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Turn to a few verses in connection with keeping as to our responsibility as well as to the fact that the Lord alone can really keep us. First of
all, I'd like to look at First Kings chapter 21St Kings chapter 20 and verse 39. And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king, And he said,
Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle. And behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, Keep this man, and
if by any means he be missing, then shall my life be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. And as thy servant was busy here and
there, he was gone. And the King of Israel said unto him, So shall I judgment be thyself hast decided it. Well, we could read this whole
chapter, but it brings before us the responsibility that had been given to this person to keep a certain man. And if he should let him go, then
it says his life would be for the man's life, or he should pay a talent of silver. Well, I'd like to apply this in a practical way to ourselves because
we need, as it says, keep yourselves in the love of God. And so we need that keeping grace for our own pathway. And so if I could apply this
practically, how much we need to be kept. And if we are not diligent and make use of those provisions that God has made, there can be a
great personal loss to ourselves. And so it mentions here that if this man was let go. Then it says his life should be for the life. The man who
was let go or he should pay a talent of silver. Well, it tells us here that the man was busy here and there and he was gone. And dear young
people, it is a busy world. We're so busy here and there that we don't realize the necessity of the provision that God has made and the
necessity, too, of His keeping grace in our pathway. And I'd like to bring before you this afternoon those two things. Our own responsibility as
well as God's goodness and His ability. To keep us, He has made provision, as it says, by the word of thy lips have I kept me from the paths of
the destroyer. God has made a way in His word that we may be preserved. And just a little comment about this, where it says thy life shall be
for his life. You know, perhaps there are two different kinds of people described here, one who is not saved. And one who is saved. And you
know, it's quite possible that if there's someone who is not saved here and you're totally indifferent to your responsibility, you've come to
these meetings, but you have decided that you're too busy here and there to be concerned about eternal and important things. Oh, how
solemn. If it should be, as the Word of God says, what shall it profit a man if he shall gain? The whole world and lose his own soul. And are
you so busily engaged with all those things that occupy us in youth and that you're not concerned about that which is most important of all
your precious soul and where you will spend eternity? Will I plead with anyone here this afternoon who's not saved? I plead with you to
realize. That you shouldn't allow the things of time and all those things that will occupy your mind. To hinder you from that most important
thing and that is Are you ready? Have you received the Lord Jesus as your Savior for only in knowing him as your Savior can you be kept from
judgment to come. And so the second thing is it says or pay a talent of silver. You know, I have a special interest and love for young people.
And I've seen a lot of young people pay that talent of silver. Now that is they, they're really the Lords, they really put their trust in him. But
because they have allowed themselves to become so involved in everything else that occupies their minds, the Lord has been put in second
place. And as one is often said, and as the Lord Jesus said in his word, it says. What shall it says? He that loveth his life shall lose it, and he
that hateth his life in this world.

Shall keep it unto life eternal. And what is often said, you can have a saved soul, but a lost life you can pay dearly for going on in your own
way. And as I have watched many dear young people and seen them grow up and think what promising young people they would be, what a
blessing they would be if they would go on with the Lord. But they were busy here and there, and they got involved in things that resulted in.
A lost life. I expect to meet many of them in glory because they knew the Lord as their Savior. But it's a sad thing, dear young people, to have
a saved soul and a lost life, a life that has been lived for interests that pass away. We just this morning read in the 22nd Psalm or in the 69th
Psalm that we spoke of the 22nd Psalm. It says your heart shall live forever. What does it? Your heart shall live forever. Oh, you say my heart
will stop beating, Perhaps someday and I'll die. What does it mean your heart shall live forever? Well, if we set our heart on things down here,
everything that we are living for down here is going to pass away. Have you and I set our heart upon things above? If so, what we have
enjoyed in these meetings and what we can enjoy in our lives when we give. Lord his rightful place. Why those things are going to live
forever. They're going to continue. If you have learned something of Christ in these meetings. If a desire has been produced in your heart to
live for the Lord Jesus, then the results of that are eternal. Your heart shall live forever and so this seems a little warning here in this passage.
Keep this man and if he by. Means he be missing, then thy life shall be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. And then he makes
this apology. He said I was just busy, I wasn't watching. He was, I was busy here and there. And the man was gone. And the Prophet said,
well, according to what you said, so shall your sentence be. And I plead with you, dear young people, to consider what we have had before us
in these. Meetings, the true values, that which really counts. Are we going to live for what passes away or are we going to live in view of
eternity? Now there were different scriptures that I'd like to turn to that have to do with keeping ourselves first of all, in Proverbs chapter 4.
Proverbs, chapter 4. And verse 23. Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life. The new translation reads Keep thy life
above all that is guarded. Now, when we have something that we really value, we take good care of it. We say, I wouldn't lose that thing for
anything in the world. It's very precious to me. And we have things that we guard. I've heard people say, well, I guard that like my life, there
are things that we really count worthwhile. But what are we? What are we? What should regard above anything else that we guard? Is it some
amount of money that's been committed to us? Is it our health that we're guarding? Is it our automobile? Well, it's it's nice to have good
health. We can be thankful if the Lord has provided a way of transportation and provided the means for our livelihood. But there's something
that's most important of all. Keep thy heart above every. Everything that is guarded, you know, there are many claims upon your heart,
things that will take up your heart's affections. Some people live for money, some people live for fame, some people live for entertainment
and prominence and position in this world. There are all kinds of things. Oh dear young people, I ask you, what is your heart seeking after?
What is the thing if the Lord were to. To you, like he said to those two disciples in the 1St chapter of John. He turned and he saw them
following him and he said, what seek ye? And if the Lord Jesus came in person down into this room and walked around and spoke to each one
of us and said, what are you seeking in life? What is your answer? What is mine? Well, their answer was very beautiful when the Lord said.
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What seek ye? They said, Master, where dwellest thou? Their answer was, Lord Jesus, we want to be in thy company. Oh dear young people,
that's the grandest desire that you could possibly have. If the Lord Jesus hasn't done everything that's necessary to win your heart and mind,
I ask, what more could he do? He's proved his love at Calvary. He's up there interceding for us. He's interested in everything in our. There
isn't a single detail that he's not concerned about, and he invites us to pour out our hearts before him. He's the best friend you can possibly
have, and so isn't this a little word for yourself? Isn't it a little word for me to keep our hearts above everything that is guarded? The enemy is
seeking to steal your heart. There may be some girlfriend or boyfriend that's trying to steal your heart. That's trying. Going to take it away
from the Lord. If it's a true help meet, they're going to help you to follow the Lord. It can be very thankful if the Lord provides you with a
helpmeet who helps you to follow the Lord, but if not, they are stealing your heart away from Him. Isn't this a word for us? Keep thy life, keep
thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life. In a few years our lives are going to shell what we have sought after. Our
brother told us yesterday of people in the business where he was, and they strove to rise up in this world and all. What a sad end they came
to. And I don't need to repeat instances. You've seen them yourself. You've seen young people who have set out to get things in this world, to
get money, to climb to the top. And oh, what frustration, what disappointment has so often come. But you will never meet a Christian who
has set out to follow the Lord Jesus, who has made him the object of his heart's affection and his desires. Who will ever say to you, Oh, I wish I
had sought after money and fame, I would have been much happier. Oh no, dear friends, No, dear young people, it's not so. Our brother
chapter Brown used to say the devil has no happy old people. You can visit in old folks homes and see men that were once prominent,
women that were once very very clever active people at all the frustration and disappointment. As we get a little older ourselves, my wife and
I, we get papers sent to us to try and console us about what pleasure we can find in old age. And, you know, it just makes my heart sad to
read them because it's quite evident that people don't know Christ. And so they're suggesting all kinds of things and that you can seek after
as you get toward the end of your life, telling you to seek after this and seek after that so you can find something that'll make you happy in
old age. All dear friends, dear young people, they have, they don't know Christ. They don't know the one who can fill and satisfy. The heart
and so it says here, keep thy heart above all diligence. Oh, I just want to say to you again, keep that heart of yours. Don't allow things to
come in as a little. There's a little hymn that puts it nicely. Take thou our hearts and let them be forever closed to all but they thy willing
servants, let us wear the seal of love for every. So this first scripture that I bring before you is about your heart. Keep it with all diligence
above everything that is guarded, because that is going to influence your life. As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. Now I would like to turn
to another one in Psalm 34. Psalm 34. Verse 13. Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil and do good.
Seek peace and pursue it.

