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Acts - Commentaries by John Bilisoly

Des Moines Conference: 2003, Continued Steadfastly (2:42)

YP Sing Address—|. Bilisoly

#168 that's where |1 168, OK. 105. You know, on Friday night when we arrived here in Des Moines for the prayer meeting, for these meetings.
After meeting my wife and I, my wife Carmen and | were standing in an aisle visiting and we were making our way over to speak to someone
and we were stopped by brother Ron Siegler and Ron had a stack of cards, index cards in his hand and he started. First of all he said to me,
he said we would like you to have a meeting. And my heart kind of skipped a beat or two. And he started going through his cards. And | saw a
gospel address gospel address. And then he came to this card and he handed me handed me this card and it said, Lord, stay young people
sing 830 PM 15 minute talk. And |, | have to admit, | somewhat side with relief and yet not totally because dear young people, it's it's a
challenge to. Stand up here in front of you and think, now what can | say in 15 minutes that | can leave with you? And as | thought about that
and I, I'm going to watch my time, as | thought about that, | thought, you know. There probably isn't that much that | can do in 15 minutes
that's going to leave make a lasting impression with these young people. And as | thought about that more, | thought, you know, it's really
not what | say that's going to make a difference. It's probably what | don't say. And what | mean by that is what we have in the book of
Romans. And it says there in the 15th chapter that none of us liveth to himself. And no man dieth to himself. Now, dear young people, you
and | have an influence on one another. We have an influence on others. And it's by our everyday life, just by our walk, just by our going on
day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year. That makes more of an impression than anything else, perhaps than
anything that you will say. Maybe some of you won't have an opportunity to stand here. Some of you will. No doubt, but your life can make an
impression and can speak louder than something that you might say and so.

| thought, what a what a challenge for my own heart. | have 15 minutes tonight. That's not very much. But what's more important is how |
conduct myself because you're watching me. And, you know, it's an encouragement to me, too. It's been 2 years since we've been to this,
this conference to Des Moines here. And | see some familiar faces here. And it's encouraging to me. | see young people that are going on.
They're here again. You're two years older. You've grown physically, and | trust that you've grown spiritually. And that's encouraging to me.
That speaks to me maybe more than what you might say to me. | haven't talked to probably most of you and probably won't get the
opportunity to during these meetings, but what your life speaks to others and it speaks to me. Before we came to this conference, the Lord
impressed me a little bit with a verse, and that verse has been mentioned. It was mentioned by our brother Dave. Imbo in his prayer. And
then Brother Doug Nicollet mentioned it again, and it's that verse in Acts chapter 2. And that that really is what | had before me. That's
primarily the only verse | want to look at. And | just want to capture a couple of words primarily out of this verse in Acts chapter 2. To leave
with us. | may refer to a couple of other verses and | may look at them. But let's turn to Acts 2 and let's just read part of that verse that was
referred to verse 42. And they continued. | want to stop right there. You know, that's quite a thought, isn't it? Who's it referring to here? Well,
if we were to read the verse before, we would find that there were 3000, about 3000 souls that were added to the the church, the assembly.
And so it's referring to those early believers during the times of the apostles and during that time when the Spirit of God was working mightily
and many souls were added to the church daily. And here there were 3000 that were added. And it says that they continued. Now | wonder, if
someone were writing about this company here tonight, would they be able to save us to you and I, they continued. That's quite an exercise,
isn't it? To continue on. It's not easy. We've heard some ministry during these meetings about the difficulties of the way. And the enemy that
we have that wants to discourage us, that wants to get us to not continue. You heard about that enemy last night, and | happened to be here.
And we were told about a man that purposed in his heart. That took purpose of heart for Daniel, didn't it? It's going to take purpose of heart
for you and | to continue. But they didn't just continue. What else does it say? It says they continued steadfastly. And | think that's very, very
important. You know, we just had a storm in in Denver. A very wet snow after all the trees had leaved out and the snow was very wet and
heavy. And we were talking to one person and they said they woke up in the middle of the night and they heard this cracking going on all
around them. They listened, didn't know what was going on. Well, what it was, was this heavy snow was breaking tree limbs off of the trees.
And we had a tree in our front yard and and in the morning there was two large limbs of that tree laying down in the front yard. They had
broken off during the night. And that poor tree, it was hit once before about four or five years ago in a not a storm, but one of the branches
had broken away from the tree, a large branch. And so now we have this tree. I'm not sure what to do with it. It looks kind of spindly. It's
looking more and more like a pole. It's losing all its branches. But you know, | hate to, to cut it down. That tree is there. It's been steadfast.
It's still standing and it's it's leafed out as much as it can. It can be with what few branches it has left.

And it looks a little unsightly, but it's weathered the storms and it's still standing. It's not leaning at all. It's just as straight as it was before. |
wonder you want to be like that tree. Do you and | want to be like a tree that's planted by the waters? Do we want to be steadfast, dear
young people? They continued steadfastly. In the Apostles, doctrine and fellowship. And in breaking of bread and in prayers. These are all
important things, aren't they? The apostles doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers. I've enjoyed this little thought.
Someone has expressed that. The the apostles doctrine is what makes the fellowship. It was told us that these two go together. You can't
separate them. The apostles doctrine and fellowship. So it's the apostles doctrine that makes the fellowship. And it's the breaking of bread
that expresses it. That's how we give expression to it, and prayer maintains it. So if you can remember that, it helps, doesn't it? The apostles
doctrine is what makes the fellowship. The breaking of bread expresses it in prayer is what maintains it, and someone else has said that we
have perhaps illustrated here. The meetings that you and | attend, | trust we attend them. Where do we hear the Apostles doctrine? Here in
the reading meeting, don't we? Lord's Day morning we go and break bread as we did this morning. And then there's the prayers. There's the
prayer meeting. Do you make it to those meetings? | won't ask you to raise your hands. But I'll just ask you to answer that in your heart
before the Lord do | make it. If not, | would ask you what's the hindrance? Is there something that hinders you from being there? Maybe
there's something that is a hindrance to you. You need to be there. That's how you're going to be able to continue steadfastly. Could we say
this is the divine formula for going on with the Lord? This is the formula that God has given us in His precious word. And | can think of three
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there's many a multitude, we might say a host of many cloud of witnesses in the word of God of those that continue steadfastly, but one that
stands out in my mind is Joshua here was a man that. Was given the responsibility of leading the people of God through the wilderness. And
into the land. And that was a big responsibility, and there must have been many things to discourage that dear man. And yet he says. If it be
evil to you to serve, the Lord, choose you this day whom you will serve. And then he goes on to say, But As for me and my house, | will serve
the Lord. Would you say that he was steadfast? Would you say that he continued steadfastly? | would say so. There are many things that
could have discouraged him, but he continued steadfastly. And I'm sure. I'm sure he won't be sorry in a coming day for having continued on.
He could have given up. He could have said this is a rebellious people. It's too much, but it continued on. As for me and my house? We will
serve the Lord, It's almost like he was saying. You make your choice, I've made mine. How about you tonight, dear young people, people,
have you made a choice? And then another one that stands out in my mind is Anna. You know, it says that she was there in the temple.
Serving the Lord with fastings and prayers day and night. Now that's what the scripture says. And | thought to myself, when did this dear
woman sleep? When did she do the all the ordinary things of life that we we feel are so important? It says that she served the Lord with
fastings and prayers day and night. Now | don't doubt that she slept. I'm not saying she didn't sleep. But this dear woman's heart was so in
tune with the thoughts of God. She was so in the attitude of prayer.

