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15-16. “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel: for | will show him how great things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

He who declares the end from the beginning (Isa. 46:10) displays sovereign grace. Saul of Tarsus is a chosen vessel of the One he so
zealously persecuted (vs. 4)! The Lord does not speak of great things that Saul would accomplish, but of great things he would suffer. It is the
time of conflict, suffering and labor now. The day of rest and glory is coming.

17. “And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.”

The first words recorded by the Holy Spirit between a fearful follower (see vss. 13-14) and pardoned persecutor are “brother Saul”! What a
display of the infinite grace of God towards both. Divine grace gave courage to the obedient servant as it had reached down to pick up the
chief of sinners.

18. “And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.”

Saul had been blind to the glory of Christ as he energetically persecuted the assembly, entering into every house (Acts 8:3) and dragging to
prison the Lord’s people. But on the way to Damascus he was blinded by the risen Christ of glory.

Earlier he had seen no beauty in Christ; now he sees no one save Jesus only. The result is immediate obedience—he rises, a new vision, we
may say, filling his eyesight, and is immediately baptized. Oh! that we would ever walk with the Christ of glory filling our vision in this dark
wilderness.

19-20. “And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. And
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.”

The newborn believer, like a newborn infant, needs food—the sincere milk of the Word—and fellowship with those of like precious faith.

The moral order of Saul’'s conversion is beautiful. He receives sight, is obedient to baptism, is given food, and fellowships with the people of
God. Afterwards, he preaches the gospel to the lost—the truth as to the person of Christ. This is, as it were, the normal pattern of true
Christian conversion.

21. “But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came
hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?”

The grace of God is beyond the understanding of man—His ways are indeed past finding out. The former destroyer has, in Christ, become a
new creation. Old things having passed away, all who hear Saul know he is not the Saul who had come to persecute in Damascus.

22. “But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.”

While the new believer’s spiritual strength increased, the unbelieving Jews’ confusion increased. To them, void of faith and requiring a sign,
Saul’s preaching was a stumblingblock. But the Christ who had saved Saul of Tarsus was, and is, the cornerstone—the foundation of all
blessing.

23-25. “And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: but their laying wait was known of Saul. And they watched
the gates day and night to kill him. Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.”

Man’s religious heart is ever at enmity with God (Col. 1:21), who gives testimony of the Messiah to His guilty earthly people—and in
matchless grace does so for many days. But their unbelieving hearts will not have the sovereign grace of God, nor will they humble
themselves and submit to His truth.

Yet, the eyes of the Lord are in every place, and thus Saul, now a disciple of Christ, is aware of their wicked plans. The once haughty
pharisaical enemy of Christ must now taste what it is to be weak. He who wrote, “When | am weak, then am | strong” (2 Cor. 12:10), learns by
experience that there are times to flee in a basket at night, even as there will be other times of fighting with beasts at Ephesus. Christ in
glory gives strength to do all things.

26. “And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that
he was a disciple.”
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Here was further humbling for the servant of Christ. Rather than a reception of loving hospitality and welcome at Jerusalem, his former deeds
of persecution against Christians bear the fruit of fear—what Saul the persecutor had sowed, Saul the believer now reaped.

27. “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that He had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”

How wonderful that there was a Barnabas (the “son of consolation”) who in divine grace stood in the breach, commending the seeking Saul to
the fearful assembly. May we be a Barnabas today!

28. “And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.”
Before Saul began his public ministry there, he was established in public fellowship with the assembly.
29. “And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.”

Fellowship with the assembly in Jerusalem gave Saul liberty and the name of Jesus gave him authority to preach and reason with the Hellenist
Jews.

30. “Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.”

What happy fellowship! The brethren in Jerusalem did not just send Saul away from the danger, but they went with him before sending him
on his way.

31. “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in
the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.”

The assemblies were first built up, and then they were found walking in the truth they learned. The result was that the Spirit of God was at
liberty to bring comfort and blessing to them by increasing their numbers. Oh! that we too would walk in what we know today!

Ed.
The Christian Shepherd: 2001, Practical Reflections on Acts: Acts 8:36-9:14

Article from https://bibletruthpublishers.com/bible-truth-study-bible/btsb

Acts 8:36-9:14

36-38. “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized? . . . And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him.”

If baptism were necessary for salvation—if it were commanded of a saved soul—the eunuch would never have said, “What doth hinder me?”
A person under a command does not use such language. The only command given in this Gentile believer’'s baptism is his own command to
stop the chariot (see JND translation).

(Verse 37 is not in the most reliable manuscripts.)

39-40. “And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he
went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.”

The channel God uses for a soul’s blessing is not necessary for the soul’s rejoicing. Believers are to rejoice in the Lord (Phil. 3:1; 4:4). Thus,
once Philip has been used to bring the eunuch to Christ, he—not the eunuch’s rejoicing—is caught away.

God directed his servant to a new field of service—evangelizing cities—even as He had previously directed Philip to the wilderness to
evangelize one soul. His ways are past finding out (Rom. 11:33)!

Chapter 9

12. “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him
letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem.”

In Saul’s conversion, we see a striking picture of that which marks true salvation.
First, we see that Saul was an enemy of God, and he proved to be so by his wicked thoughts and works (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21).
Second, for all his religious zeal, Saul lacked love and compassion towards others, whether they were men or women (Rom. 1:31; 2 Tim. 3:3).

Third, Saul—bound by a religion of “do”—actively sought to keep others from being made free by the Son of God (John 8:36).
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3. “And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven.”

