
clickbible.org

2 Corinthians - Commentaries by Clement (Clem) Buchanan

Burbank Conference: 1993, Ministers of God (6:1)

Address—C.I. Buchanan

46 in the back of the book. I'll read the last stance, then we'll sing the whole hymn. Be there. The object bright and fair to fill and satisfy the
heart. My hope to meet thee in the air, And nevermore from thee to part that I may undistracted be to follow, serve, and wait for thee. Some
brothers start displeased. We will read the 6th chapter of Second Corinthians. 2nd Corinthians chapter 6. We then, as workers, together with
him, beseech you also. That ye receive not the grace of God in vain. For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I suckered thee. Behold, now is the accepted time. Behold, now is the day of salvation. Giving no offense in anything that the
ministry. Be not blamed, but in all things approving ourselves as the. Ministers. Of God in. Much patience. In affliction. In necessities, in
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumult, in laborers, in watching. In fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by
kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand.

And on the left by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report. As deceivers and yet true. As unknown and yet well known. As dying,
and behold we live as chastened and not killed, as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, as poor, yet making many rich, as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things. O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is. Enlarged. You are not straightening us, but ye are
straightened in your own bowels. Now for recompense in the same I speak as unto my children. Be also enlarged. Be not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers. For what fellowship hath righteousness? With unrighteousness. And what Communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? For what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement has the temple of God
with idols? Ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said. I will dwell in them. And walk in them. And I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive
you. And will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. It seemed good. To take up this chapter.
With young believers, for young people, we trust believers because of the last verses, because there's that wonderful promise. Based upon.
One stipulation. Of separation. From. Unclean things. From unbelievers, as we have had in first John one. Suggested the two families. Those
are believers and unbelievers, John, making the point very strong. Children of God. And those of the wicked one. There's no communion
between darkness and light. I just mentioned the end of the chapter in that way, and then we will go back to the beginning. And. Read We
then as workers together. This will need a little outline of the preceding chapters. We will start with chapter three. You don't need to turn to
it. There we have. The ministration of righteousness. The ministry of grace, the ministry of righteousness in. Direct contrast to the
administration of condemnation, which was the law, the rest of our first verse here says. We then. As workers together, beseech you that ye
receive not the grace of God. In vain. We are in the age of the grace of God. Oh, Paul writes to Timothy and says, Thou therefore, my son, be
strong in the grace.

Of our Lord Jesus Christ, now the glory. Now the administration of. Righteousness far exceeds that glory. That shone at the giving of the law,
when the whole mountain quaked. If it's so much as a beast touched the mountain, it should be slain. So horrible it was the sight that they
didn't want to look upon it, man. Was not ready for that glory. Now we have grace. And so the third chapter brings the ministry. Now the 4th
chapter of Two Corinthians brings the minister. And we have this treasure in earthen vessels. You and I are walking about in earthen vessels.
In which are is held. That wonderful ministry. Of righteousness. So the minister comes before us in the 4th chapter. And in the 5th chapter.
We have the motives that actuate the minister. At this point I think I should say that everyone here. Who has? Knowledge and is accepted.
That ministration of righteousness has in him self. That service. You are a minister. I think it will be easy to develop that. A minister of God, as
we'll find out in our chapter, what is going to activate and motivate you and I to carry forward. Walking in the truth. And letting others know
about it. Well. The glory comes in in that chapter, really at the end of the fourth chapter, and the Modis are in the 5th chapter, there's the
glory. Oh, what a wonderful scene is before us, That glory. We're pressing toward it. We're almost there. But not everybody is going to get
into that glory. We are concerned about those that don't like Paul was. And he says, therefore, knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men there is another motive that animates you and I as a minister to seek to reach out and get the gospel of the grace of God. To others, so
that they might possess in themselves that wonderful treasure. And then lastly in the 5th chapter. It's the love of Christ. Oh, that love of
Christ. How it draws. How it constrains and we have that life as we have learned yesterday. We're not going to get a new life when we leave
this scene and go to the next one. So there's the new creation. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. There is a new creation. These
things animate. They stir up. To action the minister who has this wonderful ministry. Let's read a few more verses here. We'll stop again.
Verse one again we then as workers. Those who serve, those who work together, beseech you also, that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain. Then we have a parenthesis. For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted in the day of salvation have I suckered thee. Behold,
now is the accepted time. Behold, now is the day of salvation. Paul was animated to remind them of their salvation, and that it is in the day of
grace when salvation can be had.