And fasting that it speaks of her doing it almost continually day and night. | think that's wonderful. There's a a dear woman that continued on
steadfastly. She wasn't shaken by the apostasy all around her to giving up. No, she was waiting for that one that was promised to them, the
Messiah. And she, you know, she, she got to see the Lord Jesus. What a wonderful thing for her. To behold the fruition, you might say, of her
prayers and fastings. She continued steadfastly. And then it's hard to leave out the Apostle Paul. Brethren, | count my not myself to have
apprehended but this one thing | do. For getting those things which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which are before | press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. There's a man that continued, and he didn't just continue, but he
continued steadfastly. You know, there were many things that could have. As it were, 'cause the apostle Paul to leave that path of faith, he
labored. He labored in a way that perhaps we won't be called on to, and yet he did it for the Lord, and he did it steadfastly. He did it. He
continued steadfastly without wavering. The Lord helped him. You can't do it in your own strength, but the Lord can help you to continue on.
That's all | had was just that thought, to leave those two words with you. If you forget everything else, just remember those two words out of
that verse continued steadfastly.

Burbank Conference: 2009, God Wants to Be Part His Family (16:31)

Children—]. Bilisoly

You know, boys and girls, | want to start out with a verse, a very well known verse, a very, a very good verse in the gospel because | have a
concern this morning that everyone of you boys and girls have put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and know him as your own personal
Savior. You know, we've been speaking a little bit about how we've been brought into the family of God and that's kind of what | have on my
heart is to talk about families. And in particular, | want to talk a little bit about service serving, you know, umm, each of us here were born
into a family. And | don't know about your family, but when | was born into the family that | was born into, as | grew up, we would have little
jobs to do. And | wonder if that's true in your family too. And maybe we can find out a little bit about that as we talk together. But I'm going to
ask before we get started, I'm going to ask if any of you boys and girls have. Committed a verse of Scripture to memory that you would like to
share with us. | know some of you work hard on that and | don't want to disappoint you if you have been diligently working the last few days
or maybe even weeks to share something with us. Did you raise your hand? OK, would you like to stand up and I'll hold this up to you and you
can tell us what verse you'd like to share with us. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. ACT 1631. Thank you very much.
Very nice. OK. Believe on Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved in thy house at 1631. Very good. All right. Who else would you like to OK.
Any of you kids like to say the verse? OK, how about down this row? All right. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved in thy
house. Acts 1631. Thank you. Would you like to see it? OK. 300. I'll be safe at. 1. All right, Thank you. How about you? Would you like to say
it? OK. You want to stand up and. Please on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved at 1631. Thank you. Very good. All right, we'll
come on down. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved in thine house. Acts 1631. Thank you. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved in thy house. 1631, Thank you. Believe in Lord Jesus Christ, thou shalt be saved. Acts 1631. Alright, anybody
else but you too down here? Live on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved in thy house at 1631. Leave on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved. Acts 1631. OK. Thank you. And 67th and Jesus Christ. OK. Thank you. OK. And thou shall be safe. Umm. Thank you very
much. All right, did we miss anyone over here? See, we went down there. Did did | miss anyone? Any of you kids like to say verse? OK, I'm
going to ask someone else that didn't say this first, umm, if they would say John 316 for me. Because | think that's a wonderful good verse for
the gospel. OK, You want to stand up and say that? For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believeth in
Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. Tom 362, very good. Thank you. Well, you know, boys and girls, if we were listening to those
verses that were recited this morning, those two verses, John 316 and that one in Acts, the gospel message is so simple and clear, isn't it?
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. And then for God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. You know, | like that little poem that someone wrote about John 316.
It goes like this.

In our King James translation, if you count the number of words in that verse, there's 25 and it says it goes like this 25 words in John 316. No
greater words have ever been seen. 12 about ye a God and 12 about you. No 12 about God and 12 about me, Son in the middle who died on
the tree. So if you look at that, there's 12 verses. There's the little poem says about God and then 12 about me. And then the middle word in
that verse is Son. And | think that's nice because. That's who it's all about. It's about the Lord Jesus. Well, you know, umm, there's another
verse too that that verse, John 316, we might say brings before us the heart of God, His love towards us. He loved you so much that he gave
his Son to die on the cross. And you know, there's a verse that we could read in, in John 13. We'll just look at it real quick, John 13 and verse
one that gives us the other side of it, the love of the Lord Jesus for us. So in John 13 and verse one it says now before the feast of the
Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come, that He should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which were
in the world, He loved them unto the end. And then if you want a verse that's even more personal than that, you can go to the book of
Galatians. And in chapter 2 and verse 20 towards the end of that, the last part of that verse, it starts out like this, the Son of God. Who can



finish it? The Son of God who loved. OK. The Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me, very good. How much more personal can we
get than that? Boys and girls? Can you say that honestly in your hearts? Can you say for yourself the Son of God loved me and gave himself
for me? Can you make it that personal? Well, | hope that you can. Now, what | had on my heart this morning was to talk a little bit about.
Well, first of all, before we talk about serving. | want to talk. | want to ask you a question. Why would God save you? And |, you know, we
heard a little bit about this yesterday. We heard some of the reasons that that we might say that God would save us. Why would God save a
boy and a girl here this morning? Why? Why would he do that? OK, let's get some ideas here. Because God love us. He loves us. That's a very
good answer. God loves us and he wants to save us. What does he want to save us from? From a lost eternity in hell without the Lord Jesus.
Now we heard another reason. | | jotted down a few of them. We heard one yesterday that | | enjoyed. One of the reasons that God would
save us is. Because. He's providing a gift to his Son, the Lord Jesus. | thought that was a nice thought that God is saving boys and girls this
morning and men and women in this world because he wants to give a gift to his Son, the Lord Jesus. And you know, on a coming day, we can
read in Hebrews. I'm just going to read it because | want to quote it, right? Right in Hebrews chapter 2. The Lord Jesus is going to, as it were.
Take that gift that God has given him, his Father has given him, and he's going to say in Hebrews chapter 2. Umm, he says here if | can find
it. OK, thank you, Bob. It's, it's amazing how versus just disappear when you're looking for them. Uh, in Hebrews chapter, uh, two and verse
13, Behold, I and the children which God hath given me. Isn't that sweet? The Lord Jesus is going to take his church on display there and put
us on display before the father and he's going to say, behold, | and the children that thou has given me. And in that chapter that we're
reading in John, it's so sweet to me to, to just hear that.

The language that's used as the Father and the Son are communicating and they're talking about us. Now | want to ask you a very, very
important question. How do we get into this family of God? We've been talking about this family, these children, children of God that we are
when we are saved, how do we get into God's family? Can someone help us? We need to be clear on this. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. And
thou shalt be saved and that by doing that act, we're because we become a part of God's family. That's the only way, boys and girls, that you
can become a part of God's family. And he longs to have you a part of it. He loves you. Another reason that that God saves us is for his
pleasure. You know, we talked a little bit about that and you can go to the Book of Revelation and we won't take the time and in chapter 4. It
tells us that for His pleasure all things were created, and including us, His creature for His glory. He saves us for His own glory and for the
glory of His Son. Now there's another reason that God saves you and |, and | want to talk a little bit more about this because that's what |
have on my heart. He saves us. So that we can have the opportunity to serve him. Isn't that nice? Now I'm going to ask you a question. | want
to know how old you have to be to be a servant of the Lord. | see a lot of servants of the Lord in this room. We're going to talk a little about
that. How old do you have to be to be a servant? Whoops, sorry, do you think? What's your name? What? What's her name? Helena. Is Helena
old enough to be a servant of the Lord at 3:00, or is she too young? Let's get some help. Is she old enough? Yes. Oh, I'm so glad you said yes.
OK, you're old enough. You're old enough to be a servant of the Lord. That's wonderful. So let's ask that question again. How old do we have
to be to be a servant of the Lord? You don't have to be, you just have, you don't have to be a certain age. Good, Kevin said. We don't have to
be a certain age. You know, it's interesting, but there's a verse in the Bible. We, we maybe we don't think about this a lot, but | think it's in
Galatians. Umm, it it was a statement made by the apostle Paul in Galatians chapter one and verse 15. This is what Paul says he says. But
when it please God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me by his grace to reveal his Son and me, that | might preach him
among the heathen, immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood. | just wanted to point it out. Boys and girls, this statement of Paul's
Paul said that it pleased God. Who separated me from my mother's womb? Now that was before he was even born. And | think what that is
saying to us is that God had his eye on the apostle Paul even before he was born. And he said, I'm going to separate that man. I'm going to
call him, I'm going to bring him into my family, and I'm going to use him as a servant. Isn't that that nice? And if you know anything about the
Apostle Paul, he wasn't always called the Apostle Paul. He was called Saul of Tarsus, and you know what he did? He did awful things. He
persecuted Christians. He blasphemed the name of of Christ. He persecuted Christians so much that he had to say of himself later. He took
the place as being the worst Sinner. He said I'm the chief of sinners, or he said of whom | am chief, referring to himself as an awful Sinner
because he says | persecuted the Church of God. He felt that, and that was always a reminder to him of what he was by nature. But God, he
could say God called him from the womb. What a wonderful thing. And boys and girls, | believe this morning that God has his eye on each one
of you. He not only wants you to be saved if you're not already saved. And | hope you have come to the Lord Jesus. But he wants you to be of
service to him now. We talked about families. And things that we little jobs we have to do. Who would like to share us? Who? Who has a job to
do in their family? It's your job, and you're expected to do it with a happy, cheerful smile.

