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Tonight, I'd like to talk. About the grand subject of the Bible, and that is this book. There's a history of two men, and those two men are Adam
and Christ, and I'd like to look a little first at the first man. And then, as the Lord enables, at the second man and the last Adam. Let's begin
by looking at a verse in First Corinthians 15 First Corinthians 15. 45. And so it is written, the first man, Adam, was made a living soul. The last
atom was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit, that was not first, which is spiritual. But that which is natural, and afterward that which is
spiritual. The first man. Is of the Earth earthy? The second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy. Such are they also that are earthy,
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy. We shall also bear. The image.
Of the heavenly. But here we have those two men spoken of. The first man, Adam. And the last? Adam Christ. When God created the first
man. His thought saw in that first man he knew of course he would fail. And he looked beyond the first man in that original creation. To the
one who would come and fulfill all the desires of his heart. Who would meet all that his heart longed for? In that. Man that he had created.
The first man has totally failed and we know this. But he has another order of man. The second man. He's the second man. Because the first
man has failed. God wasn't taken by surprise in that failure, but He knew the end from the beginning. And he had another order of man. He's
called the second man, and he's also called the last Adam, as we've read. Because there won't be another to supersede him. There won't be
another ever to take his place. Because in him. All the desire of God's heart. All the desire of God's heart is fulfilled in men. Let's turn back to
Genesis 3 for justice, a verse. Genesis 2. Verse 7. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground. And breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life. A man became. A living soul. And then John 20. John's Gospel, chapter 20. Verse 19. Then the same day, that evening being the
first day of the week when the doors were shut. Where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus. And stood in the midst,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad
when they saw the Lord? And then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you. As my Father hath sent me, Even so send | you. And when he
had said this, he breathed down them and saith. Unto them receive ye. The Holy Ghost. While we read in Genesis. That when God created the
first man, he breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul. He received his life in an altogether different and
unique way from any of the other creatures, any of the animals. Says that God caused the earth to bring forth the animals, but when he
created man, he took of the dust of the ground and then.

The Lord God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. There was an intimacy there was in that creature man. It was to become the head of
this earthly creation. And in God's eternal thoughts and purposes and counsels. He had determined that man fulfilled in the person of his son.
Would be the head over all things heavenly. And earthly to head up all things in Christ. And so he placed this first man as the head of that fair
creation that he had made. And he was in special relationship with himself. He received the very breath of God. And in John 20, the Lord
Jesus. The second man, the last Adam. Having accomplished redemption by the sacrifice of himself. He appears now in this 20th chapter as
the Risen 1 And he appears to his disciples, and he breathes upon them, He breathes into their nostrils the breath of that risen life. And says
receive you the Holy Ghost. Well this is all. These comments are all introductory to my subject. God is looking for. Fruit. From us. And we'll
get into that a little bit farther along. But | have kept my place in First Corinthians 15. And | want to read that 45th verse again. And so it is
written, the first man, Adam, was made a living soul, and we read how that came about. By the embrading of the Lord God. Into man's you.
Of that dross, and he breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and he became a looting soul and he. With his creator as none of the other
creatures were. An immortal slow. A loving soul with soul that would never die. And that makes its soul. Intensely solemn. Everyone here this
evening. Every child with Adam's race. As a living soul. You will never die. It's going to spend eternity with Christ's door. In the Dungeons of
the Damned. Was that? That it serves the last. Was made a quickening spirit. And in John 20. We see him as the quickening spirit that life
giving. Spirit whizzing into their nostrils, the. Wrath of his resurrection life. The growing life of Christ risen from the daily. Triumphant over all
the power of sin and death. Under law. And this whole sphere that he was living in when he was down here, a man amongst men. He's risen
now, and he's communicated to you and to me. The wrath of this risen life. In the power. Of the Holy Spirit. And that's the only way there can
be any fruit for God. I'd like to think of little. Of himself when he was brown, he lived. | was the one that brought forth. Fruit for God, but
before we do that. What's more, at the first man, just a little brick turned back with me. Two eyes later. Chapter 8. Isaiah Chapter 5. Excuse
me?

Who swan thou will | sing to my well beloved, a song of my? He loved him touching his vineyard. My well belonged happens lingered in a very
fruitful hero. And he thrust it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest brine. And built a tower in the midst to do
it. And also made a wine person. And he thought that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. And now inhabitant.
Inhabitants of Jerusalem and man of Judah. Judge, | pray you betwixt me in my vineyard. What could have been done more to my vineyard
that | have not gone Anil? Wherefore one outlook that should bring forth grapes brought it forth wild grapes. And now go to | will tell you what
I will do to my vinegar, but | will take away their heads. There are, and it shall be eaten up. And breakdown the wall, the world, when it shall
be trodden down. The valuable way at least, it shall not be pruned, nor did. That they shall come up routers and flowers. | will also command
the clouds at the rain. No rain upon it. What a vengeance of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel. And the man of Judah was his pleasant
client. When he looked for judgment, But behold the Prussian. Righteousness. For being old and cry. And there was an expression. | want to
read and saw maybe he. Connection with this boiling. In Psalm 88. Lord has brought a blind out of Egypt. Thor was thrust out the heathling
and planted it, and so on. These two passages from Israel and the sounds. From before us that Israel is looked upon here as the vine. And
God was working for fruit. And he asked the question, what could have been done more to my being good? Would | have not done anything?
God gave the first man. That's really history of the first man under the most very global conditions. The Rustom of the killings for houses for
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his History of the First Maryland. On. Included that way. What the history of the Jew was the history of the first man? A blue mold, red blue
can glitch and God. What should the wooden dose? And whenever you were with the war, them so at all with the Lord that slugged. Turn with
me to 1 Peter, One for justice, a verse. One Peter 1. Verse 2 He writes to those who were elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father.