Well, the first verse that we noticed there in Proverbs 4 is about keeping our hearts. Here it says, keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from
speaking guile. Oh, how much trouble we've got into by saying things out of turn, saying things that we shouldn't, getting angry, and saying
something that we regretted for the rest of our lives. That we let our tongues go. Well might the psalmist say. 39th chapter. The 39th Psalm
in the first verse. I said I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue. I will keep my mouth with a bridle while the wicked is
before me. And it tells us in James that the tongue is an unruly member full of deadly poison. All dear young people, how many, many times
we've said things when we were young? Said things that were sorry for because we didn't set a bridle on our tongues. We didn't watch what
we said. And I just say to you as dear young people, be careful. The devil will try to get you trapped first with your heart, and then he'll get
you into saying things, things that you shouldn't say, things that you hear and you repeat. And, you know, assurance that they're true, but
you just hear them. Repeat them. Oh, how many things we are spared if we keep the door of our lips. Another verse in the Psalm says to set a
watch to my lips. Oh, we, we need that so continually to watch our lips. And then it says from seeking evil, speaking evil. Well, that's another
thing, you know, any of you who go to school and who work in offices, you know. How you're constantly surrounded by people who curse and
swear, who repeat nasty stories, who say all kinds of questionable things. And, you know, it's very easy to get influenced by this kind of thing.
Pick up some of those words, pick up some of those stories and repeat them. And I've heard people say, well, you might as well say it as think
it. Well, I'll just tell you this. That when you think it, you defile yourself. When you say it, you defile other people. There are a lot of things that
I wish that I had never heard. People have said them and they thought it didn't matter about them saying them, But when they said it, that
defiled me. And very often things that I heard, things that I wish I hadn't heard, will come before my mind, even when I sit at the Lord's table.
Oh, I wish that they had never got into my mind. And that's why it tells you in Proverbs. When you find those kind of people, as much as
possible, it says avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it and pass away. When you hear that kind of conversation going on, don't stay there and
listen, because if you stay there and listen, it's going to get lodged into your mind. A dear old brother that I went to see over in New Jersey
many years ago, he was 84 years old. And he said to me, Gordon. I was saved when I was in my 30s. I, I said a lot of things and did a lot of
things when I was young. And he said here I am an old man. But he said they keep coming back to me. I wish I hadn't heard them. And so I'll
say this to you. This is a very, very important verse. Set a watch on your lips. Ask the Lord to keep your lips and not only from evil, but from.
Speaking guile. How often we can say mean unkind things. We were just hearing the other day about a young girl and somebody had said
something very mean and unkind about her to somebody else. And, you know, it affected this girl's whole life and that person. I'm sure
they're sorry they said it today, but it's like that little story that was in one of the publications. It's like taking that. The brother told about
someone who had said something he shouldn't. And then he came back and said, I'm sorry. Well, he said, I'd like you to do something for me.
And he gave him a pillowcase full of feathers. And he said, now just go out and let those feathers go in the wind. And so he did. And he said,
now will you please pick up all those feathers for me?

Well, you can't do it, can you? You can't pick up the feathers. And somebody let some of the feathers go at Outer Lake about 3 or 4 years 
ago, and they're still lodged around in the doors. We just can't hardly get them all out. They let them go and there they are, dear friends. You 
say things and you can't take them back. Keep your lips. And keep your heart and keep your lips. The Lord can help you to do that. The Lord 
Jesus never spoke one word out of turn. He never said anything that wasn't pleasing to His Father. Not only what He said, but the very tone of 
His voice. Because sometimes it's not always what we say, it's the way we say it. So isn't this a little word for us? Keep thy tongue from evil. 
And thy lips. From speaking guile. Now there's another verse in First Timothy. Chapter 5. First Timothy, chapter 5. And verse 22. Lay hand 
suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins. Keep thyself pure. Well, it's particularly the last part I was thinking of, Dear 
young people. The verse in its original intent no doubt has to do with choosing elders. And Timothy was to choose those who were to be 
leaders in the assembly. Today we don't have anyone to choose those, but it was so in the early church. But I only speak of this as a principle, 
and I believe it's a very important principle. Leihan said. On no man, that is, someone might come along and maybe they could talk very 
nicely, and Timothy might think, oh, that's a lovely person, I can be identified with that person. And then after a little while he finds out that 
this person could talk nicely and put on a good outward pretense. But those persons sometimes prove to be a big disappointment. The person 
that makes the big impression at first. After you get to know them a little better, they may not be what you expected at all. And Timothy was



warned here to be careful. Laying hands on them was the thought of becoming identified with them. And you know, dear young people, we
need to be careful about the friends that we choose. I've always thought there was an excellent verse in the 119th Psalm, the 63rd verse, and
it says. I am a companion. Of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts, we should be careful about those with whom we
become identified. You know you can get into bad company. How often a man has even been brought up to court because he was in
company with those who were doing what was wrong he got charged with. A responsibility in connection with what he had done because he
was identified. With the wrong kind of companions. And I say to you, dear young people, be careful about the companions that you choose, it
says here. Lehan suddenly on no man neither be partakers of other men's sins by becoming identified with boys and girls that are doing
wrong things. Sometimes you may be blamed because you were in company with them, you were sharing with them in what they were doing.
And that's the importance of choosing the kind of companions that the Lord speaks about. Companions that fear the Lord. What does it mean
to fear the Lord? Fear the Lord Well, Joseph was a man that feared the Lord. A temptation was brought before him. He was working in a
certain place, and there was a very bad woman there. And she, she put a temptation in his way. And he said, God forbid that I should do this
great wickedness. And sin again.

Against God and he ran for his life. He ran for his life. He didn't want to become identified with something that was wrong. He wanted to keep
his body pure and he did And dear young people, there's going to be all kinds of temptations that present themselves in your life. And I want
to say this to you. It's not only. With those that you meet at school, there might even be some children. Who were brought up in the meeting
who don't keep themselves pure. There's another verse in Proverbs that says. I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and
assembly. Sometimes you might say, Oh well, they're meeting young people. Well, thank God if they have been brought up in the meeting.
Thank God if they have been taught his fear. But the verse doesn't say I am a companion of all those that count themselves among the
people of God. It says I am a companion of all them that fear thee. And of them that keep thy precepts, you may find some who have been
brought up in Christian homes, but they don't fear the Lord. But Joseph did. He was afraid of sinning against God. He was afraid to do
something that was pleasing to God. And you know, when I was a boy and I went to school, one of the things that I remember that had a
great deal to do with influencing my life was a prayer. My father used to pray. I can still remember it to this day when we started off to
school. I can hear him pray and ask the Lord that we would be afraid to do anything that was a sin against God, that we be afraid to do
anything that was a sin against God. And so you might say, well. Everybody's doing it, but it says here, keep thyself pure. Remember the
verse that we started with. You pay dearly if you don't. You pay dearly if you don't. Many a young person has wrecked his or her life because
they didn't keep themselves warning here for us. And if you pay attention to this warning, you'll look back and thank God that you were
careful. About the companions that you choose, did they fear the Lord? Did they keep His word? For His word sets before us His mind, His will
for our pathway. So here this has to do. Perhaps we could say this verse has to do with our bodies keeping ourselves pure. Now let's turn to
John 14 chapter. John chapter 14 and verse 15. If ye love me, keep my commandments. Well, when it speaks about commandments here, it's
not talking about the 10 commandments. It's talking about God's revealed mind. Perhaps someone might say, well, why are they called
commandments? Well, you know, where love is operative in the heart, Anything that someone asks you to do, whom you love, has the power
of a command. What would you think of me if my wife asked me to do something and I said. That is that a request or a command? He would
say, well, that's a funny way to talk. If you really love somebody, you want to do something that's pleasing to them. And so when I think of
who the Lord Jesus is, and I think of what he did for me in going to Calvary's cross and dying in my place and bearing the judgment that I
deserve, and then I think that he's asked me to do certain things. I say I want those things to have. The power of a command over my heart. I
don't want to find myself saying, do I have to do that? It isn't a question of that where love is operative in the heart. When we think as Jesus
said here, if he loved me and we do love him, the little hymn says, and we love thee, blessed Lord, ye now, though feeble here. Thy sorrow
and thy cross record what makes us. US know thee near, and when we think of how much he loved us, don't we want to please him? When
the law was given at Mount Sinai, there were thunderings and there were lightnings in the mountains shook. And Moses said, I exceedingly
fear and quake. And God made known his his desires for man, and a curse upon all those who disobeyed. Oh, how different in Christianity.

Why does it say if he loved me keep my commandments? Well, I believe it's just this, dear young people, that when the Lord saved you, he 
gave you a life that wants to please him. Perhaps you've heard me say before, as a Christian, the Lord will never ask you to do anything that 
the new life he has given you does not want to do, because what is characteristic of the new life that he has given to us is obedience. Our 
brother brought before us the. The obedience of the Lord Jesus and God has now given us the very life of Christ. Christ himself is our life. And 
so, just as with the Lord Jesus, it was his good pleasure and delight to do His Father's will. I want to tell you that as a believer you possess the 
life of Christ. You have a nature that wants to please Him. The reason we sin as believers is because we let that old nature that was 
condemned at the. Cross we let it act, but if He loved me, keep my commandments. And so as you read His word and you discover His word 
in your mind, I just want to say to you, dear young people, do what's pleasing to the Lord. Now in Two Timothy there's another verse, Second 
Timothy chapter 1 and verse 14. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. Well, here it 
has more particularly to do with the truth of God that has been given to us. And I wish to say that it's a very, very great privilege to be 
brought up under the sound of God's word. It's a great privilege to be in the assembly gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus. But dear. 
People, there is a deposit committed to us. There's something that has been committed to us. We've been talking about keeping our hearts 
and keeping our bodies and keeping our tongues, but here it has to do with something that God has committed to us to keep. I've seen a lot 
of young people who have been brought up. They know the truth of God because they have sat in the meetings, they've heard it ministered. 
They know the truth. Truth as to the person and work of Christ. They know the truth of the one Body. They know the truth of being gathered 
to the name of the Lord Jesus. They know all these precious things, but they let them slip away. They're just, they just let them slip away. And 
here there's a warning given to Timothy, that good thing which was committed unto thee. Timothy was living in a day when Paul had to say, 
all those in Asia have departed from. From me there's thousands of real Christians who are not content to walk in the truth. They want a 
wider path. They choose that certain doctrines are important but others are not, and so they set standards of their own. A young man said to 
me, it's just about a couple of months ago I was talking to him. He'd been brought up in the meeting just as I was, and now he's gone off and 
he is let a lot of the truth that he once. Slip away. And he said, Oh, I don't like it the way they insist upon the truth of being gathered to the 
name of the Lord Jesus. And I said, but Art, don't you stand for certain things yourself? And he said, yes, but I said, what do you stand for? 
You have set a certain code of things that you stand for. But God has nothing less than all his truth, not part of it. That young man, he 
wouldn't deny. That deity of Christ, he wouldn't deny the blood of Christ. He wouldn't deny eternal security, not for anything. But He said 
certain things that he thought were worth holding and other things that he could let slip. But here was something committed to Timothy, and 
dear young people, especially those of us who have been brought up in the meeting. A deposit of truth has been committed to us. We have 
no right to trifle with it and say, I can let this go and accept that, and I can hold on to some things, but I can let others go. No, he was to keep



what was committed to him. And may the Lord give us to value the privilege of being gathered to the name of the Lord. Jesus and of walking
in the truth that has been committed to us as gathered to his precious name. Oh, what a responsibility in these last days, just before the Lord
comes, will we be sorry that we sought to walk in the truth? Oh no, I don't mean to boast, dear young people, and I'm sure that you see
failures in the assembly and you see failures in me, but I'm not talking about that I'm.