OK. What's your job? OK, make your bed. All right. That's a good one. How many have to make their beds? OK, | don't want to embarrass the
parents. All right? Umm, let's see who else has jobs to do, OK? | know. Do you have a job that you have to do in your house? What is it? OK.
All right, I'm not sure what that job was. All right, who else? You have a job. OK, | | know you're a little shy, boys and girls, and that's OK, all
right? You have a job you have to do. Chores. What kind of chores? Like sweeping floor. Sweeping the floor. OK, All right. Good. That's a good
job. What job is yours? OK. She brushes her own teeth. That's nice. All right. Mark Fours. Oh, OK, that's a good job. And one that's not so fun.
Do you like to do that? Good, good, good. All right, Kevin. Clean up. OK Umm, | think OK, we'll get get one more here. Take out the trash. OK,
Take out the trash. Good. | have. | do that still. | was going to say the same thing. OK, well, you know what boys and girls, what's what's
interesting to me is, is that most of you gave us some different job that you have. We didn't hear a lot of the same jobs. That's good because
there's a lot of jobs to do in a household. Well, you know. | was struck as we got to this conference here, that how many servants of the Lord
there were that | have been. Noticing and I'm going to just give you a little account here, We walked into this hotel, uh, let's see, this would
have been Friday afternoon and there was a servant of the Lord there that met us. He was sitting at a table and he gave us some helpful
information. And uh, I'm not going to say who these servants names are because | don't think they would want me to. Umm, but anyway, |
asked this servant how long he had been there and he said he had been there since, | believe, if | remember right, he said he had been there
since 8:30 in the morning. So | thought wow, here it was. It was like 3 something in the afternoon and the servant had been there since 8:30.
I thought wow isn't that nice? Umm OK so then we went to the the meeting room here in Shadow Hills for supper and there was a servant.
This servant was a lady and she was very helpful and she told us where we might sit. Umm everything was done orderly and nicely and |
thought wow. That is nice. There was another servant there. He was an older servant of the Lord, and he was carrying chairs and setting
them up and helping direct the removal of the tables to get ready for the meeting. There was a lot of service going on. There was a lot of
servants that were back in the kitchen area working busily back there, preparing good food for us to eat after a long journey. It was wonderful
to have. All these servants helping us and then, umm, you know, we, we came to meeting yesterday and there was a servant that was
making announcements very nicely. You know, they each had their job. There's another servant that was making this equipment work and,
uh, work. Well, it's just wonderful. There were, the meetings began and there were servants that spoke up and, uh, shared with us something



the Lord had laid on their heart. You know, it was beautiful. You know, | thought of that. It's like we're a big family here and everything is, is
working smoothly. Uh, each servant is doing their part. And | thought we could illustrate this very simply, children with a few tools that | bring
along when we take a trip, | always throw a few tools in the car and uh, you know, they're all a little different. They all do different things and,
uh, so | just brought them here. I'll just, uh, lay them out a minute.

OK, I have an assortment of tools here. Now let me ask you this. What do you think would happen if | went up to this servant that is operating
all this equipment? | said, you know, | think | could do a little better job. Just just let me do this. Umm, and I'll tell you a little secret. | don't
know anything about this equipment. So what do you think might happen if he's was a little bit shocked, but you know, he's, he's nice. So he
kind of moved over and, and, uh, let me do that. What do you think might happen? You might ruin the equipment. Probably. | probably would
ruin the equipment and our ears too. My support is making mess up what he's done. Yes, it would be a disaster It it would be like like this
boys and girls. | have an old pair of glasses here and there's some little screws and Brock, | was wondering if maybe you could help me here.
I'm going to just give these to you to hold and one of these screws is a little loose right there. You see them little tiny screws. So I'm going to
give you a tool to fix that for me. All right. You think you could fix that with that tool | gave you? Gonna have a hard time, aren't you? He's not
gonna be able to fix tighten that little screw with this. So let me give him something else. Maybe he needs something smaller. Is that going to
work for you to tighten up for me? That little screw right there, can you tighten that up? You're not gonna be able to do it with that tool, are
you? Alright. Maybe these will do it. | think that'll work. No, he still looks a little skeptical. | think | could just keep handing him tools and it's
not going to help. | need to give him the right tool. And I'm not going to really make you do this, but this is a little tiny screwdriver with a
very, very small head on it. And it actually fits because I've used it before. And with this tool | can tighten that little screw in these glasses.
Something else right here, We'll get a girl to help us. Would you like to help us? I've got some wire here and let's say | need a little piece of
that wire, so I'll give you a tool to. To do that, we'll use this one again. Can you cut me off a little piece of wire with this? No, not going to
work. OK. How about these little vice grips? | think you could do that with these. Maybe after a long enough time if you twisted it back and
forth, but you know, there's a tool here, boys and girls, that it's beautiful for that. It's got a little cutting knife in it and a little cutting area. So
I'm going to let you, umm, I'll hold this. You just slip in, slip in there and just cut a little piece off clear in. But just light it clear and OK, now do
it. See, see how easy that was? She had the right tool and that little piece of wire just snipped right off. Well, my point is, boys and girls, is
that we heard yesterday that God has given each one of us something to do. He's given us, each one of us something to do. And maybe it's a
little hard to to understand what that is, but we found out from some of your answers that we don't have to be any age to be a servant of the
Lord. We can start right away. And |, I'm sure that that brother that said that he's given us each a job to do or each a work to do. I'm sure he
was including you children too. Did you realize that you boys and girls, you know, not like | said, most of us here are being served at this
conference by many servants. You know, we're sitting where my wife and | are sitting. There's a whole row of servants. And you know how |
know that they're servants? Well, a little before the meeting ends. They all get up and they leave. And they file out and, you know, | know
why they're going out. They're going out because they're getting ready to service. Isn't that nice? And you know, there's so many things that
you boys and girls can do. We're going to just talk real briefly here. We're going to, I'm going to ask you to give me some examples in
Scripture of those boys and girls that were servants. OK, I'm going to start out with one and I'll give you an idea. OK, I'm thinking of a little girl
that was a maid to a Great War captains wife and his name was Naaman. And this little girl, it says she waited on Naaman's wife so she was a
servant. We don't know how old she was, it doesn't tell us what was her name.

