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1 Kings - Commentaries by Hamilton Smith

Elijah: A Prophet of the Lord, Horeb: the Mount of God (19:9-18)

Arrived at Horeb, the Mount of God, the prophet seeks a hiding place in a mountain cave. Again the word of the Lord comes to him with the
searching question, " What doest thou here, Elijah?" The prophet had fled from the place of public testimony and active service—fled at the
threat of a woman, fled for his life. He had left the path of service with its suffering, opposition, and persecution, and sought a place of safety
amidst wilderness solitudes and mountain caves. Now conscience must be probed and account rendered to the Lord for his actions. One has
well said, " At Horeb, the Mount of God, all things are naked and open; and Elijah has to do with God, and with God alone."

How hard it is to continue in the path of service when all apparently ends in failure. When there are no immediate results from our labors,
when ministry is neglected, the servant slighted and even opposed, then it is we are ready to flee from our brethren, give up active service,
and seek rest under some juniper tree, or retirement in some lonely hiding-place. But the Lord loves us too well to let us rest in quiet places
of our own choosing. He raises the question in our conscience, " What doest thou here?"

No such question was raised in the solitudes of Cherith, or in the home at Zarephath. The prophet was led to the lonely brook and the widow's
home at the word of the Lord; he had fled to the cave at Horeb at the threat of a woman.

Elijah gives a threefold reason for fleeing to the cave. First, he says, " | have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts." He implies that his
zeal for the Lord was all in vain, and hence he had given up all public testimony. Occupation with our own zeal will ever lead to
disappointment and discontent with the danger of giving up the path of service.

Then he complains of the people of God. They have forsaken God's covenants, thrown down His altar, and slain His prophets. This implies that
the hopeless condition of the people of God made it useless to continue laboring in their midst.

Lastly, he says, " I, even | only, am left; and they seek my life to take it away." The prophet pleads that he is left alone and the very people
before whom he had given such a mighty testimony had turned against him. Hence he had turned his back on them and sought rest and
shelter in the lonely cave.

The Lord's question brings to light the true condition of the prophet's soul, but the prophet has yet to learn the real motive for his flight. It
was not at all because his zeal had failed to effect any change; nor was it because of the terrible condition of God's people, nor yet because
they sought his life.

Never was zeal like the zeal of the Lord. He could say, " The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up," and yet He had to say, " | have labored in
vain, | have spent My strength for naught and in vain." Never, too, was the condition of Israel more terrible than when the Lord labored in
their midst. Again, how truly the Lord could say in the day of His humiliation, " They seek My life to take it away." But in spite of His zeal and
His labor being in vain, in spite of the condition of the people, and though again and again they sought to take His life, yet He never for an
instant swerved from the path of perfect obedience to the Father. He never sought the safe retreat of some lonely cave. He held on His
perfect way in the path of obedience to the Father, and unselfish service to men. Do we wish to know the secret of that lovely life? We learn it
when we hear Him say, " | have set the Lord always before me: because He is at my right hand | shall not be moved " (Psa. 16:8). Moreover
He looked not at the rough ways He had to tread, but at the glorious end of the journey. " My flesh also shall rest in hope... Thou wilt show Me
the path of life; in Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."

Elijah had fled, therefore, just because he had failed to keep the Lord always before him; and he looked at the roughness of the way rather
than to the glorious end to which it was leading. The failure of his devoted life to effect any change, the evil condition of the people, and the
persecution to which he was subjected, would never have moved him from the path of service had he kept the Lord before him. And what
matter the roughness of the journey if it ends in being rapt to heaven in a chariot of glory!

So the Lord again speaks to Elijah, " Go forth, and stand upon the Mount before the Lord." These words disclose the secret of his failure. Elijah
may give many plausible reasons for fleeing to the cave, but the true reason is that he had failed to keep the Lord before him. The secret of
the bold witness before Ahab, his power to raise the widow's son, the power to bring down fire from heaven and command the rain, was
simply that he moved and acted in faith before the living God. The secret of his flight, on the other hand, was that he acted in fear before a
dying woman. When addressing the apostate king he can say, " The Lord before whom | stand "; when he contemplates the wicked queen it is
rather, Jezebel before whom | flee.

Elijah has to learn another lesson if he is to be consciously brought into the presence of the Lord. He had seen the fire descend on Carmel, he
had seen the heavens " black with clouds and wind " at the coming of the rain, and Elijah had connected the presence of the Lord with these
terrifying manifestations of nature. He had thought that, as a result of these mighty displays of the power of God, the whole nation would turn
to God in deep repentance, and for the moment, indeed, they did fall upon their faces and own, " The Lord, He is the God."