Talking about the truth of God, I know that I failed and I trust, I hang my head and say, I know I'm part of the failure. And I'm, I'm sure most of
us and I trust all of us gathered to the Lord's name would hang our heads and say, yes, we're part of the failure. But I'll just tell you one little
thing that I heard about Mr. Chapter McIntosh. He was going to have a, a meeting one time. And they assembly Hall and he met another
Christian man whom he knew. Very well, but this man was very much opposed to the position of being gathered to the Lord's name. And he
said to Mr. McIntosh, he said, Mr. McIntosh, I'm going to preach against the brethren tonight. And Mr. McIntosh said I'm going to do the same
thing. Oh, he said, Mr. McIntosh, if you left the assembly, No, he said, but you're going to preach against the doctrines that. They they hold,
I'm going to preach against their practice and now you know, it's one thing. To hang our heads and acknowledge that we have failed in
maintaining and walking in the truth. It's another thing to give it up. May the Lord keep us. We are to hold a deposit of truth that has been
committed to us. May He give us grace because some of us get a bit older. If the Lord leaves us here, there's a responsibility going to fall
upon each one of us, and we need grace from the Lord to do this. There's just a couple. More verses before we close, I'd like to look at 1 is in
Joshua chapter 23, Joshua chapter 23, and verse 6. Be ye therefore be therefore very courageous to keep and to do all. It is written in the
book of the Law of Moses that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left. And then another verse in Jude, the Epistle of Jude
and the 24th verse. And now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory, with
exceeding joy. Well, I just read that passage in Joshua to show that we realize it takes courage. It's not easy to go against the current, but the
Lord can supply the courage that we need. Joshua says to the people, be strong and of a good courage. And you know what? We need to
have that courage to go on. But do we do it in our own strength? Perhaps some of us might say. All I can hear a young person say, but you
don't know the pressures. You don't know what school life is like today. You don't know what it is to work in the office where I work and in the
shop where I work. Now, dear young people, I don't, but the Lord does. But the Lord does. He knows every bit of pressure that you're under.
He knows how much courage it takes to stand alone. Sometimes for the Lord, is he able to keep you? How isn't this beautiful unto him that is
able to keep you from falling, or the margin says, or the new translation rather says, from stumbling? He's able to keep you from stumbling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. If the Lord has in any measure preserves some of us, I don't
think any of us would take any credit to ourselves. We would just bow our heads and say I just thank the Lord that he's kept me. And that he
has preserved me. And dear young people, He can keep you. He can preserve you. It's a wicked day. But one of the things that astounds me
is to find that there's more young people at our conferences now than they used to be in days gone by. To me, it's a proof that the Lord is
able to keep our young people and He's able to keep you. Count upon him, lean upon him. Those everlasting arms will never fail. Trust him.
He's worthy of all your trust. Unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, who's going to have the joy in that day? For the Lord's going to have the joy, and that you in some measure valued his truth,
valued the position that He brought you into and sought to walk for His glory. He's going to have the joy, and He's able to keep.
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Turn to a few verses in connection with keeping as to our responsibility as well as to the fact that the Lord alone can really keep us. First of
all, I'd like to look at First Kings chapter 21St Kings chapter 20 and verse 39. And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king. And he said,
thy servant went out into the midst of the battle, and behold, a man turned aside and brought. Unto me and said, Keep this man, and if by
any means he be missing, then shall my life be for his life. Or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. And as thy servant was busy here and
there, he was gone. And the King of Israel said unto him, So shall I judgment be thyself hast decided it. Well we could read this whole chapter,
but it brings before us the responsibility. That had been given to this person to keep a certain man, and if he should let him go, then it says
his life would be for the man's life or he should pay a talent of silver. Well, I'd like to apply this in a practical way to ourselves because we
need, as it says, keep yourselves in the love of God. And so we need that keeping grace for our own pathway. And so if I could apply this.
Practically, how much we need to be kept, and if we are not diligent and make use of those provisions that God has made, there can be a
great personal loss to ourselves. And so it mentions here that if this man was let go, then it says his life should be for the life of the man who
was let go, or he should pay a talent of silver. Well, it tells us here that the man was busy here and there and he was gone. And dear young
people, it is a busy world. We're so busy here and there that we don't realize the necessity of the provision that God has made and the
necessity, too, of His keeping grace in our pathway. And I'd like to bring before you this afternoon those two things. Our own responsibility, as
well as God's goodness and his ability to. Keep us. He has made provision, as it says, by the word of thy lips have I kept me from the paths of
the destroyer. God has made a way in His word that we may be preserved. And just a little comment about this, where it says thy life shall be
for His life. You know, perhaps there are two different kinds of people described here. One who is not saved and one who is saved. And you
know, it's quite possible that if there's someone who is not saved here and you're totally indifferent to your responsibility, you've come to
these meetings, but you have decided that you're too busy here and there to be concerned about eternal and important things. Oh, how
solemn. If it should be as the world's as the word of God says, what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose? His own
soul. And are you so busily engaged with all those things that occupy us in youth and that you're not concerned about that which is most
important of all, your precious soul and where you will spend eternity? Will I plead with anyone here this afternoon who's not saved? I plead
with you to realize that you shouldn't allow the things of time and all those things that will occupy your mind to hinder you from that most
important thing. And that is, Are you ready? Have you received the Lord Jesus as your Savior? For only in knowing him as your Savior can you
be kept from judgment to come. And so the second thing is it says or pay a talent of silver. You know, I have a special interest and love for
young people and I've seen a lot of young people. Pay that talent of silver and that is they're really the Lords. They really. Put their trust in
Him. But because they have allowed themselves to become so involved in everything else that occupies their minds, the Lord has been put in
second place. And as one is often said, and as the Lord Jesus said in his word, it says. He that loveth his life shall lose it, and he that hateth
his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. And what is often said, you can have a sailor.



Saw but a lost life. You can pay dearly for going on in your own way. And as I have watched many dear young people and seen them grow up
and think of what promising young people they would be, what a blessing they would be if they would go on with the Lord. But they were
busy here and there and they got involved in things that resulted in a lost life. I expect to meet many of them in glory because they knew the.
As their Savior. But it's a sad thing, dear young people, to have a saved soul and a lost life, a life that has been lived for interests that pass
away. We just this morning read in the 22nd Psalm or in the 69th Psalm that we spoke of the 22nd Psalm. It says your heart shall live forever.
What does it mean your heart shall live forever? Oh, you say my heart will stop beating. Perhaps some. Day and I'll die. What does it mean?
Your heart shall live forever. Well, if we set our heart on things down here, everything that we are living for down here is going to pass away.
Have you and I set our heart upon things above? If so, what we have enjoyed in these meetings and what we can enjoy in our lives when we
give the Lord His rightful place. Why? Those things are going to live forever. They're going to continue. If you have learned something of
Christ in these meetings, if a desire has been produced in your heart to live for the Lord Jesus, then the results of that are eternal. Your heart
shall live forever. And so this seems a little warning here in this passage. Keep this man and if by any means he be missing. Then thy life shall
be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. And then he makes this apology. He said I was just busy, I wasn't watching. He was, I
was busy here and there. And the man was gone. And the prophet said, well, according to what you said, so shall your sentence be. And I
plead with you, dear young people, to consider what we have had before us in these meetings, the true values. That which really counts? Are
we going to live for what passes away? Or are we going to live in view of eternity? Now, there were different scriptures that I'd like to turn to
that have to do with keeping ourselves first of all, in Proverbs chapter 4, Proverbs chapter 4 and verse 23. Keep thy heart with all diligence,
for out of it are the issues of life. The new translation reads Keep thy life above all that is guarded. Now, when we have something that we
really value, we take good care of it. We say, I wouldn't lose that thing for anything in the world. It's very precious to me. And we have things
that we guard. I've heard people say, well, I guard that, like my life, there are things that we really count worthwhile, but what are we? What
should we? Guard above anything else that we guard. Is it some amount of money that's been committed to us? Is it our health that we're
guarding? Is it our automobile? Well, it's it's nice to have good health. We can be thankful if the Lord has provided a way of transportation
and provided the means for our livelihood. But there's something that's most important of all. Keep thy heart above everything. Is guarded.
You know, there are many claims upon your heart, things that will take up your heart's affections. Some people live for money, some people
live for fame, some people live for entertainment and prominence and position in this world. There are all kinds of things. Oh dear young
people, I ask you, what is your heart seeking after? What is the thing if the Lord were to come to you like? Said to those two disciples in the
1St chapter of John. He turned and he saw them following him and he said, What seek ye? And if the Lord Jesus came in person down into this
room and walked around and spoke to each one of us and said, What are you seeking in life? What is your answer? What is mine? Well their
answer was very beautiful when the Lord said, What seek ye, they said.