Oh, oh, what was her name? | see some puzzled looks. This is kind of a tricky question. What was her name? Well, OK. Kevin. Did we know the
name? Do we know the name? Good question. We did not. We're not told. OK, who can think of some others? And, and there's a reason | want
to mention that we're not told what that little girl's name was. OK, Who else can think of somebody in Scripture? I'm I'm thinking primarily of,
of young servants because we're talking to children. This is children's meeting and we're talking to children. And | want to get from Scripture
a few other examples of servants. We have this little girl. Now we need another one. Samuel. Oh good. OK, he he mentioned one that I'm
going to mention Samuel. We're going to talk a little bit about him in a minute, but I'm thinking of few others. Let's see if we can get some
more. Think hard. The little boy who gave Jesus lunch. Very good. And what was his name? The little boy that gave his lunch. 5 loaves and
two fishes. What was his name? Aha, OK, very good. I'm glad that your kids know these answers. Again, another one little servant, but it's
we're not told his name. He was, he was just a little lad that one of the disciples named Andrew had found. He had a little lunch and
apparently he was willing to share it because the Lord took that little lunch and he multiplied that food to feed about probably about seven
times the number in this room. 5000 people, Just imagine. OK, who can think of another example in scripture of a servant? We're talking
about serving the Lord, God's family. Baby Moses, OK, that's a good one. Baby Moses. He served in the courts of Pharaoh, didn't he, for a
good part of his life. I'm thinking of another one, and I'll give you a hint. This boy had an uncle who we know as the Apostle Paul. Who can tell
me just a little something about the story so | know you know what I'm thinking about? He overheard the 40 men making the plot to kill Paul.
That's right. OK, let me ask, what was his name? What was that little boy's name? That heard that plot to kill the apostle Paul | don't know if it
says his name you're right we don't know OK that was 3 examples of a girl and two boys young boys he's called a lad so he was pretty young
they were servants of the Lord but we don't know what their names are now | just want to make this point boys and girls that when we're
given these accounts in scripture about. People like this, these little boys, these little girls that serve the Lord and we're not given their
names. | think the Spirit of God has a reason for doing that. And | would just like to suggest this very simple thought that. | think the Spirit of
God would like it if you and | would put our names in there. OK, now maybe we're not going to be called to do the exact same thing, but what
| mean is we too can be a servant and we too have a job that we can do. But remember, remember, we need to be content with what the
Lord gives us to do. I'm going to tell you a story. About that a little later. But just like, you know, these tools, these tools are very useful, but
they're only useful for certain things, OK. And you and |, the Lord has fitted us for a purpose. He fitted the Apostle Paul for a purpose. He
fitted that little boy with his lunch for a specific time in that little boy's life when he was going to need that lunch. He fitted that little girl that
was captive. She was captured, kidnapped, you might say, and taken to the land of Syria, a foreign country. And the Lord was watching over
her, and he used that little girl for blessing in the land of Syria. Well, he wants to use you and I. The question is, are we willing? Are we willing
to be used for the Lord? You know, there's a verse in Second Timothy, chapter 2 That talks about being a vessel. And a vessel is something
that can be very useful.

And Paul says to Timothy that if he would purge himself from those things that were dishonouring to the Lord. He says in verse 21, he shall
be a vessel unto honor, sanctified a need for the master's use and prepared unto every good work. Boys and girls, the Lord has something for
you to do He's he's going to fit you for that. And he wants us to be content. And when we're all working together in this family, you know, this
is a big family here in this conference and we have lots of needs and I've seen many servants here working Hardy. Heartily and and diligently.
And that is so wonderful to see that they want us to be comfortable, they want us to be happy and they want us to be cared for. And | think



it's beautiful when we see that blending together. That's how it should be. It should be that way in our homes. It should be that way in the
assembly. It should be that way in our lives, shouldn't it? These little vessels. Now let's look real briefly because we're running out of time. At
Samuel. So if you do have a Bible and you want to follow along, I'm just going to touch on a couple of things very briefly. We're told in First
Samuel chapter one. That Umm Hannah is speaking to Eli and she says in verse 27 for this child | prayed and the Lord hath given me my
petition which | have asked of him. Therefore have | also lent him to the Lord. As long as he liveth, he shall be lent to the Lord. And he
worshipped the Lord there. Well, | | think of Samuel here. It says he worship the Lord. He was just a young boy, but still you know he
worshiped and | think that's a beautiful. Umm, little touch that we learn of him is the beginning, you might say, of his career that he
worshipped the Lord, the beginning of his service, service for the Lord. And then it says in verse 11 of the next chapter, umm, the middle part
of the verse. And the child Speaking of Samuel did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest. And so now we see him ministering to the
Lord. He's progressing. See, that's what happens, boys and girls. If we're faithful in what the Lord gives us to do, it might be a very menial
thing. The Lord might entrust more to us, not that we seek that, but that's what happens often is the Lord entrusts more to us. And then we
have, umm, a little later in the same chapter in verse 18 that it says Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child girded with a linen
ephod there. It doesn't say that he ministered before Eli, but before the Lord. So he's progressing, isn't he in his soul? And the Lord is using
him, preparing him to be used as a vessel. And then, umm, a little bit later in that chapter, in verse, uh, 21, at the end of the chapter, | mean
at the end of the verse, it says in this child, Samuel grew before the Lord. He grew before the Lord. And then we have that beautiful verse
that | passed over in verse 19. His mother made him a little coat and brought it to him from year to year. Doesn't that touch our hearts? Hear
this little child not only grew in a spiritual way, but he was also growing naturally. We like to see our children grow, don't we? And so he
would outgrow his coat, and his mother would bring him a new coat from year to year. And then in verse 26 it says the child Samuel grew on
and was in favor both with the Lord and also with men. And we could read further if we were good to go on. Umm to like the the 19th verse of
the third chapter, it says again that and Samuel grew and the Lord was with him and did let none of his words fall to the ground. Umm then
the word of the Lord in chapter 4 verse one of Samuel and the word of Samuel came to all Israel or should uh read and what Samuel said
happened to Israel. So the Lord used this man and then we know as he got older and older, he became a mighty prophet. But he started out
worshipping the Lord and ministering to the Lord, and you know, boys and girls. When you do something for your parents or you just do a
kind little act, maybe even at this conference, you can do a kind little act. You can do it for the Lord, and the Lord appreciates that. It's
service to him. Well, | told you, | was going to tell you a story real quickly about a man that wasn't so faithful and it cost him a job that he
really wanted. There was a president by the name of William McKinley, one of our presidents of the United States.

And he was seeking to put somebody in a very high up position as being an ambassador in a foreign country. To represent him and to
represent the United States was a very important job. And President McKinley knew that it would take somebody with a very, very gifted
ability to fulfill this ambassadorship. So he had all these people that wanted that job, and he kind of narrowed it all down to two men. And he
could not decide which one of those two men to choose. They both were well qualified. And he just didn't know. So then as he was pondering
this dilemma, he remembered something that had happened a number of years before, when he was riding on a Street car. And he was still
he was a congressman. He wasn't the president at that time. And the bus had gotten very full. And he took the last seat. And at the next
stop, an elderly lady got on and she had a heavy basket full of clothes. And she was jostling around, trying to keep her balance as the
streetcar moved on. And she walked up and down, and no one offered her a seat. And he noticed, he remembered in particular, that she
stopped at this one spot in the aisle right next to a man that was a fellow congressman that he worked with. And he said he knew that the
man had seen her with her heavy basket. And he had a newspaper in his hand. And he kind of pulled it up so it looked like. He didn't see the
woman. Well, Mr. McKinley himself got up and offered, took her basket of clothes and gave her his seat. And he remembered that story. And
one of those men that he was deciding to choose was the man that did not get up and give his seat to that woman. And so he chose the other
man. So that man wasn't faithful and that which is least. And so he lost that opportunity to serve his president. Well, that's a feeble story, but.
Anyway, boys and girls, my point is, may we each have some little thing, Just do what we do heartily as unto the Lord and the Lord.
Appreciates that and values that. Well, let's just close with | just borrowed a book from the BTP stand. It's a pretty well known little song to us
and it goes along with what we're saying here. We'll just sing. The first 2 verses. The first verse goes like this. Umm, in the house and out of
doors, scrubbing pots and sweeping floors. Washing, ironing, mending to, these are things that | can do. And then the next verse in the house
and out of doors, chopping wood and doing chores, pounding nails or driving screws. These are things that | can do. I'll do it all for Jesus as
the course. So let's just sing those first two stanzas of that little hymn.
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Noon. | wonder if we could sing together 200 and 76276. Nsnoise. Hey, good hunter. Hungry. Oh, good evening, laundry. And knowing. All the
time union. All the sweet times gone by, love. Nsnoise. Just wanted to point out that expression pilgrims through this barren land. And also |
wonder if we could also sing the last two verses of the song before. 275 again emphasizing the thought of our desert path. And the end of the
song says of where thy path does lead. So maybe just the last two stanzas of 275. Through. | wonder if you would turn with me to the book of
Deuteronomy Chapter 7. | want to read a few passages of Scripture to begin with here, to lay a little bit of a framework for what | have on my
heart, and | want to read a few verses in several passages. The first one being here in Deuteronomy Chapter 7. And starting with the first
verse, When the Lord thy God shall bring thee unto the land, whither thou goest to possess it, and hast cast out many nations before thee,
the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Ammonites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, and the Hibites, and the Jebusites, 7 nations greater and mightier
than now.