Through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience. And sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied. What
is Peter referring to here? Is referring to Exodus 24 when the law was given. And they said. All that the Lord has said we will do and obey. And
then? Moses took the Law, took blood, and he sprinkled it upon them. In other words, he was holding them to it. The penalty of death, which
the blood was a type of there picture of, would be upon those who were disobedient. And so they promised obedience, illegal obedience, and
never produced it under penalty of death if they failed to keep it. What are we sanctified to? We're not sanctified to that kind of obedience.
And the blood that. Has been sprinkled upon us. Isn't the sign of death punishment? Following upon disobedience, but we're sanctified to the
obedience of Christ. And to the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ we are sanctified to an altogether different kind of obedience. He never
obeyed out of compulsion. He didn't obey like my children often obey. | say to my child, do this and he'll moan and groan and mumble and
twist and turn and say, well, all right, I'll do it, but | don't want to. But I'll do it because | have to. The Lord never obeyed that way. It was the
delight in his heart to obey, Though | come to do thy will, O God, Thy laws within my heart. Was a law of liberty. That's what we've been
called to. He's given us now His own life and nature and the power of the Spirit and when he commands us. It's the delight of the new life. To
run in the way of his commandments. So it's a law of liberty. Altogether different kind of obedience. Were sanctified unto the obedience of
Jesus Christ, and then the sprinkling of the blood. If we don't always obey and we know, we all fail. Still, the sprinkling of the precious blood of
Christ gives us a perfect standing before God. Before God and all the value of that precious blood. It's not our standing isn't based upon our
obedience, but our obedience is a flowing out. Of the life of Christ produced in us by the Spirit of God, and our acceptance before God is
based upon the precious blood of Christ. What a difference. Between the legal state. And what the Christian is brought into. Now, just a few
more thoughts from John 15. Verse 8. Herein is my Father glorified. That she bear much fruit. So shall you be my disciples. Why are we here?
Why has he left us here in this scene? Why hasn't he taken us home? As soon as he saved us. Well. He wants to see in a world. Which hates
his son. He wants to see that life. Which was lived out in all its blessed perfection. In him a man on earth reproduced in us, in you and me. By
the Spirit of God, this is what fills his heart with delight and joy. His left is here to bear much fruit. It's not doing. But it's Christ. Christ by the
Spirit produced in US. And then he says, As the Father hath loved me. So have | loved you, continue ye in my love. The conscious sense of the
love of the Son for us even as the Father is loved him. If you keep my commandments, you should abide in my love. Even as | have kept my
father's commandments. And abide in His love. What's the difference between Christ's commandments and the Law of Moses? All the
difference in the world. The Law of Moses are the. Prohibitions of God upon the desires of the flesh. Everything that the flesh wants to do.
Says don't do that.

And so it's a ¥¥rRRRE £ the first man, but the commandments of Christ are the directives of the new life that we have in Christ, he says. To all
nature that loves. He says | command you that you love one another. Well, you can't command a person to love you. What does the Lord
mean? He's giving direction and impetus and energy to that new life and nature. And he says that's the way it acts. And now do it. Let it act
according to its nature. And that's what characterizes the Christian community is love, and that's fruit bearing. The whole life of Christ was a
life of love with doubt never did anything for himself. You always live for others. Absolutely selfless son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many. That's why we're here. Love always seeks the blessing of its object. And the
energy of love manifested in Him. Can now be seen in you and me. That's a marvel. We who are nothing but sin. We who couldn't be worse
than we were. He's picked this up. It has made us new creatures. Given us of his own life and nature. Indwelt us by the Holy Spirit. Given us a
new object, Christ in glory. But altogether different kind of obedience. Not because | have to, but because | want to. | have a nature that
delights in it. In pleasing him. But it's necessary in this century that the discipline comes in. The painful things are brought to us to lop off
those little chutes. That come from the flesh. He didn't need it. We do that would. Spoil the fruit. Thank God. For the trials. And all that he
sends into our lives that takes away. Those tendencies in everyone of us that would spoil the fruit. Verse 11. These things have | spoken unto
you, that my joy. Might remain in you. And that your joy might be full. What was his joy? It was the most misunderstood man that ever
walked this world. The loneliest man. The loneliest man. He was alone, like a Sparrow upon the housetop. Pelican in the wilderness. He looked
for some to take pity. There was none and for comforters and he found none. Man of Sorrows. And acquainted with grief. And yet he had a
joy. But he wants us to have. The joy that all the untoward outward circumstances. Can never take away. It was the joy of doing the will of
the Father. Cost what it might, and the cost to Him was infinite, Who for the joy that was set before him, He endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. What was that joy? To be back there with the Father, to do his will, and to
have you and me there with him. As the trophies of His grace. As vessels of mercy. And when he sees of the fruit of the travail of his soul. In
that coming day. He'll be satisfied. | reminded of. A young student. That Asked his professor. Don't you have a shorter course? Course that
you're offering is too long. Professor looked at him and said, yes, we have a shorter course. But that all depends on what you want to be.
When God makes an oak, it takes him 100 years. When he makes a squash, it takes him six months. There are no shortcuts to Christian
growth. Some things take time. Healing takes time. But God puts us through these things. That he might. Formus. According to his eternal
thought, and that is that we're going to be conformed to the image of his Son.