So he brings that in a parenthesis. Then he says giving no offense in anything that the ministry be not blamed. We had a little bit about that 
just at the close of the last meeting. What blames the people of God when they don't act according to the word of God? And you and I have 
this wonderful ministry, the ministration of righteousness. We don't want to give any offense about that. We don't want to blame the ministry. 
Then verse four, but in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God. Now we've come to this wonderful statement, the ministers of 
gone. When the Lord Jesus was here, he said. The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give, to give his life a 
ransom. For many. Now he has raised up ministers today. We have a perfect example in Christ. We can read that word serve. The Son of Man 
came not to be served, but to serve and to give his life a ransom. For many it means the same thing, just to be a servant, to serve. By Love. 
Serve one another. A man called JND said that self likes to be served and thinks itself great. Love serves and is great. What lessons we have 
from scripture and from those who have taught us the truth. Now when we come to chapter 6. We have the moral traits. Of the minister and
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there's a big long list of them. We don't expect to get very far into them. I don't think it's necessary to try to explain many of them. But those
moral traits ought to be seen in everyone of us. You know, in Israel. They had priests and Levites. They were types for the age in which we
live. And it's been remarked that in this age. Of the dispensation of the grace of God. Every child of God is a priest for worship. Oh what a
high position that is. We can draw near with a full assurance of faith. But we're also Levites to serve. Now I'm talking to young people in
particular. Naturally speaking, have a long life ahead of you. And you can serve. I'm going to call attention to the first mark of the minister in
this verse we're reading. We stopped with ministers of God, verse four again in all things, approving ourselves as the ministers of God. Now
the first mark is in much patience. Not just patience, but much. Patience. Now you have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the latter
end of the Lord. That he is pitiful and of tender mercy. Job. I believe. There are more chapters.

Written about that man. Than any character in the Bible that I know of. There are 42 Chapters and it's pretty well job from start to finish. God
has set that man before us and told us much about His. Long life, a most remarkable character. Chose the best man there was to run him
through those tests. So that we could learn about patience. About patience. Think of that, man. Tested by Satan. Tested by his three friends
Have you got three friends? Do they ever say things? That are not very nice about you. Then he had Eli you to talk to him. But it took the
Lord. To get job, to realize what he wants. He could finally say, I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee,
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. To his three friends he had said, Miserable comforters, are ye all? He had also said,
No doubt that ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you. But he was brought into the presence of God. And he learned what self was
there. And then he was ready. For something, but God took up the case. Of his three friends. As far as I can find, God didn't say anything. To
those three friends about what they had said about Joe. But what they had said about him, that was to be taken up. They hadn't spoken of
God right as his servant Job had, so they had to bring an offering and come to Job. He sort of acts as a mediator. What a humiliating thing for
those three friends. But Jobs life wasn't over by a long shot. He had to pray for those three friends and then he got the blessing. Then they
got another family. And then he lived 140 years after that. Don't you? Don't you think job experience many things that taught him patience?
The ministers of God, we are here to serve. Patience comes in. I want to go back to First Corinthians and read. Two scriptures in one,
Corinthians 1. And 1St Corinthians. 16. To draw out of the scriptures. A family. That minister. And it's not just old folks that serve, it's all of us
here are to minister. In First Corinthians chapter one. We just catch the first part. Now verse 16 Paul speaking, I baptized also the house. Hold
of. Now turn to the last chapter of 1 Corinthians and find out. How this family turned out. It's in the 15th verse. 1St Corinthians 16, verse 15. I
beseech you, brethren. You know the House of Stephanus, that would be his household. Those who were in his home. Doubtless in my
thinking, children may be servants too. That it is the first fruits of achaya. Now this last part of the verse, and that they have addicted
themselves to the ministry of the Saints.

Brethren, if you're going to be ministers of God. They're going to be ministers. Of the Saints. Comes out very practical. And there are some
things that are good to get addicted to. Things some things that are very bad to get addicted to. Here's a good one. Now I'm going to go
back. And relate a little of the history. Of a family. In the Dominican Republic. That, in my estimation, is an example of this family, this
household of Stephanus. Now let's be careful what I say. Because. Some of this family may be known to you. And I wouldn't for anything
make any remarks that would reflect anything on that family. It is the family of a man named Eduardo Fairmin. My privilege to know that
family. From the very beginning of them coming into the truth, or in their earliest years and before some of the children were born. Eduardo
was a teacher. A teacher isn't rated very high there, especially in salary. But Eduardo with his wife Kyotista. Was a family that went on well
for very many years. The whole family, I believe, addicted themselves to the ministry. As the children grew up, they had their household in
order. They lived at Rio San Juan where some of you may have visited. But there was a little assembly at a place called Sanchez, something
like 40 or 50 kilometers away. Who only had a very few brethren living there. And Eduardo had an exercise to move to Sanchez to help serve
over there to minister in that little assembly. And the Lord helped him to move to Sanchez. We had been in his home in Rio San Juan. He was
very poor. In those years. The home was right down on the beach where you might like to build a castle if you saw the place, but it was in the
slums of Rio San Juan. Sometimes in high tidal high tides, the water would come up into their first floor. They only had one floor and yet it was
a good place to live. But they moved to Sanchez. They had a home there and the whole family addicted themselves to the ministry. Is a treat
to visit in that home. Hear them read the Bible together. Be it meeting together and seek to help in that little gathering up there. But the
government decided to put a new road through. In those early years, it was a Jeep or a mule to get into some of those places. Well, the road
was going to go right. In their front yard. That was part of the reason, but another reason was Eduardo couldn't get. A job teaching there, so
he moved back voice. They all attended meetings faithfully. Eduardo. Began to get sick about five or six years ago. He declined in health. I
saw him those two years, just lying on the bed, finally waiting to go home, wanting the Lord to come first. But the Lord took him home.