And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee? Thou shalt smite them and utterly destroy them. Thou shalt make no covenant
with them. Nor show mercy unto them, neither shalt thou make marriages with them. Thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods. So will the anger of
the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly. And thus shall ye deal with them. Ye shall destroy their altars, and break down
their images, and cut down their Groves, and burn their graven images with fire. For thou art unholy people unto the Lord thy God. The Lord
thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not set his



love upon you, nor choose you, because you were more in number than other any people. For you are the fewest of all people. But because
the Lord loved you, and because He would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your Father's hath, the Lord brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out of the House of bond men. From the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is
God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him, and keep his commandments to 1000 generations. And
repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them. He will not be slack to him that hateth him, He will repay him to his face. Thou
shalt therefore keep the commandments and the statutes and the judgments which | command thee this day To do them now just turn over
to the book of Acts, chapter 13. And beginning with verse 16. Acts 13 and beginning with verse 16. Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with
his hand, said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience. The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers and exalted the people
when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it, and about the time of 40 years suffered he
their manners in the wilderness. And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he divided their land to them by lot. Now if
you would turn back to the book of Joshua, chapter one. And | want to start at the beginning of the book and read a few verses. Joshua
chapter one and verse one. Now after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua, the son of
Nun, Moses's minister sang. Moses, my servant is dead now, therefore arise go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, unto the land which

| do give to them, even to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread, upon that have | given unto you, as | said
unto Moses. From the wilderness in this Lebanon, even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the
great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. There shall not any man be able to stand before thee. All the days of thy life,
as | was with Moses, so | will be with thee. | will not fail thee nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage, for under this people shalt
thou divide for an inheritance the land which | swear unto their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou
mayst observe to do according to all the law which Moses my servant commanded thee. Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This Book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night. That thou mayst observe to do according to all that is written therein. For then shalt thou make thy way prosperous, and then shalt
thou have good success. Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage, Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

No, | just want to turn to again to acts. Chapter 20 for a few verses. Acts chapter 20 and just. Maybe verse 17. And from my latest he Paul
sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church, and when they were come to him, he said unto them, You know that from the first day
that | came into Asia. After what manner? | have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears
and temptations which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews. Now let's forsake a time skip down to. Umm. Well, there's so many good
verses here, but why don't we go to verse 28? Take heed therefore unto yourselves, unto all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood. For | know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore watch and remember that by the space of three years. | ceased not to warn everyone night and day with
tears. And now, brethren, | commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified. | have coveted no man's silver or gold or apparel. And so on. Umm, maybe we'll stop there. What | have
on my heart is the result of something that, uh, | heard many years ago, You know, I've, I've noticed, umm, in these meetings and typically in
most of our meetings, that sometimes the brethren will, as it were, drop a handful of purpose that maybe they won't because of time or the
setting or whatever. They won't. Develop what they've dropped. So that's what happened to me. Umm, someone, | don't even remember
where it came from, but | do remember that someone made a correlation between these seven nations that scripture refers to these enemies
that were in the land of Canaan when the Israelites were getting ready to go into the land. The seven enemies and what we have in the book
of Ephesians as to what Paul speaks of, of walking. So Paul in seven different passages in the book of Ephesians refers to walking and, umm,
the correlation, as | remember it was, uh, between those references in Ephesians and these enemies. And, uh, | will say up front, | do not
profess to understand much about these enemies, but over the course of a number of months | have been looking into it a little bit from time
to time. And | feel like the Lord has laid it on my heart and | feel like it's in keeping with what we've had in these meetings. And that is that,
umm, our dear brother that have been teaching us the word of God, | feel like have done so in the spirit that Paul had. And, uh, | just want to
say as perhaps representing a somewhat younger brother, and | think | speak for others. That | trust that we. Have appreciated what our
brethren have brought before us we spoke about generations at the beginning of our are looking into the second chapter of first of second
Timothy and passing things on and | | just appreciated that and | just feel like maybe I'll get in trouble for this but | feel like taking this
opportunity to thank my older brother for what they have sought I. In the spirit of what the apostle Paul brought before the Ephesians to bring
before us, and it says here, it said there that he labored for three years and that's a lot of time to invest in one assembly. And yet when you
think of the import of that assembly as far as what was given to them to the apostle Paul. Umm, | | believe and.

Paul would say readily. It was time well spent. But it wasn't without tears. If we just look again at that in Acts 20, it says the emotions that
that you feel there. And and then as you get to the end of that chapter, when they kneel down on the shore and they fall upon Paul's neck
and kiss him and they weep sore, it says in verse 37, sorrowing most of all for the words which you speak, that they should see his face no
more. He he had labored among them. He had endeared himself to them. He had taught them the truth and they valued that, and they wept
at the thought of not seeing Paul again. The Lord over time takes our brethren from us, doesn't He? One by one they pass off and it's an
exercise that | feel and | trust others, I'm sure others do too, that we lay hold of what is being given to us. Paul knew what was coming. He,
the Lord had revealed to him that when he departed off the scene there were going to be grievous wolves that came in and they were going
to try and take away what Paul had done undermine. And ruin the work of Paul's, his laborers, his three years of laborers and night and day
laboring for them in prayer. |, | believe that's that you get that thought that he he sees not night and day to warn them and and not not just
to warn them, but he did it with tears, with feeling. Paul was serious about this. It meant so much to him and we have other examples of
Paul's. Ardent desire for the welfare of the Saints. | just umm so value, | trust | do the older brother that are seeking to bring before us the
truth. What a, what a heritage we have. Umm and | believe that umm the book of Joshua. And type answers to the this epistle, this epistle of
Ephesians. Because in Joshua you have the children of Israel going in and taking the land. And we know that figuratively that land is is
heaven. And it's perhaps not just that, but all of those things that the land spoke of and that the land provided. It was a land that was flowing
with milk and honey. It was the land that as we sung in the stanzas of that that second hymn, the grapes were born between the cluster of
grapes. A land of plenty and So what are the umm? So Paul was concerned that that not be lost that that not be given up. | believe our
brethren have a a similar concern that these truths that are being let go, especially concerning what Paul valued and what Paul taught by
revelation from God. That they are being let go. And so in this, in this epistle, we have, like | said, these 7 uses. And what's interesting is, is if



you look at the Greek word, uh, for a walk in this epistle, it's the same in every case. It's the same word. And it has the thought of, of
marching and through and, and. Treading all around and being a becoming acquainted with it. And walking about in it. And | believe that's
what our brethren would like for us is they would like us by dropping these handfuls of purpose. They would like us to, to be encouraged to
give us a little, uh, you might say a little nourishment for us and, and to whet our appetite. And they want us to take up with these things too,
that we might be able to enjoy them in our souls and. Should the Lord tarry, | trust we won't be here that long. Perhaps in some measure be
able to pass them on to another generation. | just appreciated how that was brought out in these meetings, the the importance of laying a
hold of these for oneself so that we might be in a position to be able to share with others. Well, let's look at these. Like | said, | don't profess
to enter in very deeply. | haven't seen any ministry on this, but I've just enjoyed a few things in connection with these enemies that I'd like to
bring out. Perhaps you have enjoyed them differently or perhaps other things about them. I'm sure the the word of God is is so full and | do
want to be careful about forcing a type I. | think that can be a danger. | don't want to.