Fourth, though acting in good conscience, thinking he was doing God service (Acts 23:1; John 16:2), the darkness of unbelief blinded Saul to
the truth. True light must come from God (Gen. 1:3; Eph. 5:8).

4. “And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?”

Fifth, man—at enmity with God—must fall, humble and repentant, before the One with whom he has to do (Heb. 4:13), realizing that it is
against God, “against Thee, Thee only, have | sinned” (Psa. 51:4). Though our sin may often hurt or offend another person, it is first and
foremost against God that we have sinned.

5. “And he said, Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”

Sixth, Saul owns that there is One to whom he is responsible—who has rights over him. Thus he realizes that in persecuting Christians, it is
Jesus Himself he has opposed. Repentance is a vitally important part of salvation (Acts 20:21).

6. “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it
shall be told thee what thou must do.”

Seventh, unlike Judaism in which man spends his life doing in order to gain favor with God, Saul, now having divine life, learns what he is to
do to please the One who has become his Saviour God.

7. “And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.”

God'’s testimony—the gospel of His grace through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ at the cross—is going out in this world. Men may
hear it, but apart from a work of the Spirit of God, they do not really see. Faith is necessary to see Jesus (John 12:21; Heb. 2:9).

8-9. “And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into
Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.”

Christ now becomes the sole object of Saul’s heart. He, like the disciples of an earlier day, saw no man, save Jesus only (Matt. 17:8).

The work of conversion deepens. We have no divine record of what transpired in the soul of the beloved Apostle, but we may say that he
reflected upon the sufferings of Christ during those three days of darkness in a most solemn, real and deep way.

10. “And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am
here, Lord.”

The meaning of Ananias’s name is connected with grace. Earlier, in chapter 5, a believer named Ananias and his wife failed of the grace of
God (Heb. 12:15) and were removed under God’s governmental ways. Now the Lord calls another Ananias to a service—one which will both
show and require much grace.

How lovely to see the immediate and willing response from this Ananias. “Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth” (1 Sam. 3:9) is ever the spirit
that those redeemed by His precious blood ought to display.

11. “And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of
Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth.”

The path of service for the Lord Jesus may be difficult—one with trials and testings—but never does He send His servants on a confusing path.
Ananias is to follow a straight path to find Saul. May God grant each believer (for each has some service to do for the Lord) to follow the path
of His will.

Christian service includes obedience (“arise, and go” ), direction (“a street . . . called Straight”), and dependence (“he prayeth” ).
12. “And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.”

Though the servant of the Lord may not always know why he or she is sent on a service, the Lord who sends His vessel in service is perfect in
wisdom and love. At times the servant may ask as Peter did, “l ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?” (Acts 10:29), while at
other times, as here, the servant has a sense of the reason for his service.

But, whether fully understood or not, may the result of each believer’s service today be that of bringing spiritual sight to one abiding in
darkness.

13-14. “Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he
hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on Thy name.”

Ananias’s spirit is beautiful in its innocent concern. No unbelief is expressed as we see with Zacharias (Luke 1:18-20). Ananias’s expression is
one of loving concern for God’s people. Though ignorant of the exceeding abundant grace and ways of the Lord, this dear servant beautifully
displays divine, loving concern for God’s dear people. May it ever be so displayed in our service!

Ed.

The Christian Shepherd: 2000, Practical Reflections on Acts - 8:20-35
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20. “But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.”

And so it shall be with all who, in blind arrogance, think they can purchase that which God offers freely. “Yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price” (Isa. 55:1). “And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17).

21. “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.”

Man’s outward religious appearance, diligent efforts at good works, reasonings and philosophies of his mind—none are of value to God. Man
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). Let us ever remember that “He knoweth the secrets of the
heart” (Psa. 44:21).

22-23. “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For | perceive that
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”

The wickedness hidden inside (“gall”) and visible outside (“bond”) Simon had completely bound him. Yet God, in infinite, loving grace held
open a place of refuge—but it must be entered through the door of repentance. How vitally, eternally important is true repentance before
God!

24. “Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.”

Poor, blinded Simon! There was only one safe path open to him. He must bow before God as the publican in a prior day, saying, “God be
merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). Sadly, like King Saul (1 Sam. 15:15-30), there was evidently no personal reality. He desires Peter to
pray for him—to make things right with God for him. Fatal error! “There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).

25. “And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages
of the Samaritans.”

How beautiful to see the grace of God at work. It took a great persecution to scatter the gospel from Jerusalem to Samaria, by disciples
fleeing Jewish religious hatred. Now, as some disciples return to Jerusalem, they too preach the gospel. The persecution resulting from
Stephen’s martyrdom is still used of God to bring blessing!

26. “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto
Gaza, which is desert.”

While many preached the gospel as they fled from Jerusalem, Philip does not seem to have done so. He is referred to as the evangelist in
Acts 21:8. He is evidently exercising his evangelical gift when he goes (not “flees”) to Samaria to preach the gospel. After his work there is
accomplished, the Lord (not “persecution”) sends him to another location.

All believers are to do the work of an evangelist—whether in the daily tasks of life or resulting from persecution of the enemy. We are to be
instant in season and out of season.

Those who have been given the gift of an evangelist, however, have but one guide—the Lord’s voice. Philip’s path shows the Spirit’s leading
(rather than guidance by circumstances—see Psalm 32:8-9) in his travels to Samaria, then to the desert, and finally when taken to Azotus.

27-28. “And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who
had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the
prophet.”

How often in our lives, in order to bless us, the Lord must strip away all that we rest in—position, ability, wealth and friends. Then, placing us
in desert circumstances where there is no distraction nor visible means of support, He shows through His Word where the source of true
blessing is found.