Maybe four years ago. His daughters are all gathered to the Lord's name. His two sons. Are not. They touch the unclean thing. Their
testimony is very poor. This is sad. There is the necessity. Of separation from evil. What is unclean? And even separation from unbelievers
when it comes to. Yokes or those kind of things. Now back in our chapter. The patients. Ministers of God in much patience. Back in our
hometown of Lawrenceville, there's a. Godly. Woman who runs a floor covering place on the Main Street along with her husband, and she
likes to put wise sayings on the Billboard out in front. And one day a few years ago went by there and she had out on the Billboard patients.
His life's hardest lesson. And I thought, I don't disagree with that, but I've got something that makes it. Harder, and that is it's life's longest
lesson for myself. It never does get over with in much patience. And then this list goes on. In afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, we'll talk
a little bit about those distresses because they come in connection with another statement. On in the chapter, but to explain distresses, we'll
go back to the. 4th Psalm. And the first verse. Distress has come upon us for a reason. Allowed by God. And we will read the first verse of
Psalm 4. Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness, Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress. Have mercy upon me, and hear my
prayer. Enlarged in distress. An old brother in England who lived at the beginning of this century named F Lovington. Wrote a pamphlet on
the 4th sound. I recommend that you all get it and read it, and especially if you have trials and tribulations. Which if you don't have, you're
going to stay here long. You're going to have because they're natural to this light. And he uses the word pressure. And pressure hast thou
enlarged me? It's sort of like blowing up an inner tube, the more pressure you get. The bigger it gets. And Paul writes about. Enlarged Hearts.
Well, that's the kind of heart trouble we all ought to have. Enlarged hearts. We'll get to that as we go on. In stripes and imprisonments, In
tumults and laborers and watchings and fastings. What a list we have here and as we consider Paul and his experiences which he relates in
Chapter 11, I believe it is of this book, we can say he knew what he was writing about. Beaten of stripes, and so on. In prison, in two molts, in
laborers, in watchings, in fastings. I'll use that word tumult. And draw another illustration, which happened in traveling with Eric Smith in
Bolivia many years ago. We were traveling by truck through the Andes, the Alto Plano.



And you go for hours and hours is the back in the days of. Kikiwana and the attempt to communize. Bolivia. And they put gourds at every
town. To check on every truck that came into town. And they had a chain across the road. We came up to this town up in the Altoplano
named Cotagaita. A poor place, but we were thankful to get to any place after traveling through those mountains in the dust and cold in the
back of a truck. Where we came up to the chain stretched across the road and stopped and all of us in the back piled out. The Eric was in the
front. He got out. And there was a crowd to receive. Those who came, this was an event. In that town of Kota Gaita. So they looked us all
over. Wasn't very long until. A man. Raised an accusation against Eric Smith. He said he went to the mayor and probably the police chief, who
were both there. This man owes me money he didn't pay me years and years ago. Eric Smith. Well, I tell you when Eric heard that accusation.
He knew what it could have meant. And he said to me. Come on Clem, let's go tell the Lord on this man. He didn't stir up anymore tumult.
There was enough around there. He didn't accuse that man to anybody. He just, we, I helped him told the Lord on that man. Didn't take long
for the Lord to help us. Within 15 or 20 minutes, the authorities of the town knew Eric Smith. They knew his history, his truth, and they knew
that accuser and his word did not stand against Eric's. But that was a lesson for me. When you are slandered, accused make bites, as we had
in our Titus this morning, What do you and I do? What have you heard done amongst brethren as to slanders, as to rumors, as to accusations,
one person to another? It's bad. That's the devil's business. That's not God's to accuse this brother to that brother, this man to that man.
There are the authorities in the world, but amongst the Saints, slander. I thought as our brother was telling about that this morning. A nice
saying. I came across about a month ago in reading the ministry of SG Patterson. Young people, I hope you will read every one of FG
Patterson's books. The truth of the ground, of gathering, the truth of Paul's doctrine, the truth of Christ in the church is much clearer. And
easier to understand, and perhaps more accurate than in some of the. Better known writers? Well, this is the statement. The 115 years ago
came out in his writings. The saying is there is perhaps no more common device. Of the enemy against the. Divine position was gathered to
the Lord's name, than to make insinuations against those that bear it, even to insinuate. Like he said this morning, Roberto. Was out in the
street at midnight, shouting at 3:00 in the morning. You know how the next person would take that up in the chain?