Master, where dwellest thou? Their answer was, Lord Jesus, we want to be in thy company. All dear young people, that's the grandest desire
that you could possibly have. If the Lord Jesus hasn't done everything that's necessary to win your heart and mine, I ask, what more could he
do? He's proved his love at Calvary. He's up there interceding for us. He's interested in everything in our lives. There isn't a single detail that
he's not concerned about, and he invites us to pour out our hearts before him. He's the best friend you can possibly have. And so isn't this a
little word for yourself? Isn't it a little word for me to keep our hearts above everything that is guarded? The enemy is seeking to steal your
heart. There may be some girlfriend or boyfriend that's trying to steal your heart, that's trying to take it away. From the Lord. If it's a true
helpmate, they're going to help you to follow the Lord. It can be very thankful if the Lord provides you with a helpmeet who helps you to
follow the Lord, but if not, they are stealing your heart away from Him. And so isn't this a word for us? Keep thy life, keep thy heart with all
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life. In a few years our lives are going to shell what we have sought after. Our brother told us
yesterday of people in the business where he was and they strove to rise up in this world and all. What a sad end they came to. And I don't
need to repeat instances. You've seen them yourself. You've seen young people who have set out to get things in this world, to get money, to
climb to the top and. Oh, what frustration, what disappointment has so often come. But you will never meet a Christian who has set out to
follow the Lord Jesus, who has made him the object of his heart's affection and his desires. Who will ever say to you, Oh, I wish I had sought
after money and fame, I would have been much happier. Oh no, dear friends, No, dear young people, it's not so. Our brother chapter Brown
used to. Say the devil has no happy old people, you can visit in old folks homes and see men that were once prominent women that were
once very very clever, active people at all the frustration and disappointment. As we get a little older ourselves, my wife and I, we get papers
sent to us to try and console us about what pleasure we can find in old age. And you know, it just makes my heart sad. Them, because it's
quite evident that people don't know Christ and so they're suggesting all kinds of things and that you can seek after as you get toward the
end of your life, telling you to seek after this and seek after that so you can find something that'll make you happy in old age. All your friends,
dear young people, they have, they don't know Christ. They don't know the one who can fill and satisfy the heart. And so it says here, keep
thy. Heart above all diligence. Oh, I just want to say to you again, keep that heart of yours. Don't allow things to come in as a little. There's a
little hymn that puts it nicely. Take thou our hearts and let them be forever closed to all but they thy willing servants, let us wear the seal of
love forever there. So this first scripture that I bring before you is about your heart. Keep it with all diligence above everything that is
guarded, because that is going to influence your life. As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. Now I'd like to turn to another one in Psalm 34.
Psalm 34. Verse 13. Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil and do good. Seek peace and pursue it.
Well, the first verse that we noticed there in Proverbs 4 is about keeping our hearts. Here it says, keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from
speaking guile. Oh, how much trouble we've got into by saying things out of turn, saying things that we shouldn't, getting angry and saying
something that we regretted for the rest of our lives that we let.

Our tongues gull well might the psalmist say in a 30. 9th chapter The 39th Psalm. In the first verse I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I 
sin not with my tongue. I will keep my mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before me. And it tells us in James that the tongue is an unruly 
member full of deadly poison. Oh dear, young people, how many, many times? Sometimes we've said things when we were young, said 
things that we're sorry for because we didn't set a bridle on our tongues, we didn't watch what we said. And I just say to you as dear young 
people, be careful. The devil will try to get you trapped first with your heart, and then he'll get you into saying things. Things that you 
shouldn't say, things that you hear and you repeat and. You know, assurance that they're true, but you just hear them and you repeat them. 
Oh, how many things we are spared if we keep the door of our lips. Another verse in the Psalm says to set a watch to my lips. Oh, we we need 
that so continually to watch our lips. And then it says from seeking evil, speaking evil. Well, that's another thing. You know any of you who go 
to school? And who work in offices, You know how you're constantly surrounded by people who curse and swear, who repeat nasty stories, 
who say all kinds of questionable things. And, you know, it's very easy to get influenced by this kind of thing. Pick up some of those words, 
pick up some of those stories and repeat them. And I've heard people say, well, you might as well say it as think it. Well, I'll just tell you this,



that when you think it, you defile yourself. When you say it, you defile other people. There are a lot of things that I wish that I'd never heard.
People have said them and they thought it didn't matter about them saying them. But when they said it, that defiled me. And very often
things that I heard, things that I wish I hadn't heard, will come before my mind, even when I sit at the Lord's table. Oh, I wish that they had
never got into my mind. And that's why it tells you in Proverbs when you find those kind of people, as much as possible it says avoid it, pass
not by it, turn from it and pass away. When you hear that kind of conversation going on, don't stay there and listen, because if you stay there
and listen, it's going to get lodged into your mind. A dear old brother that I went to see over in New Jersey. Many years ago he was 84 years
old and he said to me, Gordon, I was saved when I was in my 30s. I I said a lot of things and did a lot of things when I was young. And he said,
here I am an old man. But he said they keep coming back to me. I wish I hadn't heard them. And so I'll say this to you. This is a very, very
important verse, said a watch on your lips. Ask the Lord to keep. Your lips, and not only from evil, but from speaking guile. How often we can
say mean unkind things. We were just hearing the other day about a young girl and somebody had said something very mean and unkind
about her to somebody else. And you know, it affected this girl's whole life and that person. I'm sure they're sorry they said it today, but it's
like that little story. That was in one of the publications. It's like taking that the brother told about someone who had said something he
shouldn't. And then he came back and said, I'm sorry. Well, he said, I'd like you to do something for me. And he gave him a pillowcase full of
feathers. And he said, now just go out and let those feathers go in the wind. And so he did. And he said, now will you please pick up all those
feathers for me? Well, you can't do it. You can't pick up the feathers and somebody let some of the feathers go at Outer Lake about 3 or 4
years ago and there's still lodged around in the doors. We just can't hardly get them all out. They let them go and there they are. Dear
friends. You say things and you can't take them back. Keep your lips and keep your heart and keep your lips.

The Lord can help you to do that. The Lord Jesus never spoke one. One word out of turn. He never said anything that wasn't pleasing to his
father. Not only what he said, but the very tone of his voice. Because sometimes it's not always what we say, it's the way we say it. So isn't
this a little word for us? Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile. Now there's another verse in First Timothy. Chapter 5,
First Timothy chapter 5 and verse 22 lay hand suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins. Keep thyself pure. Well, it's
particularly the last part I was thinking of, Dear young people. The verse in its original intent no doubt has to do with choosing elders. And
Timothy was to choose those who were to be leaders in the assembly. Today we don't have anyone to choose those, but it was so in the early
church. But I only speak of this as a principle, and I believe it's a very important principle. Lei Han suddenly unknown. Man, That is, someone
might come along and maybe they could talk very nicely, and Timothy might think, oh, that's a lovely person. I can be identified with that
person. And then after a little while he finds out that this person could talk nicely and put on a good outward pretense. But those persons
sometimes prove to be a big disappointment. The person that makes the big impression at first after you get to know. Them a little better.
They may not be what you expected at all. And Timothy was warned here to be careful laying hands on them was the thought of becoming
identified with them and you know dear young people, we need to be careful about the friends that we choose. I've always thought there was
an excellent verse in the 119th Psalm, the 63rd verse and it says. I am a companion of all them that fears. Thee and of them that keep thy
precepts. We should be careful about those with whom we become identified. You know you can get into bad company. How often a man has
even been brought up to court because he was in company with those who were doing what was wrong. He got charged with a responsibility
in connection with what he had done because he was identified with the wrong kind of companion. Ends and I say to you, dear young people,
be careful about the companions that you choose, it says here. Lehigh suddenly on no man neither be partakers of other men's sins by
becoming identified with boys and girls that are doing wrong things. Sometimes you may be blamed because you were in company with
them, you were sharing with them in what they were doing. And that's the importance of choosing the kind of companions that the Lord
speaks about. Companions. That fear the Lord. What does it mean to fear the Lord? Fear the Lord. Well, Joseph was a man that feared the
Lord. A temptation was brought before him. He was working in a certain place and there was a very bad woman there, and she put a
temptation in his way. And he said, God forbid that I should do this great wickedness and sin against God, And he ran. For his life, he ran for
his life. He didn't want to become identified with something that was wrong. He wanted to keep his body pure and he did. And dear young
people, there's going to be all kinds of temptations that present themselves in your life. And I want to say this to you, it's not only with those
that you meet at school. There might even be some children who were brought up in. Who don't keep themselves pure. There's another verse
in Proverbs that says. I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly. Sometimes you might say, Oh well, they're
meeting young people. Well, thank God if they have been brought up in the meeting. Thank God if they have been taught his fear. But the
verse doesn't say I am a companion of all those that count themselves.