We're going to be like him. And with him for all eternity. He is not in a hurry. He has all eternity. To produce that desired result. And he's
doing it now in time. And when we get home? It will all be glory. | want to tell you one story before | close. Back in the days of Teddy
Roosevelt, he went on his safaris strips to Africa. And he was returning home. Hunting the animals there. He was returning home on a ship.
Who came back to the United States? And as he arrived. There were the crowds and the bands and all to await his arrival in the fanfare and
the acclaim and all that for the president. So happens that on that same ship was an old missionary. Who had served his life in Africa. And he
came back with the president. Well, of course, after the president left the ship and the crowds finally dispersed and all. The acclaim over the
president. Was pretty well subsided. This old brother, he left the ship, came down the gangplank, and there wasn't anyone to. There wasn't
anyone to. Greet him. He returned to his home country having served the Lord, spent his best days in service for the Lord, and his health had
failed and he had to return to the States. And he was walking along the street. Thinning a little bit downhearted because. He thought of the
reception that the president had, and all he did was went out and haunted some animals. And here he'd been, out serving the Lord and
winning souls for Christ, and there wasn't anyone to welcome him home. And as he was feeling a little sorry for himself, the Lord said to him.
Son, you're not home yet. All the welcome. That awaits us.
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1St Corinthians 15, verse 45. And so it is written. The first man, Adam. Was made a living soul. The last atom. It was made a quickening spirit.
Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy. The second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy, and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly. And as we've borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Last night we were talking
a little bit in the reading. About the mystery. And the mystery. Embraces several thoughts. And | was thinking of that today, a little bit more,
enjoying it. Adam was set. Over an earthly creation, He was the head. And everything was, and everyone, all the animals and all were in
subjection to him, to his headship. He was set in a scene where all was according to God. As the earthly paradise, the Garden of Eden. And.
Everything was very good. God pronounced it so. There was no sin there. It was indeed paradise, and he had the run of the garden. And all
the animals were subject to him. He was the head of that earthly creation. He was the first man. Well, we know the story well. He fell 3rd
chapter Genesis. And he dragged the entire human race down with him into a state of sin. Some of the animals became wild. And the
creation itself is in ¥*¥***** Waiting for a day when God will deliver it. And that's the day of the. Wonderful liberty of the glory of the children
of God. This awaits this scene. It's going to be delivered. Well. These verses say that as is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy, and
we bear the image of the earthy. We have bodies just like Adam. We're going to bear the image of the heavenly and have a glorified body
just like Christ. The truth of the mystery embraces this whole range of truth. That was never. Found in the Old Testament. There was an
earthly nation in the Old Testament, an earthly people. Consistent with that dispensation. But the truth of the mystery is that God has now
exalted a man. Not just to be over the earth like Adam was, though he's going to be that. But over all heavenly spheres as well. Everything
being made subject to that man. And it wasn't just Adam alone that had that headship. But God said it's not good for the man to be alone. |
will make him a helper suitable for him. And so he formed Eve, not the way he formed the other animals. He formed them of the dust of the
ground, just as he had Adam. But he formed Eve in a unique and special way. He put Adam to sleep and out of his side, out of his rib, he
builded a woman. And brought her to the man so that she was literally the first marriage. Literally she was a member of his body. And as we
look at the truth of the mystery as it's developed in the New Testament, we will see how that the mystery involves that very truth that the
church. See, Eve was the complement of Adam. Without Eve, Adam was not complete. He said | will make him an helper suitable for him. It's
not meat that he be alone. He brought Eve to the man, but she wasn't made out of the dust of the ground as Adam was. She came right from
his side.

So she was not independent of Adam. You see, this whole feminist movement is a direct denial of the teachings of the Bible as to the
relationship of the man and the woman. The woman was taken out of the man. She's a part of him, so she's a member of his body. That first
woman, Eve, certainly was, and she became his wife. She became his bride. We see how that the truth of the mystery that Christ, the second
man, the last Adam, he's also not complete without his bride, and his bride is the assembly. Truths that were not revealed in the Old
Testament. These are all truths that have to do with this wonderful mystery of Christ in the church. And justice, as Adam in his dominion over
all the earthly creation, didn't assume that dominion alone, but he had his wife with him in it. And they together. Had dominion over the
earthly creation, and so it is in the heavenly sphere. Christ in his Church. She is the complement, the fullness of Him that filleth All in all. Let's
turn back and we're going to read some of the scriptures we read last night, Romans 16. Just look at these scriptures that touch on the
mystery. It's such a wonderful subject and if one doesn't understand it. Is not acquainted with it. He really hasn't entered into what
Christianity is. Verse 25 of Romans 16 Now to him that is of power. To establish you according to my gospel. And according and the preaching
of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery. Which was kept secret since the world began. Now here we're told that this
mystery that he's talking about, which is the, which is the mystery of Christ and the church. Was something kept secret since the world
began? You won't find it in the Old Testament except in type. But it's not revealed until the New Testament. Now, once it's revealed in the
New, then we can go back and look at the type and read the type and understand the type there. And Adam and Eve. There's a picture of
Christ in the church, but it wasn't revealed back then. And you could ask any Jew who knows the Old Testament and knows the story of Adam
and Eve and he won't have the vaguest idea of the mystery because that's something that wasn't revealed that then it was kept secret since
the world. But now. Is made manifest and by the scriptures of the prophets or the prophetic scriptures. It's not the scriptures of the Old
Testament. It's not the Old Testament prophets that are referred to here. But the New Testament prophets? Now is made manifest. You see,
if it was revealed in the if it was made manifest by the prophets of the Old Testament, he wouldn't have said now is made manifest. He's
talking about the prophetic scriptures of the New Testament. And so he says it was kept secret since the world began, but now is made
manifest. By the prophetic Scriptures, the scriptures of the prophets of the New Testament, according to the commandment of the
everlasting God. Made known to all nations for the obedience of faith that expression. The obedience of faith is found in the 1St chapter of
Romans, and it's in connection with the gospel. Here it is in connection with the truth of the mystery. Faith, obedience, submission by faith to
the truth. That we have given to us, whether it be the gospel or whether it be the mystery. Paul had a twofold ministry. He was a minister of
the gospel. He was a minister of the mystery. Now let's turn to 1St Corinthians 2, where we have it mentioned again. He starts out that
chapter and he says, | brethren, when | came to you. Came not with Excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God.