Oh, what lessons there are to learn from God's precious book. Well, let's go on. By pureness, the words are in until we get to this point. Now
it's by just a little change in the preposition. By pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering. You could read that long-suffering. Yes, patience is
a long time thing and we are to suffer long. By kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned. These are all wonderful things. And we are
equipped as ministers of God, having that new life. The divine life to carry on in these things, or by these things. Verse 7. By the word of God.
By the power of God, there is no shortage of power. The Holy Spirit's here, we've already had that in the sixth verse, By the power of God, by
the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, we are to be equipped. With that which will protect us on both sides by honor
and dishonor. My evil report and good report as deceivers, and yet true, I suppose, accusations of dishonor and and of deceiving against the
true thing. As unknown and yet well known this. Part of the verse is on the tombstone that marks JN Darby's grave in Bournemouth, England.
I have seen it. What a man that was. I can't find his name in the current. Reports that is published every year as to great men, as to great
events. Some time ago his name would appear in some places. Can't find it anymore, but there are some to whom he is well known. And it's
true. The last time I saw the grave it was still well kept. Somebody still knows about Jay and Darby as well as unknown yet well known. As
dying, and behold we live, ye have not yet resisted under. Blood striving against sin, we get in. Hebrews 12 I believe it is. That is, we're all
living. We haven't been murdered yet. So as dying, and behold, we live as chastened and not killed. We're still here, but we do get
chastisement as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and yet possessing all things. What a
contrasting group of things we have here. That are said about the ministers of God. And those that minister to the Saints, these things come
out. And it's for our good as well as the witness. Now Paul loved those Corinthians and he said, Oh ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto
you, our heart is enlarged. That's the affections. Oh, he how he loved those Corinthian Saints. And they were kind of naughty children to him.
You'll find they are even calling in a question His apostleship. Yet doubtless He was apostle unto them. But his heart was enlarged toward
them. He says Ye are not straightened in US. That wasn't the fault of the apostle, but ye are straightened in your own bowels in your. Own
affections. He didn't say they were heartless, but amounts to that. Oh, we need our hearts stirred up. An affection one for another. And if you
think of the Corinthians, how they should have loved that apostle, doubtless they did.

But they didn't always express it. How about we and some of our brethren? How about Job and his three friends? What did they say about
each other? We've got to watch our speech, don't we? As we had this morning. Now for a recompense, in the same verse 13 I speak as unto
my children. He calls them his children's. Later on he brings a little more into that, and he says. The children ought not to lay up for their
parents, but the parents for the children. I'd like to say a little bit on that because I think we touched on it this morning. The aged men, the
aged women tracing down. Recalling the 78th Psalm back in those days of Israel. When the parents. Taught the children. And the children's
children. And still another generation to carry down. In the truth. Now, when the apostle says the children ought not to lay up for the parents,
but the parents for the children even wasn't saying that. Paul, I'm going to get a whole pile of riches and carry it over to Corinth and you can
have it. That wasn't what he was talking about. They were rich at Corinth. They didn't lack in those things. They were gifted too. What was he
talking about? Christ and the truth of this blessed book. Your parents love your children. If you're going to pass anything on to them, pass on
the truth, the truth of God. Teach them to addict themselves to the ministry of the Saints and be yourselves ministers of God. Be also
enlarged largeness of heart. Well, distresses and pressure will sometimes quite frequently produce a larger heart to reach out and seek the
good of others. May it be that we end up like Mordy Ki. Let's turn to the last verse of Esther and read that. It just precedes job. And an old
brother named John Wilson said, I call this the Book of Mordecai. I don't call this the Book of Esther. He seems to be the hero, doesn't he?
Mordecai the Jew. Was next under Kingrus and great among the Jews. Look how the how much prominence he got. And accepted of the
multitude of his brethren. Seeking the wealth of his people and speaking. Peace to all his seed. Let's sing in closing #311. It's a short one, but
it talks about Communion and it talks about Everlasting Union. That's what we're headed for. No more breakups of brethren that day. Some
brothers start #311 for us, please.
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2nd Corinthians. Chapter 4. Two verses 6 and seven. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the



Excellency of the power may be of God. And not of us. Perhaps two more verses following on down to 10. Of the same chapter, always
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, chapter 5. And 17 Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature or a new
creation. Old things are passed away. Behold, all things are become new. Well, it is a treat, dear young people, to. Look into your faces this
afternoon and. See Life. Very much of it in the young people. Life, you have it. We all have it. We have it from our first parents, don't we?
From Adam? Do we have this new life? Can you fit yourself into this verse? If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. Oh, I trust Saul. It's a
very serious thing. To reject that gospel we have heard here from this podium. But I want to speak to you this afternoon as believers. I
believe that's the purpose of the meeting, dear young people who know the Lord Jesus and are here in this world. I want to bring before us
thoughts like this, that you and I belong to two creations, the old and the new, for God has worked twice in creation. You know this well, this
verse. Suggested the first one we read. God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness. Well, that takes you right back to Genesis,
doesn't it? And there is, we read of that pair. Adam there, the man at least, and that that was good. He looked upon that creation, and it was
very good. Now we come to Ephesians 2. And it says, we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained, that we should walk in them. If you have believed in the Lord Jesus, you belong to the new creation. You have a new life, you have
life more abundantly, you have eternal life. Now God is interested in you, particularly you young people. Your future. May last a little while
down here. Well, we do know the Lord is coming, but still that is the natural youth with all its strength looking on for something to do down
here, and we are told to occupy till He come. So we want to address our thoughts to you that way. So I'm suggesting that you have a new life
and yet that you belong to the old creation as being in the body. We have this treasure in earthen vessels. Here's one of them. You're living in
one of them, you know, in first Peter. It says. Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls, well, you'll get that the moment you
believe and you have that eternal life. But where is it that we begin these meetings? With a prayer meeting? Well, we had a very prime
example when our brother Walter Gill fell from the roof and fractured 3 vertebrae and seven ribs. That he needs our prayers, doesn't he? He
is suffering in the body and in these bodies we do grow. We have prayer meetings because we're living.