The eunuch, with the intense longing of an unfulfilled heart, had made a difficult and, no doubt, expensive pilgrimage to the place where he
naturally expected to find heart satisfaction. Yet he was returning as empty and unsatisfied as he had come. But in that desert wasteland, he
was finally to discover true heart satisfaction.

29. “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.”

The Spirit’s leading and a willingness to identify with those in need are two essential requirements for evangelizing. “This man receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them” (Luke 15:2).

30. “And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?”
We find here three more essential elements of evangelization—eagerness to share, willingness to listen, and ability to discern real soul needs.

31. “And he said, How can |, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.”
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A sixth essential element of evangelization is humbleness. Philip took the low place until he was invited to come up and help the seeking
eunuch.

32-33. “The place of the Scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer,
so opened he not his mouth: in his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from
the earth.”

Nothing the eunuch had observed in the proud, unbelieving religious display at Jerusalem corresponded to the divine prophecy of Isaiah 53.

34-35. “And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, | pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.”

A seventh essential element of evangelization is preaching Jesus. May God ever fill the hearts, minds and lips of all who evangelize with that
precious name which is above every name.

Ed.
The Christian Shepherd: 2000, Practical Reflections on Acts - 8:4-19
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4. “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.”

We know that God overrules for blessing—that Satan can never get the upper hand. But these dear believers not only knew that—they put
this knowledge into practice. Those dear, persecuted Christians who were scattered everywhere did not spend time telling others of the
severity of the persecution, nor of how difficult life had become for them, nor did this persecution discourage them in the path of faith. They
preached the Word wherever they were scattered. The very gospel, which had brought this persecution on them, was the joy of their hearts
to share with others. May we use every circumstance of life to preach the gospel to others! “Be instant in season, out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2).

5. “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.”

Even the poor Samaritan woman knew that the proud Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. Apart from a work of God in their heart, the
Jews could never accept that the Messiah (Christ) would reach out in blessing to the despised Samaritans. Yet, in the day of grace, that is just
what Philip the evangelist had the joy of proclaiming—a message of blessing to the unworthy Samaritans through the Christ. Let’s not try to
determine who is worthy or not to hear of Christ—let’s just preach the gospel.

6. “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.”

God granted special signs to accompany what Philip said. Everyone who heard and saw paid attention to that message. In the measure that
our actions support what we preach, people will be willing to listen to us.

7. “For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were
lame, were healed.”

The message Philip preached was clearly marked by complete power over the effects of sin. We do not expect to see these physical signs
today. But they are ever in evidence spiritually. Those in the grip of the wicked one find freedom in Christ. Those unable to control sin and
vice which have overtaken them find liberating victory in Christ. Those unable to walk to God’s glory are now able to do all to the glory of God
(1 Cor. 10:31).

8. “And there was great joy in that city.”

The Old Testament history of the city of Samaria (the capital of the rebellious ten tribes of Israel) is marked by continual sadness, strife,
violence and destruction. And it did not become a happier place after the King of Assyria (2 Kings 17:6) overran it, carrying Israel (those
constituting the ten tribes) away captive. But now the work of God in Jerusalem, marked by great grace and great power, reaches out with
great joy to the hopeless.

9. “But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving
out that himself was some great one.”

Man ever strives—like Simon—to be a great one. But the gospel of God makes nothing of man, for its divine Author made Himself of no
reputation. Being great, the Lord Jesus willingly took upon Himself the form of a servant. Believing the gospel brings great joy and true
humility to the sinner.

10-11. “To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. And to him they had regard,
because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.”

Satan, the father of lies (John 8:44), would invest Simon with wicked demon power in order to astonish the people. There is much in the world
today which in the name of religion seems to accomplish astonishing things. But the true great power of God is publicly displayed in great
weakness. “And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will |
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9).
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12. “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.”

The truth of God, the gospel of His grace, produces its effects, not in a display of great power, but in a public display of the symbol of death
(the greatest example of weakness known in this world): They were baptized. The gospel makes nothing of man but everything of Christ, and
that through His death at the cross.

13. “Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs
which were done.”

Evidently this servant of Satan believed only what he could see. Simon desired power, and in Philip’s preaching, he saw the effects of a power
far greater than that which Satan was able to give him. He believed only that there was a power available greater than what he possessed.
Being astonished by these displays, he is baptized and connects himself in outward fellowship with Philip.

14. “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John.”

Here is a further, wonderful effect of the gospel of God’s grace. Those at Jerusalem—believing Jews—are brought to a place where they
happily have dealings with the Samaritans. Peter and John are sent by the apostles to express fellowship with the results of Philip’s preaching
and to be God’s channels of further blessing to the Samaritan outcasts. The true gospel always has this effect—bringing together in unity and
joy that which was divided and at enmity.

15-17. “Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet He was fallen upon none of
them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.”

Philip was mightily used of God to bring the gospel to Samaria. And through him, mighty works and miracles were wrought. Yet he is not
given power to impart the Holy Spirit to the new believers. How important that we fulfill the service the Lord has given us, without seeking a
greater service.

We also learn here that baptism does not impart the Spirit of God. Faith in Christ’s finished work does (Eph. 1:13). Though already baptized in
the name of Jesus, the Samaritan believers must wait for the apostles from Jerusalem to lay hands on them to receive the Spirit. Thus, in the
early church, the unity of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3) was maintained as the grace of God spread beyond the Jewish nation.