The first two chapters of Corinthians is the setting aside of man's wisdom, the wisdom of this world, the setting aside of man's wisdom. And
he talks about God's wisdom and God's wisdom is seen and revealed in the mystery. You'll notice as we go over these passages about the
mystery, it's it's almost always connected with wisdom and prudence. That this is God's wisdom, not man's. So he says, when | came to you, |
came not with excellence of speech or of wisdom. That's the wisdom of this world. Declaring unto you the testimony of God, for | determine
not to know anything among you. You Saints at Corinth. Save Jesus Christ and him crucified, Does that mean that he had nothing beyond
that? Christ and Christ crucified. Oh, he knew far more than that, but he determined because of their state. These Saints at Corinth they were
making so much of. The world's wisdom and man's wisdom, and they were living on the level of the flesh. The first man. And so he says, |
determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified. They had they had man being very important to them.
There were groups there that said, I'm the Paul, I'm of Apollo's, I'm of Cephas. And then there was another group that said, | am of Christ. And
we'll possibly touch on that. | don't know if it will. But he says what you need to have before you is Jesus Christ the person and Christ
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crucified, which is the end of the history of the first man. Christ crucified is the judgment of God upon all that we are by nature. Because we
are identified with him in his crucifixion, Paul says in Galatians 220 he says | am crucified. With Christ, nevertheless | live, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me. And the life which | now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. So here he
says, | determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ. They needed to have Christ before their souls as the second man and
the last Adam, the one that that replaced the first man who had fallen and failed. And who is God's man? Christ and his his crucifixion puts
away all that is of the first man. And | was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling when he came amongst these Saints at
Corinth. Knowing where they were as to their state of soul and how they were living. He was there with fear and much trembling in weakness.
They were looking for some great display of power. It's striking, isn't it, that these Corinthians 14 years went by between the time when he
was caught up to the 3rd heaven. He tells us that in Two Corinthians 12. He says | knew a man in Christ above 14 years ago. Whether in the
body or out of the body, | cannot tell. God knoweth. He had kept from telling them of his being caught up to the 3rd heaven. That would have
been the very thing that would have just dazzled these Corinthian minds. And he he refrained from telling them that truth until. It was
necessary to do so, but that was 14 years ago, he says. So he says | was with you in weakness and in fear, and in much trembling. He
hesitated and refrained from telling them anything that might. That might appeal to the first man, to the natural man. In my speech, in my
preaching, was not with enticing words of man's wisdom. That is, he wasn't preaching with eloquence. He wasn't preaching like there's so
many today. They're looking for great orators, men that can captivate the audience as they preach to them. But he that's not he didn't want
to establish the faith of the Corinthians in anything that was along that line. My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of
man's wisdom. But in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. That your faith. Should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God. The power of God. If one's faith stands in the wisdom of men, when that fails, then the person is left without an anchor.

He wanted their faith to stand in the power of God. Albeit we do speak wisdom, I've added that word due to get the force of what he's saying.
We do speak wisdom among them that are perfect, full grown mature Christians. They were not. They were carnal. But he says we do speak
wisdom among them that are perfect, yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the Princess of this world that come to not. But we speak the
wisdom of God in the mystery. Notice how the word wisdom, wisdom of God, is connected with this mystery. That he's talking about even the
hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world unto our glory. Hidden wisdom, something that wasn't revealed in the Old Testament.
But is now revealed, now made manifest. It's God's wisdom. All that He has purpose to accomplish through the death, resurrection and
exaltation of a man, the second man, the last Adam, our Lord Jesus Christ. And it involves you and me. It involves us. It involves the Gentiles,
not just Jews. The Old Testament was written with the Jew primarily in view. But here we have this mystery that involves far more than just
Israel. Which none of the Princess of this world? What's the antecedent of which? The mystery. We speak the wisdom of God in the mystery
which none of the Princess of this world knew. They didn't know God. They didn't know God's eternal purpose. With respect to. Those that he
would bring into blessing, not only from amongst the Jews, but also from amongst the Gentiles. None of the Princess of this world knew. How
that God was going to take the worst act that man had ever committed in the annals of time. The nailing the Son of God to a cross of
ignominy and shame. He was going to take that worst act of man's sin and rebellion against God. And turn it into the greatest blessing that
has ever been bestowed down here in the sea. How like our God, this is the greatest sin. Becomes the foundation for the greatest blessing.
Heart of God now free to unfold itself. In bringing poor, guilty, lost sinners of the Gentiles, like you and | were. Into the most blessed
relationship ever known. For any creature, any creature above that of angels. Way beyond that of angels. Far beyond that of Israel's blessing.
None of the Princess of this world knew, for had they known it the mystery? They would not have crucified. The Lord of glory, so wicked is the
heart of man. That had they known the blessings that God would bring to pass as a result of that. Crucifixion of Christ. They wouldn't have
done it. | don't know of a version of all scripture that brings out the evil of man's heart more than that passage. When rightly understood. As
it is written, | have not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him. What's involved in the truth of the mystery is beyond anything that is ever entered the heart of man or the thoughts of man. | haven't
seen it. The ear hasn't heard it. But then he says, God has revealed them unto us by his Spirit. The time for the revelation of this mystery has
come, and now that it's come, God has revealed it to us so that we might enjoy it. For the Spirit searcheth all things ye, the deep things of
God, the very depths of God. And the depths of God are found in the mystery. Well, let's go to the. 1St chapter of Ephesians. Verse 3. Blessed
be the God and Father. Of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who hath blessed us? With all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. Israel's
blessings were earthly. Our blessings are heavenly.