In this kind of a body we have many things to ask God. For and he is really interested in US. And now my thought is to turn to Matthew the
19th chapter and to look in the first book of the New Testament and just notice a little of how that the Lord Jesus. There in his ministry began
to give instruction which would suit us in this dispensation. Not only as being in the Kingdom of heaven, but as being in the church, as having
eternal life. His chosen people called out of this scene to be a heavenly people, and yet walking down here, and yet belonging to the old
creation as in the body. So we'll read Matthew 19 some verses here beginning with one. It came to pass that when Jesus had finished these
things. He departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judea beyond Jordan, and great multitudes followed him, and He healed them
there. And the Pharisees also came unto him, tempting Him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every 'cause
He answered and said unto them, Have you not read that He which made them? At the beginning made them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore they are no more
twained, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together? Let non, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then
command to give a writing of divorcement? And to put her away, he saith unto them, Moses, because of the hardness of your heart, suffered
you to put away your wives. But from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for
fornication. And shall marry another committeth adultery. And whoso marth her which is put away to commit adultery, his disciples say unto
him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he say it said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save
they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs which were so born from their mother's womb, and there are some eunuchs which.
Made eunuchs of men, and there be eunuchs which have made themselves eunuchs for the Kingdom of heaven's sake. He said, he that is
able to receive it, let him receive it. Then were there brought unto him little children. Now he should put his hands on them and pray. And the
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not to come unto me, for if such is the Kingdom of heaven, And
he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. And behold, one came and said unto him, Good master, what good thing shall I do, that I
may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one that is God. But if thou wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, which Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not
steal, thou shalt not bear false witness, Honor thy father and thy mother, and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The young man saith
unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth. What lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt. Treasure in heaven, and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Well, you have noticed perhaps in reading this section, that we have. Husband and wife, we have children and a young man. You know we 
have responsibility. We have privilege and I believe our responsibility and privilege results from and is according to relationship. You can 
think about that. I'll repeat it. I believe our responsibility. And privilege results from and is according to relationship, we might say. That the 
measure of our privilege is that we are in Christ. And the measure of our responsibility is that Christ is in US. I'm speaking to you young 
people as believers. That's your position in the new creation. If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation. And yet, you know we're here 
and we're still in these bodies. And the wonderful thing is that God has given you and I the privilege of glorifying Him in. The body which 
belongs to the old creation. So that when this question. That the the Pharisees came to the Lord with tempting him. Is it lawful for a man to 
put away his wife for every cause? In giving the answer, the Lord goes right back to the beginning. Well, we have had in our meetings 
something of the first covenant. And we know about the trial of man, and the verse has been brought before us that Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to everyone that believeth, and really we understand that God. Allowed. A different standard, we may say. As to 
marriage. From the days of Moses, I don't think the results turned out so good. If you look at David and Solomon to be two examples, well, we 
know, we know the results, but now the Lord takes us right back to the beginning. Now He does this in Matthew, the first book of the New 
Testament. He is beginning to teach that which fits you and I through this church period, the whole of it. A way in which you and I can live 
and be happy too, I may say, although there will be tests and trials. But he says I spare you when he talks about that. God has a special favor 
for His people. I say we can live in these relationships to the glory of God. But we can't break these things and live in them to the glory of 
God. I'm not here to expound what we have here in the early part of this chapter in particular, because I don't think we need to take it as it is. 
But it's wonderful. You and I can live to the glory of God in these bodies. I think twice from here. We've had Romans 12/1 before us. Beseech 
you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies. A living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service or intelligent service. Think of that privilege. To present our bodies. The prayer to the Thessalonians that was at their 
whole body, soul and spirit be preserved blameless under the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. So you see, we belong to the new creation. But 
we are living in bodies that belong to the old creation. And again going back to Peter. It says kept by the power of God through faith under 
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time. And that's the fifth verse, the 1St chapter, the ninth verse we've already quoted. We do have



the end of our faith, the salvation of our soul, but we are waiting for another salvation, the body. We are waiting for that.

