Knowing that the risen Jesus has entered into heaven itself with His own blood, now to appear before the face of God for us, we follow Him in
there by faith, and know our blessed liberty as blood-washed worshipers in His presence. Therefore in Christ, and by His blood, we who were
once afar off are made nigh; and we, who were once dead in sins, have been quickened together, raised up together, and made to sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Our standing, then, is heavenly, we are brought into the heavenlies in Christ, we are blessed with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places; death is behind us, glory before us, and our expectation is to bear the heavenly image; heaven is
our home.

Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body (Phil. 3:20, 21).

Our worship therefore is heavenly; we come boldly to

the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16),



having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience; and, as a heavenly people,

risen with Christ (Col. 3:1),

we are exhorted to seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God; to set our

affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:2),

because our

life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).

It is most important for the believer to see that he not only has forgiveness of sins, but that he is risen with Christ, and belongs to the
heavenlies; that he is a partaker of the heavenly calling, a heaven-born, heaven-bound son, having life, resurrection-life, and, by the Holy
Ghost, union with the glorified Son of God — a member of Christ’s body, of His flesh and of His bones. Not like the earthly people of Israel,
who were called from Egypt to an earthly land of promise; but called from a state of death in trespasses and sins to heavenly places — an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The blood of our sacrifice not sprinkled again and again on a brazen altar,
but presented once and for ever in heaven itself. Not having a dying priest to minister in an earthly sanctuary, but having a priest for ever in
heaven to make intercession for us. Thus we are not of the world, but knowing its doom, and that the earth and all things therein will be
burned up, we find our peace and blessing in heaven, inside the vail, and that

our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).

These things, known in the soul by the teaching of the Holy Ghost as God’s eternal truth, answer a thousand perplexing questions, and plainly
mark out for us a path of heavenly-mindedness in a self-seeking, Christ-rejecting world.

4. Lastly, let us look at ISRAEL IN THE LAND. We are repeatedly told that they clean passed over, and the waters again returned to their place
as before, which facts speak solemn and comforting lessons to our hearts. The people now lived in the promised land. God gave it to them,
and brought them into it dry shod. They were no longer in the desert of drought and barrenness, but in the land flowing with milk and honey,
where grapes and pomegranates abounded. The way which God brought them was never to be forgotten; therefore they were to

take twelve stones out of the middle of Jordan, and carry them over with them into the place where they lodged, for a memorial unto the
children of Israel for ever . . . and they are there unto this day (Josh. 4:3-8)

so that ages and generations to come should know the exceeding goodness of God to them. (Compare Josh. 4:4-24 with Eph. 2:7.) And so in
ages to come the Church shall be to the praise and glory of God, for His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. We shall ever remember the
cross. It is the death of Christ we specially remember in the Lord’s Supper — we

shew the Lord’s death till He come (1 Cor. 11:26).

We do not keep the Lord’s supper in order to be saved, but we do it in remembrance of Him, by whose stripes we are healed, by whose death
we have life.

We may next notice that the people of Israel, when in the land, were circumcised according to the Lord’s command. This teaches us that a
realization of our heavenly calling and standing in Christ will be connected with self-judgment, and practically putting off the old man and his
deeds; we shall reckon ourselves to have died unto sin, and to be alive unto God through Jesus Christ. Hence heavenly worship and rejoicing
in Christ Jesus will be associated with having no confidence in the flesh. Circumcision was not practised in the wilderness, which shows us
typically that trials and necessities do not give us power over self; hence those Christians who are pressed down with the cares and
difficulties of the way will have little power to keep under the flesh; whereas those who know the portion which

perfect love (1 John 4:18)

has given them in a risen and ascended Savior will judge the flesh to be unfit for God’s service, and as unclean in its moral or religious
actings as in its grosser workings. We may be assured that abiding in Christ in heavenly places is the secret of true humility.

The people also kept the passover; and oh, with what rejoicing they must have celebrated it! (Josh. 5:10). They must have valued the blood of
the lamb more than ever, when they remembered where it had brought them, as well as what it had delivered them from. And who estimates
the redeeming love of God, and the unutterable preciousness of the blood of Christ, like those who know it, as not only blotting out their sin,
but as enabling them to enter with boldness into the holiest of all!

We next notice that the manna ceased, and

the people did eat of the old corn in the land (see Josh. 5:11, 12).

This is very significant. In days of wilderness experience, the people were fed by that which came down from heaven; but when in the land
they fed and lived upon that which sprung up from the corn of wheat that died. So now those who may be trusting in the blood of the Lamb,
who have merely a wilderness experience, will be sustained by the limited, though most blessed, thought of Christ having descended; but
those who know their full deliverance from death, and standing in life and righteousness in heavenly places in Christ, find their joy and
strength in the blessed knowledge, that

He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things (Eph. 4:10).