Among the people of God, it says, I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts. You may find some who 
have been brought up in Christian homes, but they don't fear the Lord. But Joseph did. He was afraid of sinning against God. He was afraid to 
do something that was pleasing to God. And you know, when I was a boy and I went to school, one of the things that I remember. That had a 
great deal to do with influencing my life was a prayer that my father used to pray. I can still remember it to this day when we started off to 
school. I can hear him pray and ask the Lord that we would be afraid to do anything that was a sin against God, that we be afraid to do 
anything that was a sin against God. And so you might say, well. Everybody's doing it, but it says here. Keep thyself pure. Remember the 
verse that we started with. You pay dearly if you don't, that you choose. Did they fear the Lord? Did they keep His word? For His word sets 
before us His mind, His will for our pathway. So here this has to do. Perhaps we could say this verse has to do with our bodies keeping 
ourselves pure. Now let's turn to. John the 14th chapter. John chapter 14 and verse 15. If ye love me, keep my commandments. Well, when it 
speaks about commandments here, it's not talking about the 10 commandments. It's talking about God's revealed mind. Perhaps someone 
might say, well, why are they called commandments? Well, you know, where love is operative in the heart, Anything that someone asks you 
to do, whom you love has the power of a command. What would you think of me if my wife asked me to do something and I said, is that? 
Request or a command, he would say, well, that's a funny way to talk. If you really love somebody, you want to do something that's pleasing 
to them. And so when I think of who the Lord Jesus is, and I think of what he did for me in going to Calvary's cross and dying in my place and 
bearing the judgment that I deserve, and then I think that he's asked me to do certain things. I say I want those things to have the power of a 
command. Over my heart I don't want to find myself saying, Do I have to do that? It isn't a question of that where love is operative in the 
heart when we think as Jesus said here, if he loved me and we do love him, the little hymn says, and we love thee, blessed Lord, ye now, 
though feeble here, that thy sorrow and thy cross record, what makes us know thee near, and when we. Think of how much he loved us. 
Don't we want to please him when the law was given at Mount Sinai, there were thunderings and there were lightnings in the mountains 
shook and Moses said I exceedingly fear and quake and God made known his his desires for man and a curse upon all those who disobeyed. 
Oh how different in Christianity. Why does it say if he loved me keep my commandments. Well, I believe it's just this dear young people that 
when. The Lord saved you. He gave you a life that wants to please Him. Perhaps you've heard me say before as a Christian, the Lord will



never ask you to do anything that the new life He has given you does not want to do, because what is characteristic of the new life that He
has given to us is obedience. Our brother brought before us the obedience of the Lord Jesus and God has now given us. The very life of Christ,
Christ Himself is our life. And so, just as with the Lord Jesus, it was his good pleasure and delight to do His Father's will. I want to tell you that
as a believer you possess the life of Christ. You have a nature that wants to please Him. The reason we sin as believers is because we let that
old nature that was condemned at the cross, we let it act. But if he loved me, keep my. Commandments. And so as you read His word and
you discover His word in your mind, I just want to say to you, dear young people, do what's pleasing to the Lord. Now in Second Timothy,
there's another verse.

Second Timothy, chapter 1. And verse 14. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in US.
Well, here it has more particularly to do with the truth of God that has been given to us. And I wish to say that it's a very, very great privilege
to be brought up under the sound of God's word. It's a great privilege to be in the assembly gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus. But dear
young people, there is a deposit committed to us. There's something that has been committed to us we've been talking about. Keeping our
hearts and keeping our bodies and keeping our tongues. But here it has to do with something that God has committed to us to keep. I've
seen a lot of young people who have been brought up. They know the truth of God because they have sat in the meetings. They've heard it
ministered. They know the truth as to the person and work of Christ. They know the truth of the one body. They know the truth of being
gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus. They know all these. Precious things, but they let them slip away. They're just, they just let them slip
away. And here there's a warning given to Timothy, that good thing which was committed unto thee. Timothy was living in a day when Paul
had to say, all those in Asia have departed from me. There's thousands of real Christians who are not content to walk in the truth. They want
a wider path they choose. That certain doctrines are important, but others are not, and so they set standards of their own. A young man said
to me, it's just about a couple of months ago. I was talking to him. He'd been brought up in the meeting just as I was, and now he's gone off
and he's let a lot of the truth that he once knew slip away. And he said, oh, I don't like it the way they insist upon the truth of being gathered
to the name of the Lord Jesus. And I said. Art, don't you stand for certain things yourself? And he said, yes, but I said, what do you stand for?
You have set a certain code of things that you stand for. But God has nothing less than all his truth, not part of it. That young man, he
wouldn't deny that deity of Christ, He wouldn't deny the blood of Christ. He wouldn't deny eternal security, not for anything. But he said
certain things that he thought were worth holding and other things that he could let slip. But here was something committed to Timothy and
dear young people, especially those of us who have been brought up in the meeting. A deposit of truth has been committed to us. We have
no right to trifle with it and say, I can let this go and accept that, and I can hold on to some things, but I can let others go. No, he was to keep
what was committed to him. And may the Lord give us to value the privilege of being gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus. And of walking
in the truth that has been committed to us as gathered to His precious name. What a responsibility. In these last days, just before the Lord
comes, will we be sorry that we sought to walk in the truth? Oh, no, I don't mean to boast, dear young people. And I'm sure that you see
failures in the assembly and you see failures in me. But I'm not talking about that. I'm talking about the truth. God, I know that I failed and I
trust I hang my head and say I know I'm part of the failure. And I'm sure most of us and I trust all of us gathered to the Lord's name would
hang our heads and say, yes, we're part of the failure. But I'll just tell you one little thing that I heard about Mr. Chapter McIntosh. He was
going to have a a meeting one time and they assembly hall and he met another Christian man whom he knew very well. But this man. Was
very much opposed to the position of being gathered to the Lord's name. And he said to Mr. McIntosh, he said, Mr. McIntosh, I'm going to
preach against the brethren tonight. And Mr. McIntosh said, I'm going to do the same thing. Oh, he said, Mr. McIntosh, have you left the
assembly? No, he said, but you're going to preach against the doctrines that they they hold. I'm going to preach against their practice. And
now you know it's one thing to.

Hang our heads and acknowledge that we. Have failed in maintaining and walking in the truth. It's another thing to give it up. May the Lord
keep us. We are to hold a deposit of truth that has been committed to us. May he give us grace because if some of us get a bit older, if the
Lord leaves us here, there's a responsibility going to fall upon each one of us and we need grace from the Lord to do this. There's just a
couple more verses before we close I'd like to look at. One is in John. Chapter 23. Joshua chapter 23 and verse 6. Be ye therefore be therefore
very courageous to keep and to do all. It is written in the book of the Law of Moses that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the
left. And then another verse in Jude, the Epistle of Jude and the 24th verse. And now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory, with exceeding joy. Well, I just read that passage in Joshua to show that we realize it
takes courage. It's not easy to go against the current, but the Lord can supply the courage that we need. Joshua says to the people, be strong
and of a good courage. And you know what? We need to have that courage to go on. But do we do it in our own strength? Perhaps some of us
might say. All I can hear a young person say, but you don't know the pressures. You don't know what school life is like today. You don't know
what it is to work in the office where I work and in the shop where I work. No, dear young people, I don't. But the Lord does. But the Lord
does. He knows every bit of pressure that you're under. He knows how much courage it takes to stand alone. Sometimes for the Lord. Is he
able to keep you? How isn't this beautiful? And to him that is able to keep you from falling, or the margin says, or the new translation rather
says, from stumbling, He's able to keep you from stumbling and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.
If the Lord has in any measure preserves some of us, I don't think any of us would take any credit to ourselves. We would just bow our heads
and say. I just thank the Lord that He's kept me and that He's preserved me. And here, young people, he can keep you. He can preserve you.
It's a wicked day. But one of the things that astounds me is to find that there's more young people at our conferences now than they used to
be in days gone by. To me, it's a proof that the Lord's able to keep our young people and He's able to keep you. Count upon him, lean upon
him. Those everlasting arms will never fail. Trust Him, He's worthy of all your trust unto him that is able to keep you from falling. And to
present you fault us before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, Who's going to have the joy in that day? But the Lord is going to
have the joy. And that you in some measure valued his truth, valued the position that He brought you into and sought to walk for his glory.
He's going to have the joy and he's able to keep.
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I'd like to turn to. First Kings. In the 17th chapter. First Kings 17 and verse 13. When Elijah said unto her, Fear not. Go and do as thou hast
said, but make me thereof a little cake first. And bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord God of
Israel. The barrel of meals shall not waste, neither shall the cruise of oil fail, until the day that the Lord send rain upon the earth. And she
went and did according to the saying of Elijah, and she and he and her house did eat many days. The barrel of meal wasted not. Neither did
the crews of oil. Fail according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. Now the 18th chapter. And came to pass after many days,
that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, show thyself unto Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth. And Elijah
went to show himself unto Ahab, that there was a store of famine in Samaria. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house.
Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly. Ford was so, and Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took 100 prophets and hid them
by 50 in a cave, and fed them with bread and water. And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go unto the land, unto all the fountains of water, and unto
all Brocks peradventure, and we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So they divided the lamb
between them to pass throughout it. Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. And as Obadiah was in the
way, behold, Elijah met him, and he knew him, fell on his face, and said, Art thou that, that, my Lord Elijah? And he answered him, I am. Go
tell thy Lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And he said, what have I sinned? That thou withst deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab to slay me.
The Lord thy God liveth. There is no nation or Kingdom whither my Lord hath not sent to seek thee. And when they said He is not here, he
took an oath of the Kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. And now thou sayest go, tell thy Lord, Behold, Elijah is here. Now a little
farther down in the chapter. And the 30th verse. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto
him, and repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And Elijah took 12 Stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of
Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name. And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord.
And he made a trench about. The altar as great as would contain 2 measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the Bullock in
pieces, and laid him on the wood. And said fill the barrel, fill 4 barrels with water. And pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood. And he
said, Do it the second time, and they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the water ran
round about the trench, And he filled the trench also with water. And came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that
Elijah the prophet came near and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that
I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the
Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice and the wood and
the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces, and they said, The
Lord, he is the God, the Lord he is the God. And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not one of them escape. And they took
them. And Elijah brought them down to the Brooklyn, and slew them there. And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink, for there is
a sound of abundance of rain.