We don't think it's far away, it's just assures the first, there's no doubt about it. Meanwhile, we are here passing through this scene and you
who have so much of the natural life, wouldn't it be a wonderful thing if you could present that body that you're living in as? A sacrifice, A
living sacrifice. Holy. Don't forget that word holy, which is your intelligence service. And also in Corinthians it says you are bought with a
price. All on the table. This morning there was that which spoke of the price, the body, the blood. Of the Lord. Those two emblems separate
death. The blood poured out. You are bought with a price. Seek what God has paid for you. Dear young person, for you. For me too. Oh,
there's no estimation of what he has paid. That's sufficient. You're bought with a price. Glory therefore glorify God. In your body and in your
spirit. Which are the Lords, therefore? Oh, there's a reason for it. And I think that it is possible to glorify. God in your body. To live in this body
to the glory of God, and in your spirit, which are gods, all belongs to God. We don't really have any rights as we had here before us. Even this
in which we live. This temple. This vessel. This body. It belongs to God. Did you ever think of that? Well, do you read Corinthians? You'll find it
out. And other scriptures too, so it's just charming to me to see. That back here in the first book in the New Testament, the Lord was already
beginning to introduce these truths. And he takes us right back to the beginning. And He begins with a husband and a wife. Next comes
children. Our brother quoted read from Mark. The same verse that we have in the 14th verse here. But notice the children come next in verse
13. Then were brought unto him. Little children. Oh, little children. How he loves the little ones. They brought them to Jesus. That he should
put his hands on them and pray. And the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer the little, suffer little children, and forbid them not to
come unto me, for of such is the Kingdom of heaven, And he laid his hands on them. He didn't let any hindrance stop the blessing that he had
to give to those little ones. Now there are some young people here who are parents. Youth and old age are relative, you know. And it's the
normal form of life down here, parents and children. And. There is wonderful instruction in the scriptures as to the household. To the blessing
that God desires to bring to the family. One has rejoiced to see how the Spirit of God works in this land. And down there in the Latin countries
where one has seen it, that it just seems that God likes to bless in families. Sometimes you'll see a boy get saved and later his parents.
Sometimes it's the parents and then the boy, the girl. And it just seems to be a chain reaction going through the family sometimes.

I really believe that God likes to work that way to bring that blessing, and here the Lord Jesus would not let anything hinder him from laying
his hands on those little ones. I would like to call to your attention what I believe we have in Scripture. As to these relationships that come
and bring. Responsibility and privilege. And I believe there are 10. At least five pairs. The first we have just touched on as to creation. Created
all things by Christ Jesus. And we are all his creatures. Now the creature has a responsibility towards the Creator on God's side, its authority,
power, love and all of this. But on the creature side it is dependence and obedience. All of us fit in that category. We all belong to God by
creations, right? You and I belong to Him another right? Redemption is right. And oh, that's more glorious and more precious, and the
responsibility is greater. Your responsibility now, dear save soul, is not as a child of Adam, it's as a child of God. Me too. Yes, it is. Oh, far
greater responsibility and privilege too. So that that would be the first pair, the creator and the creature. And it seems to me the second
would come in the husband and the wife. That's the way it was at the beginning. You know, he made the male and female just one pair.
That's God's simple order for us today. He takes us back to the beginning. Oh, it is so happy if you are. Brought of God to enter into this
relationship and abide in it. In holiness there will be blessing. And the Word of God is full of instruction. I don't need to give it to you. Of
course, we always recommend the book of Proverbs. So we have then the Creator and the creature, and then the husband and the wife. And
our first part of our chapter gave us some very clear instruction about that. And then we have touched on parents and children. Well, I think
we should at this point go over to Ephesians to get just a little practical help on these points. So if you turn over to Ephesians 5, we'll dwell a
little more fully on. This relationship of the husband and the wife, well known, I'm quite sure, to all of you dear young people too. But it's good
to be refreshed on these things and to see the words of Scripture for them. And the figure that they present to us here in such a beautiful
way. Verse twenty of five Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name. Of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting
yourselves 1 to another in the fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands. As unto the Lord, we'll stop there just a
minute. I've said that responsibility and privilege result from and are according to relationship. We who are married. The wife. Has this
admonition toward her husbands, her own husbands. Oh, how accurate the Scripture is as under the Lord. Well, we'll read on. For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church, and he is the Savior of the body. You see how the Spirit of God
develops from this relationship to bring before us Christ and the church. Now that was God's thought before the creation.