They're where our head is. They're where that man is. When Christ entered heaven, He carried humanity into the very presence of God. And
his place on high defines your place in mine. We're there with him. United with him. By the Spirit of God sent down, uniting us to Him. And
God says a second time, as he said with Adam, is not good for the man to be alone. And as soon as that man entered the heavenly paradise,
as soon as the first man was placed in the earthly paradise, God set him over all that was here, and Adam brought the animals. And he
named them and he viewed them, He surveyed them, but there was not found any. His help made his like none to satisfy his heart. And God
put him into a deep sleep. And he builded the woman from his rib, brought her to the man. He said, now this is bone of my bones, flesh of my
flesh. She shall be called woman, for she was taken out of man. The same thing happened as soon as that man entered the glory. He receives
the Holy Spirit a second time, this time not for himself, as he received the Spirit at the river Jordan, but this time he receives the Holy Spirit as
the glorified man, and sends him down into this world to gather out a bride. And that bribe would be his very body. These are the two figures
that are the most. Blessed figures that answer to what you have with Eve. She was a member of his body. She was also his bride. And so the
church, so God says a second time, it is not good that man should be alone. It's not good, my son, as man should be alone. I'll make him a
helper suitable for him. And that's what we get here in Ephesians 1. God has blessed us in Christ. With every spiritual blessing in heavenly
places, that's where he is. He's gone into the heavenly paradise. And now God says it's not good that he is alone. I'll bring him a bride.
According as He hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, the first part of Ephesians 1 is our individual blessings as
Christians. The last part is our collective blessing as being a member of His body, and we'll come to that. According as He hath chosen us in
Him before the foundation of the world. Now if he had chosen us in him from the time of Adam, that would be before we were born. It would
still be sovereign choice. But because He's chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, this brings an added thought, its sovereign
choice. But it's also that He's chosen us for heavenly blessings, for a heavenly portion. Before he ever laid this world, the foundations of this
earth, He thought of a heavenly people that would spend eternity with his Son as the head of all heavenly Spears. He's also the head of
earthly Spears. But we're going to share that with him as Eve shared it with Adam. He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy. And without blame before him in love. That's according to the. To the nature. Of the one who is there, if we're
going to be the in his presence, we must be there wholly and we must be without blame and we must be there in love because that's what
God is. He is light and he is love. So that verse gives us what is absolutely necessary for us to to be there and to enjoy his presence. And the



next verse 5, you might say verse 4. Is that which flows from the fact that he is God. In verse 5, that which flows from the fact that He is the
Father, notice, having predestinated us unto the adoption of children, or the placing of sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, replace before the Father as sons. We're not just before God as holy and blameless, which was required of course in love,
but we're before the Father as children or sons. To the praise of the glory of his grace. Now that's the height that you have to go beyond the
praise of the glory of His grace. What's the glory of his grace? We have the riches of His grace mentioned in verse 7.

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace. God is rich in grace, in meeting
us in our sins. But in verse 6 we have something even higher than that. We have the glory of His grace, which sets us altogether apart from
the question of sin, in association with Him in his place of glory on high. The glory of His grace is giving us a place of acceptance. And favor
before God in the beloved altogether apart from our sins. Sin hasn't even been mentioned yet up to verse 6. You notice Adam received his
bride Eve before sin entered. It entered the serpent when he attacked. He attacked the woman first. She was deceived and then Adam
following his wife. Eight of the forbidden fruit and sin came into the world. God holds the man accountable. Scripture says by one man sin
entered into the world, but before that entered. God created the woman and brought her to the man with all grace. And so it is. Verse 6 is to
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us, accepted, taken us into favor in the Beloved, made us the objects of his grace
in the Beloved. And then you might say, up to that point you might say, well, who are these people that he's talking about? Chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world, blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies, accepted in the beloved. The praise of the glory of
it. Who are these people? Must be some angelic beings that have never sinned. No Verse 7 says in whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins. He's talking about sinners saved by grace. He's talking about you and me, not an Angel that never sinned. He's
talking about those that needed to be redeemed and forgiven and cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. 7 brings in our state. Up to that, it's
God's grace purposing blessing for us all together apart from our state. Verse 7 he tells us who these people are that are so blessed. In whom
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace. The glory of His grace is bringing us into
favor and blessing just because of of His own purpose and because of His Son. The riches of His grace is to meet us in our knee. As sinners.
Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence. Now there you get wisdom and prudence as soon as you get that put
together. Now we can look for the mystery. Now we can look for a mention of the mystery. He hath abounded towards us in all wisdom and
prudence, having made known unto us the mystery. Of his will. The secret of his will. According to his good pleasure, which he had purposed
in himself. This all flows from God. You know, there's so much ministry today that's given in Christian circles. And it's all centered on man. It's
man centered ministry. This isn't centered on man at all. This comes from God. This is the heart of God. This is the heart of God. This tells me
what God is like. That's what | want. That's what we need. We need to be delivered from man centered ministry. Even the Saints centered
ministry we need to have, we need to know God, the knowledge of God and the knowledge of Christ. Peter says grow in grace. And in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in Ephesians 4, the gifts are given. Well, since | mentioned it, I'll turn to it and you just turn
over to Ephesians 4. We'll come back here. The gifts are given. Verse 11. He gave some apostles and some prophets and some evangelists
and some pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the Saints. That's the main purpose. That the Saints individually might be perfected,
matured in their Christian understanding of the truth, and then for the work of the ministry, they might be able to work together in the
ministry. For what end? For the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in, or arrive at the unity of the faith. Now notice, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God.

Unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. The knowledge of the Son of God. That's why these gifts have
been given, that we might know more. Of him. And what he has brought us into, and we're going to share it all with him. We're going to be
there with him. At first Thessalonians 4 says, When the Lord comes from heaven with a shout, the voice of the Archangel, and the chapter
ends, it says, so shall we ever be with the Lord? Once he calls us to be with himself will never be parted from him again. Just as Adam and
Eve, now going back to Ephesians 1. Verse 8. Wherein He hath abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known unto
us the mystery of his will. According to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself. That in the dispensation of the fullness of times,
well, that's the time when Christ will reign here for 1000 years. We call it the Millennium. He might gather together in one. Garbage
translation reads that to head up. Literally, that's what it is. To head up all things in Christ or in the Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth, even in Him. Now when he created Adam, he, He, He made him the head of all the earthly creation. But here we have the
second man. And he's the head of all heavenly and earthly quote. Are we going to have a part in that? Most assuredly we are verse 11. And
whom also we have obtained an inheritance. Being predestinated according to the purpose of him, that worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will. That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ. | believe he especially has in view there the Jew that
believes in this present day. Notice the we we should be to the praise of his glory who first trusted or pre trusted in Christ. That's the Jew who
believes today. Now verse 13 is US Gentiles, in whom ye also trusted. After that you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in
whom also after that he believed you were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise. This is this is just tremendous. God has exalted that man
to the highest place in heaven, and then he has sent down the Holy Spirit. He's received the Spirit a second time from the glory, and he sent
him down to gather out a bride. To be united to that glorified man. We're sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, the force of sealing. Is that
we're marked out as his own when a rancher takes his brand and seals his cattle. Puts the seal on, he marks them as his and all you have to
do is look at the mark and you say, well, that's Farmer Jones's. It's got his seal on it. God has put his seal upon us where his. The Lord Jesus is
spoken of as being sealed. In John 6, him hath God the Father sealed, marked out. As his beloved son. This is my beloved son. And he sealed
us. Is there more than that, just marking us that we belong to Him? That all this blessedness is ours. Oh yes, which is the earnest. The Spirit
of God is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession unto the praise of His glory. The whole universe
has been purchased by the death of Christ. The whole world, it's all His purchased possession. It's going to be redeemed back to Himself,
brought back into proper relationship to Himself. And in doing that. God is going to use us. He's going to do it in the person of the Saints. The
redemption of the purchased possession under the praise of his glory. Then he launches into this beautiful prayer. Let's just quickly look at it.
Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all the Saints.

Cease not to give thanks for you. Notice faith in the Lord Jesus produces love to all the Saints. He says | cease not to give thanks for you,
making mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Father of glory hear This prayer is addressed to the God of
the Lord. Jesus Prayer in Ephesians 3 is addressed to the Father, but he's called the Father of glory. He's The Fountainhead, the source of
glory. And this is what he's going to develop. He may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, full
knowledge of Him. The eyes of your understanding being enlightened. That she may know what is the hope of his calling. He's called us to
eternal glory. Call this to be the bride of Christ. His body forever. To be alongside of him. Holy and blameless before him in love. He wants us
to know that it's a heavenly calling, not an earthly calling. Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, Israel had an earthly calling. He



wants us to know what Our Calling is. The hope of His calling is heavenly. And what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the Saints?
When he takes possession of all that he has won as a man down here. He's earned it. He's going to take possession of it. He's going to do it in
the. In the Saints. You're not going to do it alone. We're going to have part in it and all that He is one will be with us to share. What a portion.
And then the third part of his prayer is to know what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us word who believe according to the working
of His mighty power. Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all principality and power, and might and dominion, every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come. So here he, here he was a man who was in death. And this power? Was wrought in Christ. He raised him from the dead.
Resurrected man. Then he exalted him to his own right hand. Set him over all principalities and powers. Just think of it. A man. A man set in
the very glory of God, the highest place in heaven, above angels, above all created intelligences. There's a man above it all. And we're the
bride of that man, were members of his body. There is no blessedness higher than this impossible to exceed it we have been brought into.
Into the highest place in the universe. The universe. There's a man there. Adam was was the head of this earthly creation. Christ is the head.
Of the heavenly. And you and | are his bride. In his body. Hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church. Not hear the head of the church that's spoken of later, but here it's head over all things to the church, and as head over all things He.
Is presented to us. Adam was head over the earthly creation, and she was presented to him and he to her. And when she came to know him,
she came to know him as the one who was head, and she was going to share that. And so it is here, head over all things to the Church, which
is his body. The fullness, the complement, the completeness of him. That filleth All in all. As man. He needs a bride. And those that compose
that bride are also members. Of his body. Let's turn to the 5th chapter while we're on that point. Verse 22 of chapter 5. Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