18-19. “And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, Give
me also this power, that on whomsoever | lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.”

The Lord had told His disciples, “Freely ye have received, freely give.” Unregenerate man seeks to make financial gain of the free grace of
God—whether by turning the temple of God into a house of merchandise or seeking to purchase the power of God.

Simon, though baptized (vs. 13), was still an unbeliever. Baptism does not save. Simple faith in Christ alone brings salvation to a lost soul.
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).

Ed.
The Christian Shepherd: 2000, Practical Reflections on Acts - 7:48-8:13
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Acts 7:48-8:3

48-50. “Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is My throne, and earth is My
footstool: what house will ye build Me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of My rest? Hath not My hand made all these things?”

The spiritually blinded Jews were proud of their temple, which had taken 46 years to build (John 2:20), thinking this insured the presence of
Jehovah. But He could not find rest in a building which had become, through wicked unbelief, a defiled house of merchandise (John 2:16). The
longsuffering presence of God among His earthly people was due to His grace and patience, not because of the presence of the temple.

51. “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.”

What good did the outward ritual of circumcision do, when they would not hear or act on God’s Word given them by the Holy Spirit? Of what
eternal value is the outward name of Christian—bestowed through baptism—if there has been no real work of faith by the power of the Spirit
in the soul? Such empty profession produces the grossest kind of conduct by those who call themselves Christians.

52-53. “Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.”

What an indictment! Their fathers and they themselves would not have these channels of God’s mind, even as they did not honor the Son
(Matt. 21:38). The law, divinely received (by the disposition of angels) that they might be blessed, served only to condemn them. How
exceedingly solemn today for any who have had free access to the divine Word of God and yet have rejected its truth.

54. “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.”
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The word given by Stephen, through the power of the Spirit of God, was living and “powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.” It cut
to the wicked “thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). But rather than allowing a work of repentance, which would cause them to
smite their breasts and cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), they react in the same horrible way in which those in a lost
eternity will react—they gnash (Luke 13:28) with their teeth on the one who has told them the truth.

55. “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God.”

What a view filled Stephen’s gaze—in the midst of the worst imaginable circumstances. He saw the glory of God and Jesus. And more, he saw
the power (Jesus standing at God’s right hand) of that coming kingdom (Psa. 63:2; Matt. 6:13; 24:30).

We are exhorted to be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). In the measure that is true in a believer, there will be a corresponding view and
enjoyment of the Lord Jesus crowned with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9).

56. “And said, Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.”

These wicked rulers had heard the Lord in an earlier day say to them, “But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to
forgive sins” (Matt. 9:6). Still ready to come back in grace and blessing to the guilty nation of Israel, the blessed and rejected Son of Man is
here seen standing (not yet seated) at God’s right hand. May we believers be ever ready, in like spirit, to show the patient, long-suffering
grace of God to a world so often guilty of mistreating and persecuting the children of God.

57-58. “Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast him out of the city, and
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul.”

What a difference in their loud cry and the loud cry of Stephen (vs. 60)! Their's was a cry of hatred at Stephen’s divine vision of Jesus
standing in glory; his, a cry of love and forgiveness. Such a horrible reaction is all the worse for the place of divine favor they had been
brought into by Jehovah. Yet this place of blessing only brings greater responsibility and condemnation in view of their wicked rejection.

But in the midst of all this darkness, God’s divine purposes and counsels shine so brightly. They can never be overruled or defeated by man’s
failure or the enemy'’s efforts. At this dark moment we are, for the first time, brought in contact with the zealous and overbearing Saul—Ilater
to become Paul the Apostle of the risen Christ, the vessel of the mysteries of Christ and His bride, the church. What grace!

59. “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
In every extremity, the believer has instant and effectual recourse to God through and because of His well beloved Son, Jesus our Lord.
60. “And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

Stephen had looked up in faith (vs. 55). Now he kneels down in dependence, submission and love. Every day of our Christian pathway, we
need to do the same—Ilook up and kneel down.

With words of love and forgiveness fitting to a child of God, Stephen enters the glory and bliss he had seen by faith—he fell asleep. “We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51).

Acts 8:13

1. “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and
they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”

How dark the circumstances seemed—how glorious the victory that God was working! The death of Stephen and the persecution of believers
seemed to be a victory for Satan, yet his attempts to destroy the assembly were thwarted in two ways.

First, the gospel was carried to many other parts by those who escaped the persecution at Jerusalem. Those in Judea and Samaria who might
not have heard that wonderful message, had the assembly in Jerusalem remained in peace, now were also able to hear of the wonderful
works of God.

Secondly, about 40 years after this event, the Roman army under Titus swept into Jerusalem and destroyed it, massacring most if not all the
Jews who remained there. This present persecution was used by God to send many believers to places of safety before this awful event took
place.

2. “And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.”

It is appropriate to mourn the loss of a saint of God. Though knowing that joy comes in the morning, we weep in this present night when
temporary separation through death takes a loved one home.

3. “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.”

Many homes in Jerusalem were privileged to host believers who gathered in assembly around the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst. Saul’s hatred
of Christianity, however, even set aside Moses’s teaching as to the sanctity of the home in the matter of pledges. “Thou shalt not go into his
house to fetch his pledge” (Deut. 24:10). In faith, the Christians had pledged their souls to Christ. The insolent, overbearing zealot was busily
dragging that pledge back, either to Judaism or off to prison and death.

Ed.
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34. “I have seen, | have seen the affliction of My people which is in Egypt, and | have heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver
them. And now come, | will send thee into Egypt.”