They live on resurrection food, on Christ risen, Christ exalted, Christ the abolisher of death, Christ crowned with glory and honor, Christ our
Lamb and Priest now in the presence of God for us, Christ our Lord, Head, righteousness, and life, Christ soon coming to take us unto Himself,
that where He is, there we may be also.

But though God gave them the land and brought them there, they had to fight the fight of faith to keep it. So we have to

put on the whole armour of God (Eph. 6:11)

to maintain the consciousness and joy of our heavenly standing. Satan and his host only consult to cast us down from our excellency, and we
need divine strength, and divine armour, to wrestle with principalities and powers, to enable us to maintain in our soul’s our conscious
standing in the blessing God has given us and brought us into in Christ Jesus in heavenly places.

May the Lord bless His own truth!

Things New and Old: Volume 25, Position, Condition and Testimony (5:6)

(Josh. 5; 6)

To the soul that is born of God, perhaps few things are of more importance than having the consciousness that he is occupying the position
on earth during our Lord’s absence which is according to His will. The scriptures abound with clear lines of instruction as to this. Not only have
we apostolic testimony for the time when the church was set up on earth, and the order and godly ways it should maintain, but even the
present time of ruin and departure is contemplated, and the path for the faithful clearly pointed out.

As to the position we should occupy in these last days, is it likely we should be competent to discern and hold our true place on earth, unless
we have taken the place and relationships He has graciously given us in His own presence? As long as there is hesitancy and uncertainty as
to this, how can we be responding to it in the ways of holiness and truth marked out for us while passing through this Christ-rejecting world?

When the children of Israel took possession of “the land” under Joshua, their position toward Jehovah, toward their brethren, and toward the
Gentiles, became clear enough. They found also, when there, the amplest provision for the sustainment of their condition, and also for the
testimony they were called on to bear. All was of an entirely new order, and could not have been known before they were in the position
beyond Jordan, which God in His sovereignty had given them.

The believer now, by grace, has been quickened, raised up, and made to sit in heavenly places in Christ. He is thus on the other side of the
Jordan of death and judgment. Having died with Christ He is risen with Christ, alive in Him for evermore, and united to Him by the Holy Ghost
sent down. Thus he is blessed in heavenly places in Christ. There he is always “complete in him.” We are now therefore not in the first Adam,
not in the flesh, though alas! the flesh is in us, not in our sins, not under law, and not of the world, but in heavenly places in Christ, and loved
by the Father as He loved Jesus. The believer has no other position before God. When he takes this place of nearness, acceptance, and
blessing, he, as it were, enters into “the land” which typified our present position in heavenly places. Such then are conscious not only of
eternal security and blessing, but also of being separated off to God, and therefore should be from everything which is contrary to His mind.

Until this marvelous calling and standing is entered upon and enjoyed, how is it possible that we can walk worthy of it? If the believer is not
consciously near to God, he will be struggling to get near; and if he does not see that lie is accepted in the Beloved he will be hoping to be
accepted. He is not standing fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.

If he does not know that he is now a child of God, how can he walk as a child? If he does not realize the truth that he is a member of the body
of Christ, how can he be “holding the Head,” walking according to his relationship with every other member of the “one body” and standing
apart from every principle which denies it? If he does not apprehend the fact that the Holy Ghost dwells in him and in every member of the
body of Christ, and that it is the power for all godliness, how can he be hearkening to what the Spirit saith, and be giving diligence to keep
the Spirit’s unity? It is when the Christian has entered upon and enjoys his present standing and relationships in heavenly places, when he
holds the Head, and owns the Holy Ghost, then open worldliness and spurious Christianity are alike distasteful to him, and he finds that he
has a place on earth of service and testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ. Such will find no difficulty in concluding that they should withdraw from
moral, ecclesiastical, or doctrinal iniquity, and purge themselves from vessels to dishonor, or whatever is unsuited to the name of Him who is
“the holy and the true.”

As we have before observed, when the children of Israel got into the land they found the fullest provision made for their condition; and after
all, a position however orthodox, will be a poor thing if it be only regarded in the way of outward observance. We are told “they did eat of the
old corn of the land.” This sets before us Christ in the heavenlies, which those who take their true place there, find to be the constant joy and
strength of their hearts. Such become then occupied with a glorified Christ; and we may be quite sure that no child of God is in his right
position, or in a healthy condition who is not thus taken up with the glorified Son of man. Now he can speak of “having nothing and yet
possessing all things.” Now he looks back on the cross, and remembers Him who died there, and he looks up into heaven and beholds with
unveiled face the glory of the Lord. Looking back on the cross he is reminded that he has put off the old man, that he has crucified the flesh
with its affections and lusts, and there too he is reminded that on it all his blessings both now and forever are founded. But gazing by faith on
Christ in the glory his soul is feasted, his heart gladdened, his faith sustained, his strength renewed and the bright hope of the Lord’s coming
makes him feel superior to everything here. Trouble he may have, and battles he may have to fight, but the Lord is his strength and
salvation, and gives him comfort and encouragement in the conflict.