But no real revival had taken place. Elijah has to learn that wind and earthquake and fire may indeed be God's servants to awaken men, but
unless the " still small voice " is heard, no man is really won for God. The thunder of Sinai must be followed by the still small voice of grace, if
the heart of man is to be reached and won. God was not in the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, but in the still small voice.
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" And it was so when Elijah heard the still small voice he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entering of the cave."
Elijah is in the presence of the Lord, with the immediate result " he wrapped his face in his mantle." Away from the Lord he talks about
himself, in the presence of the Lord he hides himself. But there is still pride, bitterness, and anger in his heart, so again the Lord searches him
with the question, " What doest thou here, Elijah?" God will have everything laid bare in His presence. Elijah again unburdens his spirit. All
that he says is true as to fact, but the spirit in which it is said is wholly wrong. It is easy to discern the wounded pride, the embittered spirit,
that lurk behind his words and lead the prophet to speak well of himself and nothing but evil of God's people.

The prophet, having repeated his complaint and shown what is in his heart, has to hear God's solemn judgment.

First the Lord says, " Go, return on thy way." The prophet must retrace his steps. Then he is to appoint other instruments to carry on the work
of the Lord. Had Elijah complained of the evil of the people of God? Now it shall be his sorrowful mission to appoint Hazael king over Syria—an
instrument to chastise the people of God. Had Elijah fled from before the threat of the wicked Jezebel? Then he must appoint Jehu to be king
over Israel—the instrument to execute judgment upon Jezebel. Had Elijah spoken well of himself, and thought that he only remained? Then he
must appoint Elisha to be prophet in his room. Had the prophet, in his complaint, so forgotten God, and all that God was doing in Israel, that
he thought he alone was left and that he was the only man by whom God could work? Then he has to learn that God had seven thousand who
had not bowed the knee to Baal. Elijah had indeed been very jealous for God, but he had not been able to discover God's seven thousand
hidden ones. He could see the evil of the mass, he could see what God was doing in judgment, but he was unable to discern what God was
doing in grace.

In the presence of this solemn message the prophet is reduced to silence. He no longer has a word to say for himself. On Carmel he had said
before the king and all Israel, " |, even | only, remain a prophet of the Lord "; on Mount Horeb he had twice said in the presence of the Lord, "
I, even | only, am left." But at last he has to learn the wholesome lesson that he is only one amongst seven thousand.

Finally we may notice another touching feature in this incident, and that is the considerateness of God's dealings, even at the moment of
rebuke.

Another has said, " God acted towards Elijah as towards a beloved and faithful servant, even at the moment in which He made him sensible
of his failure in the energy of faith; for He did not make others aware of it, although He has communicated it to us for our instruction."

Elijah: A Prophet of the Lord, Jezebel: the Flight Into the Wilderness (19:1-17)

Elijah had witnessed the good confession before 1-,the wicked king, the false prophets and the idolatrous nation; now he is called to face the
opposition of a very different character, that of the wicked Jezebel. The king was selfish and indolent, seeking only the gratification of his lusts
and pleasures and quite indifferent to religion. Jezebel, on the contrary, was a woman of intense energy, a religious fanatic, pursuing idolatry
with untiring zeal, protecting the priests of Baal, and persecuting the servants of the Lord. In order to attain her religious ends she sought to
wield the secular and regal power of her weak husband.

For this reason Jezebel is used by the Spirit of God as the impersonation of a corrupt religious system, energized by Satan, pursuing its way
with intense and persistent zeal, always persecuting or endeavoring to seduce the servants of God, and seeking to wield the secular power
for its own ends. And just as Jezebel sought to gratify the whims and lusts of Ahab in order to bring him completely under her power, so the
papal system, for which Jezebel stands, has sought throughout the centuries to gratify the lusts of kings and statesmen, as well as the mass
of men, pandering to their avarice, vanity, and pride, in order to bring both States and individuals under its power. Just as the alliance of Ahab
with this wicked woman wrought such trouble in Israel, so, too, the union of Church and State has wrought ruin in that which professes to be
the Church of God on earth today (Rev. 2:20-23).