Our wonderful God is a seeing, hearing and delivering Saviour God. Though at times, while we are passing through adversity, it may seem
that He is not taking notice of our trials, still faith trusts Him. Not one thing through which His child passes is unimportant to the Father. And
at the perfect time, and in the perfect way, He will come in to deliver.

35. “This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the
hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush.”

The heart of the Israelite slaves was so faithless that they dared to question and reject the very one God raised up to deliver them. This same
danger exists today among God’s people. Self-will may reject a servant—God’s messenger or deliverer—when sent in a time of individual or
collective trial or difficulty.

36. “He brought them out, after that He had showed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty
years.”

Their sad unbelief did not turn God from His purpose of blessing. Egypt, the Red Sea and the forty years of wilderness journey proved two
things: (1) God’s purposes of grace were unchanged, and (2) the Israelites’ hard heart of self-will and unbelief was also unchanged. Now, in
Stephen’s day, the final appeal was being made to this stubborn people—the often unthankful recipients of divine long-suffering grace and
kindness.

37-38. “This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like
unto me; Him shall ye hear. This is He, that was in the church [assembly] in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount
Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us.”

How solemn! “This is that Moses” —a special, chosen vessel of God. He was sent not only to be a deliverer, but he had communed with God,
and he spoke the Word of God to them. To reject a servant is to reject God and His Word and to miss the blessing that He would send through
that channel.

39. “To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt.”

The sad work of rejection of God’s authority over them began in their hearts. It was there where they first rejected Moses that they in spirit
turned back to the world. How important for believers to guard their heart’s affections!

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23).

40-41. “Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is
become of him. And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.”

Though they received the “living oracles” (the Word of God), it did not profit them, because it was not mixed with faith in them that heard it
(Heb. 4:2). Man is religious by nature, but without faith, human reason and his lusting heart will take him from truth and light and into idolatry
and the world.

We rightly recoil at the awfulness of worshipping an image (the golden calf; Ex. 32:4) in the place of God. But even believers can be caught
up in that spirit of idolatry—the allowance of an object that replaces the blessed Lord in the affections of the heart. And these idols—such as
wealth, fame, careers or hobbies—are just as repulsive to God as the calf that Aaron fashioned from the golden earrings.

42-43. “Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel,
have ye offered to Me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness? Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and
the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon.”

What solemn consequences they reaped! Though chosen of God—His precious, peculiar people—He allowed them to follow the desires of
their heart, desires which resulted in seventy sad years of captivity in Babylon. They lost the enjoyment of that good land, flowing with milk
and honey, to which Jehovah in long-suffering grace had brought them.

What sorrow and loss Christians experience today—those who have been caught up in the idolatry of humanism, which encourages
self-pleasing. Let none be deceived. There will be in each life a time of reaping the fruits of such a course of self-will.

44, “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it
according to the fashion that he had seen.”

More solemn yet! During the very time when they were taken up with idolatrous worship, in their midst was the divine witness of the true
God. How dark and horrible the blindness that could not see the glory of Jehovah displayed in the tabernacle.
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45-47. “Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus [Joshua] into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before
the face of our fathers, unto the days of David; who found favor before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. But
Solomon built Him an house.”

Generation after generation in Israel’s history, though often involved with idolatry, experienced the gracious presence of Jehovah. The
tabernacle, with them in the wilderness and the promised land, finally gave way to the glorious temple Solomon built in Jerusalem. But the
wonder and privilege of having the presence of Jehovah among them only made them more solemnly responsible for their idolatry and dark
unbelief.

“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required” (Luke 12:48).

Ed.
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20. “In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father’s house three months.”

Moses was the deliverer God would use to bring His beloved people out of Egypt’s slavery. How fair (or, lovely [JND]) he was to God. Amram
and Jocabed’s faith shone brightly. Seeing Moses as God saw him, they diligently and lovingly nourished him for those three critically
important months.

Christian parents have very little time with their precious lambs before the world begins to exert its influence—attempting to claim them for
its own selfish, godless purposes. May each Christian family see to it that their home is a place of nourishment for their beloved children.

21. “And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own son.”

In his father’s house, Moses was nourished for God’s glory and the blessing of His people. In the palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, he was
nourished according to her desires and for the good of Egypt. For which world are we seeking to nourish our children and our younger
brethren?

22. “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.”

Moses had two natural abilities most valued by the world—eloquence and courage. Added to this, Egypt taught him its special wisdom—a
wisdom so advanced that it engineered and constructed the great pyramids. Moses had gained every quality necessary to become a
“productive member of society.” One possessing such abilities as he might go far, making a great name for himself in this world.

23. “And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.”

Here we find the faith of Moses’s parents rewarded. When the time of testing came—full forty years old—Moses visits his brethren. With all of
Egypt’'s wisdom and advantages, his heart had been attached to God’s people—his people. Moses desires to leave Egypt’s fair courts to visit
a poor, enslaved people.

24. “And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian.”

All too often, we, like Moses, seek to do a right thing in a wrong way. Love for his brethren caused Moses to seek to deliver the oppressed
from his persecutor. But he had not God’s guidance in the way he sought to deliver his brother.

25. “For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not.”

The people of God rejected Moses, when he would have delivered them, not understanding the desire of his heart for their good. The Jewish
leaders, rather than believing Stephen’s words and finding true deliverance, through hardness of heart didn’t understand God’s desire to
deliver them from a bondage far worse than Israel experienced in Egypt.

26. “And the next day he showed himself unto them as they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why
do ye wrong one to another?”