Make these things fit if you will. So | trust my brother and will. Uh, bear with me as | kind of go through these and, uh. And uh, also too, I, I,
uh, | want to say that, uh, these are just, I'm, I'm taking this up and way by way of application. And so with that in mind, umm, if we look at
the first one here. The Hittites. Now interestingly in my bit of study on this. | believe that all of these enemies were descendants of Canaan
through him, so ultimately they they relate back to him who was one of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Except for the, uh,
parasites, I, | couldn't find, uh, anything that would indicate that they were, uh, from the descendant of, of Canaan, descendants of Canaan.
But the others were, and in fact, one of them is, is called Canaanites. So sometimes in the word of God when you're reading about these
enemies. The Spirit of God will just use a general term and he'll call them Canaanites. And other times we get specifics. Umm, what is
interesting to me is that that list that | read in Deuteronomy 7 that I'm going to keep referring back to is mentioned at least two other times
in the Word of God with the exact same list of enemies. And those other two times, and perhaps there's more. Are in Joshua. We're not going
to look at them. The order is sometimes different, but it's the same number of enemies. And the apostle Paul himself refers to these seven
nations, as did Moses and Deuteronomy 7, lighter than them, than the Israelites. And so | think we have a basis then from that to at least be
able to say that the Spirit of God intended for us to know that there were seven enemies there in the land. I'm not saying that was all of the
enemies. But he lists those in those three instances together and puts them together. A7 And then Paul refers to that in his statement there
in Acts 13. So anyway, the Hittites, the Hittites were descendants of Health, and Health was the second son of Canaan. And it's interesting
that. And we're not gonna go into all the, all of the references about these because we just physically don't have time. I'm, I'm see, I'm
running, I'm gonna run into problems already. And if we don't get through them all, uh, my feeling brethren, is, umm, it doesn't really matter
if there's anything at all that we can take from this for our encouragement, for our exercise. | believe that would be the purpose of | TR. | trust
my purpose and the Spirit of God. So anyway, uh to. To get to this one here, we need to look at Abrams experience in, uh, Genesis 23. And,
and we're not, we're going to do this very briefly because like | say, we don't have much time. But if you turn to Genesis 23 and hold your
place in, in Ephesians, umm, we get Sarah's death in this chapter and then we get, uh, Abraham. | called him Abram, but it should be
Abraham. He stands up. In verse three. And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, | am a stranger
and a sojourner with you, Give me a possession of a bearing place with you, that | may bury my dead out of my sight. And the children of
health answered Abraham, saying unto him. Hear us, my Lord, Thou art a mighty Prince among us in the choice of our sepulchers. Bury thy
dead. None of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, that thou mayest bury thy dead. And Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the
people of the land, even to the children of health. And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that | should bury my dead out of
my sight, hear me and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he may give me The Cave of Machpelah which he hath, which is in the
end of his field, for as much money as it is worth. He shall give it me for a possession of a bearing place amongst you. And Ephraim dwelt
among the children of health, and so on. Well, then, there's this dialogue, and it's, it's like.

You know these these sons of health. Don't understand Abraham when it comes to this, this question of the bearing place. They they just
want to give him this and they even offer him the choice of of their sepulchers in verse six. But all Abraham wants is this piece of land that
was special to him and it had a cave called The Cave of Machpelah. And it was a place where he could bury his dead out of his sight. Now |
don't know what all the typical teaching would be, but what | have enjoyed. In my soul is that, and | should have read the first verse, that
Sarah was 107 and 20 years old. These were the years of the life of Sarah and verse two. And Sarah died and courgette Arba the same as
Hebron in the land of Canaan. And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. So Abraham comes here as a weeper and as a
mourner. But she's able to stand up in the presence of death, you might say, and in the presence of. Him and asked for this bearing place and
to where he can bury his dead out of his sight. | believe that the key is this that Abraham had learned. The value and the truth of resurrection
in the 22nd chapter, because we're told in Hebrews 11 That he accounted that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead, and so Abraham
had laid hold in his heart. Of the truth of resurrection. And so he can stand up in the presence of death, even though he is a mourner and a
weeper, which is very natural to us and proper, and he can ask for this place to bury his dead out of his sight. Why not in their chief
sepulchers? Why didn't he take them up on that? Because they weren't gonna they weren't gonna stay there. He he knew that there was a
time coming when they would they, they didn't need a fancy place. He just wanted to bury them out of his sight because he knew that wasn't
the end and that they were going to be raised again. | just valued that now to for the correlation in umm. For the first use of Paul's first use of
the word walk in Ephesians. Go to Ephesians 2. And Paul starts out and says, And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins, or in time past you walked according to the course of this world, according to the Prince of the power of the air, The Spirit thou now
worketh in the children of disobedience. Among whom also ye all had. We all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of wrath even as others. The God who is rich in mercy for
His great love, worthy loved us even when we were dead in sins, have quickened us together with Christ. By grace ye are saved, and hath
raised us up together and made us sit together. In heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. What | get from this, brethren, is that. Paul here is saying
that, you know, just like the, the, the man that dies, we were like that in our sins. We were dead in trespasses and sins. And God in his mercy
came in and with quickening power he raised us up. And not only that, he not only raised us up, but he made us. He raised us up together
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ. And Paul was reminding them that this was what you were, but you don't want to stay
there. You don't want to dwell on that. You were dead in trespasses and sins. But God has raised you up to me. What a beautiful thing. That
Umm Paul could bring this out to that that was essential for them to lay hold of that if they were going to be able to enter into the the beauty
of, if you will, of sitting in heavenly places in Christ together in heavenly places in Christ. The Hittites that we're talking about didn't
understand that they didn't value that. They, they, they, this, this whole. The thing issue of a bearing place is, is just they just don't
understand it. And just like it says, you know, the world knows this not because it knew him not that that the world can't understand us. They
don't know us and why we value so much the the truth of resurrection. Now, I'm not saying that | feel like there's a great danger among us of,



of not laying hold of resurrection, but | believe that the application I'm making here is that | do believe that there is.

Danger of settling down in this world as if this world were our home and in in effect like we were before God quickened us and raised us up
and | believe that that Paul is is reminding them that this is what you were but that's not what you are now and so if we can lay hold of that
and the and the enemy wants us to to not lay hold of that because. Umm, if, if there isn't resurrection in that sense. | mean if, if, if we. If we
lose sight of the fact that we have a new life now and that we've been quickened, we've been raised up. If we lose sight of that, then it's it's
kind of like what Paul said in first Corinthians 15 and this verse was was read or referred to in these meetings. He says what advantage?
What advantage of it me advantage of it me. If the dead rise not let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die. And what Paul's saying is, you
know, if if there is no resurrection, if there is. No new life? Then what's the point of suffering? It would be a wiser principle to act on, to just
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. That's what Paul is saying. But he spends that whole chapter almost in First Corinthians 15 about
emphasizing and laying down the value and the truth of resurrection. The Hittite to me. At least one application wants to spoil that he wants
us to forget about. The this new life that you have and so on and just live according to this world. Just live like the world does. There is a
danger of that. Uh, perhaps we don't go as deep as, as the world. I'm not saying that, but even to lose sight of the fact that this is not our
home, that we are only passing through and that our home is in heaven. We're seated there with Christ already, like the hymn writer said in
spirit there already. Umm, that's how Paul wants us to view this, that to be thinking about that like we have in Colossians to set our minds on
things about, not on things on the earth. Well, the next enemy that is mentioned in that list is the Girgashites. There's not too much known
about the but one thing that struck me was that | found out from my little bit of research that the name signifies or means clay, and that they
were dwellers of clay, of the clay country, the inhabiters of the clay country. And so I, | thought about that, you know, these, these were earth
dwellers, They were of the clay country. And you know the. The apostle John uses that expression several times. | think it is in the Book of
Revelation about dwellers on earth. And and the thought is not not that just because we're on the earth too, but that's not the thought that
the thought is the spiritual thought or application is that that we're a part of this earth that we take up with this earth and it's it's programs
and so on. And Satan is the God of this world. He's the the Prince of the power of the air. And the enemy would like us to, uh, be, as it were,
inhabiters of clay. Uh, if, if | can use that expression, umm, to take up with this earth to, to just settle into this earth. This is, this is our home.
So let's, let's enjoy it. Let's maximize our benefit in this earth. What does Paul say in? Ephesians chapter 10. I'm sorry, chapter 2. Paul says
this. And verse 10 For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that we should walk
in them. Wherefore remember that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called uncircumcision, by that which is called the
circumcision in the flesh, made by hands, that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel. And
strangers from the covenants of promise. Having no hope and without God in the world, and | have to reverse. 13 but now in Christ Jesus, ye
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. What | want to emphasize here, if | may and by way of application is that
we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus and we've had a lot before us in these meetings about. Being conformed more to Christ and
that that is the work of the Spirit of God in our lives right now.