So Ahab went up to to eat and to drink, and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, and he cast himself down upon the earth and put his face
between his knees. And said to his servant, go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up and looked and said that there is nothing. And he
said, go again seven times. Came to pass at the 7th time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand.
And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stopped thee not. And it came to pass in the
meanwhile that the clouds were black with clouds, that the heavens was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab
rode and went to Jezreel. In the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
Could we turn over to Malachi? Last book in the Old Testament. Malachi Chapter 3. Verse 10. Bring ye all the ties into the storehouse. That
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith saith the Lord of hosts. If I will not open you the windows of heaven. Pour you
out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it. Well, in reading these passages tonight, brethren, I was thinking of how the
Lord provides for His own who looked to Him even in a dark and difficult day, and yet to how He delights to bless not only for our personal
needs, but also that He delights to bless all His people. We see how Elijah was cared for and that widow of Sarepta who had faith. In the time
of distress and trial among the people of God, but in the end we see the blessing reaching out. Saw that all the people of God shared in the
blessing that God delighted to bestow. And so I believe there are those two thoughts before us in these passages. And how the Lord would
have us, no matter how difficult or trying the day to find that we have a resource in Him individually, but also that our hearts might be
enlarged so that we might seek the blessing of all the people of God. Here we find in this passage here there was a famine, a terrible famine
in God's land, but there was one who was looking to the Lord, who was counting upon him, who was seeking to walk before him. Elijah, his
path was the lonely one, but he found his resource in the Lord and isn't important for us if there is a famine perhaps in the country as a
whole. Perhaps in our? Home life, perhaps in our assembly life, that faith can look to the Lord and find that he is able to meet that need, to
supply that need. Or it may be that he puts our faith to the test too. For in the beginning of the chapter, which I didn't take time to read, the
Lord had sent Elijah down to the book Cherith, and there it says that he commanded the Ravens to feed him, and they brought him bread
and. In the morning and again in the evening, and he was the drink of the water of the brook. Yes, God provided for him. But the time came
that even the brook dried up. And perhaps you and I have been cast upon the Lord. We have looked to Him. We have found how able He is to
meet our need and to supply those refreshing springs for our soul. And then it seemed that even a further disappointment came along here.
And can it be that sometimes when we are seeking to please the Lord, that He allows even a second disappointment, not only the first, that
there was this famine, but here now in the place where God had sent him in obedience to the Word of God, his faith was put to the test
again? Well, isn't that often saw in the pathway of faith? Don't we often find that as we seek to go on in the past, it's pleasing to. Lord, there
are testings of faith. Well, the Lord allows that so that we might be kept looking to him. It isn't enough just to say, well, I was looking to Him
during the three days of the meetings and we had such a happy time that all there are circumstances that continue to arise in our lives where
faith is again put to the test and where we must seek every day.

Directions from the Lord to the past. But how blessed it is to know that if the brook dried up, the Lord was able to provide spill for His servant. 
And so if there if it should come in our lives, that there is a trial and there seems no outlet, the Lord will open up the way day by day. And so 
he did for Elijah here. He told him now to go to Zarephath, not among the nation of Israel. This was outside of the land as it's mentioned in 
Luke's gospel. But nevertheless, God had a provision for his, his servant, and he said, I have commanded a woman to feed thee there. Oh, 
how lovely it is. The Lord had undertaken for Elijah even before Elijah knew about it. And he undertakes for us. He gives us to see his good 
hand working for us, providing for us in all our needs. He goes before. And so Elijah. Went there. And the famine was very, very grievous. And 
here was this poor widow, and she was going just to prepare a little provision for herself and for her son. And then she thought that was the 
last. She thought that was the end and that they were going to die. Well, how could Elijah ever expect that this woman was going to provide 
for him? She just had the very last for herself. Not even enough to keep herself and her son alive. How is she going to be able to do it for him



too? Well, faith doesn't look at circumstances, Faith looks at the Lord. Faith counts upon His word, even when everything seems to be against
us. Friend to the natural outlook, everything looks impossible. Isn't it precious that we can always count upon the Lord? And if He said, I have
commanded. A widow woman to feed thee. He was going to, He was going to fulfill his worry. For it's impossible for God to lie. And haven't
many of us come to such circumstances in our lives that it seemed the Lord directed us? And then perhaps when we came to the
circumstance, instead of it being what we expected, why at the first sight everything seemed to be grievous and disappointing. Ah, but the
Lord was undertaken. He was putting Elijah's faith to a task and he was also going to bring blessing to this widow and to her son. And so it
tells us in this 13th verse in Elijah sound to her. Fear not. How could he say fear not? Hadn't he? Hadn't the brook dried up? And hadn't he
right before him a picture of misery and no human resource? Well, isn't it lovely that one who is counting upon God, even though all things
seem to be going wrong, he can say, fear not, he can encourage another. Because when we are really enjoying the Lord in our souls, we can
speak words of encouragement to another who is perhaps in greater distress even than ourselves. I think this is so beautiful here. If there was
anyone whose heart perhaps had reason within him to tremble. Elijah, and yet one who was walking in communion with God completely
above the circumstances, he turns to this dear woman and says, fear not. Go and do as thou hast said, and make me thereof a little cake 1St
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. Now her faith was to be put to the test too. Would she be willing to make a
cake for him first, when it seemed that all she had was sufficient for herself and her son? All There are times when the Lord's claims come
first. Obedience to him comes before even that which nature seems to need and nature seems to desire. And so isn't it lovely here to see that
this woman was willing to act in obedience to the word of the Lord through the prophets, and that she did what the prophet had said, and
that she went and made him a little cake first?

And. Yet she had this beautiful promise in the 14th verse. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not waste, neither
shall the cruise of oil fail until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. What was it that enabled her then to go and do this? She
rested upon the word of Jehovah. He had said that the barrel of oil, barrel of meal would not waste. Nor are the crews of oil fail. And she
rested upon that. She acted upon that. It didn't say that the Lord would fill the barrel up. It doesn't say that he would fill the cruise of oil to
the top. She didn't go to the barrel and find it full right up. Now I expect that every time she went it was pretty near the bottom, but
nevertheless, each time there was sufficient the daily need the Lord was providing for. And you know, the Lord doesn't just allow us to see
how everything is going to be perfectly taken care of. For months and weeks ahead. But he does give us his own word. Promising us, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee, so that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. How isn't
that precious for faith? What a word for this dear woman's heart. And brethren, Israel, God is ours. He is sufficient for us too. He's able to
undertake for us in every need. And we can go to the barrel of Mayo, we can go to the cruise of oil. Perhaps the barrel of meal would speak to
us and the Lord Jesus. For he was the fine flower. He was the one who in his blessed pathway here in this world. Always walked in obedience
to His Father. No, the meat offering was a fine flour and I believe the thought in the fine flour is that it was it was crushed that. All made into
an even powder. Now that is in in the Lord Jesus. And there was. There was number outstanding virtue. Every virtue was equally outstanding.
Whatever whatever circumstance the Lord Jesus was in, no matter how crushing and difficult, we find that there was always perfect
evenness. If faithfulness was called for, He was faithful. If love was needed, he showed that love. If encouragement was needed, He spoke
that word of encouragement. Oh, how perfect He was in everything. And brethren, how lovely it is to have Him. For our example. And when
difficulties and trials come to those at word of the barrel of mail, because He's left us an example that we should follow in His steps, Who
when he was reviled, reviled not again, when he suffered, He threatened not, but committed himself to him. The judgeth righteously. Perhaps
that's the thought and the barrel of meal. And then the cruise of all would speak to us of the Spirit of God. Because you or I might say, oh, but
I just couldn't do that. That it's all very well to say how a person should act when someone doesn't speak nicely to them, or when everything
seems to go wrong, but I just can't act that way. Well, neither will the barrel of mail nor the cruise of oil fail. The perfect example of the Lord
Jesus and the Holy Spirit as the power. And so how lovely it is that we not only have His example for us in every step. Then in every situation
brought the Holy Spirit of God indwelling. The believer gives us the strength. I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me. And
so the Lord Jesus in his pathway here, everything that He did was pleasing to His Father, and his whole pathway was in the power of the Spirit
of God. And he said it won't fail until the Lord. Sendeth rain upon the earth. Well, she went and did this, then she acted upon what Elijah said
and it says in the 16th verse. And the barrel of meal wasted not. Neither did the crews of oil fail according to the word of the Lord.

Which he spake by Elijah. Here she ate of this many days. I don't know just how long, but it would seem that it might have been perhaps over 
a year. It would seem it was probably some length of time between the time that the brook dried up and the time that the 18th chapter 
begins when Elijah was sent to Elisha to Ahab to speak to him. When we read in James, it tells us that this famine lasted 3 years and six 
months. So it was quite a testing time, three years and six months. And so that many a day, no doubt the faith of this dear woman was put to 
the task. But every day there was a fresh supply. Every day there was what was needed, until the Lord sent rain upon the earth. I just 
mentioned too in passing that in the end of this chapter. Then we know how that her son died. Here was another testing that came because 
this is the way the pathway of faith is. It's beset with continual testings in which we find our own weakness, in which we learn our own hearts, 
and in which we learn the infinite resources of God. The infinite resources of God. In fact, I believe we can say that the two lessons that God 
taught his people Israel in the wilderness were these. The lesson of what their own hearts were, and the lesson of what his heart was, and his 
power to provide for them. It says to humbly and prove thee, and to show thee what was in thy heart. But then how in the later on, in that 
same chapter in Deuteronomy, it tells us how that he didn't allow their feet to swell, their raiment didn't wax old, the manna came every day, 
How God provided for them all through the wilderness journey. And so I say again, a test was brought into the life of this dear woman. She 
had believed the word of the Lord. She had acted in obedience. And then the Lord took away her son. But the Lord gave her back her son. He 
showed that He was able to meet her need. Well, brother, I see again the pathway of faith is beset by these kind of trials that teach us 
continual dependence upon the Lord and that we need strength from Him for every step of the way. But He will never fail. Well, in the 18th 
chapter then. Tells us here that the Lord sent Elijah to speak to Ahab. And while he was going? Why he met this man Obadiah? Obadiah was 
was a man that that held quite a high position under Ahab who acknowledged the authority of Ahab over him. And yet he sought to please 
the Lord in his measure, tells us in the fourth verse of this 18th chapter. And it was so when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that 
Obadiah took 100 prophets and hid them by 50 in a cave and fed them with bread and water. So we can see that this man Obadiah. In spite 
of the fact that he was in a wrong position. As I believe our brother Bellat in his little book brings out, he wore a garment of woolen and linen. 
That is, he was a man of mixed principles. He loved the Lord, he feared the Lord greatly, but he actually acknowledged the authority of Ahab 
first over him. And it's possible for us to do the same. Perhaps we do love the Lord Jesus. Perhaps we have an affection for his people too. 
This was quite a thing for Obadiah to feed 100 prophets of the Lord. And so we can find, we can see in him that there was quite a measure of 
faithfulness, quite a desire to please the Lord. But he wasn't one who always looked to the Lord, who took his orders from. The Lord, as I



remarked, He wore a garment of woolen and linen. For I might say that in the Scripture, in the Old Testament, when it speaks in Leviticus and
elsewhere about the garments, the thought is the associations of life.