Not only did Moses desire to see his brethren delivered from slavery, but he desired their happy oneness. “How good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Psa. 133:1). The desire for liberty and unity for the people of God ought to animate each servant of
Christ.

27. “But he that did his neighbor wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us?”

The guilty seeks to justify himself, even as the guilty leaders of Israel sought to justify their horrible sin against the Lord Jesus by seeking to
silence Stephen. The blinded eyes of the Israelite slave were an apt picture of the blinded eyes of the nation of Israel. Rather than seeing in
Moses and in Christ deliverers who would have freed them from bondage, they only see a ruler and a judge.

28. “Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst the Egyptian yesterday?”
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A bad conscience and a hardened heart accuse the blesser with bringing death rather than deliverance. But it is the wages of sin which bring
death. And the nation of Israel had sinned in the most horrible way possible—slaying the Lord of glory—the Messiah—who came to deliver His
people from their sins. Rather than repenting, the nation, as did the Israelite in Moses’s day, rejected the only One who could deliver them
from their bondage.

29-30. “Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. And when forty years were
expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.”

If the blindness of the nation of Israel was so great that it did not allow the Lord to do many mighty works—did not allow Him to bring them
into blessing at that time—there still would be fruit. Christ, the perfect antitype of Joseph was that true “fruitful bough . . . whose branches
run over the wall.” Thus the Gentiles are brought into blessing through His rejection by Israel.

But God was still working with His beloved earthly people: The bush was burning but not consumed.

31-32. “When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him, saying, | am the
God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold.”

The God of the Patriarchs was sustaining Israel through its trials and suffering in Egypt. The bush which burned but was not consumed was a
picture of the fiery trials through which they passed.

Moses showed an appropriate fear of God. When God, in the person of the Son, walked among His beloved people, the nation collectively
showed no such fear of God in their blinded hatred and rejection of the Lord Jesus. Those who looked with the eye of faith saw who it was that
stood in their midst.

33. “Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground.”

Nothing from within himself could ever provide man with the ability to stand in God's holy presence. If Moses were to stand there and if he
were to serve God acceptably, he must learn that his shoes (man’s ability to serve) were of no value—rather they were an offense to the
presence of holy God.

Ed.
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1-2. “Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our
father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran.”

Ever since Adam sought excuse for his sin—“the woman whom Thou gavest to be with me” (Gen. 3:12)—man has been defending his sin. So,
though well knowing that the charges against Stephen were lies, the high priest expected the accused to defend his innocence. Such a course
would have given credence to the false charges and made the wicked religious leaders appear to be desirous of the truth.

But dear Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, begins to talk about God rather than himself. What a lesson! Let us ever speak well of Christ, while
never seeking to defend ourselves before the world.

3-5. “And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which | shall show thee. Then came he out
of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye
now dwell. And He gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet He promised that He would give it to him for a
possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child.”

The Jews were clinging to a place and customs (Acts 6:13-14) but lacked faith, without which it is impossible to please God. Stephen, guided
by the Holy Spirit, takes them back to Abraham, in whom they also boasted, showing that he moved by faith, not by sight.

6-7. “And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat
them evil four hundred years. And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will | judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth,
and serve Me in this place.”

It should have touched these hard-hearted religious leaders’ consciences that they, too, were now in bondage (to the Romans), and like their
fathers in Egypt, they, too, needed deliverance.

The place (Jerusalem, the temple and the nation) of which they were so proud was not now where they by faith served Jehovah, but a place of
pride to them (John 2:16). How sad when Christianity—that which in the reality of faith brings a soul to the place of nearness to God in
Christ—becomes only a source of faithless, fleshly, religious pride of heart.

8-9. “And He gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat
Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him.”

Though they might take pride in their heritage as having Abraham for their father (John 8:53), the Spirit of God was using Stephen to exercise
their conscience about their fathers’ rejection—due to envy and unbelief—of God’s deliverer.
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These same fleshly feelings may cause believers today to reject one of God’s servants, sent in grace to help them, because they are passing
through difficulties or so that the difficulties may not have to be experienced.

10. “And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him
governor over Egypt and all his house.”

It should have been apparent to these hard-hearted religious leaders that if God were with Joseph (see verse 9) in blessing and raising him to
a place of prominence in Egypt, He could not have been with the patriarchs who sold him into slavery.

Was Jehovah with them now in their false accusations against Stephen? How sad for a person to take a stand in direct opposition to the mind
of God.

11. “Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance.”

Jehovah’s promise to bless Jacob was unconditional, but the patriarchs were going to be passed through a time of reaping the consequences
of their wicked treatment of Joseph, before they could enjoy the promised blessing of God.

12-14. “But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. And at the second time Joseph was made known to
his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred,
threescore and fifteen souls.”

If those religious leaders had listened with ears of faith, they too would have heard the blessed, life-giving message: There is corn in Egypt.
But to receive that blessing, they must humble themselves, admitting their guilt in betraying their Joseph—delivering the Messiah to be
crucified by the Romans. The time is yet future when He will be made known to a repentant nation of Israel.

Joseph called all his kindred to himself. How God desires the blessing of whole families (Acts 16:31)!

15-17. “So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, and were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that
Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had
sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt.”

The one part of this world that Abraham seems to have owned was a place to bury his dead (Gen. 23:4). He “looked for a city . . . whose
builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10). May it be so with us. The time when we shall be caught up to be forever with the Lord draws nigh. He
has promised mansions in the Father’'s house for those who trust Him. Faith does not fear that the Romans shall come and take away both
our place and nation, as did these unbelieving Jews, for we belong to a better country (Heb. 11:16).