Is to conform us more to Christ. And I've just enjoyed it in that sense that, uh, you know, just like you would picture, umm, someone taking a,
a Potter, taking clay and, and working it into something beautiful. The Lord is working in each of our lives to conform us more to the Lord's
enemies. We've been changed from glory into glory. And so he wanted them to remember that. No, you're not. Earth dwellers. If | can put it
that way, as, as these uh, Gergeshites were, no, you are, uh, his workmanship. You are a new creature. And so he says that, doesn't he? In
2nd Corinthians 5, | think it is, he says. Behold, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Behold, all things are passed away. Behold, all
things are become new. And He wants you and | to walk through this world with that sense in our hearts that we are His. Creation, if you will,
that new creation we're we he has made something new is making something new out of us. | I'm not explaining it very well, but umm, I've
just enjoyed that in connection with what we have here that we are his workmanship and what a wonderful thing is going to be in that coming
day when the Lord can as that were present us to the father and he can say, behold, | and the children. That thou hast given me, that we
have in Hebrews 2. | just, uh. Of him working in each of our lives sometimes it's painful, sometimes it's not easy, but boy, if we could just see
the end result. You know, you see someone that's very talented artistically and you you maybe look at what they're creating you, you can't
see it all there, but you just know it's going to be beautiful and you want it you're just eager to to want to be able to. Is there any way we can
turn that page and look on the other side and see what it. What that end result is, but, uh, no, it's, it's a little bit at a time that he works in our
lives. Wonderful. The grace of God with us. Well, the, the next enemy that was mentioned, uh, in this list in Deuteronomy seven were the
Amorites. Now the Amorites are interesting. There's a little bit more about them. There are, umm, references to that that help support some
of these things, and we're not going to have the time to. To go into them, but the Amorites were the most dominant of all of the enemies and
they were the most corrupt and, uh, in fact they were almost the, they were used kind of, as you might say, umm, almost like a, a gauge, if
you will, of, of the evil that they represented. And we see that in, uh, in Genesis 15. I'll just, you don't need to turn to it, but if, if you want to,
it's. The 15 where the Abraham is the Lord is speaking to Abram at this point, and he's telling him in verse 13 that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them 400 years. And also that nation whom they shall serve
will | judge, and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace. Thou shalt be buried in a good
old age, but in the 4th generation they shall come. Hit her again. For the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. And so as Abram was waiting
for this promise to be fulfilled, and it and it was in his seed. Umm, the iniquity of the Amorites was filling up. And, uh, so |, that, that's one
example of where you might say the Spirit of God gives us the, the Amorites as this, this measure, if you will, of the wickedness that was that
they represented and it was filling up and there was a time coming when the. Iniquity of the Amorites would be full and then God would come
in and judge them. And that's that's what we're seeing in in these. Referred to in these this book of Deuteronomy here is that the the Lord
was going to send his people in and it we we read what they were to do with them they were not to have any mercy at all they were to
completely destroy them and their idols and so on their form of worship because. God knew what, what would happen if they didn't. And
sadly to say, the story is that it did happen and, and they weren't able to drive out, uh, these enemies, umm, completely. And it, it caused all
kinds of havoc that, uh, carries on the consequence of it to this very day. Well, God is faithful, though, as we had, he will not deny himself.

So, umm. So these Amorites were, like | said, the, the, the most prominent and dominant of, of these and corrupt of these enemies. Umm,
there's one reference | wanna turn to though, in, uh, Judges chapter one and, and, and the other thing | want to mention while we're going
there is that, umm, these what characterized the Amorites is that they were, umm. They were a mountainous people. They dwelt in the
mountains on both sides of the Jordan River. And. Uh, they were, they were mountain dwellers and, and so let's keep that in mind as we go to
Judges chapter one. And then? Uh, first. 33. Or 34. This to me is a is a sad note. Umm, the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the
mountain and you say, well, that that sounds like a good thing. Well, no, not really, because and it it goes on to say for they would not suffer
them to come down to the valley. And | think in tight with the valley, we have the thought of fruitfulness and, umm, that's where the farming



would take place and so on. So the valley, you might say, would speak of. Of that, that fruitfulness and that, umm, umm, more of a lowly
position, whereas the mountain would speak of more of a lofty position. And that's what | took from this with the Amorites is that they like
that vantage point. They like to be on top. Umm, they wanted that high position, that lofty position. That proud position, Umm, so let's, let's
go to, to, uh, Ephesians and see Paul's antidote for this. And. That's in the 4th chapter. | therefore the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you. And
this is the third time he uses the word walk in this verse. That you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called with all lowliness and
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace. There is
one body and one spirit, even as ye are called, and one hope of your calling. Well, | what | took from this, brethren, is it starts out with with
pulsing. I'm a prisoner. That's not a very lofty position. And then he says, But he's a prisoner of the Lord, that makes all the difference. And
then he says that we he beseeches them. That's the word beseech is. With strong feeling that you walk worthy of the vocation where with
you are called, with all lowliness and meekness. It was fitting that he said that because he had given them lofty truths. And to think of of
being risen with Christ and seized with him in heavenly places, and other truths that Paul developed in those three years that he was with
them. And it was fitting that they needed to be reminded that. You you need to be lowly, you need to hold this, you need to walk in this in
lowliness and meekness and long-suffering. It's going to take patience and endurance because the enemy is gonna come back you feverishly
in this and you need to walk in loneliness. You know, pride is a insidious thing, isn't it? It's the first thing mentioned in the those seven things
in Proverbs six. | think it is that are abomination to. And it seems like it's the last thing to leave too. John speaks of the character of this world
of just read it to get it accurately. In his epistle, first epistle, he says for all that is in this world in chapter 2, verse 16, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. Is not of the Father, but is of the world and so on. And someone has said that it's kind of like a scale
of our lives. You know, it begins with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and then the pride of life is the last perhaps a little more
prevalent in those age categories as we age, the last thing to leave is pride. So loneliness with all loneliness and meekness is the antidote to
what would.