The government is nearest to us, you know, and so it's our associations of life. And what are our associations? Perhaps we love the Lord, but
are we also? Seeking to go on, perhaps not truly loyal to Christ. Instead of taking our directions all together from the Lord, we're looking to
others. I'm seeking to please man instead of seeking to please the Lord. That's what we can see with Obadiah. And isn't it lovely that God
records these things in His Word, and not to see that He values every little bit of faithfulness that there is? He saw what Obadiah did. And
faithfully records it in his word. And moreover, Obadiah is going to be rewarded for what he did. God will take notice of everything in your life
and mine that is for him. And it's nice for us, brethren too, to see in one another what there is of Christ. It's nice for us, perhaps even
someone who is unfaithful, who is not really owning the lordship of Christ as a general thing in his life, to see that there are things. That God,
the eye of God behold, and that he delights to record. And so he's put it down here in his word about Obadiah, but nevertheless Elijah, when
he comes to meet him. Says in the seventh verse. And as all the Dire was in the way he hauled, Elijah met him, and he knew him. And and
fell on his face and said, art thou that my Lord Elijah? And he answered him, I am go tell thy Lord, Behold, Elijah is here. Notice how Elijah
addresses him. Elijah was faithful. Elijah said, well you are calling me your Lord, but the one who you really acknowledge is having authority
over your life is Ahab. That wicked king Ahab. Know how we have to watch the last? We do not acknowledge the Lordship of Christ in our
lives. And perhaps there is with us those things that show that we are fearing the world more than we fear the Lord. And so with poor
Obadiah, although he loved God's people, although he was glad to meet Elijah, and although he acknowledged him as the prophet of the
Lord. Still, he acknowledged the authority of Ahab. And the ninth verse. And he said, What have I sinned? That thou wouldst deliver thy
servant into the hand of Ahab to slay me. Notice how he didn't have peace in his soul. I don't mean that he didn't have the knowledge of
peace in the sense of having confidence in the Lord in regard to salvation. But you know, there's a difference between peace with God and
the peace of God. It's possible for a Christian. To know that his sins are forgiven and be rejoicing in the fact. That he'll never have to meet
God as a judge, that all his sins are washed away in the precious blood of Christ, and yet perhaps not be walking in the sense of the peace of
God ruling in the heart. I believe with Elijah there was a man who quietly walked with a sense that he was pleasing the Lord and the peace of
God presided in his heart, but with poor Obadiah because of the fact that there were mixed principles in his life. Here was a praying He was
afraid of Ahab. He was afraid to even fulfill the word of the Lord, which Elijah spoke to him. And you know, it's been said by another. The
higher we get in the world, the nearer we get to its prints. It has been sad, too. The more the world gives us a position, the more we fear the
world that has given us that position. And so that's the way it was with poor Obadiah. He was afraid. He feared the Lord, it tells us in the
beginning of the chapter, but he was tremendously afraid of Ahab. Oh, brethren, it's a blessed thing in our lives to walk in the sense of the
peace of God ruling in our hearts. And how can that be? Only as we seek to walk in communion with the Lord and in obedience to His Word.

And so they have with Obadiah. Rather, it wasn't Saul. He wasn't walking in dependence upon the Lord, he wasn't really walking in
communion, and he was living in fear of Ahab. He said in the 10th verse, As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or Kingdom whither my
Lord notice. Now he perhaps inadvertently acknowledges the authority of Ahab. My Lord hath not sent me to seek thee. And when they said,
He is not here, he took an oath of the Kingdom and nation. That they found thee not, and now thou sayest go tell thy Lord, Behold, Elijah is
here. See, he was, uh, he had a bad conscience and he was afraid and so he tries to explain his situation, but. Elijah. Says just pass on. To the
15th verse. And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth before whom I stand, I will surely show myself unto him today. So Obadiah went to
meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. Yes, we see the difference between the quiet confidence in which Elijah walked and
the manner of Obadiah walked. And may we not each ask our own hearts, Are we walking in that quiet sense of confidence in the Lord? How
are we walking day by day in the sense in our souls that we're seeking to please Him? Are we living in constant fear and afraid of the world
and afraid of what other people will say or think? I fear that that was the manner of life with all the dire. But now we passed down to the 30th
verse. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come here unto me. And all the people came near unto him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord
that was broken down. Well, as I remarked at the beginning, and to 1's own soul, it's precious, we see that although Elijah was provided for
and Loy had in his own soul a sense that the Lord was caring for him, it was his desire to see all the people of God bless. And you know,
that's, that's the way the Lord would have each one of us to feel toward his people. Oh, you say that they didn't like Elijah Very well. They had
turned against him. Yes, that was Saul. They had turned against him. Ahab didn't want him. He said, art thou he that troubleth Israel?
Nevertheless, it's beautiful to see how Elijah had a heart for the people of God. And brethren, I do believe that with each one of us. We need
to have our hearts enlarged in love and affection for all the people of God. Are we really seeking their blessing? Are we seeking that there
should be an abundance of rain for them, Showers of blessing? How each one of us praying that the Saints of God might be going on happily
in the enjoyment of Christ, not just satisfied that we ourselves have found a resource in Him, but seeking for all His people such a blessing.
Oh, I think it's precious to see this here with Elijah. So the first thing he did was to repair the altar of the Lord that was broken down. Israel
had neglected that altar, and now in front of the mall, he builds it up again. That is the Lord being given his rightful place. Well, may the Lord
grant that He would have his rightful place among His people. We know that in Christendom. We can see the breakdown of everything. It tells
us the end of all things is at hand. Be therefore sober and watch unto prayer. But oh, what a privilege it is that we can still worship in God's
appointed way, we can still gather in His appointed way, and we know that He delights in the blessing of His people. And so it tells us in the
31St verse, in Elijah took 12 Stones according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob.

Yes, actually Elijah was a prophet. Among the 10 tribes, there had been a division. Among God's people, 2 tribes had remained. With the 
House of David and the other ten were separated and all I do is actually among the 10. But we can see here how faith acts. How faith 
acknowledges the people of God as one. And so isn't this lovely here to find that when Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord that he took 12 
Stones? In his thoughts and in his affections, he took in all the people of God. And he built up this altar where those 12 Stones, and he put the 
wood in order, cut the Bullock in pieces. And then he made this ditch round about it, so that it tells us here that it would contain 2 measures 
of seed. And then he told them to pour water down all of the sacrifice. And they poured 4 barrels once, twice, three times. We know how that 
the prophets of Bail had tried to bring down far from heaven and they couldn't do it. But here he tells them now when he builds the altar of 
the Lord to pour all these barrels of water over the sacrifice and down over filling the trench all around the around the altar and he says. That 
the God who would answer by fire. He would be the true God. Well, I believe there's a lesson for us in this, brethren, and that is the only 
ground on which God can bless His people is through the sacrifice, through the work that the Lord Jesus has accomplished. There is only one 
ground. We can't claim any blessing because of our own faithfulness. How we have failed individually, how we have failed collectively, but all. 
Isn't it lovely to look up and count upon the Lord because of what took place at Calvary, to know that that cross of Calvary, the Lord Jesus? 
Bore all the wrath and judgment of God against sin. So that God might bring blessing to his people. And when you and I enter those courts of 
eternal glory, we won't have one thing to say about what we've done ourselves. All the glory will be to him because he has done it all. And



the one who would serve the people of God, the one who would seek the blessing of the people of God, must never forget this. Because all
blessing to God's people is founded upon the work of Christ. And so it tells us here in this 36th verse. And it came to pass at the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice. That Elijah the prophet came near and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this
day that thou art God in Israel, that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy command. He goes right back to those
unconditional promises that were made to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and now he looks up and counts upon the Lord answering because
of those. Unconditional promises. That he had made to those patriarchs. I know how lovely it is for us. To look back to Calvary and to know
that God has promised blessing through that work. I enjoy those verses in second the second Corinthians chapter 1. It says all the promises of
God in him are yeah and in him Amen to the glory of God by us that is. When the law was given, there was a yay and there was a nay. Yeah,
that is. Some stood on one mountain and some stood on another, and they pronounced blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.
And so there was a yeah and there was a nay. And alas, we know that God's people because of their unfaithfulness. Forfeited the land, and
were driven out of it. The possession of the land was made conditional on their obedience, and they forfeited it all. But he said in Christ. It's
all founded upon what Christ has done, and God's promises in Christ are not yeah and nay, but they're all yeah. They're all sure to be fulfilled
because they depend upon what Christ has done. Oh, how good it is to have the sense of that in our soul and never to come to the Lord
claiming anything on the ground of any faithfulness in ourselves.