It was the persecuting zeal of this terrible woman, that Elijah had now to meet. His courage failed before the threat of her vengeance, and he
fled for his life. Passing through the land of Judah he came to Beersheba, in the extreme south, on the edge of the wilderness. Hitherto he had
moved at the word of the Lord, as indeed he could say on Mount Carmel, " | have done all these things at Thy word." On this journey,
however, he was moved by no directing word from the Lord, but rather by a threatening word from a woman. For the moment Elijah had
allowed the wicked and powerful Jezebel to come between himself and God. Thus it comes to pass that the man who had stood for God
before the king, the false prophet and all Israel, now flees before the threat of a woman. Truly James may say he was a man of like passions
with ourselves. In all this Elijah is not thinking of God, or the people of God, but simply of himself. God had led Elijah into the place of public
testimony, but for the moment his faith quailed before the opposition that the place entailed. He abandons the path of faith and walks by
sight. We read, " When he saw that, he arose, and went for his life." Hitherto Elijah had been sustained in the great dramas in which he had
taken part, by faith's clear vision of the living God, but under this fresh trial his failing faith loses sight of the living God and he sees only a
violent woman. In the presence of her murderous threat, the God that had led and preserved him, the meal that never wasted, the oil that
never failed, the power of God that had raised the dead, that brought down the fire from heaven, and that sent the rain, entirely pass from
his mind. All is in a moment forgotten, and the prophet can only see an enraged woman and the immediate prospect of a violent death. " And
when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life." Peter in his day, " when he saw the wind boisterous, was afraid," and began to sink.
Walking by sight the greatest of the apostles sinks, and the greatest of prophets flees. Looking at things seen, the man of God is weaker than
the man of the world. Only as we walk by faith that sees Him that is invisible, shall we endure amidst the increasing difficulties and the
terrifying circumstances of the day in which we live.

" He went for his life." It was not for his God, or for the people of God, or for the testimony of God-but for his life he went. Having only himself
in view he fled as far as possible from the place of testimony. He leaves the land of promise, turns his back on the people of God, and flees to
Beersheba.



Alas! in the presence of a trial, how quickly we, too, can forget all that the Lord has been for us in the past. The way He has led us, the grace
that has preserved us, the heart that has loved us, the hand that has held us, the word that has directed us, all are forgotten in the presence
of a trial that is so very real to sight and sense. We see the trial, we lose sight of God. Instead of standing before the living God we flee before
some passing trial. We seek to escape the trial, rather than seek the grace of God to sustain in the trial, and to learn God's mind through it.

Arrived at Beersheba, Elijah left his servant and went a day's journey into the wilderness. In this solitary place he betakes himself to prayer.
But how different this prayer from his former requests. Before, he had prayed for the glory of God and the blessing of the nation; now " he
requested for himself." And what a request! He cries out, " It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for | am not better than my fathers."
He has only himself before his eyes. His flight from Jezebel, and his prayer in the wilderness, are full of self. It is " his life " for which he fled, it
is " himself " for whom he prays.

All this speaks of the intense despondency of the prophet. He had seen the magnificent display of the power of Jehovah on Mount Carmel, he
had seen the people with their faces bowed to the earth owning " the Lord, He is the God." He had executed judgment on the prophets of
Baal, he had seen the coming of the rain in answer to his prayer, and doubtless he had expected a great revival of the worship of Jehovah and
blessing to Israel, through his ministry. Apparently it had all come to nothing. Elijah was not prepared for this. He had thought that he was
better than his fathers, and that under his powerful ministry there would be a true and widespread turning to the Lord, but such was not the
case. The years of famine, the destruction of the prophets of Baal, the rain from heaven, all appear to be in vain; so much in vain, indeed,
that Elijah—the man that has stood for God—has to flee for his life. Poor Elijah, he could face the king, the prophets of Baal, and all Israel, but
he was not prepared to face the failure of his mission. His supreme effort to recall the people to God had been in vain. There was nothing
further to be done, his life was a failure. The happiest thing, therefore, would be to die. Thus might he find some rest from fruitless toil and
hopeless conflict.

How good to turn from the servant to the perfect Master, and to see His infinite perfection shining out in the day of His rejection. After all His
miracles of grace, His words of love, His acts of power, He is despised and rejected, called a gluttonous man and a winebibber, and counsel
taken to kill Him. In that moment of utter rejection and the apparent failure of all His ministry, He turns to the Father and can say, " | thank
thee, O Father... even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight."

Elijah did not die, and never has died. God had another plan for His beloved servant. It was no part of that plan to let His servant pass from
this world a disappointed man, under a cloud of depression, dying in some lonely desert. His passage to heaven shall be very different. God's
chariot is waiting God's due time to carry him to heaven with glory and honor. In the meantime he is the object of God's tender care. He
giveth his beloved sleep; angels shall wait upon him; food shall be provided for him, and his thirst shall be quenched.