Before the 1St creation. And certainly before the second, because the second isn't first. The first creation was Genesis. The new creation is if
any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation. He is the first fruits. Oh, he's preeminent in the old creation. He's preeminent in the new. He
is always preeminent in God's thoughts. Let's keep him preeminent in our thoughts too. So God had this thought, Christ and the church. Oh,
what a beautiful type we have here. And we who enter into this relationship physically need to be instructed as to how we can be a proper
testimony pointing to this glorious fact. He is the Savior of the body, therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ. So let the wise be to their
own husbands in everything. Again, you have that little word own in there. That brings in the purity of the relationship. Subjection. None of
that points to you and I as being in the assembly, the Church. Are we subject to the Head in glory? Do we get our directions from the Head? If
we do, we get them through the scriptures, and we should. It's the proper testimony. I see our sisters out here with a covering on their glory.
Now. That's right. You know the other scriptures that go there in Corinthians to bring this out? It's because the church is on display right now.
Before those principalities which are in heavenly places, they are learning in the Church the manifold wisdom of God. They see you, sisters,
as an example of the Church in subjection to the head and glory. It wouldn't be too bad to break that kind of a testimony. Well, you know
these things. Let's go on and see what it says to the husband. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave
himself for it. Now here you dear fellow men, husbands. Something for what's the standard even as Christ? Love the church and gave himself
for. Oh, if we will fulfill this toward our wives, our own wives, it will be well in the family. Many, many sad incidences between husband and
wife could have been prevented if this had been practiced. Love, we need this, dear brothers in Christ. You who are husbands. Love your
wives. Even as Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word,
that he might present it to Himself. A glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish. So it meant to love their wives as their own bodies. The truth of the unity, the oneness, comes right in here in this union. Christ and
the Church. What a glorious type is brought before us here. And this first relationship, we may say, which follows creation, the husband and
the wife, well, Adam and his wife had children born to them, didn't they? And it's come right on down to us. And by that first creation, we are
the children of Adam. And now I just repeat that you and I belong to this new creation too, and the Lord is teaching so that we can live to His
glory as yet embodies which belong to the old creation. Well, it says we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. What a
perfect union we have. Let's. Let's notice in Matthew again about the children. Verse 14 Verily, they brought children to him, that he might
lay his hands on them and pray, And the disciples rebuked them. They thought the Lord had enough.



To do in walking about and performing his miracles and going on in his. Ministry without being bothered with little children. But no, the Lord
wouldn't allow that. Oh, the love of God. Or these little ones that come along and the privilege of the parents to bring them to Christ. Now you
young parents who have children, this is your responsibility and privilege too. To bring those little ones to Christ, I recommend you go right
back to Genesis and start through the book to find how the book teaches as to this privilege and responsibility in the family. You know you'll
find that there are no nations until you get to chapter 10 or 11 of Genesis. God begins with the family. That reminds me of what was said
about sanctuary. And today, today for us, I believe God has given two sanctuaries, the Christian home and the assembly. And I would say the
home comes first. It's so in our history. Preeminent first. So are families form children come along. What can we do with them? We're down
here in the world. Oh, what a wicked world. Dread to read the news accounts sometimes. How can we take care of these little ones? Bring
them to Christ, Bring them to Christ. He lay his hands on them. He will take care of them. And a lesson this is for us. Let's go back then to.
Ephesians and going down to the next chapter. Two children obey your parents. Ephesians 6/1. In the Lord, for this is right. Now we have
obedience. As what is proper to the child in the Lord. This is good. It's always right. In any home. The parents. Authority. They have been
through something of this life. They know what it is, they know what the dangers are, and they know something of a desire because you
know. The trouble with our children is they're just like us. And we learn in our children what we were like when we were little once. But we
have had some experience. And of course, the love of the parent is toward that child. To bring them to Christ. And the child is taught to obey.
That's all. Just obey well, that will be the happy path for you children out here to obey your parents. A path of blessing too. Honor thy father
and mother, which is the first commandment, with promise that it may be well with thee and that thou must live long on the earth. Now that's
to the children. Now we come for something for the parents. The scriptures are certainly full for us. Verse 4. Ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Isn't this clear? And it is needed by we who are parents, the
father and the mother. Not to provoke them to wrath, to consider things their own makeups. And no two children are just alike. At least I
haven't found them to be quite so. We are all similar, but there are the differences and the parents learn a little of these things and we need
wisdom from God as to how to train, how to discipline. How to meet the needs of correction even? Don't provoke them to wrath. You know
God, I believe, always begins inside. He works through the heart, our Father. He works on the outside too, and I think sometimes it's good for
us parents to work on the outside. A little correction that way. But don't provoke them to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.

How all embracing this is so we have these words to the children and then to the parents. We have been through with say 3 pairs. Of these
relationships, the creator and the creature. This is outstanding. Perhaps even a little different. But I think we can understand it that way. And
then the husband and the wife and the privileges, all that is spoken of so delicately, being heirs together of the grace of life. In that
relationship, it is a special tool and then the responsibility in that. As the wife in submission and the husband in love, and then children, God
goes right through the whole scale of this responsibility. The children come first in here, in our admonition or exhortation, in Ephesians.
Obedience. You know, every one of us has been a child. We've all had parents. Have we been obedient? There isn't a person here, I don't
suppose. Who would say he had had always been obedient to his parents? I should think we would all say we have all disobeyed at times.
Reminds me, though, of that perfect one of whom we were speaking yesterday. Who could say I always do the things which please my father,
and therefore doth my father love me because I lay down my life? That son of the Father, perfect in obedience, giving an added cause to his
Father to love him all. The Father always loved the Son, always loved the Son. But the Son gave a special reason for the Father to love the
Son, in that he was obedient unto death. What a perfect lesson we have in Christ. So we children, we who have been children. In that
relationship, we are exhorted to obey. Obey. And the fathers to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The next
relationship let's go on down here verse five and take it in the order we have it here. Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling in singleness of your heart as unto Christ, not with thy service as men pleasers, but as the
servants of Christ doing the will of God from the heart. With goodwill, doing service as to the Lord and not to men. Knowing that whatsoever
good thing any man doeth, the same shall we receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. Of course, in the days when these scriptures
were written. There were. Masters and slaves. Now I'll tell you what I have seen in El Salvador just in the last few years. And it's an object
lesson on this point to me. That there is a man there named Israel. That's remarkable, isn't it? Israel. Oh, he's a strongman. Man of perhaps
3035, Prime of life. I'd call him a cowboy. He works for a patron. And he rides a horse and attends the cattle, but he does more. He was caring
for the whole of the large farm, which is very productive there. And the patron has a beautiful home up on the side of the mountain. Wealthy
man swimming pool. He comes up there the weekends and lives well, but Israel can just barely read and write. I went to his wedding. His wife
couldn't read or write. In order to have her document legal, she put her thumb on the ink pad and then put it on the.