But the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church. Notice how. Now here he's talking about marriage. | don't
think if you're ever counseling anyone about marriage. You have to go outside of Ephesians 5. | think you got it here. This is God's. This is
God's beautiful the most beautiful explanation written by a man that was never married. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit has nothing
to do whether he was married or not. He was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church. And he is the Savior of the body. He takes care of his body, and his body is the church. Therefore, as the
Church is subject unto Christ. So let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. So the relationship of the wife to the husband and next
now the husband to the wife. Is built upon the relationship of Christ to the church and the church to Christ. Husbands, love your wives. Even
as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it. That's past. That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word that's present. That's what he's doing right now from the glory. And the future verse 27, that he might present it to himself, a glorious
church, a church glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. Very same expression
that we had in the 1St chapter, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love. And he's working now with the assembly he has
given himself for her. He's sanctifying her, cleansing her with the washing of water by the Word, and with a view to presenting her to himself,
holy and spotless. Then he makes the application verse 28 back to the. To the marriage relationship here on earth among Christians. So
ought men to love their wives. As their own bodies. You see, when Adam loved Eve, he was loving. His wife, but she was also his own body,
built from his side, built from his rib. It was literally so in that case, and this is the, this is the passage Ephesians 5. You can't understand
Ephesians 5 without Genesis 2. You really can't understand Genesis 2IN in all that it's Speaking of without Ephesians 5. They explain one
another. Sought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. When Adam loved Eve, he was loving. He
was loving her who was a part of himself. He was loving himself. And that's the way the husband should look upon his wife. For no man ever,
yet no man ever yet hated his own flesh. And she is his own flesh. But nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the. But nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord, the Church. For we are members of this body. Of his flesh. And not his bones. Modern Translations. It's a
Greek manuscript problem of his flesh and of his bones is missing. Definitely should be there, no question about it. The new translation Darby
puts it in brackets. Kelly doesn't. He leaves it just as we have it here. I'm thoroughly convinced it is taken from Genesis 2. This is now bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh. Adam when he saw Eve. And so the Church, we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined to his wife, and they shall too shall be 1 flesh. This is a great mystery.
This is that part of the mystery that is so precious. Christ and his Church. But | speak concerning Christ and the Church. Nevertheless, let
everyone of you in particular so love his wife, even as himself. And the wife see that she reverence. Her husband.

Now let's turn back to Chapter 3. Verse 2, he says. If he have heard of the dispensation. Of the grace of God. God has been dispensing
blessing in grace. For nearly 2000 years now, so that this period of time that we're living in has been called here the dispensation or the
administration of the grace of God, it's all grace. The position that you and | occupy as members of His body, as His bride, and all the
blessings that are ours in association with that glorified man in heaven, it's all grace. It's all grace. It's God's grace super abounding to bring
us. Into such a place of favor and blessedness, how that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery. It was revealed specifically to
the Apostle Paul. As | wrote a foreign few words, you see the truth of the mystery didn't come out right after the Church existed. On the day
of Pentecost, the Spirit of God came down and formed the one body, but. There was a transitional period. God offered repentance to Israel. All
the way up to the 7th chapter of the book of Acts. And Stephen was his final messenger. And they answered that message by stoning
Stephen. And Stephen saw the Lord standing. The right hand of God. Why standing? All other scriptures speak of him as sitting. Well, | believe
he rose to see Israel's response to this final appeal from Stephen. It was the appeal of the Holy Ghost. Stephen is spoken of as a man full of
the Holy Ghost. It was the Holy Ghost speaking through Stephen. Will you repent, you Jews, of what you did to your Messiah? And they said,
we will not have this man to reign over us. And they plugged their ears and they stopped their mouths and they ran upon Stephen and they
they stoned him. And Saul of Tarsus was there, the very instrument that God was going to use to bring out the truth of the mystery. He was
there consenting unto Stephen's death. Still a fervent. You persecuting the Church of God. Ravaging it. Leading both men and women
children to. Prison. Such with Saul of Tarsus. He calls himself the chief of sinners, less than the least of All Saints. Not fit to be called an
apostle. Because of what he did. But he was the instrument chosen of God. Again, what could be more? What could more magnify the grace
of God? Than to bring out the highest truth to the man that did the worst. To oppose Christianity. What could more magnify the grace of God
than that to take a Saul of Tarsus and make him the apostle Paul? So those of us in this room. | always think of Brother Clinton's comment. He
said it so many times in Oak Park, he said. There's nothing so humbling as grace. And when you realize, and | realized that we are the
trophies of His grace. That makes absolutely nothing of us. Nothing of us makes everything of God. Everything else, there's nothing so
humbling as grace, because that means | didn't contribute 1 speck to it. Not one bit. And God picks up the soul of Tarsus. Filled with Rage
Against the Christians. Consenting to the death of the first Christian martyr. He says I'm going to make you the channel. Of the greatest truth,
you're going to be the channel of unfolding my very heart of love. My matchless grace, the dispensation of the grace of God, was given to



Paul to proclaim. He is the God of all grace, God of all grace. And as we enter into that just a little bit, | often said we speak more about grace
and know less about it than any other subject in Scripture. We know so little grace.