In the day of faith, the ravens can feed him, and the widow sustain him; in the day of his depression angels wait upon him and God Himself
shall feed him. What a God we have to care for us. " His compassions fail not." " Though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion
according to the multitude of His mercies " (Lam. 3:22,32). And this was Elijah's experience; awakened by the angel " he looked and behold,
there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head." Moreover, Jehovah of Elijah's day is Jesus of the gospel day, and in
like circumstances the wandering disciples may turn aside to fish all night and catch nothing, only to find in the morning the Lord of glory
waiting on the needs of His failing servants with the fire of coals, and fish laid thereon, and bread, and a loving invitation to " come and dine."

Thus, too, it is with ourselves. Our faith may grow dim; we may be downcast by reason of the apparent failure of all our service, and in our
moments of depression and disappointment we may lose heart and think bitter thoughts, pray unadvisedly, and even murmur at our hard lot,
yet God's tender care never ceases; His mercies never fail. Well may we sing:

Having refreshed His servant with sleep and food, the Lord gives him fresh directions. He learns that he is on a journey, but, says the Lord, "
the journey is too great for thee." What a journey was Elijah's through this world. Cherith, Zarephath, Carmel, Horeb, mark the stages of his
journey, and the chariot of fire is ready to end it in power and glory, but every stage was " too great " for Elijah. The power displayed, the
courage demanded, the faith required, the opposition to be encountered, the privations to be endured—all were too great for a man of like
passions with ourselves. If for one moment Elijah loses sight of the living God; if he fails to walk in daily dependence upon God, immediately
he will find that he is no better than his fathers and that the journey is " too great " for him.

It is good for us, as Christians, when we see that our rest is not here. We, too, are on a journey that ends in glory, but a journey in which there
are trials to meet, difficulties to overcome, testimony to be borne, and opposition to be faced. For ourselves, also, we may say the journey is "
too great " and we are too small for the journey.

But if the journey was too great for Elijah, it was not too great for Elijah's God. In tender love God provides for the need of His servant; and "
in the strength of that meat "—the meat that God had provided—he went on his journey of forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount
of God.

With God all things are possible. As we view the greatness of the journey and our own littleness, we may well cry out, " Who is sufficient for
these things?" But at once the answer comes, " My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness." And so, if all the
grace and power of the risen Christ are at our disposal we may well press on " STRONG IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS " (2 Tim. 2:1).

Elisha: The Man of God, Call of Elisha, The (19:14-21)

Elisha is first brought to our notice in the Lord's charge to Elijah, in the day of the prophet's despondency. Disappointed at the failure of his
mission, embittered against the professing people of God, and occupied with himself, Elijah had, with a wounded spirit, spoken well of himself
and nothing but evil of God's people. He imagined that he alone was standing for God, and that the entire nation was against him, seeking his
life to take it away.



Elijah has to learn that the Lord has other instruments to carry out His government; other servants to maintain a witness for Himself; and,
amongst the people of God, seven thousand that have not bowed the knee to Baal. Thus it comes to pass that Elijah has to retrace his steps
from Horeb and anoint Elisha, the son of Shaphat, as prophet in his room.

How often in our own day, with its increasing corruption, we, with our limited outlook, may be led to imagine that the work of God depends
upon one or two devoted and faithful servants of the Lord, and that with their removal all testimony for the Lord will cease. We have to learn
that though servants pass God remains, and that God has other servants in preparation for His service, and, unknown to us, God has His
hidden ones who have not bowed down to prevailing evils.

In obedience to the Lord's word, Elijah departs from Horeb to seek Elisha. The one chosen to take the place of the prophet is not found
amongst the great men of the earth. God is no respecter of persons, and in choosing His servants God is not restricted to the great and noble.
He may indeed employ the rich and the learned, kings and priests, as He sees fit. But at times He pours contempt on all our pride by taking
up a man from the humblest walks of life to perform the highest spiritual service. He can use a little maid to bless a great man; He can take a
lad from the sheepfolds to be the leader of His people Israel; He can use the betrothed of a carpenter to bring into this scene the Savior of the
world; and having brought the Savior into the world, He can use some lowly fishermen to turn the world upside down. Thus it comes to pass,
in the days of Elijah, He calls a simple husbandman from following the plow to be the prophet of his age.