18-19. “Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. The same dealt subtilely with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they
cast out their young children, to the end they might not live.”

Satan is ever the same in his hatred of Christ and those redeemed by His precious blood. He uses every means at his disposal to bring
Christian parents into such cruel slavery and bondage in this present evil world that they cannot display the energy of prayer or the courage
of faith in the preserving of their beloved children. His most successful means are often very subtle—hidden under an attractive and
harmless-appearing surface. But this wicked angel of light has one object—spiritual devastation, often achieved through the destruction
(moral more than physical) of believers’ children.
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4. “But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”

Satan’s attempt to turn the apostles aside from ministering the truth to the assembly in dependence upon God fails. The two vital and
essential bulwarks of Christian growth are prayer and reading the Bible. Satan uses all means necessary to hinder believers from daily
attending to these two vital spiritual activities. May we have purpose of heart to continue instant in prayer and reading, never giving in to
distractions the enemy may place in our way as we walk the path of faith.

5-7. “And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: whom they set before the apostles: and when they
had prayed, they laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly;
and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

Dependence on God and a desire for peace and blessing in the assembly produce a wonderful display of grace. The seven who were selected
were all Grecian believers—the very group who were concerned that their widows were being neglected in the daily ministrations! (See
verses 13, 5.)

Another vitally important assembly principle seen here is that ministry must be carried out in fellowship with the apostles’ doctrine. There is
great activity today done in the name of Christianity. But if the apostles have not expressed fellowship (laying on of the hands) with it, that is,
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if the ministry is not carried out according to divine truth taught by the apostles, believers do well to separate themselves from such things.
The assembly in all its ways should always be in fellowship with the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42).

8. “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.”

As the day of grace draws to a close, we do not expect to see great wonders and miracles marking Christianity. But believers need more than
ever to walk diligently in the fear of God. Walking to His glory amid the confusion of professing Christianity will still require great faith and
being filled with the Spirit.

9. “Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them
of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.”

Where the Spirit of God is working, Satan will ever be found opposing. But God was infinitely above the enemy’s efforts to cause the growing
hatred and eventual murder of Stephen. They of Cilicia, whose chief city was Tarsus, must surely have included an insolent, overbearing
young man named Saul (1 Tim. 1:13 JND). Gathered together with those who vehemently denied the gospel, he was to become a tremendous
trophy of the mighty, sovereign grace of God!

10. “And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.”

Had Stephen by nature been nothing more than an eloquent speaker, these wicked men would have been able to resist and confound his
message. But he spoke as the Spirit gave him utterance (Acts 2:4), and they were powerless to withstand his words. The wonderful, divine
truth of God, when spoken in any circumstance and in any age, always renders the enemy’s opposition powerless. But it is not the ability of
the speaker that brings about this effect—it is due to the power of the living Word of God.

11. “Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God."”

Open opposition of the truth is raised against Stephen by those who hated the truth. The one who motivated their actions—Satan—is a liar
and the father of it (John 8:44), and they were those who changed the truth of God into a lie (Rom. 1:25). They seek to influence the people
using the lie of blasphemy against Moses and God. But this only shows the real condition of their heart. Moses, the servant of Jehovah—a
mere man—has become more important to them than the God he faithfully served. In the garden Satan led man into sin by suggesting that
he could become as gods (Gen. 3:5).

12. “And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council.”

The people come first. Once the crowds are stirred up, the wicked leaders feel safe to move according to the desires of their hearts. They had
feared the people when the Lord Jesus was here, had used the people to gain their wicked ends with Pilate, and had deceived the people
concerning His glorious resurrection. Now they act toward the servant as they had previously acted toward the Master (Matt. 10:25). Today
the world, which chose Barabbas instead of Jesus, still rejects God's truth.

13. “And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law.”

The sinful, dark condition of the Jewish leaders’ hearts is clearly displayed. Stephen is no longer accused of speaking against Moses and God,
but against the temple and the law. And even in this, the Word of God is last. They had turned the Father’s house of prayer into a house of
merchandise while arrogantly flaunting the law they wouldn’t obey. Man's religion glorifies and worships what is seen, while it only pretends
to value God’s Word.

14. “For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.

The hatred of man’s heart willingly and knowingly twists the truth of God. How dangerous are the thoughts of the religious man in whose
dark, lifeless heart dwells such animosity against Light, Love and Truth! God’s Word then—as today—is to unsaved man nothing more than a
book of customs.

15. “And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.”

Stephen’s countenance proved the reality of his faith in God’'s Word, before he spoke. Again we see that action comes before words
(James 2:17).
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Acts 5:34-6:3

34-35. “Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and
commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; and said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as
touching these men.”
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Though not a divine message, Gamaliel’s warning was timely. Man, so hardened against God’s truth, may still be swayed by human reason
and may even do the right thing, though without faith in God.

36-37. “For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined
themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in
the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.”

With all his natural learning, Gamaliel could only equate Jesus, the Son of God, with two common criminals. His human reasoning is flawless,
but there is no heart attachment to the ascended Christ. This brilliant and respected doctor of Jewish law by wisdom knew not God, for the
preaching of Jesus was foolishness to him (1 Cor. 1:18).

38-39. “And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.”

Gamaliel would exercise prudence in his advice. Though he evidently did not believe in his heart (else he would have openly embraced
Christianity), he encourages caution just in case the evident, mighty work was of God!