And he picked up the likes of me. Or any of us. Brought us into such favor and blessing. How did by revelation He made known unto me the
mystery? As | wrote a foreign few words whereby when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ. Which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. | used to puzzle over
that because it says It says in verse 3 by Revelation He made known unto me the mystery. But now he says in verse 5, It is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. That seems to present a little bit of a conflict. It was only given to the Apostle Paul to reveal
it. To bring it out in his writing, you don't get it in any of the other writings of the New Testament. None of the other writers bring out the
mystery. But it was revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets, so that when it was brought out. They wouldn't brand it as
heresy. And say this is something altogether different. Never heard this before. Notice how Peter speaks of it. 2 Peter. Two Peter. Chapter 3
and verse 15. An account that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation. Even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom.
Given unto him hath written unto you. That wisdom was the truth of the mystery. And what does Peter say about it? As also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these things in which are some things hard to be understood. Which they that are unlearned and unstable, rest, as they
do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Hard to be understood indeed, when you think of it from the standpoint of a Jew. Who
had the Old Testament scripture? Someone could come to Paul and say you show me what you're teaching and preaching and show me that
from the Old Testament. You said it's not there. This is new. This is new truth. This is a secret that was hidden, God now revealed. And so God
revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, so that they, when Paul preached it, would submit to it. But they weren't given to
preaching. Like Proud did. At least we don't have it in their writings. But they recognized it when he preached it. As the truth, the specific
truth that characterizes this present day of grace. You do away with Paul's ministry, and you do away with the highest truth that God has ever
given to man. Verse 6 that the Gentiles. Should be fellow heirs? Joint heirs? And of the same body, a joint body. And partakers of this promise,
joint partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel. Three things the Gentiles brought into such blessing. Not the Gentiles blessed
subordinate to Israel. That's in the Old Testament. Gentiles blessed in a subordinate position to Israel, when Israel becomes the head. And the
Gentiles will also be blessed in the Millennium. That's that's in the Old Testament, but not this. Not a, not. Joint ears, joint ears, Jew and
Gentile, joint heirs together. To all that God has unfolded to us these heavenly truths and a joint body. And joint partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel. That's not in the Old Testament. That's the truth of the mystery. In verse 14 of chapter 2 He says, For He is our peace,
our peace, Jew and Gentile. He is the one that has brought about peace between Jew and Gentile, because He's brought them both into this
new thing who hath made both Jew and Gentile. 1 and have broken down the middle wall of partition between us, having abolished in His
flesh the enmity, the enmity existing between Jew and Gentile.

Characterizing the Old Testament, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances. Why we're standing in grace. We don't need laws
and commandments and ordinances. That's that's altogether gone for Christianity. And yet in many Christian circles, they brought all these
things in. They don't belong. They don't belong there at all. Then he says for to make in himself obtain of Jew and Gentile 1. New man so
making peace, that new man, composed of Jew and Gentile, united into one body, and one body united to Christ the head in heaven. 1 New
man. The head in heaven, the body on earth composed of Jew and Gentile, united together and brought into all these wondrous blessings.
Now, just before we close. | want to just touch on some verses in Colossians 1. Colossians one. Verse 23 If you continue in the faith grounded
and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel. Which you have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is
under heaven. Whereof |, Paul, and may the ministry. He was a minister of the gospel. Now verse 24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for
you, and | fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body sake, which is the Church. Where have | made a
minister? So he was a minister of the gospel. He was also a minister. Of the assembly, and that required tremendous sufferings. Paul was
looked upon by his fellow Jews as a heretic a a defector. One that. That was a traitor to Judaism. And it brought tremendous persecution. The
truth. Of the Church, Jew and Gentile. You remember in the book of Acts when he was at Jerusalem. And he spoke to them and he said, God
said, Christ said to me, depart. Far hence | will send you to the Gentiles. And as soon as he said that they cast their. Dust into the air and they
they came upon him and they said it's not fit for such a one to live and could not tolerate the idea of grace to the Gentiles. And so because
Paul was the exponent of that truth especially. He was persecuted. That's what he talks about in verse 24. Who now rejoice in my sufferings
for you. Christ never suffered. Persecution because of the truth of the church, because it hadn't come out yet. Paul was given to fill up those
sufferings, that is to to complete the sufferings of Christ, because he was the one who was the exponent of that of those truths, those
heavenly truths, bringing Gentiles into blessing. Where have | made a minister, the minister of his, of the truth of the Church, according to
the dispensation of God? The Apostle Paul, the revelation of God was not completed. There was just a part of it, just a part of it that still was
lacking. And that was that truth of the mystery. And now that that's been given, the word is complete and we don't have to to look for new
revelations. Well. What a portion is ours. It's good to read these verses in the end of chapter one in Colossians, the beginning of chapter 2. It
speaks of the mystery and it tells us that. I'll just end with verse 28 of chapter 1, whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom. Notice how the word wisdom is connected with this truth, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. So if one
does not know the truth of the mystery, he is not perfect in Christ. He's not. Fully established in the wondrous truths that characterize this
day of grace. Let's sing in closing 330. But raise the wondrous thought. Or who did it suggest that we, the Church to glory, brought? With the
sun blast from God, the thought was thine, thine only it could be. Fruit of the wisdom, love, divine, peculiar unto thee for sure no other mind
for thought so bold, so free greatness or strength, could ever find thine, only it could be, and so on. 330.
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