Moreover, those that God calls to His service, are not the idle and ease-loving men of the world. Elisha is patiently pursuing his calling "
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth," when the call comes. So David, in an earlier day, was keeping the
sheep when called to be the king. And the disciples of a later day were casting their nets into the sea, or mending nets, when called to follow
the King of kings.

It is upon this busy man that Elijah casts his mantle, an act that may signify that Elisha is called to take the place, exhibit the character, and
act in the spirit of its owner. And thus the spiritual instincts of Elisha would appear to interpret the act, for we read, " He left the oxen and ran
after Elijah." If, however, there is a divinely given readiness to follow Elijah, there is a natural reluctance to leave his loved ones. So he can
say, " Let, me, | pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow thee." Elijah's answer throws the responsibility of responding
to God's call entirely upon Elisha. Go back again," he says, " for what have | done to thee?" He will use neither force nor command. No
pressure shall be put on Elisha: he is left to discern the import of Elijah's action, and he is free to " go back " to his loved ones, or go forward
with the rejected and persecuted prophet.

If Elisha's actions betray some looking back to the things that are behind, they also prove him to be an overcomer that celebrates his
surrender of his things by providing a feast for others. In his day and measure, as one has remarked, he sold what he had and gave to the
poor. Having thus finished with his earthly calling, " he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him." The man that had hitherto
patiently pursued the daily round, toiling in the field, is now to be prepared to set forth the wonders of God's grace by following Elijah as his
servant and companion.

Elijah: A Prophet of the Lord, Carmel: the Coming of the Rain (18:41-46)

Judgment prepares the way for blessing, and thus the fire from heaven is followed by the rain from heaven. The opened ear of Elijah catches "
a sound of abundance of rain." A going in the tops of the trees, trouble on the waters—the low moaning of earth—told the listening ear of
Elijah that at last the day was at hand when the Lord would send rain upon the earth.

If by a closer walk with God our ears were more attuned to catch His faintest whispers, and our minds were more enlightened to interpret
them aright, should we not often, in the low sad moans that rise from this troubled world, hear His voice telling of coming blessing? In the
sigh from some sick bed, or the wail of a bereaved one, or the cry of a disappointed heart, should we not discern the sound of coming
blessing for the grief-stricken soul?

No such sounds reached the ear of King Ahab. Absorbed with his own selfish pleasures, his heart was waxed gross, and his ears dull of
hearing. Only faith can read the signs of the times and enter into the secret of the Lord. When all seems dead among the people of God,
when there is no apparent result from the preaching of the Gospel, when there are few conversions among sinners, and little growth among
saints, it needs indeed a close walk with God to see His hand at work.

However, when God's voice is heard and His hand seen, it produces immediate results. Is the rain coming? then Ahab will go up to eat and
drink, while Elijah—the man with the opened ear -will go up to the top of Carmel to pray.

For three and a half years the rain has been withheld and the famine has been sore in the land. Now the rain is coming, the famine is over.
Surely Ahab will turn to God with thanksgiving. He has seen the vanity of idols, the exposure of the false prophets, the fire from heaven, and
the awful judgment of the prophets of Baal. Alas, no impression is made on the king; God is not in all his thoughts. Little he cares for Jehovah
or Baal, for the prophet of the living God or the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. His one thought is: " This tiresome famine is over, the
rain is coming; | can now enjoy myself without hindrance." So he goes up to eat and drink, celebrating the occasion with a feast. It is ever
thus with the world. God lays His hand upon men in government and, for a time, they are afflicted with war, or famine and pestilence. No
sooner is relief afforded than they return with renewed zest to their feasting, drinking, and pleasure, and God is forgotten.

How different is the effect upon the man of God. He hears the sound of coming rain and he knows it is no time for feasting with the world, but
for drawing apart from men—to get alone with God at the top of the hill. When the world goes up to feast it is the time for God's people to go
up to prayer. Nature might say, if there is the sound of abundance of rain there is no need to pray, but for the spiritual man it is a divine
summons to prayer.



For prayer to be effectual, however, there are certain conditions with which we must comply. These come before us in this great scene. First,
effectual prayer demands that we withdraw from the hurry and press of this world into holy retirement with God. Like Elijah we must go up to
the top of the hill. As the Lord Himself instructs us, " When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father " (Matt. 6:6). How often our prayers are unavailing for the lack of the " shut door." To be consciously in the presence of God we need
to compose our spirits, call in our wandering thoughts, and shut the door on the world. Holy separation and retirement is the first great
requisite for effectual prayer.