Marriage certificate. The patron took care of this whole ceremony free of charge to Israel and his wife. And. They had both been saved, Israel
and his wife just a few months. And. There he is a faithful, we might say servant. He seems to be a very stable, steadfast man, looking out for
the interests of his master. The master seemed to have full confidence in him. He isn't paid well. He may be paid sufficient for the area in
which he lives, but he's poor. And this patron got all the documents. He brought the judge, he provided the place. We all looked up the
mountain to the edge of that swimming pool. And the judge came out and he performed the marriage ceremony, and Israel and his wife
legally married. Now they're at the Lord's Table. But I want to ask you to pray for Israel and his wife, as you have heard and been hearing that
poor land is suffering much. From guerrilla warfare. In the last year, more or less some 9000. Have been killed. Our brother writes me that 20
to 30 daily. Almost every day shot down in that land. And I got a letter from Israel and brother Martine saying that Israel had no work. Now
they didn't elaborate on that, but I would think that. It may be a result of nationalizing this large farm which belonged to the patron. So that
perhaps because of this, Israel was thrown out of work and needy. But I cite him as being an example of a servant to me. He was that faithful
to his master. And after he was saved, I would almost think that what he was doing, he was doing it as unto the Lord. But you know here. In
this land too. Most of us work for a paycheck. And we have responsibilities. As being employed as an employee. And I think the relationship is
a little bit similar. To the employer who gives that check. So that we ought to render our service in this manner. With goodwill, doing service
as to the Lord and not to men. Well, the teaching in the world doesn't go alongside of this, does it? But this is for us. Then we go on to
Masters. Ye Masters, verse 9. Do the same things unto them. Forbearing. Threatening. Knowing that your Master also is in heaven. Neither is
there respect to persons with him. He hasn't where points the finger to me and says you're just a servant too. You may have somebody
working for you, but you're just a servant. I'm the master. Is your Master even Christ and all ye our brethren? So that even in this land which
has kind of a different standard of gaining a livelihood and culture, there is still a principle of the Master and the servant for us. So let us learn
to live in these relationships, taking up the privileges in them too, and enjoying them as belonging to Christ and that as servants, well, we're
to serve as to the Lord and as masters, as remembering that we have a master.



Then he says, finally, brethren. Well, this would bring us to the last of these pairs. That one wants to speak of. Brethren. There are many
scriptures we could turn to on this, but this just goes on to say, finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might, and
then puts us in the conflict or gives us what we need in the conflict. So that you and I. Need to learn how to get along as brethren in the
assembly too. And this would embrace two brothers and sisters. Let's read in first Timothy. What it says there in the 5th chapter. On that
point we read the 1St 2 verses. Rebuke First Timothy 51 Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father, and the younger men as brethren.
The elder women as mothers, the younger women, the younger as sisters with all purity. This brings in a conduct toward others. Corresponds
with the relationship, doesn't it? But then as brethren, to go on together. Let's turn to James, that little book of James the 19th verse. I might
say that many times in this book. He says, my brethren, my beloved brethren. So he says here. Wherefore, my beloved brethren? Every man
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to rap, for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Well, as brethren, there are so many
scriptures we could turn to. If you could back up in the night from the 19th chapter of of Matthew again to the 18th chapter, we would find
something there just to touch on in closing, and that is forgiveness 1. Won't read this whole passage, but. You know it quite well and we just
need it called to our attention because. We do offend at times. We all offend. And we need to learn to forget and to go along with our
brethren. In love. So Peter asks in verse 21, how often he asked the Lord, shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him till seven times?
Said unto him, I say not unto you, unto thee until seven times, but until 70 * 7. Well, we would lose count of that. Let's go on down and read
the last verse in closing. Likewise shall my heavenly Father also. Well, we're going to have to read further back to get this thought. Verse 33
should it not? Thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant. This is 1 servant toward another, even as I, the Lord had pity on thee,
this particular servant. Lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was doing to him. So likewise also my
heavenly Father shall also shall do also unto you, if he from your hearts forgive not everyone, his brother, their trespasses. This is a great
lesson for us as brethren to learn to forgive our brethren, and they need to learn to forgive us too.
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