He seeks neutrality, distancing himself from the hatred of the other Jewish leaders, which, to his cultured mind, was unreasonable. But
though he cautions not to fight against God, Gamaliel did not realize that his prudence was as much a rejection of the truth as the open
hatred of his brethren. There can be no neutrality with Christ, for the soul that “is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not with
Me scattereth abroad” (Matt. 12:30).

40. “And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the
name of Jesus, and let them go.”

For all of Gamaliel’s reputation, wisdom and prudence, the hearts of the Jewish leaders remain implacable and unchanged in their hatred of
Jesus and the gospel of His resurrection. Beatings and threats are the manner in which these hypocrites “refrain” from hindering the work of
God!

41. “And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.”

The reality of the gospel and faith in the risen Jesus of Nazareth is evidenced in the early church not only in miracles and acts of mighty
power, but in seeing those who suffer unrighteously filled with joy. What a testimony to this dark world when a believer suffering for the
name of Christ at the hands of wicked men does so with joy, counting such to be a privilege! (See 1 Peter 2:19; 2 Timothy 3:12.)

42. “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

The apostles submit to the unrighteous beatings, but they did not heed the Jewish leaders’ wicked commands to cease preaching the glorious
gospel. We should expect and submit to unrighteous persecution for the blessed name of Jesus. But let us never cease doing the work of an
evangelist.

Chapter 6:13

1. “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews,
because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.”

Satan, unable to hinder the early assembly by outward persecution, seeks to corrupt it by discontent from within. The Grecians may have had
good reason for their concerns, but the apostles had just given the brethren a wonderful example of quietly suffering injustices and wrongs.

How vital to the spiritual health of assemblies that this humble spirit still characterize the interactions of believers. “Be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32).

2. “Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve
tables.”

Both services are necessary—ministering the Word and ministering to practical needs. But the apostles’ service was clearly to teach the
doctrine of Christ to believers—the apostles’ doctrine. If Satan were successful in drawing them away from that vitally important ministry, a
greatly weakened assembly would result.

Each saint of God—young and old—has some specific ministry to accomplish for the glory of Christ and the blessing of His body, the
assembly. In any measure that Satan is able to draw one away from their appointed ministry, the body of Christ suffers lack. May we all be
diligent in fulfilling that which our blessed Head, the Lord Jesus, has given each to do (Col. 4:17; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6).

3. “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over
this business.”

The importance of moral weight in personal life is seen early in the assembly. We might think that the first requirement for deacon ministry is
that one be full of the Holy Spirit. Yet, though absolutely vital, the Spirit has seen fit to mention “honest report” first. This principle—that one
carry moral weight before the world and his brethren—is vital for the health and welfare of the assembly. Today, even though there are no
longer apostles, it is just as critical that the life and ministry of each believer be marked by being of honest report.

Ed.
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15-16. “Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter
passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks,
and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.”

A shadow is cast by something which exists in the light. The more believers walk in the light of the glory of God, revealed in the face of Jesus
Christ (2 Cor. 4:6), the more blessing will result to the spiritually needy with whom they may come in contact.

17-18. “Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation,
and laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.”

What is darker than a faithless, godless religion! Through the apostles’ preaching in the name of Jesus, everyone in need who came to the
Lord had been healed in Jerusalem. This was the city where blessing was to flow out to the whole world, had the Jews received their Messiah.
But the weak, unbelieving leaders—quilty of His death—angrily try to stop the blessing.

19-20. “But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to
the people all the words of this life.”

It was night, morally, in the hearts of the leaders of the nation of Israel. They would lock away in prison the truth, even as they had delivered
to death the One who is truth. But it is at the morally darkest times, when it seems most impossible to testify of the Lord Jesus, that His
power brings liberty and freedom to preach the life-giving message.

21. “And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were
with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.”

The Lord Jesus gives liberty; religion imprisons. How far from Jehovah had the leaders of the nation gone! Those who were responsible to be
in the temple, leading the people in worshipping God, were instead gathered together seeking to stop the outflow of divine truth.

22-24. “But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told, saying, The prison truly found we shut with all
safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within. Now when the high priest and
the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow.”

We read that where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty (2 Cor. 3:17). The Jews’ prison and guards were no more able to contain the
apostles who were guided by the Spirit of God than the grave was able to hold the blessed Lord Jesus Christ. “If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed” is a precious truth. The enemy goes to great lengths to stifle the gospel, but those who are led by the Spirit
of God are free and at liberty to proclaim the wonderful news of salvation to the lost.

25. “Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.”

The Apostle Paul suffered “trouble, as an evildoer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9). What a comfort to know
that the Word of God can never be bound, in spite of our failures or the darkness of the day in which we live.

26. “Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been
stoned.”

These wicked rulers, no doubt, wished to harm the apostles. But they could not, for “when a man’s ways please the Lord, He maketh even his
enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). It is wonderful if our ways adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, even as our words speak of
the Prince of peace.

27-28. “And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them, saying, Did not we straitly
command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s
blood upon us.”

The gospel message is filled with good news and joy. Yet, if faithfully proclaimed, it first affects the conscience, bringing a sense of guilt and
responsibility before a holy God. This the religious leaders could not stand. So blinded and hardened were they that the very oath they bound
themselves with (“His blood be on us, and on our children”; Matt. 27:25) they now desperately try to refuse to accept.

29. “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”

This simple, eloquent answer could only have come through the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Do mere men, haters of the blessed name of Jesus,
seek to silence those who speak well of Him? What is that to the believer? In relation to the powers that be, Christians ought to obey. When
those powers, ordained of God, go beyond their God-given authority, Christians ought to obey God.

30. “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.”

The very God these religious leaders