Does the christian reader know what it is to be enjoying this new position of nearness and acceptance in the heavenlies in Christ? If not, may 
you now by faith accept it from the Lord, who declares, that, however feeble your faith, yet by His grace, having Christ crucified, risen, and



glorified as the object of your hearts trust, you are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. There too Christ is your
present strength and sufficiency. Happy are those who are “ strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might;” who seek to walk and act in
the wisdom, power, and all-sufficient grace of Christ. Such feel their weakness, no ones feels it so much; but they search the word for God’s
testimony concerning Christ, and daily find Him to be like “the old corn of the land” to their souls. Without this daily renewing by feeding on
Christ through the scriptures, by the power of the Holy Ghost, how can we be in that condition or state of soul which is pleasing to God?
Would the children of Israel have been enabled to fight the battles and walk in the ways which were appointed them by Jehovah, had they
neglected to feed upon “the old corn of the land”? How needful then it is that our souls should be occupied with our Lord Jesus Christ! Even to
the apostles our Lord declared “Without me ye can do nothing.” He therefore said unto them, “Abide in me,” for He Himself is the only source
of fruit-bearing. May we then cleave unto the Lord, as having all resources for service, testimony, and for all fruit-bearing in Him, being
assured however clear we may be as to our true position, if personal intercourse and communion with the Lord be neglected—“the old corn of
the land” not eaten—that condition will inevitably be lacking which produces true testimony.

The testimony therefore which is suited to the believer flows out of a true position and condition. How could anyone testify of the, world that
its works were evil if he were practically of it? Or, how could a person contend for the absolute authority of scripture, that the Lord Jesus
Christ is the source of all true gifts for ministry of the word, and that the Holy Ghost’s presence on earth is the power of all godliness, if he
himself were accrediting the systems and traditions of men, and acknowledging to human credentials and official trappings?

But we have a testimony to bear. Jesus said, “If a man love me, he will keep my words.” (John 14:23.) John was banished by the haters of the
truth to the desolate island of Patmos, “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev. 1:9.) Timothy was enjoined by the
apostle Paul “not to be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,” and to “hold fast the form of sound words.” (2 Tim. 1:13.) If the question be
asked, “ Who is sufficient for these things?” The answer is, “Our sufficiency is of God.”

In tracing a little the ways of the children of Israel after they had taken possession of the land, after they had been circumcised (to us putting
off the body of the flesh in the death of Christ), after keeping the passover, thus acknowledging all their blessings were founded on the blood
of the Lamb, and after having eaten of “the old corn of the land” their testimony was marked by obedience to the will of God, by accepting
the place of separation and rejection, and by caring for souls. No testimony can be according to God that is not in obedience to His revealed
will. We are enjoined to be “as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance,” &c. (1 Pet. 1:14.)
To keep in our hearts and carry out in our lives the words of Jesus, characterizes those who love Him. And we may be sure, if we are simply
doing the Lord’s will, it must certainly lead us into the path of separation from the world, and into the place of its rejection. By the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the world is not only crucified unto us, but we are crucified unto it. The will of God was that the people of Israel should take
their place outside the doomed city of Jericho, and it soon became apparent they were not of it, but in closest association with “the ark”
outside it. The believer, too, is taught that he is not of the world, even as Christ was not of the world; and as certainly as he is in heavenly
places in Christ, so is Christ (whom the ark typified) with those who are in obedient testimony for Him on earth, looking for judgment coming
upon this doomed world, as pronounced by Him who said, “Now is the judgment of this world.” As surely as “the ark” was with the children of
Israel, so truly is Christ in the midst of two or three who are gathered together in His name. If they were told to be silent, and merely walk
round about the city once, they did it. If they were told to sound the trumpets of rams’ horns, they did it. If they were told to “shout,” they did
it. If they were told not to covet the Canaanites’ wealth, or the Babylonish garment, they had to reap the bitter fruits of one of their company
being disobedient. And so now the principle is the same; obedience to the word of God is always connected with blessing, but disobedience
with sorrow; for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap; he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption,” &c.
(Gal. 6:8.) It is a point never to be forgotten that God acts in government as well as in grace.

The testimony in men’s account may be mean and poor as the blowing of a ram’s horn, or as small as a quiet walk round about the city;
nevertheless, it was the place of separation from the doomed city, and obedience to Jehovah’s will. Their lines of service were ordered for
them. They cared too for souls. A harlot and her household and kindred and all that she had, sheltered in the house marked by the scarlet
line in the window, were objects of their solicitude; and Joshua commanded the two spies who had set before her the only way of escape to
bring them all out, that they might be safe from the impending and desolating judgment. And so it was.

May every child of God who reads these lines learn that our faithful position on earth is connected with our acceptance of our true place in
heaven, and that all testimony according to God is connected with that condition which results from personal intercourse and communion
with the Lord Himself! Η. H. S.
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