Then, again, we must take our true place in the dust before God, and this we see strikingly set forth in the prophet. Arrived at the top of the
hill he goes down into the valley of humiliation. " He cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees." A few short
hours before he had stood for God in the presence of the king, the false prophets and all the people of Israel, and the people had fallen upon
their faces. Now, the false prophets are dead, the crowds have dispersed, and Elijah is left alone with God. At once he casts himself down
upon the earth and hides his face. Before all Israel God will support and honor His servant, but, alone with God, he must learn his own
nothingness in the presence of God's greatness. Then, he was witnessing for God before sinners, commanding king, prophets and people;
now he is alone waiting upon God as a suppliant, and, as such, he, too, must remember that he is but dust, entirely dependent upon the
mercy of God. " Behold, now," says Abraham, " | have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes " (Gen. 18:27). An
old divine has said, " The lower the heart descends the higher the prayer ascends. God accepts broken expressions when they come from
broken hearts."

The story discloses to us another of the secrets of effectual fervent prayer. We must not only pray but " watch and pray." As the apostle
exhorts us, " Persevere in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving " (Col. 4:2). Again we read, " Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance " (Eph. 6:18). In Elijah's prayer we see this watching, for he said to his
servant, " Go up now look toward the sea." And he went up and looked and said, " There is nothing." He watched, but at first he saw nothing.
He heard the sound that summoned him to prayer, and he prayed, and he watched, but at first he sees nothing. How often it is thus with
God's people today. They pray and watch thereunto, but for a time God sees fit to keep them waiting. God has lessons to teach us, and so for
a while He may keep us waiting at His door. We watch to see God's hand at work, and lo, we see nothing. Is it not to teach us that nothing of
God is seen because something of self fills our vision? We must learn our own nothingness before we see God at work. We think God will hear
us because of the urgency of the case, the fervency of our prayers, the justness of our cause. But God keeps us waiting until we are
conscious that, though before men we may indeed have a just cause, before God we are unworthy supplicants, having nothing to claim, but
only God's grace to plead. Moreover, God will teach us that prayer is not some secret charm that we can use at any moment and forthwith
obtain our requests, but that the power of prayer lies in the One to whom we pray.

But apart from cause of delay in ourselves, God has His time and His way of answering prayers. If then we pray and watch, and yet have to
own with Elijah's servant, " There is nothing," what more can we do? This question receives a very definite answer from Elijah. He says, " Go
again seven times." In other words, we must persevere. Not only does the apostle exhort us to pray, but to watch thereunto " with all
perseverance." We cannot hurry God. We think of what is agreeable to ourselves; God thinks of what is for His glory and our profit.

In the light of this scene we may well challenge our hearts as to whether we are near enough to God to hear His summons to prayer, though
all the world may be feasting? And are we prepared for the holy separation for prayer, for humiliation in prayer, and for watching thereunto
with all perseverance?

These conditions complied with, may we not count upon an answer to prayer, even though to sight there is little or no sign of the coming
blessing? It was thus with Elijah; his perseverance was rewarded. He knew his prayer was about to be answered, though to sight there was
but " a little cloud " and that no bigger than " a man's hand." But behind the likeness of a man's hand faith could discern the hand of God.
With the greatest confidence Elijah at once sends a message to Ahab saying, " Prepare thy chariot and get thee down, that the rain stop thee
not." To natural sight there was no sign of rain: the sky was perfectly clear save for a little cloud no bigger than a man's hand. But faith knew
that God was behind the cloud, and when God is working a little goes a long way. A handful of meal and a little oil with God, can feed a
household for a full year. Five barley loaves and two small fishes with God can feed five thousand people, and a little cloud with God behind it
can cover the whole heavens. So it came to pass that while Ahab was preparing his chariot " the heavens were black with clouds and wind,
and there was a great rain."

" And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel." But " the hand of the Lord was on Elijah." The hand

of the Lord was with the man who had been with God on the top of the hill. And when the hand of the Lord is upon a man, he will do all things
rightly and at the right time. Guided by the Lord, Elijah had stood before the king to rebuke him for his idolatry, and now, still guided by the
Lord, the prophet runs before the king to honor and maintain the authority of the king in the eyes of the people. Elijah is instructed to
maintain what is due to God while showing the proper respect to man. In season he will manifest his fear of God, and in season he will honor
the king.

Elijah: A Prophet of the Lord, Carmel: the Fire From Heaven (18:16-40)

Obadiah having delivered his message, King Ahab went to meet the prophet and at once charges him wit