Or any faithfulness in his people collecting. But just that, it's his delight to blast. And now the 37th verse. Hear me, oh Lord, hear me, that this
people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Yes, he said. The Lord is the only one that can
turn their hearts. The Lord, the only One, has always said I can't. I can't do it. No faithfulness on my part can do it. The famine hadn't turned
their hearts back. They were just as callous as ever. But isn't this lovely? Thou hast turned their hearts all, brethren, isn't it wonderful, the
resource we have in the Lord? And that he can do things that we never thought could be done. He's able, it's blessed to turn to him and count
upon him. As was brought before us about this dear lady out in San Bacon. And how wonderful it was that the Lord answered that prayer so
unexpectedly. But he's still able to do the same in these lands. He's still able to come in. Is there something that seems like an impossible
situation? Isn't it lovely? Thou hast turned their heart. The King's heart is in the hand of the Lord of the rivers of water. He turneth it
whithersoever he will. He is the one who is over all, and here he said, Lord, turn their hearts back to thee. And the Lord answered that prayer.
The Lord came in. But it tells us in the 38th verse, the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones
and the dust that licked up the water that was in the trench. Yes, and the consuming fire fell down. And there it licked up, consumed the
sacrifice and the stones. Yes, it was all consumed, so to speak. If one could speak in this way, it burned itself out. And so that's what took
place at Calvary. The fire of God's judgment burned itself out. And nothing is left for us. We sing sometimes. Nothing for us remains nothing
but love. Oh, isn't it blessed to know that that fire has consumed all that could possibly be consumed? I'm sure that the people, perhaps even
Elijah, didn't realize that the fire would actually consume the stones. But that fire was so hot that it consumed everything that could be
consumed. And isn't it lovely, brethren, to know that the work of Calvary has settled everything to the glory of God? Not according to our
thoughts. But according to the thoughts of God himself, and the God himself has been glorified in the work of his Son. And so the people fell
on their faces, and they said, the Lord, he is the God, The Lord he is the God. Yes, they acknowledge them, the Lord. Their hearts were turned
back to Him. Oh, how lovely it is to see their hearts were turned away from Baal. Their hearts were turned back to him. And what will bring
our hearts back to him? All I believe is each one of us here could have a fresh glimpse of what the Lord Jesus suffered for us at Calvary. Our
hearts would be turned back to Him. We would acknowledge His authority. We would gladly and willingly acknowledge his rights over
everything. And so he said, now don't let any of these prophets escape. Don't let any of them escape. And all when we think of what the Lord
has done for us, when we think of that great work accomplished at Calvary. That makes us willing to be done with anything and everything
that robs us of the enjoyment of Christ in our lives. He says, don't let one of them escape. And you know, it's an interesting thing to me that it
says here that these prophets, they ate at Jezebel's table. They ate at Jezebel's table. Well, you know. The family table is the place of
relaxation, isn't it? It's where we sit down and we kind of relax. And all, how careful we have to be. Well, what goes on at the table? How
careful we have to be?

Who it is, and what things are talked about, and what things we do when we sit down to the table. Every time that Obadiah sat down in the 
House of Ahab, here were all these prophets. Could they ever be talking of anything that was good there? Could there be anything that was 
for the glory of God? There? Nothing. Well, he said, let all these prophets be destroyed. And so if there's anything that's hindering us from 
walking in the enjoyment of Christ, whether it's the fact that we don't spend our free time as we should for the Lord. If there's something that 
we're allowing in our lives, perhaps in our homes, if there's something that's a hindrance when we think of what the Lord has done for us and 
then we turn and say, well, this has to be set aside. This has to be done with. And so they were all put aside. And now the hindrance was 
removed that God could come out and the blessing that was in his heart for his people. Because he wants to bless brethren, just as we read 
those lovely verses in Malachi. And it was in a still a day of still greater weakness than this. For you only have to read the prophet Malachi to 
see how weak things were at that time. And how they were saying it was vain to serve the Lord, They wouldn't open the doors of the Lord's 
house for not. Oh, there were so many things they were even questioning the Lord's love to them was a sad state that the Lord said, prove 
me. Told me now, he says. He said, I am still able to open the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And brethren, the heart of God is still the same today. Indeed, if one could say it, his heart has been revealed in a richer 
and fuller way in Christianity than it ever was in Judaism. Can we not say that all that's in the heart of God has now come out? In the Old 
Testament, God made a partial revelation of Himself. And when Moses stood in the Cliff of the rock, he saw the glory of his back parts. But 
now the glory of God shines out in the face of Jesus Christ. But I say again, because I want to bring out this point, it was what was particularly 
on my heart, the willingness of God to bless His people. And not just to bless us individually, but to bless us collectively. He wants to bless us 
collectively. We can be satisfied, perhaps, that we are seeking to go on to the Lord individually. But Elijah wasn't satisfied with anything less 
than seeing all the people of God in the enjoyment of what was in the heart of God for women. And so when they acknowledge that he is the 
God, and he said, well, we must remove every hindrance now. And so all these prophets are done away with. And now it says in the 41St 
verse in the Elijah said unto Ahab, get thee up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of abundance of rain. So they have went up to eat and to 
drink, and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel. And he cast himself down from the earth and put his face between his knees. Now God was 
going to come in for the blessing of His people, but notice the place that Elijah takes. He gets down, he gets down, cast himself down, puts 
his head between his knees. In the scripture, speak to us a prayer, I believe, speak of taking the low place, and he put his head down 
between his knees. And he cried to the Lord. We're not told here about him praying, but it does tell us in James that he prayed again and the 
heavens gave rain. So here we know that he was praying for the people of God, praying that God would now open the windows of heaven and 
bring that blessing which he delighted to bestow upon them. And so he said to his servant. Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up.



And looked and said there is nothing. There is nothing. Yes. Not right at once, not right away. Because again. Faith must be put to the test.
We must act in faith and confidence in the Lord, and sometimes. We're impatient, tells us in James. Let patience have her perfect work. And
there needs to be that patience in that waiting upon the Lord, turning to him in prayer, acknowledging that He is the only one who can bless
taking a lowly place.

So here I believe patients did have her perfect work. He went once, he said there's nothing, nothing's happened. Rewind again. Seven times. I
believe sometimes, brethren in prayer, that we give up too soon. We ask the Lord for something and we look and nothing seems to happen
and we get discouraged. Doesn't the devil get us discouraged so easily? Oh, I believe myself that Satan's greatest weapon against the people
of God is discouragement. He always gets us looking at circumstances instead of counting upon the Lord. We know how in Saul's life, King
Saul, there was a picture to us of the natural man. Samuel told him to tarry for seven days. And so it tells us that when the 7th day came, he
thought Samuel wasn't going to come. So he acted impatiently. He acted unwisely. As Samuel said to him, Thou hast done foolishly. Well, he
said, I waited 7 days. Well, apparently he didn't wait until the end of the 7th day. He thought he D waited long enough. That's not often true
with us. We think, well, I've been patient long enough, I've waited. But oh, how good it is just to count upon the Lord quietly and know that He
is able and He is willing and He delights to bless his people. And so the 7th time, just when I suppose. The servant might say it's no use. Why
he just saw that little cloud the size of a man's hand. Oh, he says, the blessings on the way. The blessings on the way, you know how good it
is to see that behind all the circumstances there is a hand. Behind everything I say, there's a hand. Everything that takes place in the
country, everything that takes place in our homes and our assemblies in business, there's a hand. We may not see it at once. We may think
there's nothing to it. But when there's a continual looking to the Lord, that hand appears. That hand, how lovely the little hymn puts it, The
hand how many sins have pierced is now our God and guide. And tells us in the 44th verse that came to pass at the 7th time, that he said,
Behold, there arises a little cloud of the sea. I might say that the sea. Is a picture to us in the scripture of nations and confusion. It's a state of
confusion. And that's why it tells us about the servant going to look toward the sea. Was there going to be any deliverance? Seven times he
went, and then out of all his confusion, out of all this state of trouble, he saw that hand rise. And he said, Go up and say unto Ahab, Prepare
thy chariot, and get thee down at the rain, Stop thee not. Yes, how God came in now. After waiting for those three years and six months, then
how God came in and He didn't come in, just in a little way, He truly did open the windows of heaven. The heavens were black with clouds
and wind. And there was a great rain. It was a great rain, and it says in the 46th verse in the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded up
his loins and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. Now this encouragement lifted the heart of God's servant, and here he ran before. I'd
like to just notice here before we close in Isaiah chapter 40. Isaiah chapter 40. Verse 28. Now begin from the 27th verse. Why sayest thou, O
Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God. Hast thou not known, hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary. There is no searching of His
understanding. He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might He increased. Embrace the strength. Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with
wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint.

Oh how beautiful these verses he says, don't say my way is hid from the Lord, that is that the Lord doesn't know what's going on. The Lord
knows all about it, and my judgment is passed over from my God that he is not able to undertake for us, but instead he says. Hast thou not
known? He has just talked about God's greatness in creation, and now he says there's no searching of his understanding. And he giveth
power to the faint, and to them that have no might he increases strength. Obadiah was weary, going around just to find a little grass, just to
find a little to feed the horses and the mules. But here God came in so abundantly and provided for all His people, and best of all, He turned
their hearts back to Himself. Oh, may the Lord grant that our hearts may be turned to him. And these precious words, they that wait upon the
Lord shall. Renew their strength. Renew their strength. How often do we need this renewing? Over and over and over again. There's always a
tendency for us to faint. And they tell us about the eagle, how it renews its strength. Well, the Lord is able to do this for us. And so we only
have a little while. The Lord is coming soon, is going to take his own home, to be forever with himself. May we have that confidence that
looks to him, that counts upon him. And in the trials and difficulties, may we know what it is to walk in personal communion with the Lord. But
may the Lord also give us that large heart that seeks the blessing of all his people, that builds up the altar in front of them. Instead of, as it
were, getting discouraged and saying it's no use the bills up the altar that looks to Calvary and knows that all blessing is founded upon what
Christ has done. And then. Intercedes for God's people. And seeks their blessing all. He has untold blessings in store at the end of the
journey. And brethren, he wants us to drink of the brook in the way, so that we might lift up the head.
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