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Galatians - Commentaries by James M. Freeman

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 873. The Mark (6:17)

Galatians 6:17. | bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

Slaves were branded with a peculiar mark to designate their masters. So Paul had in his body marks, received in persecution for Christ’s
sake, which showed to whom he belonged. Some think there is an allusion here to his “thorn in the flesh,” which was a perpetual mark put
upon him by his lord and master.

See also notes on Leviticus 19:28 (#166); Isaiah 49:16 (#521); Ezekiel 9:4 (#571).

Manners and Customs of the Bible, 872. The Pedagogue (3:24)

Galatians 3:24. The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.

The nawbaywydcg, “schoolmaster,” was not an instructor, but a trustworthy slave, to whom was committed the care of his master’s sons from
the time they were six or seven years of age until puberty. “His duty was rather to guard them from evil, both physical and moral, than to
communicate instruction, to cultivate their minds, or to impart accomplishments. He went with them to and from the school or the
gymnasium; he accompanied them out of doors on all occasions; he was responsible for their personal safety, and for their avoidance of bad
company” (Smith's Dictionary of Antiquities, s. v. Paedagogus).
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