The enemy would bring in through the Amorite. Well, there's more that could be said, but uh, but those, those thoughts, the 4th enemy here.
Was the Canaanite. And his name signifies humiliation to be low. And that sounds good and sounds commendable, but when you look at the
line of enemies that come from Canaan. It's terrible and the the wickedness that they represent and we won't take the time, but you can, you
can turn to Genesis town and you can. And | think verse 15 and a few more verses you'll read about the descendants of Canaan and many of
these that we're talking about here in this this list are from these these descendants. Umm. So basically, uh, the, the Canaanite, what, what
does, what does he bring before us? Well, Canaan was the one, you'll remember that was cursed and, uh, by Noah. And it says a servant of
servants shall he be to his brother. And so | thought about that, that this curse that fell on Canaan made him a servant. But Canaan did
anything but act like a servant. In fact, he completely rebels against that idea of servitude. And if you read about the Canaanites, umm, they
weren't in the character of the servant, just the opposite. So what does Paul give us in connection with that? Because you don't really. And
we've had that before us too, haven't we? We've had the thought of service and the supreme example being the Lord Jesus. And those verses
were read to us this morning. Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but humbled himself. And made
himself obedient. I'm going to have to read it, | know it well, but at times things don't come to mind. Umm made himself a no reputation and
took upon him the form of a servant or a bondsman. Stronger than what we think of as a servant. And was made in the likeness of men. Paul
then to counter this enemy that would want to make us into something and we we love that by nature. That's our natures. We like to be given
a place. Paul has an antidote for that. So let's go to Ephesians again. And look at. Verse 17 of chapter 4. This | say therefore, in testifying the
Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding darken, being alienated. From
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them because of the blindness of their hearts. Who being past feelings have given themselves
over unto lasciviousness to work all uncleanness with greediness. But ye have not so learned Christ. And we could read on, but I'll stop there,
because what | wanted to emphasize was. That he brings out these things that are the tendency of the natural heart to walk in vanity and so
on. But he says that's not how Christ was. That's not what you learned from him, from his example. He was a servant, He humbled himself.
That's what we need to do. We need to be a servant like he was. Well, we're gonna move on because we're running out of time. The next one
is the parasites. And, uh, their name signifies villagers. So they were those that, uh, dwelt in villages. But there was something about the way
they dwelt. They dwelt in the open country. So they didn't have any walls, they didn't have any protection, there was really no separation, so
they just dwelt out in the open. Well, what could that maybe typify to us and by way of application? Well, we need to guard, be guarded,
don't we? And Paul takes that up in the last chapter of Ephesians, doesn't he? And he gives us all of this armor, and most of it, you'll notice, is
defensive armor.

And he tells us to stand. So it's not so much that we're going out and fighting with the enemy, as it were, but we're standing firm and we're
not giving up. And we have this protection against the enemy's tendencies and tactics that we see perhaps represented in some of these
these different nations that were there. And So what we have then in Ephesians. To counter this work of the enemy. In the in the parasites is
what we have in Ephesians chapter 5. And verse one, be there for followers of God as dear children, and walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us, and hath given himself for us. An offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. The fornication and all uncleanness or
covetousness, would it not be once named among yous, become a Saints, neither filthiness nor foolish talking nor jesting, which are not
convenient, but rather giving of thanks. And so on. And then he says in verse 7, Be not ye therefore partakers with them. Well, | thought of
these parasites as those that dwelled in these unwalled towns and villages. Like | said, they had no protection, they had no separation, and
there was no odor that was sweet to God. And so we need that, don't we? We need that. The wall up against we need to to walk in love as
Christ also hath loved us that's going to preserve us if we think of his love for us. And later on in this chapter 5 we get that beautiful example
of of the husband and wife relationship, the most intimate relationship that has been given to man and how it's such a beautiful picture of
Christ in the church and then enemy is trying hard today to corrupt that. And these parasites, they were the ones that they intermarried with
the Israelites. There were others that intermarried with them too, but they were one of the ones that did. And so they would come in and
corrupt that and there would be no sweetness to God. Our lives would not be that which would be an odor of a sweet smell to him is the
thought that I, | take from this. We need that wall of separation. We need to, to walk. In In Love. As Christ hath loved us, so that our hearts
might be preserved and be kept pure for him. If you are in love with someone. And devoted to them. That is a preserving factor, isn't it? And
you, Washington, you want to do what pleases them and you want to be there for them. | believe there's at least that application in these
parasites. The Hiveites are the 6th one that's mentioned in this list. Their name also signifies Villager, but a little different. They they dwelt in
towns and so on. And | think what they bring before us is moral corruption and darkness. And it was the high bites that corrupted. Umm,
umm, Jacob's daughter, Dinah in Genesis 34. We're not, we shouldn't take the time to look at it, but | just wanna make sure | got that right.
Umm, I'm sorry. Dinah, the daughter of Leah. So we, yes, it was Jacob's daughter, umm, it was the hiveites, these, uh, these men of



Shechem, they were high bites and they corrupted her and so on. Paul has an antidote for the Ephesians for this enemy. 2 and that's in uh,
chapter 5 and verse 8. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord walk as children of light for. Of the light it should
read instead of the Spirit there. For the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth, proving what is acceptable unto the
Lord. You know, if Joshua would have laid hold of this, of course he didn't have the Scripture, but this thought, this principle, he would have
been preserved from these high bites. These high bites are the ones that came and deceived Joshua. The Gibeonites, they're called there.
They were high bites and they came.

Received and said we're from a far country and so on. You know the story and it says they asked, they took of their vittles, they they ate with
them fellowship and they asked not counsel of the Lord. And the Gibeonites came in and they were a trial to Israel. They were hiveites. So
proving what is acceptable. Verse 10 and Ephesians 5 unto the Lord, proving what is agreeable to the Lord and have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness. But rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. But
all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light. For whatsoever doth make manifest is the light. Wherefore he saith awake thou
that sleepest. And arise from the dead in Christ shall give thee light. That's the antidote to the tactics of the enemy, the subtlety of the
enemy. You need the light to expose the enemy's tactics and subtlety. And thank the Lord that we have the word of God. It's a light lamp into
our feet, and a light unto our path. And the enemy can be exposed in his ways. Well, we have one more. And our time is gone, so we'll just
finish up with. The thought of the Jebusites now their name means Treader down. And if you look at the word, uh, Jebus Jebus, it's, it means a
treading under foot. Well, umm, that's different than walking around in the land, as it were, speaking spiritually and and becoming
acquainted with these things that we've been enjoying this weekend. That's different to walk about in it, to become familiar with it. Uh, every,
every place that the soul of, of, of our foot treads upon, | think in the sense that Joshua is using it as to lay hold of it, you've got to walk in it
to make it yours. And that's the point, isn't it? And the Jebusites, it means nothing to them. These, these truths don't mean anything to them.
They're a treader downer and treading down destroys and damages. And so we don't want to be like that, do we? So the antidote is what Paul
gives in. Verse 15 of. Ephesians chapter 5. See then that you walk circumspectly or carefully, not as fools, but as wives, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil. Wherefore be not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. | just take from this, brethren, that we
need to not only value these truths, we need to walk in them and we need to walk carefully because we have an enemy that is crafty and
clever. We have many enemies, and he wants to keep us from the enjoyment of these things. And so Paul says you need to walk carefully
and you and | need to walk carefully. You know there's a tendency. And it's easy to take up divine things, perhaps in somewhat of a careless
way. |, | say that for myself. I'm not saying what that we're doing that. I'm just saying that there can be that tendency. And so Paul says to
walk carefully. Well, there's much more that could probably be said, but I've, I've enjoyed those things and | want to close with. Uh, ] Business
Prayer and First Chronicles 4 as our own. You know, we've had some. Some wonderful things we've, uh, had brought before us the thought of
Philadelphia. We've taken up that second chapter of Second Timothy. And as was mentioned, a true Philadelphian should appreciate and
enjoy those things in that chapter and take them to heart and act on them. And I've thought of it this way. When we talk about these things, |
think in all that was brought before us, uh, when we talk about. Philadelphia, when we talk about, umm, the truth and so on, umm, well, we,
we even taken up the subject that we took up. | feel like there's a, there should be a lot about our walk and a lot less about our talk, a lot
about our walk and a lot less about our talk. | think, uh, as | gathered from what was said over these past few days, | think our brother were
saying to us. Do we walk in this? Are we willing to walk in these things? And the prayer of Jabez is a good note to end on. In First Chronicles
chapter 4 it says that he cried out to the Lord, and this is what he said.

Inverse Town and Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh, that thou wouldest bless me indeed and enlarge my coast or border. And that
thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me. And God granted him that which he
requested.

clickbible.org


https://clickbible.org/post/acts-1631-john-bilisoly-210973/

	Acts - Commentaries by John Bilisoly
	Des Moines Conference: 2003, Continued Steadfastly (2:42)
	Des Moines Conference: 2003, Continued Steadfastly (2:42)
	Des Moines Conference: 2003, Continued Steadfastly (2:42)
	Burbank Conference: 2009, God Wants to Be Part His Family (16:31)
	St. Louis Conference: 2016, Seven Enemies We Learn About in Ephesians (13:16-19)




